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Mr DBAB SlK, 

Allow me to inscribe to you the following pages as 
a slight token of my esteem for your personal friendship, and of my 
admiration of your professional talents. 

I am anxioua to be permitted at the same time to convey through 
you to ray professional brethren in Dublin, my deep sense of their 
exceeding kindness to me, during my visit of last Autumn, to your 

distinguished Medical School and City. 

Among lirag physicians, few or none have worked either so 
assiduously or so successfolly for the advancement of Practical 
Medicine as you have done. And that yon may long be spared to 
adorn the medical profession by the lustre of your example, and to 
benefit medical science with the riches of your experience, is, believe 
me, the most sincere wish of, 

My dear Db Stokes, 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. Y. SIMPSON. 

EluiMnuBOii, loth Jliiroti 1853. 
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



The present Edition of these observations on Homoeopathy 
is so greatly increased beyond the last as almost to form a 
new work. Several of the foot-notes in the Second Edition 
have in this been extended and enlarged into separate 
chapters ; and various questions, formerly omitted for want 
of space, are now duty discussed. Let me add, that in stating 
the diiFerent tenets of Homoeopathy, I have, with the desire 
of avoiding error, usually given them as far as possible in 
Hahnemann's own words, or in those of his leading disciples. 

A great part of the following pages was written and 
printed last summer. I mention this circumstance in order 
to account for what might otherwise appear as inaccuracies 
in some of the printed dates ; as in those to be found, for 
example, in the chapter on the Magnetoscope. More impor- 
tant avocations repeatedly intervened to stop entirely for 
a time the progress of the essay. And, indeed, I can only 
hope that the intermitting and desultory way in which the 
whole has been necessarily written amidst the pressure of 
other duties, will be accepted by my professional brethren as 
some excuse for the defects and repetitions which they may 
have occasion to observe in the execution of it. 

In the Preface to the last Edition, I made the following 
statement, namely, that — " I at one time intended to leave 
out the letter to Dr Russell, and the two first pages of the 
speech, as they referred to personal matters more than to 
homoeopathy. They have been retained, however, and 
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VUl PBEFACE TO THE THIBD EDITION. 

merely because the leaaon of their omission might poBsiblj 
have been misinterpreted." 

As I have no fear now of such misinterpretation of my 
motives, I have omitted the parts alluded to from the pre- 
sent Edition ; and the more so, as I was anxious that the 
following chapters should contain a full exposition of the 
tenets of homoeopathy, without unnecessarily mixing up any 
personal disputations with that exposition. 

For the same reason, I have not answered here any of the 
different homoeopathic attacks upon my former observa- 
tions. It is said that in a hopeless and hollow law-euit, an 
English barrister bad his brief at the day of trial handed to 
him with this note — "No case; but take a chance of deci- 
sion in our favour by personal abuse of the opposite counsel." 
The homoeopathic author of the principal reply to my pre- 
vious pamphlet seems to have taken up the same tactics as 
the best or the only line of defence for his system. And I 
have no wish to disturb him in it ; more particularly as, like 
an unhappy lawyer pleading a bad cause, he has himself, in 
iny opinion, evidently no faith whatever in his own irrele- 
vant arguments and diversified mis-statements. 

The calculations in the Appendij^, relative to the actual 
amount of the infiniteBiinal doses used by homoeopathists, 
bring out such almost incredible results, that I deem it 
right to state that these calculations have been kindly and 
carefully looked over by four or five of the most distin- 
guished Mathematicians in this country. I mention this as 
the best pledge for the accuracy of these computations. 

Since the first chapter was printed, it has been publicly 
intimated on the part of the University of St Andrews, and 
of King's College, Aberdeen, that these Institutions intend 
to refuse their Medical Degree to practitioners of homoeo- 
[lathy. 
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HOMEOPATHY. 



CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINABY REMABKS EBaARDlNa THE RELATIONS OP 
HOMCEOPATHISTS TO THE PRACTITIONERS OF LBaiTIMATE 
MEDICINE; DECLARATIONS OP HAHNEMANN ON THE POINT j 
OATH TO HOMCEOPATHIO LICENTIATES, ETC. 

During the course of 1851, various concurrent circnmstances^ 
which it is unnecessary to detail here, tended to direct the par- 
ticular attention of the medical corporations and societies of Great 
Britain to the anomaloas position and status of practitioners of 
homteopathy. In consequence, the Royal College of Physicians 
and the Koyal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh; the Faculty of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, the Medical Society of London, 
the Provincial Medical Association of England, and diiferent medical 
Societies throughout the country, all severally passed resolutions pro- 
hibitory of their fellows and members meeting professionally with 
those who affect to care the diseases of their patients in accordance 
with the peculiar tenets and practices of Hahnemann. 

The Royal College of Physicians of London have not passed 
any formal general resolutions on the subject of homccopathy ; but 
some time ago, on an application for its license or degree of Doctor 
of Medicine being made by a homoeopathic practitioner, the College, 
through its President, Dr Paris, answered as follows : — 
■ " Sir,— ThB fomidatioo of the Rojal College of Phjsiciftna nas for the pnrpoae of 
guaranteeing lo the public skiirni and lude practitioners. 

" The College of Phjsidnna regard the Bo-onlled HomteopAlhisU as neither skilAil 
niH' safe prnctitioners. 

" Therefore the College cannot, n>ithout betraying a sacred trnat, give its ticenw 
to persoDB whom thej regard as whoU; nnnorthy their conGdence, and with whom It 
18 not possible thej can hold anj commnnlon.— I remain," etc, 

" John Atftos Piols." ' 

' See " Lancet," Dec. 27, 1851, p. 603. 
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2 BBSOLUTIOKB OF THE COLLEGES, ETC. 

The Court of EzaminerB of the Society of Apothecaries ol 
lately also declared that, " In their capacity of Examiners, they 
would refuse their certificate to any candidate who professed, daring 
his examination, to found his practice on what are called homoeo- 
pathic principles."' 

In reference to theae resolutions of the Colleges and other medical 
bodies, it is perhaps proper that it should be distinctly explained 
and understood, that the practitioners of Homoeopathy, particularly 
those in Great Briton, have generally sought to derive advantage 
from the assertion, that the doctrines of Hahnemann regarding 
infinitesimal doses, etc., formed merely additions to and improve- 
meuts upon that system of medicine, " which. had hitherto occupied 
the minds of men, and been tested and confirmed by the experience 
of ages," and that these doctrines were not fundamentally and en- 
tirely opposed to the eBtablished system in its principles and practice. 
Hom(eopathist8 fortified the belief of the public in this misconcep- 
tion by pointing to the fact, that they possessed the same medical 
licenses and degrees, and belonged to the same medical colleges, 
societies, etc., as the practitioners of legitimate medicine. 

Long, and as I conceive properly, the common law of England 
and Scotland has been such as to allow to British subjects the most 
perfect freedom as to patronising or practising any form whatever 
of medical superstition and pretension ; and the late resolutions of 
our medical corporations and societies were not, therefore, intended 
to interfere in any degree with homtxopathists continuing to treat 
all those who applied to them, according to their own peculiar 
creed. But the resolutions were intended to show that the differ- 
ences between the doctrines and practices of legitimate physicians, 
and the doctrines and practices of homceopathists, were so great as 
to render any farther intercourse and co-operation between them 
impossible in the condnct of professional matters, and in the duties 
of profesnoTutl life. Indeed, Hahnemann himself had long before 
pronounced precisely a similar opinion regarding the proper rela- 
tions of homocopathists to le^timate practitioners, and the impossi- 
bility of the disciples of homoxipathy countenancing the doctrines 
and practices of legitimate physicians, or, as he opprobrionsly and 
foolishly styled them—" allopaths." 

' " Lancet" for Jan. IT, isas, p. AS. 
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ANTECEDEMT8 OF HAHKBMANN. 3 

In the Preface to the fifth edition of his " Organon,'*' published 
in 1833, Hahnemann asserts and avows that the " old system " of 
me«Ecine, which had been followed by physicians for at leaat some 
2500 years before his birth, and his own " newly discovered true 
healing art," were systems the " exact opposite " of each other ; as 
" opposite" (says he) " as day is to night;" that the " unhallowed 
mmn business of the old school of mediciae " was " to render 
through ignorance, if not fatal, at all events incurable, the vast 
majority (99 in every 100) of all diseases;" that it " had sh,ortened 
the lives of ten times as many human beings as the most destnio- 
tive wars, and rendered many millions of patients more diseased and 
wretched than they were originally ;" and then, amidst other mat- 
ters, the proposer of Homoeopathy charitably maintdjis that the 
" pernicious practice" of the " old school" coiild only be followed 
by men who are " insensible to the stings of conscience," etc If it 
were necessary, it would be easy to add abundance of other quota^ 
tions of the same kind, and breathing the same bitter spirit of oppo- 
sition, from more modem homoeopathic writings.' 

I have cited these e3q)ressions and opinions of Hahnemann, indited 
as they were by him in the " calmness and coolness of old age," — 
for he last publbhed them when 78 years old, — in order to show 

' " OrganoD of Medioiae, by S&mnel UahnemsJin. Trantitated from tbe flftt 
Oerniaa edition by E. E. Dudgeon, MJ>., liondon." (Ijondon, IS4S.) TbU is the 
work JD wbich Hahnemans has aysteoiftticall; and meihodicall; laid down and ex- 
pIuDed the peoaliar medical creed of the school of HonKeopaChy. Tbe " Organon " 
being ereryirbeie acbnowlodged hy bomcBOpatbisn as the principal and stutdMA 
work on the subject of Homisopathy, I have referred to and quoted it in the fijllaw- 
ing pagea tir more frequently than any other homoeopathic book. 

The " Organou" wb« first pabliebed by Eahuemano in 1810, But Hahnemailll 
" had (obaervea Dr MUhry) begun to make his system known bofbre that Ume." 
" It is but just <atate« the same writer) to remark, th^ at least once prerioasly he 
Jiad deceived the world, by Belling at a high price, under tbe name of rMOBuM, a 
nostmm which coasisled of nothing but borax. This (adds Dr Miihry) is a faqt 
nndffliied even by his adherents." — Dr Forbts' Medical Reaiea, vol. xiii. p. S6B. 

' For " Hon^oM^athy does not aim at the introduction of a new practice into a 
solitary branch of the medical art, but demands for the field of its sweeping reforma- 
tion the whole territory of pracUcal medicine, joins issue with the old system oa 
«Tery inch of its pogsestioDs, and hag to beat it from its fastnesses among the morassa 
of false experience, of vain hypothesis and theory." {From p, 30 of " A Defence 
i}t HahnemMia nnd his Doctrines," published several years ago in Edinbui^li, and 
lately stated, by the Editor of the London Medical Times, " to have been aoderetoud 
to have emanated from Drs Drysdate and Ktissell, and to have been revised by Pro* 
fessor Hetidenon."— See if e<Sca/ 3%>«i (br January ^1,1051, p.'II8.) 



oy Google 



■4 EXULUSIVEMESS OF HOMCEOPATHV. 

two things : — Ftrsl, That in the controversy r^arding homceopathy 
all the detraction and abuse have not been confined, as some anxiously 
pretend, to one side ; and Secondly, That Hahnemann, the founder 
of homceopathy, and the great oracle and authority of his sect, him- 
self declared some twenty years ago, what the British medical cor- 
porations and societies have declared now (and what they have been 
held up as " unjust" and " persecuting" for declaring), — namely, 
that the practitioners of homoeopathy cannot professionally co-operate 
or associate with the legitimate physicians of the " old school," for 
homceopathy, as Hahnemann eolemnly avowed and pronounced, 
" if rightly apprehended, will be found to be so exclusive, and in 
that way only serviceable, that as the doctrine is pure, so must the 
practice be also ; and all backward straying to the pernicious rouUne 
of the old school (whose opposite it is, as day is to night), is totaUy 
impossiiU."^' Now, certainly, the late resolutions of our medical 
colleges and societies have done nothing more than carry this opinion 
and dictum of Hahnemann regarding his own followers into virtual 
effect ; and surely it is inconsistent on the part of these followers 
and others, to hold up such a tardy step as an instance of " perse- 
cution." At the same time, in adopting this step, the colleges and 
KMueties have so far dlschai^ed their dnty to the profesdon and the 
public, by at last testifying before them, in what light the leading 
medical bodies view the creed and principles of the homceopathists. 
To asl men holding that creed, and practising upon these principles, 
to dissociate themselves from our medical colleges and societies, is 
certauily no more an act of injustice than it would be for a Christian 
Church to remov*! from its communion those who held the creed and 
practised the tenets of Mohammedism or Buddhism, Mormonism or 
Swedenborgianism, or of any other extreme and exclusive rehgious 
heresy. With the opinions which the medical societies and colleges 
have formed of homoeopathy, they were as much bound to dissociate 
from them the followers of Hahnemann, as they would be bound to 
dissociate from them the followers of Morrison, or Coffin, or St John 
Long, or of any other extreme and exclusive medical heresy. Nay, 
should not the expressed doctrines and published tenets of Hahnemann 
on this point have led the homceopathists to take this step themselves, 
and of tlieir own accord, instead of forcing so disagreeable a duty 
upon the Colleges I In our own country, and in our own times, we 

' I'rcface lo the Fifth Edition of tbe " Oi^anon," p. xii. 
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HOM(EOPATHIC PE0PES8I0H OP FAITH. » 

have seen Professors of Theology in our Universiuea, and numbers of 
clergymen, volnntarily, and aa an act of simple common honesty, 
withdraw themselves from those corporations and communions whose 
principles they could no longer hold ; and this in cases where the 
communion to which they belonged, and not they themselves, 
bad changed their belief. And would not each one of these men 
have felt and considered his integrity surrendered and subverted, 
if he had persisted in retaining privileges, and drawing pecuniary 
emoluments, connected with a creed which he had come to 
repudiate? It might have been found difficult or impossible to 
deprive, for instance, Dr Chalmers or Dr Welsh of their Profes- 
sorial chairs and salaiies in the University of Edinburgh, aft«r they 
renounced the authority and discipline of the Established Church 
of Scotland ; but if these eminent men had then insisted on re- 
tmning, in the University, whatever of station or emolument they 
could retain legally, would the world not have pronounced a severe 
verdict on their sense of moral honour and uprightness} 

If it were necessary, it would, as I have already observed, be easy 
to add from other modern homoeopathic writings, abundant proof 
of the exclusive spirit of homoiopathy, and its opposition to regular 
aiid legitimate medicine. Let me adduce a single instance. In 
America, one or two institutions for licensing practitioners of 
homosopathy have been set on foot. The regulations of one (rf 
these licensing bodies at Kio have been published at some length 
in a work by Dr Mure, who was for a time President of the Insti- 
tntion. Each candidate for th^ license of medical homoeopathic 
practice, is first called upon to " make voluntarily" a " Profession 
of Faith," commencing as follows : — 

" My hand upon my conscience, and my eyes upturned to heaven, 
I embrace homoeopathy, and declare, after having examined atten- 
tively and impartially the various systems of medicine, that I ac- 
knowledge the doctrine of Hahnemann to be the only true medical 
doctrine," etc. etc. 

And subsequently, with all the company present listening ** in 
religious silence," the candidate for the license of practice was re- 
quired to take the following grate homoeopathic sponsio, or 

OATH. 
" B; onr Savionr Jesm Christ, who BnfTered ani died for at, redeeming 



IS by lii:j precious blood, and b; virtue of his puas obtuning foi nt 
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S OATH TO HOSKEOPATHIC LICENTIATES. 

ctenitl fellcitj : by out Divine Bedeemer, whom I ovgbt to ImiUto m f^ 
M bumiui weaknesB pennies, I swear: — 

" L. To redeem the sntferiiiga of the sick bj the pievenliTe enfferings of 
pare eiperimeDtBtion, which I shall make mjaelf, or by meaaB oF penou 
animated by the like charity. 

"a. Not to treat patients bat by medicament* whose effects hare been 
well proved, which are in the domain of pore homoeopath;, as I have 
acknowledged and declared in my profeesioQ of faith, 

" 3> To observe strictly the precepts of the gospel in the exercise of my 
dnlies, regarding as sacred objects the aecreuof families, virtne, the modesty 
of women, and the indigence of the poor. 

"4. To propagate the knowledge of the principles of Pure Homoeopathy 
by all lawfbl means ia m; power. 

" 5, To proSt as mach a» possible by the propagation of the prinoiplee of 
heoiteopatby, and 1^ the advantages of its application, in order to make 
them serve to diffuse Christianity, to farther Christian instrection, and the 
civilisation of the Indiana; and to require of Pagans, Mohammedans, idol~ 
Mara, and other infidels, their conversion to the faith, before inidating them 
into a knowledge of the principles of homceopaUiy. 

" And this I swear, in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." 

I hsive extracted the preceding translation of tLis homceopathic 
oath and jM^ifession of faith from a review of Dr Mure's work, in 
the " British Journal of Homceopathy" for 1849,^ a Journal edited 
by Dr Eutherford Russell of Edinburgh, Dr Drysdale of Liver- 
pool, and Dr Dudgeon of London. The }»>3feasion of faith and 
very solemn oath thus imposed upon medical students coming for- 
ward as candidates for the license of practice, arci quoted in the 
Journal edited by these physicians, without one single word of doubt 
or blame upon the *' illiberahty " of the proceeding, or one single 
hint or observation npon the " impropriety" of forcing the young and 
inexperienced medical licentiate to swear to maintain through life, at 
the risk of pe^uring himself, a creed which ninety-nine out of every 
hundred medical men deem to be utterly false. Indeed, after 
■quoting the profession of faith, the preceding oath, and other steps 
in the process of licensing, the only comment which is added in this 
" British Journal " is the following : — " This august ceremony was 
repeated last year, and it is hoped the occasion for it may be 
perennial."* 

' Britiih Journal of Homceopathy, vol. vii. p. 535, etc. 

' Tet one of these same editors, Dr Eussell, a short Ume snbseqnentlj, published 
in the same Journal a letter full of " intense indignation " (to use his own words) 
against the " folly, criminality, and craelty " of remitting, for a few weeks, a candi- 
date for a medical degree at a British Univeraity, on account of " Berious douLia us 
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The spirit and tendencies of these proceedings and ohservations of 
Haimemann, and of his modern disciples, is, I believe, too sel&evident 
to require any remarks to he added in the way of commentary. 

to the Bonndness of hia piinciples of pnctiee," and " his iomfflcieDc; (of knowledge) 
OQ some subjects of examination " (surgery and medical juriapmdence). In conse- 
quence of the renussion of ibis intending homcBOpathist, Dr Russell, bis two brother 
editoTB, their patieatH, and muij others, signed a petition to tbe Patrons of the 
University of Bdinbargb oh tbe matter, praying them to pre*Kit " tuy Qodae 
attempts to iuteifere with the full liberty of stadents of medicine." (See ft foil 
An^jaia of this very foolish "monster peti(ioD''in the " Monthly JoonuJ of Medical 
Science "for Febroary 1S52, pp. 157 to 163.) 

' AmoDget ttie signatures to this petition, tbe names of Clergymen are particnlarbr 
numerous. Would these Clergymen bave i^ren the license of tAtir dlTerse chnrcbes 
or denominations to any studeot whom the? knew to be a believer in the tenets of 
Unitariuiism, or Uonnonism, or Mohammedism, and who avowed bis Intuition to 
preach and practise these doctrines f Or would they ctmsider tbe refusal of <£ctr 
different licenses to such persons, as (to repeat their own words) " nndue attenpta 
to interfere with the full Uberty of students" of theology ? 

More latdy, there wag formed, and widely advertised, an " Association for the 
Protection of Homoeopathic Slndents and Practitioners." Tbe funds of this asso- 
ciation bave l>e«a in part, if not principally, osed to enable Dr Bussell to puUbh 
■t a che^ rate a volume intended to promote the cause of homoeopathy; and 
misrepresuiting and abusing personail; various members of the medical profession 
here and dsewhere. The rolunie tbni edited by Dr Russell conCwos, amongst other 
matter, a defence, hy the Rev. Mr Everest, Vicar of Wickwar, against an ezporidoa 

of his homteopatbic thedogy and doctrines by Dr Cormack (For an aocount of 

Ur Everest's Habnemaonic Sermon and Theology, see sabseqaently, ohapier iU, 
p. 24.) — In die list of the Association in question there are the names of fbur or five 
Edinburgh clergymen, contributing thus with their money to the repablicalion of this 
defence of Hr Everest's Sermon. Let us, for their own sakes, charitably hope. Chat 
they did not intend by this act to signify their approval and homologation of Mr 
Everest's tbeologioo-homceopatbic tenets. 

On the fly-leaf of the first Number for 18Sa of the "British Joamal of Hani<eo- 
patby," edited by Dr Russell, etc., there is an advertisement of Dr Busselt's volume, 
and it is therein stated, that " the Association has aireaiiy enrolled among its 
members, names of the hyheal weight in tbe political, social, and literary world." 
At the end of his volume, published months sabseqaently to tlus advertisement, Dr 
Bossell has indiscreetly printed the names of the male members of this Assodation. 
Unfortunately for tbe irnth even of the advertisement, brief as it is, of the volnme, 
there Is not. In the whole of this Bat, tbe name of any man of any note or eminence 
whatever In science or politics. And the only name among them known, as far as I 
ain. awfJ^ in the literary world, is that of a very eccentrio dignitary of the Episcopal 
cboroh, who has long been known as an especial patron of clairvoyance, mesmerised 
water, impossible cures of blitulness, homoeopathy, and the like. 
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CHAPTER II. 

REPORT OF SPEECH ON HOM(EOPATHT AT THE MEDICO- 
CHIRUROICAL SOCIETY ; HOMCEOPATHY AS JUDGED BY THE 
STANDARD OF COMMON SENSE ; EXiaUITY OP DOSES, ETC. 



[At their Jirtt meeting for tht Winter Seuiox 1851.S2, tht Medko-Ckintrgkai Socitig 
o/ Sdmbargh unoninnui^y paiatd a retottUion of a timilar lAaracter to tAoM alreadj 
maitioiKd. Frofitior S^t moved, — " That the public profatioa of Homceopathy th<Ul 
bt held to diiqaati/y for being admitted or Temainiiig a Member of the Medieo-Chirurgical 
Society </f EdiiAurgh." A report of Mr Syme'a remttrki, and ofthoae made by myaelf 
in letonding Mr Symit motion, ukm paMithed >'n the " Monthly Journat of Medical 
Science " for Dectmbtr 1861. The portioa of Ihii report totUaiiting my obierttaSon* 
to the Sorielg, it reprinltd in the following Chapter, icith, ai tialed in lie preface, the 
omiision of than matlert whidi mtre mereig perto'Uil.'] 

Dr Simpson seconded Mr Syme's motion 

For one, Dr Simpson rejoiced tbat the Colleges had taken up 
the subject, and set the matter on its right footing, by making 
the question of meeting homceopathists not a question longer left: 
to the responsibility and importunities of individuak, but a question 
-which tJie profession had fixed and settled in their corporate capa- 
city. 

The resolutions of the Colleges would, he believed, be doubly use- 
fiil by not only determining for the future the proper line of duty of 
the profession towards homceopathists ; but by showing also to the 
homceopathists their exact position in relation to the profession. Al- 
most all the fellows of our two Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons 
belong to the Medico-Chirurgical Society ; and in their capacity as 
fellows of their respective Colleges, have already unanimously ap- 
proved of the resolutions of the Colleges regarding the propriety of 
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escluding homoeopathists irom our professional commuiiion. Most, 
if not al), of the members of the Medico-Chirnrgical Society who do 
not happen to be fellows of either of the Colleges, bold, I believe, 
the same views. In requesting, therefore, the practitioners of homoeo- 
pathy to withdraw themselves from us, the Medico-Chirurgical 
Sodetyis merely, ao far, carrying into practical effect the resolutions 
of tbe Colleges on this same suhject. And most of the members are 
probably aware that while vory strong legal doubts exist as to public 
chartered corporations, like the two Colleges, having the power of 
exercising this right,fortanately,any private unchartered Society, like 
the Medico-Chirurgical, need fear no legal obstacle in enforcing their 
judgment. In passing therefore — and it is to be hoped, unani- 
mously — such a motion a^ that proposed by Mr Syme, we, the mem- 
bers of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, show our anxiety and desire 
to be rid of the professional presence of homoeopath ists in all our in- 
stitutions, by showing them our determination to he rid of them in 
those places from which we have an undoubted right of enforcing 
their exclusion. Every proper feeling of respect for ourselves, and 
every proper feeling of regard for the advancement of the great 
science which we cultivate, seem now to call upon us for this dis- 
agreeable step. Tor years past they have been allowed, and almost 
without gaiasay or resistance on our part, to hold up to the lay 
public all the beat acknowledged principles of our medical philosophy 
and practice — principles that have stood the test of thousands of 
years — as delusions and errors.' And they cannot surely deem us 

' My friead, Dr Jaraea Russell, id a letter nbicb be b«s published in faTOtir of 
honuBopatbj, observes, "In the meeting of tbe Medico-Chirurgical Society, some 
homteopathists were spoken of as holding up all the best Acknowledged principles of 
onr medical philoaophf and practice — principles which have stood the teat of thon- 
sands of jeara^-M delusioiiB and errora. 1 have not (says Dr Uusaell) so spoken, nor 
has any one ever spoken so in my hearing." Bat see the quotations in our prelimin- 
ary remarks, p. 2, where we Gnd Hahnemann himself denouncing the principlea of 
common rational medicine as the "exact opposiie" of the principles of hotniBO- 
pathy, as diffurenC " as day is from night." With a tone of perfect and indisputable 
infallibihty, Hahnemimn elsewhere remarks, " ll is iKfOSBiBi-B thai there can be 
another tme best method of coring dynamic diseases, that is all diseases not strictly 
surgical, besides honKBOpathj, just as it Is impossible to draw more than one straight 
line betwixt two given points."— (Or^onon, p. S06,) See also, for tbe same opinion, the 
same work, p. 1S6. Amongst other differences, let me inEtanca only one example. 
We all place much ralueupon the alnij at Morbid Anatomy. Id regard to tbe internal 
organic changes (cancer, tnbercles, etc. etc.) seen oD inspection of the body after 
death, and which the practiser of tbe pseudo-art of allopathy is (says he) in the habit 
"of pointing out to the soriowing relatives," Hahnemann insinuates or rather avers 
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either rash or sevBre in our proceedings, if slowly, bat at laat, we 
tarn roand and ask them, as we do to-night, to remove themselves 
from amoQgBt men whose opinions they systematically af^t to de- 
ride and deay. Nay, what good can they themselves derive from 
pertinadously adhering to a Society like ours, composed of profes- 
sional men banded together with the view of cultivating medical 
science iu a mode and on principles which they at one time professed 
to honour, but which they now profess to repudiate t As Mr Syme 
has properly observed, they have in fact ah-eady all but separated 
from our Society, inasmuch as they have alienated themselves from 
obr Society and College meetings and discussions, as if aahamed of 
the very step which they had taken. When we ask them to retire 
from onr Society, as Mr Syme's motion proposes, we ask them 
merely to sever entirely a tie which they have already virtaaDy 
broken, 

Dr S. iiirther argned for the projn-iety of this motion on another 
ground, — viz., that the presence of homoeopathists at our Society, 
even if they did come to our meetings, was not at all calculated to 
promote that principal and leading object of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Society, — the cultivation and advancement of medical science and 
knowledge. For he held that no man, or set of men, could in 
any degree (ud in effecting this object, who entertained principles 
Such as those which form the basis of the homoeopathic beKef. We 
were as much justified in asking those who had taken up a belief in 
the follies of Hahnemann and his Organon to withdraw from our 
Society, as a Christian community would be justified in expelling 
those of its members who came to believe in the follies of Joe Smith 
and the Mormon Bible. These two heresies — the homoeopathic and 
the Mormonite — seemed, in tact, to have many points in common, 
thongh-the one belonged to medicine, and could only be properly 

(Oririinon, p. ISO), (MfwM 1 understand his language), dut "thoijedeceitfalrecArds, 
the illostraced works on Pathological Anatom;, exhibit the prodncti of sncb lament- 
able bungling" merelj as results from allopatbj. In another work, addressing allo- 
pathic physicians, be obserree, " Be not too anxious to insist on the disieccion of tbe 
oorpies of those yon have dohe to death. You would not do it did jon know what 

yon thereby revealed to him who knows the truth There is di^layed (in 

dissections) not what was present before your treatment, as you would fain persuade 
the relatives, but what was prodvctd by your treatment I "—i/ainemann's Luttr 
Writings, by Dr Dudgeon (1851), p. S40. I should hope that Dr Russell will con- 
sider with me that such opinions sn morbid anatomy miut have been known to 
Hahnemann to be rLdionlously untrue ; and are, as snch, highly discreditable to 
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jadged of by physicians; and the other belonged to theology, and 
could only properly be judged of by clerical men. They were both 
equally wild. Some homceopathists profess Hahneniann to have 
been inspired ; m the Monnonites hold Smith to have been. Both 
heresies also were extending, it was trao ; but, that was no evi- 
dence of the value of either. It has been alleged that we have no 
confession of faith in medicine, — no standard by which we can pos- 
sibly judge, as clerical bodies do, of the amount of error and devia- 
tion of those members of the profession who, from time to time, may 
choose to set at nought the common principles of that profession. 
But we have a confession of faith, and a standard by which we eon 
judge such men, namely, the standabd of common sense. K 
we judge by this simple standard the opinions of Hahnemann and 
his followers, we will find them sadly, very sadly, wanting. In fact, 
all the dogmas and doctrines peculiar to him, are a tissue of the 
strangest contradictions and wildest absurdities. If a grown-np man 
were gravely and seriously to assert to the world that two and two 
make five, the world would be inclined to look upon him as doubt- 
fiilly rational, inasmuch as he defied the principles of common sense, 
And when other grown-up men teU the world that they can care this 
or that disease with a billionth or decillionth of a grain of this or that 
common and probably even inert drug, they' express an opinion per- 
haps even more intensely and directly absurd than the doctrine of 
two and two making five. All men can at once, because without any 
great intellectual effort, see through the foolishness and impossibility 
of the idea «£ two and two making live, but they do not equally see 
through the absurdity and impossibility of the more complicated, 
but equally ridiculous idea, of the billionth or decillionth. of a grain 
of oyster-shell, or chamomile, or belladonna, or the like, having any 
possible effect whatever upon the economy, for, resting contented with 
the mere name, they never once think or dream of what in reality a 
billionth or a decUHonth amounts to. Medical jurists and lawyers 
know of no po^n, however strong and powerful, the bilhonth or 
decillionth of which would in the least degree affect a man or ham 
a fly. They tell us that the mere division of their drugs invests, 
them with " tremendous" power j ' but they could not injure «r 

■ Let HI imagine for & moment, in the way of iiloBUatioD, a panUlel cue, and ob* 
wbere the oompariaoa being taken from ttaother department of art, the qnestion is 
not eagily capable of lieing rendered complex or caeaistical, u hai loo olten happened, 
when the human bodj and the art of phj^c were implicated in ll. SoppoM (to take 
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affect the friulest insect with one of their " tremendous" billiontlis or 
decillionths. For what, in fact, is a billionth of a grain t Why, if 
a single grain of sulphur were divided, as the bomoeopathiats use it 
and other drugs, into billionths, and if our common parent, Adam, 
when called into existence some 6,000 years ago, hid then hegun 
swallowing a billionth every.second, and if he had been permitted to 
live up to the present time doing nothing but swallowing night and 
day 60 billionths every minute, he would as yet have completed only 
a small part of his task. It would require him to work and swallow 
at the same rate for 24,000 years yet to come, in order to finish one 
single grain of a drag, which has little effect on his present descend- 
ants in doses of 25 or 50 grains. Yet the homceopathistB believe 
that a few of the sulphur billionths which Adam would have swal- 
lowed during these 80,000 years would cure, forsooth, an attack of 
jaundice. If we appeal to our standard — the standard of common 
sense — should not men holding principles of such unmitigated ridi- 
culousness be requested to withdraw from this and other medical 
societies T But a billionth was, after all, only the sixth dilution of a 
grain. Homceopathists have dilutions iax more refined, and doses 
far more infinitesimal than that. Some amongst them allege that 
drugs should always be used in their thirtieth dilution, or in decil- 
lionths, and Hahnemann averred that even the smell of such a dose 
is enough. When they speak of the decillionth of a grain, they 
seem little to reckon what a decillionth amounts to. For it is a 
sum the mere figures of which can scarcely give us any conception 
of its infinitesimal amount, (viz., — 

l,000.000,000,000,OM,0(X),0(X),000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.00^ 
The world is computed to contain at the present time some nine 



the umila or % late writer) t. djer taw a num tbrow a few pinohei of yellov 
df e Into the Lake of Oenera, mix tb« (unnerio duly and intimaielf with the water, 
and then pretend, without end, ta dja calicoes yeilow b; dipping them In one or in 
every part of the Lake, would ths dyer beliere there wai no Crick or deception in it? 
Can he, aa a rational being, poiaihly credit that a few graine of turmeric would give a 
power of dyeing linen yellow to the whole nateri of the Lake 7 Certainly not. And 
yet the homceopathiet telia ua, forwotb, that a due and Intimate admixture of a grun 
or some fraction of a grain of chamomile, or Pulsatilla, or sulphur, would impart the 
power of curing Jaundice, etc., to every glaaaM of a body of water far, far larger than 
the waters of suoh a Lake, If the dyer doubted the power of the iuflniteiimal dose 
of tunnerio in the Lake in relation to hit art, aurely the physician may equally eier- 
ciM the same privilege, with regard to the power of a similar or even greatly smaller 
dose, in relation to any Imaginary medicinal properties supposed to be imparted to 
the waters by its inSuence. 
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hundred millions of hutnan beings. If all these nine hundred mil- 
lions of hnman beings bad lived during the past six thousand years, 
and each of them had swallowed, every moment of their existence, ft 
decillionth of a grain, such as the homoeopaths use, they would not 
during these six thousand years, have finished one single grain ; nay, 
one grain would, in fact, suffice them all for millions and millions of 
years yet to come. A writer in the Edinburgh Review for October 
1851, in order to give his readers some idea of the numbers that were 
published of the catalogue of the Great Exhibition, states, that if these 
catalogues were placed in a vertical line or row, the base of which was 
at the bottom of the Pacific, the apex of the row would reach aa high 
as the top of Chimborazo. About twenty homoeopathic globules 
make an inch, and if eacli of these contained a decillionth of a grain, 
as some homcBopaths profess to use them, a continuous row of these 
decillionth globules would make a line which woidd stretch from the 
bottom of the Pacific, not only as high as Chimborazo ; or even as far 
as the moon ; but it would extend many, many times from the sun 
to the outermost planet in our system ; or even as far as any known 
star. A grain of belladonna orother of their drugs, distributed in such 
decillionth-dose globules, would make continuous lines many, many 
million times longer than all the railroads and other roads that ever 
were, or ever will be, formed on the face of the earth ; nay, they 
would cover the snrface of all these roads many millicm times, in all 
their lengths and breadtbs. And yet, say the homoeopaths, take a 
pin's point and lift out a few of these belladonna globules spread out 
on these interminable lines of road, and you will cure with them a 
case of scarlet fever. Surely men holding such fantastical doctrines, 
are not men mentally fit to be members of such a Society as this. 
They are heretical to the extent of utterly outraging the confession 
of faith that we use in medicine, — the standard of common sense ; 
and they cannot rightly deem us tyrannical if, in consequence, we re- 
quest, in snch a Society as this, to be relieved of their companionship. 
One remark of Mr Syme regarding the namber of homoeopathic 
practitioners in Edinburgh, reminded Dr Simpson of a curious fea- 
ture in homoeopathic practice among us. lie was not sure of bow 
many practitioners of homoeopathy we had in Edinburgh : hut they 
were all conversant with the fact, that therewere three homoeopathic 
drug-shops in the tovm. That fact was in itself a significant and 
illustrative fact. He did not know the number of drugs that homreo- 
pathists used, but he did not suppose that they exceeded 250 or 300 



d., Google 



H HOM<EOFATHIC GLOBULES 

separate articles. He was not aware what a grain of eacu mi^t 
cost ; but he imagined, not above a penny or two at most, on the 
ftTerago. And one single grain in even their fourth or fifth dilu- 
tions, would, of course, be sufficient during any one druggist's life- 
time, not only for a whole town such as Edinburgh, bnt for a whole 
universe ; while a grain of a drug divided into quintillionths or 
decillionths might in truth serve an entire race daring an entire 
geolo^c-al epoch. A hom<eopathic apothecary's stock in trade could 
not consequently well exceed a few shillings, or a few pounds at 
most, and need not sorely require renewal during the longest life- 
time. And yet theae same homceopathic dilutions seem convertible, 
through an adequate amount of credulity on the part of the public, 
into tmnual incomes sufficient for the maintenance of three thriving 
drug ^tablishments I To efiect this, the druggists must sell their 
pharmacentical exiguities at sometbing like a billionth or decitlionth 
of profit. He did not blame the druggists for this, or for charging, 
as they did, very smartly for the globules which they sold. Their 
high price was indeed in itself a more potent therapeutical agency 
than any problematical medicinal matter which they contained ; for 
what a man pays a high price or sum for, must, he naturally be- 
lieves, be of high value.^ But surely we may well smile at the 
deluded bt^era zealously emptying their purses in the purchase of 
such dreamy nonentities. 

Nor did it seem necessary that the globules of sugar of milk 
should go even through the form of being medicated with their sup- 
posed quadrillion ths, quintillionths, etc., of the drug whose name they 

' AccordioK to Dr Schnbert'a evidence rBgkrdiag tbe opiniooB and practices oT 
Hahnemann, the founder of homiBopathy was perfeoti; aware of this fact. " Hahne- 
mann nerer hesitated (sajs Dr Schabert) to promiie recovery to everj patient, 
withoat concerning himrolf about the oature of the malad; ; and I have Been some 
ludicronB results follovr these predictione. His plan was to demand far the cnie, in 
4bG shape of a fe^ a good roniid sum — one half to be paid down, — nnlimited confi- 
denoe in his treatment, doses of mgar of milk (undnigged), and a particular diet. 
The dieting, which simplj coD^sted in the denial of all gtimult, he considered to be 
ttbsolaielf necessary in order to allov nature to bare free plaj. Unlimited confi- 
dence in the treatment was his great support in oarrying out this system ; and he 
invariablj insisted upon this from every patient, well knoirlng that it was the Im- 
portant secret of life and death in such ca«03. Further, be used to observe, ■ We 
must not attend patients for ootbing, or let them have even a pennyworth of medi- 
cine gratnitously ; the greater the sum paid for pbysic and ph;fsicliin, the greater is 
the confidence placed in both.' '— Casper'* Wocliaachrift for March 1845. — Northern 
Journal of M^idae for 1845, p. 191. 
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bore. At least it had been averred that some in England who 
aflFected to manufacture these medicated globules on the large scale, 
had found that the sugar of milk, of which these globules were com- 
posed, answered just as well with or without a dip in the pretended 
dilutions,'' And, as &r as regarded the patient and the disease, it 
mattered nothing what globnle was given — whether one of charcoal 
or of arsenic. They were both so diluted as, of course, to be entirely 
inefficacious : and all the dru^ and globules in a homoeopathic 
medicine-box being rendered eqaally null and innocent by their 
previous reduction, any one of them could readily and successfiilly 
replace any other. 

Early in the history of homtEOpathy in Edinburgh, Dr Simpson 
had witnessed a circumstance proving, if any proof were required iii 
such an instance, that all homoeopathic globules act alike, — thSt aUy 
one may replace any other in the list ; and that it is th* belief with 
which the drug is taken, and not the infinitesimal drug itself, *hich 
produces the effect ascribed to it. Some eight or ten years ago, an 
old schoolmate of Dr Simpson having begun business as a homoeo- 
pathic druggist in Liverpool, kindly sent Dr S. a present of a small 
box of homceopathic medicines ; and a very beautiful painted box it 
was. During the time it was in Dr S.'a possesion, he put it only 
to one use, viz., he gave it as an occasional playdiing to his ddest 
son, who was then a chUd. The boy, revelling in his permitted 
amount of mischief, used in his sport to uncork the small bottles, 
empty their globules into a heap and then refill the bottles from the 
general mass. Of course, this had speedily the effect of altering and 
disarranging the contents of the entire lilliputian drug shop ; the 
globules pertaining to the different bottles were more or less 
thoroughly mixed together ; and sometimes, when the child was tired 
of his occupation, others at last refilled the bottles from the general 
heap. A professional brother happening to call at Dr S.'s house 
one day when Dr S. was absent &om home, saw the box, and put it 



It b; Dr GloTer of Newcastle, in the Lancet £ot Jannorj II, I85I, 
reg&rdiiig a Loodon firm mannfftctnriDg 60 Iba. weight of homrcopathic drugs mexj 
fortnight ; bnt who were " ao well aware (saya Dr OtoTer) of the farce, as nerer eTeu 
to attempt the troablesome mode of maoDfactare required h; homcBOpathj, so that 
the drugs really and trulj contain nolAing." In a late letter, Dr Glorer Informs me, 
that the agent of a London wholesale firm, which ia either (he first, or about- the first, 
house in the Vne, made the statement in question before wituesaes, in the bonse of 
the Messrs Oilpbi and Compaay, Draggista, Newcastle. 
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in his pocket. Many weeks afterwards, the new proprietor of the 
box met Dr S., and told him that he had been trying to practise 
homoeopathically, at which Dr S,, expressed his regret ; and he added, 
that he had seen some wonderful effects and cures from using the 
dmgs contained in Dr S.'s own former homceopathic box I Wrongly 
perhaps, as Dr S. now thinks, he did not at the time tell this phy- 
sician that the globules of the bottles which he had been using were 
elaborately commixed ; but the whole struck him as so good a joke 
at the moment, that he thought he wonld reserve it to bring it out 
upon his friend on some fdture and more ripe occasion, for the pur- 
pose of laughing him out of his homeeopathic delusion. But, unfor- 
tunately, matters hastened rapidly on ; the physician became more 
and more a homoeopathiat ; and then it became too serious a matter 
to joke about, when he actually published a list of supposed homoeo- 
pathic cures. The whole thing assumed so grave an aspect that he 
never mentioned it, until the physician, who had appropriated the 
box, had become far too hardened in his homeeopathic practices to 
allow of any hope of his re-conversion. From the time that tho 
physician in question mentioned the results of using the box, till 
within the last few months, he and Dr S- never spoke on the subject 
of either the box or homoeopathy. But the conversation turning on 
this last occasion upon the box, he remarked to Dr S., that Dr S- 
had no right to say, as he had heard reported, that it was the use of 
Dr S.'s commixed box of medicines that had converted him to 
homoeopathy ; because, as he added, he had another box of homoeo- 
pathic drugs at the time he began, and Dr S. had no power of 
knowing that it was not this other box that he had employed. Dr 
S., of course, confessed that he had no means of knowing that it was 
Dr S-'s former box which he had employed, excepting this, that 
previously he hnd distinctly and deliberately told Dr S. that it was 
Dr S.'s old box that he had used, and the results of which had 
effected the change in him at the time of the first conversation. And 
Dr S. felt sure of one other circumstance, namely, that if that phy- 
sician, CT any other homoeopathist, would use homeeopathic boxes 
equally commixed as that wliich Dr S. once possessed, they would 
get results just as good as they would obtain from the supposed non- 
mixed globules. There is a homeeopathic hospital now in London. 
If the physicians of it will take twenty or tliirty boxes of homoeo- 
pathic drugs, and allow any one to commix the contents of a few of 
them, and to funiish others with nothmg but sugar of milk globules, 
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A TEST PROPOSED. 17 

they would find it, he believed, utterly and totally impossible, after 
trials of weeks or montha, to point out the medicated from the non- 
medicated bosee, and those whose contents were thoroughly niixed, 
from those whose contents were all in due form and order. And he 
felt assured that the Society and the medical profession would join 
him in his sincere conviction and belief, that such an experiment 
was not in the least degree objectionable, in as far as the good and 
safety of the patients of the homceopatbic hospital were concerned.' 
For whether the drugged or undrugged globules were exhibited, one 
and the same result would follow,~viz, that the diseases of the 
patients would, under either mode of management, be allowed to go 
on uncontrolled and uninfiuenced to their own natural termination. 
Fortunately for such an inane and negative practice as horaceopathy, 
most diseases, even acute inflammation of the lungs, &c., did, in a 
large proportion of cases, tend ultimately towards a successful and 
happy termination, through the spontaneous and unaided efforts of 
nature alone;' and the swallowing of a few infinitesimal globules of 

1, woold, m bi» hours bf ^noerit;, probablj hare asnc- 
itement. It has been often qaeatiotied whethar Hahne- 
mnnn, like Ihe "prophet" Joe Smith, uied the talents bestowed npon him only to dupe 
othsra, or whether he was Bnoagh of a riBiomiry to believe in hiB own various in- 
credible doctrines. The pablished evidence of one who knew Hahnemann, Dr 
Schnbert of Drunbnrg, goes so far to prove that the fonnder of homceopathy was 
himself &r more knavish than foolish. " We bear it (remarks Dr Schaberi) conti- 
Daally asserted, thai Eshnemana placed do confidence in the powers of Datu-e in 
cnring disease ; bnt from my iflterconrse with him, I am qnite satisfied that no phy- 
sician ever tmsted more to the t^ medicatrw: natune. It reqniras, indeed, bnt very 
little reflection to enable ns to perceive, that it was throngh the oloseat acqnaintance 
with the curative powers of natnre, tliat HslmemaiiD was led to adopt his new sys- 
tem of medicine. I have heard him declare that he looked with contempt upon me- 
dical practice, and he thought that a patient would be none the worse if lell to him- 
self. He had a thorough conrictioo that all curable diseases might, under proper at- ' 
tention to diet, he removed by the efforts of nature alone. He looked upon these as 
bis sheet-anehor. On one occasion ha said to me, ' I give medicines hut very seldom, 
although I always prescribe small powders. I do this for the sake of keeping up in 
the patient's mind the firm belief that each powder contains a particolar dose of some 
medioinD. Most patienta will get well by adopting a simple mode of living, and hy 
placing a boundless confidence in their medical attendants. Ordinary practitioners 
know nothing of this practically, althongh they are always talking of the healing 
powers of nature.'"— Casper's Woehenidirift (or 1M5. On Hahnemann's use of small 
powders, to " quiet the patient or his friends," bnt which contained sagor only, see 
Dudgeon's Edition of the Orgation, p. 802. 

> The later observations of Lotus, Grisolle, Dietl, and others, have shown this to 
bold irne witii regard to a large class of cases of uncon^Hcaled pneumonia, and other 
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18 USE OF LARGE D0SE8 

any kind would not alter in any degree this result. But Dr S. feared 
that if he spoke longer he might fall into the error alladed to by Mr 
Syme, — viz., the error of discussing the merits, or rather demerits, 
of homoeopathy ; while the Society were met, not for this purpose, 
but for the purpose of expressing their judgment in regard merely 
to the propriety of practitioners of homceopathy withdrawing from 
the Society. 

There was another class of practitioners who ought, he thought, 
certainly to be included in the category of those whose names should 
be removed from the list of members. He alluded to such practi- 
tioners as were not simple-minded, but sincere homo^opathists. He 
alluded to those who pretended to be homceopathists, but acted as 
allopathiats, — who doctored people according as people themselves 
wished, either with drachms of drugs, or billions of a grain of the 
same ; who wished to be considered bomceopathists, but, as had been 
often detected, drugged their globules and tinctures with active doaea 
of the most powerful medicines ; who spread out the snare of homceo- 
pathy as a golden man-trap to catch credulous and trusting patients, 
and afterwards either openly or surreptitiously applied to them all 
the usual means employed in the armentarium of rational medicine. 
Some men pretended they could honestly and honourably mix up 
the two practices.' Most physicians naturally doubted whether any 



acnte JoBtimmations ; jost as it was prerional? known to hold tme with regard to a 
lai^e claBB of cases of tmcon^licatedhyeT; and the obserrationa of the homtBopathists 
hsTO fnlly, though anwittingly, confirmed the aame important pathological renutik. 

' " The pablio who iee homcEOpatbic dootori, generally conoeiye that their medi- 
cines are given to them in the attennatioiu of Hahnemann, in qnantitia* ranging 
irom a millionth to a decillionth of a grain. ' Little pills' were landed b; a plat- 
form speaker at tbe bomieopatluc meeting in Freemasons' Tavem ; bnt hia lauda- 
tions were perhaps applauded hymen (homieopathic practitioners) who give as freely, 
or more freely, than many of ns would dare to do, gtrychnia, aconite, and other such 
like dn^, tbe most terrible doses of which may be adminialered in drape, and frac- 
tions of a grain. Large doses of onr common medicines, aa I well know, are also 
every day pceecribed by men who came forward as candidate! for homiEopathic prac- 
tice among the wealthy and noble. 'Little pilla' may be, bnt certainly a little 
quantity of phyalc Is not, a orit«rion by which to know tbe practitioners who range 
themselves under tbe flag of homceopathy. Dr Qoin openly advised what I may term 
very large doses of camphor in cholera ; and in my own experience, I have fonnd 
that patients had been taking along with the glahnlea (under tbe name of adjnvanta), 
the same medicines, and in the same doses, which we employ, and which expenencebas 
sanctioned. What is now called homieopatbic practice may, I aier, mean any kind of 
practice. I have aaid enough to show jron how rain it is to define what is meant by 
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BT SOME HOM<EOPATHieT9. 



man could in honour and honesty oambine Bueh incompatible incon- 
grnities. Neither any trae homoeopath' nor any true allopath would 



homcSjpathic practice, when I mentioD, that, at a recent meeting of tbe ' Ammal 
CoDgress ■ of homcEopathist*, there ma preseot, as a large pwticipator in the bnuneBa, 
Dr William M'DoDald, who, besides being ahomreopathic practitioner, is a leading man 
as a belierec in, and lecturer on, the highest degrees of meamerism. Then Dr Mao- 
lood (whose antobiography I hold in my hand), the keeper of a water-cnre inn at 
Benrhf dding, in Yorkshire, is a chosen cbampioD of homoeopathy ; a man whom the 
HomoBpathic Timet delights to honour, sod who treats his patients by globules and 
wet sheets. Dr Henderson of Edinburgh, Dr Calvert Holland, and Mr Kingdon of 
London, prescribe infinitesimal or ordinary doses, according to their own or thdr 
patient's fancy. I select these gentiemcn as my examples, beoaose their acts are 
beibre the pnblic io print The medical creed of these practitioners it is impossible 
for ns to comprehend,"— .Rgjori of the ^leechei on Irregviar Practice, dtUvered at Uit 
NineUenth Annivertarj/ Meeting of the Provineial Medical and SuryiaU Association 
held at Brighton, August 13 and 14, 1S51. Speech of Br Cormack, p. 10. 

> Since this speech was Ursl published in the "Monthly JonmaJ," my colleague, 
Professor Henderson, has avowed and defended the mized practice. He says, " I 
igoica to say that I know many physicians, who, while they adhere to the honxeo- 
pathic law as the great regulator of their practice, consider themselTes entitled, in the 
free exercise of their profession as independent men, to prescribe any qoantity of 
medicine they think necessary for their patients, and where tbe homceop&thic prin- 
ciple cannot be of serrice to them, whether from its own present or necessary limita- 
tJons, or their inanfflcieot acqniuntance with it, consider themselves not only at li- 
berty, but bound in doty, to employ any other expedients for the benefit of their em- 
ployers that may be within their knowledge." I am unwilling to cbaiaoterise snch 
a doctrine in the terms wblch most medical men woold agree that it deserved ; for, 
with others, I confess I cannot see how the same medical man can himself conscien- 
tionsly treat the same disease, as pleurisy, pneumonia, Ac, either with full allopathic 
measures and doses, as bleeding, antimony, &C., or only with infinitesimal doses of phos- 
phoms, biyonia, aconite, &c. ; or how in consultation he can approve of some prac- 
titioners foUowiog the one plan, and of other practitioners pm^ulng the other. But 
I gladly leave the due estimation of such a combination of principles and practices 
to the criticism of tbe bomceopatbiets themselves. "Monstrous conjunction (ex- 
claims Dr Mure); sacrilegious enterprise I Withered he the hand which shall 
attempt to realise it I " (the conjunction of allopathy and homteopathy.) — Doctritie 
de FEcoh de Rio, p. vi. 

" There is (si^ a homteopathic physician, lately practiring in EMioburgh,) a 
class of practitioners who merit the iodignalion of every r^ht-minded man, — a class 
who, viewing medicine only as a trade, a. mere barter for pounds, sbiUings, and pence, 
act obsequiously, as the patient wishes; at his desire, their practice is either homora- 
pMhic or allopalbic. Such nnprincipled procedure admits of no apology." — Dr Black's 
Tnatue on Homaopathy, p. 163. 

Or, leaving these lesser homoeopathic authorities, let us turn to the opinions of (he 
founderof thisform ofnewphysic" In the last edition of his Or^onon, as elsewhere, 
Hahnemann repeatedly denounces, to use his own words, "the new mongrel sect who 
assume the honourable name of Homteopathists, and even seem to employ medicines 
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20 Hahnemann's mongrel sect. 

give this spurious set credit for their integrity of purpose and prin- 
ciple. If any such were members of the Society, let them certainly 
and undoubtedly be requested to retire. Their conduct was the 
conduct of the poor Swiss clergyman, who, living in a district partly 
of Romanists and partly of Protestants, thought it no discredit to 
eke out his living by preaching a strong Romanist sermon to the 
Romanists in the forenoon, and a strong Protestant sermon to the 
Protestants in the afternoon. He repeated, that he hoped and 
understood that Mr Syme's motion included this hybrid and equi- 
vocal class of practitioners. 

in form and appearance bonuBopathio, but naed by them witboat the slightest delibera- 
tion (quid-quid in b«ccam vmitj, and who, irhen the ananitable remedy does not imme- 
diaCelf give relief^ in place of laying Che blame on their unpardonable indolence and 
laxity in performing themostimpoTtantandserioug of all bnmaa affurs, ascribe it to 
homtsopathj, wbidi theyaccnse of great imperfection; if the truth be tdd, its imper- 
fections coDsiet in this, that the most anitable bomieopathio remedy for each morbid 
condition, does not spontaneonaly fly into their months like roasted pigeons, without 
any trouble on tbeir own part. They knoir, however (Hahnemann oontinnes), bow 
from ii^nent practice to make np for the inefficiency of the scarcely half bomcEO- 
pathic remedy, by the employment of allopathic means, that come macb more handy 
to them, among which one or more doaens of leeches applied to the affected part, or 
little harmless veneMcttons to the extent of eight onnces, and so forth, act an im- 
portant figure ; and should the patient, in spite of all this, recover, tbey extol their 
venesections, leeches, &c., alleging that had it not been for these, tbe patient would 
not have been brought through, and they give na to understand, in no doubtful lan- 
guage, that these operaUons, derived, without mneh eierdse of genius, &om the per- 
nidons ronUne of the old school, in reality contribated the beat share towards the 
cure ; but if the patient die under the treatment, as not onfrequently happens, they 
seek to console tbe friends by saying that ' they themselTes were witnesses tbnt every 
tbing conceivable bad been done fur tbe lamented deceased.' Who (adds Hahnemann) 
would do tliis MvolouB and pernicious tribe the honour to call them after the name 
of the very laborious but salutary art, HomiBOpathio physicians ? " Organon, p. S3 1 ; 
Bee alao pp. 169 and 20S. 

And in the Preface to the last edition of this work, Hahnemann further remarks, 
— " That some erring physicians, who would wish to be considered homisopathists, 
engraft some, to them more convenient, allopathic bad practices, upon tb^ nominally 
homoeopathic treatment, is owing to ignorance of the doctrine, laziness, contempt for 
Buffering humanity, and ridiculous conceit ; and, in addition to unpardonable negli- 
gence in searching for the beat homi£opatblo Bpecific for each case of disease, baa 
ollen a base love of gain, and other dishonourable motives, for its spring. And for 
its reaultf — That they cannot cure all important and serious diseases (which pure and 
careful homceopathy can), and that they send many of their patients to that place 
whence no one retams, whilst the friends console themselves with tbe reflection, that 
everything (including every hurtlU allopathic process) bas been done for the de- 
parted."-— Prs/nce to tlu Fifth Edition of Organon, p. xill. 
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CHAPTER in. 

NOTES ON THE PECULIAR THEOLOGICAL OPINIONS OF SOME 

OF HAHNEMANN'S DISCIPLBS ITCH-CURSE AND CURE — 

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS SYMPTOMS PRODUCED AND CUBED 
BY SOME HOM(EOPATHIC DRUGS. 

Aftee dniy denouncing the "old school physicians" as using a 
materia medica " founded mainly on conjecture and false deductions 
mixed up with falsehood and fraud," — as employing in chronic 
diseases *' medicines and prescriptions capable (says he) of producing 
God knows what morbid state," (p. 139), — and aa guilty in their 
practice of " cruelty towards their sick fellow-creatures," &c. &c., 
Hahnemann observes, in relation to his own supposed discovery and 
mission, " It was high time for the wise and benevolent Creator and 
Preserver of mankind to put a stop to this abomination, (and) to 
command a cessation of these tortures," &c. And, at the end of a 
long section of declamations, he again adds, — " It was high time that 
He should permit the discovery of homoeopathy." — {Organortf p. 55). 
At page 11, I have already stated that, apparently in con- 
sonance with these ideas, " some homoeopathists profess Hah- 
nemann to have been inspired." In one of the latest works 
on homoeopathy (Doctrine de TEcoU de Rio, ^c, Contenant une 
Exposition Methodique de ^ Homceopathie), published in Paris in 
1849 {h TInstitvl Ilomceopathiqtts), Hahnemann is spoken of aa " a 
messenger from heaven," ' as " the new evangelist," and as " the most 
inspired of discoverers Qe plus inspiTi de revelateuTsy sent to render 

' I hare alresdy citpd in e, previoua page (see Chapter I, p. 4), the strong oaih 
which Dr Mure describes as imposed bj himself and his colteagoeB, on the medical 
■tudenta whom they licensed as practitioners of Homreopathj. On that occauon, 
after the stodents had made their profession of homieop&thic &ith, taken Che oath, 
ftrC, Dr Mare, as President of the School, pablicly proDODDced their Hbert; to prac- 
tise in the following aSectedly sacred temu : — 

" In the nanie of Hahnemann, discoverer of Homceopatbf, from nhom I havs re- 
ceired the mission and the power, and with the assistance of my coadjutors, the 
disciples of that meiaertger from heaven, I noir declare jou fit to exerdse the new art, 
acknowledge you aa m J colteagoeB, and as professors of pure Homceopathy,"—Briii«ft 
Joamul of HomaopaOai fur 1849, Vol. VII., p. 53T. 
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22 HOH(EOFATHT A FOBH OF BELI610K. 

medicine, like the other sciences, properly Ghriatiau. "Throagh 
him, Christian science hecame universal ; and redemption descended 
from the dominion of sentiment to that of the ideas and of intel- 
ligence." 

The author oi the work in which these statements occur, Dr Mure, 
is described in the British Journal of Homceopafhy,^ edited by Dra 
Kussell, Diysdale, and Dudgeon, as " the indefatigable Apostle of 
homceopathy." This '^Apostle of homoeopathy" (to use the term 
thus gratefully bestowed upon him by hb English homeopathic 
brethren) declares in the work in question, that " homceopathy is 
not a science merely, but also, for those who comprehend it, a sub- 
lime devotion, a form, ofreliffhtt, a rainbow of divine union, holding 
out to mankind the promise of speedy regeneration." That this re- 
generation, however, might be accomplished, it was necessary, argues 
the author, that a victim as an expiatory sacrifice should be o^red 
up, "to conquer the indifference of the vulgar, who demanded 
the crucifixion of Christ and tBe release, of Barabhas." *' God 
(he adds) wUled that this expiatoiy victim should be bom upon 
the steps of a throne." . . . . " God (says he) willed that a 
whole nation, that an entire world, should have its eyes turned on 
him, so that the news of this unlooked-for death might inform all, 
that humanity was about to make a mighty step in advance," This 
expiatory victim "for the Physical Redemption of mankind" was, 
he proceeds to prove, the Prince Alphonso, heir-apparent to the Im- 
perial throne of Brazil, who died a few days after birth, firom being 
given to a consiimptive nurse, and for want, aa the author alleges, 
of proper homoeopathic advice. " It seems (he concludes) that it is 
only by an excess of evil that man can return to good. In order 
that humanity shonld renounce the worship of false gods, nothing 
less than a deicidk' was necessary. It is by a regicide' that 
allopathy behoved to mark its last hour," . . " A peal of thunder," 
states this so-called Apostle, " betokened the birth of him elected 
by God for this great mission. . . Nothing could prevail against 
the efforts of the Most High. The Prince Alphonso was destined 
to perish, and we to bear witness to his death, in order that it might 
prove more useful to the world than has been the life of the greatest 
Monarch." 



* Seo a sketch of Ae Apostle's life and doings in this Jonrmd for 1649, p. 530. 
' These two vorda ftre thus printed in capitals in the original. 
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HAS THE CHAKACTER OF IMFINlTr. 23 

But " a finishing character was (■writes Dr Mure) wanting to the 
new art (of homcBopathy), — the character of the Infinite. It (the 
character of the Iniinite) forms (he adds) the certain mark of the 
reform being accomplished under Christian influence ; all the sciences 
of the past are limited and material ; those of the future all carry 
man to the idea of the Infinite, and allow us to witness the Omni- 
present image of the Divinity." Hence, forsooth, according to this 
Apostle, the Injinitesitnal character of the doses used by homteo- 
pathists,-^" that discovery which forms the most beautiful gem in 
the immortal crown of Hahnemann." ' 

' H&hDemBDn himself gires another explauaUon of the lue of the iDfinitesimal 
division of drags, tiz., that it produces "a real bfibitdilibitioh of t^e djuamic pro- 
perty " of each drug — (P. 823)- " But (says be) the mode of atMuaittiDg proceed 
ia boiii<eopaUi3i, effects not onlj an equal distribation of the medidnol drop through- 
ont a great proporlional quantity of unmedicioal fluid, but it also happena — and thii 
is of infinitelj greater importance — that by tbe Buccnsaion and trituration employed, 
a change ia effected in the mixture, which is ho incredibly great, and so incoaceivabbf 
cnratiae, that this dCTelopmEnt of the bfibitdal power of medicines to auch a hei^l^ 
by means of the moUiplied and coDtioued trituration and Buccueaion of a small por- 
tion of medicinal substance with ever more and more' dry or duid nnmedicinal sub- 
stances, deserves incontestibly to be reckoned among the greatest discoveries of tbia 
•f^." — The Lesser Writingt of Hahnemann, p. 816. Edited by Dr Dudgeon. 

The " Apostle of HouKBopathy," Dr Mure, tells us, in the work alluded to in the 
t«xt, that, besides the very solemn Oath already quoted at p. i, amongst the nine 
articles of the homceopathic creed which the graduates of the school over which he 
presided, are obliged to subscribe, are the two following: — 

" I believe that all substances in nature, even those regarded as the most inert, 
possess the power of acting on the vital dynamism, because all contain a spiritwii 
principle which they derive, from God. 

" 1 believe it to be a sacred duty for every man, and particularly every Christian, 
to submit himself to pure experimentation, as tar as bis health admits of it, remem- 
bering that oar divine Sedeemer consented to suffer an Ignoninions death on the 
cross, to redeem us Irom sin, and to obtain for us eternal happiness." — British Joumai 
of Homixopathy, Vol. VII., p. 535, 536. 

Id on Editorial semi-religious essay in the "Family Herald" for November 2, 1850, 
homteopathy is held up to the English public as a kind of passage from the sove- 
reignty of matter to Uiat of spirit, — " Beligion itself," says the writer, " has under, 
gone a spiritual revolution since the d^e of Hahnemann's discovery. . . . The 
tendency of homoeopathy is so decidedly spiritual, that it naturally leads its pos- 
■eesors, in spite of diemselrea, into mystic and religious feelings. How is it possible 
for a man to escape them, when he becomes conviooed irom experience that the less 
material his medicine becomes, the more efBcacious it proves? ' The less matter 
the more spirit,' ia its admitted maxim ; and if this do not tend to make a spiritualist 
of a man, «e know not what will. . . . It Ls the spirit that corctb, and spirit is 

not to be measured in value by the amount of the bod; that contains it 

Such (observes the writer) is the reasoning of homceopathy, and the analogy is veri/ 
beaatijv'l" &c. &.a. 
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24 HOH(£OPATIir FORESHABOWED IN SCBIFTUBE. 

Such p^unful suggestious and wild statements are not limited to 
the homteopathic literature of France. Guided by a similar spirit, 
some English homoeopathiats have anxiously attempted to show 
that the doctrines and practices of Hahnemann are didy foreshadowed 
in Scripture. Ehiring the past year, a aeroion waa preached in 
Loudon by a clergyman of the Chureh of England, the Rev. 
Thomas E. Everest, Rector of Wickwar, Gloucestershrre, in aid of 
the Hahnemann Hospital : and has been subsequently published. 
The sermon is replete with Hahnemannic theology, as well as 
Hahnemannic medicine. The reverend author, who boasts of " some 
years of intimacy " with Hahnemann, conceives it was not likely 
that " the sacred pages of the Word of Grod should be quite silent 
on the subject" of the discoveries which his friend imagined he 
had made some nineteen centuries afterwards. And accordingly 
be finds they are not "silent." One of Hahnemann's supposed 
highest and greatest generalizations in pathology was, the dogma or 
doctrine that about seven-eighths of all the chronic diseases of the 
roen and women of this and other ages were the result of the unob- 
served and unknown presence of Psora, or (to use its plain English 
synonym) Itch, and were to be cured by the remedies capable of 
curing Itch.* But, argues the Rev. Rector of Wickwar, our Saviour 

' HabnemoDQ, in bia Organon (p. IS3), telU aa that be spent twelve jeuB of his 
lita ia tracing the origin of ui " incrediblj large amuber of cbronic affeotioiu " to 

tbeir true source, muoelj. Itch " This thotuand-headed monitar of disease," as he 

terms il, "does," to qaote bis own words, "after tJie oompletion oftbe internal infec- 
tion of tbe whole organism, announce bj a, peculiar cutaneons erapdon, sometimes 
consiating anl7 of a fbw veueles, accompanied by intolerable roluptuooB tickling 
itching (and a peanliar odour), tbe monstrous intern^ olironic miasm — tbe psora, 
the onlj real fundamental cause and producer of all tbe other nnmetons, I maj say, 
innnmeFable, fornis of disease, wblcb nudet tbe names of Nerrous Debilitj, Hjsteria, 
HypochondriasiB, Uania, MelBocbolia, Imbecility, Madness, Epilepsy, and Convul- 
sions of oil sotta, of Softening of tbe Bones (Rachitis), Scoliosis and Cypboaia, Caries, 
Cancer, Fungna, Hfematodes, Malignant Organic Growths, Gout, HcemorTboids, 
Jaundice, Cyanosia, Dropay, Amenorrbiea, Hesmonhage ttowi tbe Stomach, Nose 
Lnnga, Bladder, and Womb, of Asthma, and Ulceration of the Lungs, of Impotence 
and Barrenness, of Megrim, Deafness, Cataract, Amauroaia, Urinary Calcnlns, 
ParalysJB, Defects of the Senses, and Ptuns of thousands of kinds, ttc, figure in sys- 
temado works on pMbology as peculiar independent diaeaaea." — (P. 1S3.) Hahne- 
mann tried to trace some acute diseasee also to Piora. " Nu one. (says he) free from 
Psora, ever gets inflammation of the lungs." — Leaer Writmgi, p. 831. 

MrETereat'sownlancifal eamneratioD of tbe moral, religious, political, and physical 
results in mankind of the presence of Itch or Leproaj in tbe human constitution, is 
perhaps alill more eitensive and comprehenaive than that of Hahnemann ; and he tells 
us he could adduce many proofs derived ftvm his (Mr Evereat'a) own experience. 
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actually meant the cure of Itch (that fertile source of human disease 
and suffering), when he issued " the solemn command to his disci- 
ples," " cleanse the lepers " (Matt. x. 7, 8) ; the leprosy of the New 
Testament and the psora or itch of Hahnemann being, according to 

of tbe tiuth of Hahnemann's doctrine of tlie dieadful conseqaences of tlie toiat of Itoh 
or lepiMsy. " The taint (saj» he) ia, u Scriptore hai hinted, and inyegtigaiion Aai with- 
in these few years shown, the parent of »li these chronic teodencieB, these Cachexias, 
these Scrofulas, these Atrophies, this Sterility, this Atony, this Qout, this Rhenmatisiii, 
this Phthisis, this hereditary Insanity with all its hydra heads and multiforni shgipea 
and shades, dark Pasaions, fhrions Lusts, stubborn Obstinacies, soowUng Tempera, 
suicidal Manias, gloomy Revenges, gnawing Jealousies, Frelfiilness, lU-homour ; in 
short, all the vanons aberrations of mind, and relnctance to bear patiently the bur> 
dens which the Lord lays on man. All these chronic tendencies to disorder do com- 
bioe and interlace with the natnral corruption, the tunt derived from Adam ; and 
who, save God alone, shall say where one begins, and the other ends 7 The ten- 
dency to disorder of. the funolions aggrarates the tendency to ain. The chronic 
taint in the constitiition increases the chronic proneneas to ain which Adam left ns. 
The phjMcal leprosy of the flesh onites with the mora! leprosy of the seal. It is this 
combination of the two, aided often by stimuli, and almost always by large doses of 
Tiolenl inappropriate medicines antecedently giren (medicines which a child may put 
into the conslitulion, but which ten men coald not get out of it again), which festers 
in jaar gaols, rots !□ your hoiks, seethes in your lanes and alleys, and bubbles up in 
crime, madness, and eccentricity all over yoor land. This it is which makes yonr 
atheist on the one hand, your bigot oo the otiier. This it is which feeds the flame of 
toQj everywhere all Over the earth, placed Simon on his pillar, sent the world on 
crusades, lights the Snttee -.—nay, why travel eastward 1 which here in this our own 
land, gave disciples to Johanna Southcote, creates Mormons,— -peoples Agapemone, 
begets holy jackets and bleeding piolures,^ — and confounds God's reasonable heritage 
with crime— gnilt— lust — passion— -disense — distress— lunacy — folly— idiocy." — P. 3B 
of Mr Everest's Sermon, 

Sorely, among the many wild and strange medical theories that have, during the 
last two or three thousand years, been broached and forgotten by enthimasta, none 
was ever at least wilder or stranger than this BabnemaaDic fancy regarding Itcb 
and its supposed ill coDseqnences. Iteb is now generally recognised and acknowledged 
to consist ofa speciea of inflammation of tb'e skin, produced there by the burrowing 
and presence of an insect and its products (the Acarus Scabiei). " Now-a-dayg it i> 
generally believed by the best observers, that the Acaros alone can produce the 
itch." (Journal of SomoeopatAy Jar 1849, p. 357.) And if man, tbrou^ cleanliness 
and Appropriate washes, &c., clears bis skin from lite presence of this GIthj inaectr 
he becomes, forsooth, the victim of the diversified diseases described in (he preceding 
paragraphs 1 What a sad satire upon cleanliness and hygiene. Nor is this absurd 
doctrine rendered less ahsurd by the excuse brought forward in extenuation of it bj 
Bome homceopathiats, riz., that Hahnemann waa not the original inventor and has 
not been the sole supporter of this medical hypothesis. In fact, Hahnemann bad 
changed his own opinion on the matter. For in the early part of his career he 
attributed to the drinking and use of coffit a vast number at those chronic diseases 
which he latterly so dogmatically attributed to Itch. (See Jourttal of Eomt}iopalhs 
tot 1S48, p. 362.) 
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Mr Everest's own gntod discovery, quite identical. Of coarse, 
according to this new Hahnemaonic theology, all oar learned 
theologians have hitherto heen in error in supposing, that the 
verse in which this phrase occurs (" And as ye go, preach, 
saying. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, 
cleanse tlie lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils ") included a 
warrant of miracnloas gifts to the first disciples, for the purpose 
of their testifying to men the truth of the great mission intrusted 
to them. Why (argues Mr Everest) was leprosy picked out among 
the ills of man? "Why not blindness?" He forgets that blindness 
is enumerated in another parallel passage in evidence of the same 
divine power of miracle-working on the part of our Saviour him- 
self. " The bUnd receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf bear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have the gospel preached to them " (Matt. xi. 5). Maundrell, one 
of our earliest English travellei-s in Palestine, when speaking of the 
leprosy, which he still saw, in the 17th century, lingering among 
some inhabitants of the Holy Land, describes *'the distemper as so 
noisome that it mighte well passe for the utmost corruption of the 
human bodie on this side the grave." Its revolting and hopeless 
character was well known to the Jews from the experience of ages ; 
and Christ, indeed, could not have manifested his own divine power 
and mission more strongly than by miraculously curing so incurable 
a malady, and by bestowing the same gifl upon his disciples. 

" Irreligion (maintains Mr Everest), is the daughter of internal 
disorder," or disease ; but " the old system " of medicine did not pro- 
perly remove disordered action, and hence " was (to use his own 
words) of no use or value as an aid to conversion ; " whilst he con- 
ceives that by appropriate homosopathic treatment, clergymen may 
expect to obtain great assistance in their spiritual work among their 
flocks. If the psoric taint were completely eradicated, the conse- 
quence, he maintains, would be, that " the holy and saving truths 
of the Gospel then will be admitted into the heart, and never fail, 
then, to infiuence the life." * Without, in short, stating it in as many 

1 Hahnemann's experience, bowever, was not apparenUy alwajx in consonance with 
Mc Ererest's theorj. For, in a note to one of hie Bections on the effects and cure 
of p»ora, he tbna complains ; — " Hoir often do we not meet with a mild, soft dis- 
powtion in patjents who hare for jeais been afflioled with the most painful diseases, 
Eo that the physician feels constrained to enteem and compassionate the suCFerer ! 
But if he suM(i« the disease, and restore the patient to heallA — as is frequently done 
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words, Mr Everest, — amidst much characteristic verbiage and 
declamation, — conveys to the minds of his readers the idea that 
sin, or at least man's persistence in sin, and repulsion of gospel 
truth, is the result of the innate phygical deformity or disorder of the 
human body, rather than the result of the innate moral deformity 
and widfedness of the human heart, or of both combined; but further, 
this physical disorder — consisting, as it does, merely of Psora or 
Itch and its consequences, — is removable by appropriate medical 
anti-pEpric treatment ; and he believes that the reception of Divine 
truth for conviction and conversion may, and should, be artificially 
promoted by globulising homceopathically, children and others, not 
" when people are sick, but before that," for thus (again to use his 
own words) by a " continuous [homceopathic] treatment, begun in 
childhood, we may hope to anticipate disorders, to restore harmony, 
to combat the internal psoric tendencies, and to procure a patient 
hearing and kindly reception of spiritual ministrations." . . . 
" When the old system" (of physic) " shall have quite vanished &om 
the earth, and the new one (homoeopathic) shall be established, then, 
for the first time, vriii the Gospel of the kingdom of grace be preached 
as Jesus ordered it to be preached, and received as God intended it to 
be received." ('See Sermon preached in the phurch of St Augustin, 
Cheapside, April Qtk, 1851, Jy the Rev. Tliomas JR. Everest ; London, 
published by Alyott and Jones, booksellers), 

I regret to add, that the homceopathic orthodoxy of Mr Kverest's 
Hahnemannic Theology has been so far-sanctioned and homologated 
by his homcBopathio brethren in England, that the sermon in ques- 
tion was publicly preached in aid of the funds of the London 
Hahnemann Hospital; Mr Everest having been nominated for 
that purpose by, he tells ns, the kind partiality of the Hospital 
Board of Management. The reverend author is himself a Vice-Presi- 
dent in the directory of the same hospital ; and the fly-leaf of his 
sermon hears the names of various noblemen, gentlemen, and homceo- 
pathic physicians, as olBce-bearera along with hira in the manage- 
ment of the institution which was to reap the pecuniary benefits 

in homreopathic practice — he is often astonished and horrified at the frightful altera- 
tion in his disposition. Ha often witnesses the occurrence of ingratitude, crueltj, 
refined malice, and propensities most disgraceful and degrading to humanily, which 
were exacttj tbe qnalltiea possessed bj the patient before he grew ill." — Salimmaan'a 
Orffanon. Fifth Edition. P. 265. When Hahnemann, therefore, cared Psora, he 
produced, by the cure of it, some of the very mental states which Mr Everest de- 
scribes as the results of the want of cure of this disease. 
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accruing from the delivery of ibis medico-theological statement and 
appeal of his to the " mothers," the " fathers," the " religious public," 
the " reli^ous body of this land," and the " governors of God's herit- 
age, monarchs, parliaments, and ma^strates." The day after this 
sermon was preached, the managers and friends of the Hahnemann 
Hospital, and some of the principal homoeopath ists of London, dined 
together, under the presidency of Lord Grosvenor. And at this 
dinner, Mr Everest's sermon was publicly declared to be a " giant 
addition to the homoeopathic literature of this country. (Cheers.)"' 
A few days afterwards, the Editor of the Homeeopaihic Times, In a 
long and laudatory review of Mr Everest's sermon, observes, — " His 
admirable discourse in respect of logic was faultless ; sometimes 
grave in ceqsore, sometimes severe in Christian simplicity, sometimes 
thrilling in pathos. In short, it woe a great achievement. The 
discourse must, of course, be forthwith published ; and we trust it 
will be distributed by tens of thousands." {Hotnaopathic Times for 
April 12, 1851, p. 514.) 

A late discovery of Dr Mure may perhaps greatly interest poor 
Mr Everest, and those who &ncy with him that psora or itch forms 
one of the great obstructions to spiritual conversion. Dr Mure an- 
nounces this discovery (see his Pathogetietie, pp. 129 to 141) with, 
he states, " a feeling of inward satis&ction " (le sentiment de satisfac- 
tion intime), and a conviction that he renders by it " a real service to 
the practice and theory of medicine." This new and grand specific 
for psora, and especially for hereditary psora (the very thing re- 
quired), consists of homoeopathic doses of a species of animal which, 
observes Dr Miu«, " it is unnecessary to describe at length, the 
animal being sufficiently known," — namely, the human louse, "le 
pou sur la tite des enfans," or " Pediculvs capitis." ' Dr Mure 

' See Speech of Mr Le«f, in " HooKeopatbic Times " for April la, 18S1, p. SIT. 

' DoBes of aDOlher insect had preriooslf been uaed ftir the homceopathic treatment 
of Piora. Persona affected with itch bare (as is Dow well knawD to phjiicioiii), a 
small insect (the Acarug ScabUi) imbedded in their diseased ikins in the vidnitj of 
the erupttoDB. These small insects, picked from the sUns of patienla ^ected 
with itch, are, it appears, after being triturated with sugar of milk, adminiitered as 
an internal remedjin that disordef, en the principle sinufia limiUbut aa-antur. — (PAar- 
marealical Journal for 1891, Vol. z. p. 382.) On the same principle Di Hering, one 
of the most distingaished American homreopathists, recommends swallowing " bags 
in the 30th dilntioo" for curing the inflammation arising from hug- bites. "The ex- 
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found that doses of lice, or lice-tea, were capable of creating 283 
different symptoms in the stomach, head, chest, bowels, skin, &c., 
&c. To the description of these symptoms he devotes twelve pages, 
and his conclnsion is that the effects of this new medicinal homoeo- 
pathic agent were altogether such as to show it to be a marvellous 
specific for the removal of psora.' May we expect a report from the 
Sector of Wickwar and his clerico-medical followers as to the ex- 
tent to which they find continuous doses of the Fediculus when 
administered to their congregations an tud to their " spiritaal con- 
Only think of Dr Wiseman, or Dr Hngh M'Neile, Dr Candlish, 
or Mr Dmmmond, attempting to render their spiritual ministrations 
more efficacious to their flocks by asking them, as Mr Everest 



anthemata shonid be combated in the same way ; cholera patients should swallow 
the mattera the; ejected, potentiied (or dulj prepared) ; yellow fever patients should 
be treated in like manner ; the scales of soartatina should be used as a prophylactic 
against that disease; and tjphna patients should haie milk sugar laid on their skin 
to eatch the tjphue rirna, which was to be need as an anti-typhas remedy. Hering 
called chie treatment b; nmBinia, not aqaalia; aod HohneioaDn says the same. 
(ClKTOit. Kraak. VoL i. p. 188)." " LeuooirhcBa was Cured by potentized lencorrhfea! 
matter," &o., and the expectoration of consampuou ^ven to phthisical patients. See 
furtber detuls of isopathic remedies in a Sketch of the ProgressiTe Derelopment of the 
Homceopathic System, in the "Journal of Homceopath;". for 1849, p. 337. Drg 
Tietze, Sobnappaof, Bummel, oad others, have Utterly treated patients labouring 
under Bmoll-pox with doses of the matter of small- poz and cow-pox. — i^Ibid. for 1851, 
p. 470 and 504.) 

I " Avant de commencer eette experience, nous en attendions des r&ultats import- 
onts. Nous pensions que la nature, en mnltipliant le Fou sar la t€te des enfants, 
indiquaJt d'arauce nn sp^dfiqne de la psore h^r^iture. Kons savioos anssi que le 
fltornunid^velappiJtlapityriasecbeE lliammesaio. Cette coTncidence merreillense, 
cette double demonstration, ne pauvait Stre trompeuse. Nous avons, en eS'et, tronv^ 
dans Paiicuha nn agent des plus utiles daas les maladies de I'enfance, et, de plus, on 
des tcrmes extremes de la s^rie symptomatologique qne nous avoDS ^aacb^, et que 
Bans lui nous eussions eu, sans doute, beaucoup de peine & formuler. Sous ce double 
rapport, nous pensons avoir rendu on service r^l & la pratique et i, la th^orie de 
notre art. Ceux qni se livrent a cea patiences recherches peavent seuls comprendre 
le sentiment de satisfaction intime qui accompagneunepareille conviction." — Doetrirta 
de VEaila de Bio, &c,, — contenant une Eepotitian MeiJuidique de rHomasopaihie, &a. 
p. 129. 

1 Iiaat March, there was ominously advertised in the SoBiompaiAic TY'ines, as exist- 
ing in Mr Everest's parish or Wickwar, a " HoTDo»>patbic Preparatory Establishment 
for Young Ladies." The .tenor of the advertisement would seeoi to show, that this 
was a boarding-house or school. (See Hbmceopathic Tima for Marcb IS, 1851). 
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proposes, to get themselTes properly drugged and prepared for the 
reception of gospel truth by due doses of anti-psoric globules ! ' 

Too true, alas I is the trite remark, that, for centuries past, the 
promoters of almost all varieties of human folly have, by forced ex- 
planations of one text or other of the Bible, attempted to defend 
and justify their own peculiar type of foolishness. 

' The homorapathic list of drugs incladei s number of medidnes tb&t pouesf (at 
least according to the homceopathuta) tbe poirer of produdng, and hence, on the 
principle " Bimilia Bimilibas curantnr," of curing, various moral and religioiu Ejmp- 
toms and states. Thus, according to Jabr (vide Mamtal of Hotncei^prUhie Medkine, 
ToL L), tbe great anti-psoric remedy, Sulfhcb (p. 663), pTodaces in a healtbj penoD, 
and bencs will core in a diceased, the feeling of " Deipair of EtAnaJ SalTation;" 
Ltcopodii™ (p. 337) poBseasea tbe same property; a dote of Fdlutilli (p. 468) 
produces " Despair of Eternal HappioesB, nitb continual prajing," " bjmns, and De- 
vont Aspect;" IiACHBBia (p. 310) produces, and bence abontd curs, " Absence of 
Beligioos feeling, and fear of approacbiag deatb ;" a small dose of Gold, taken 
inten]allj,prodaces"EKceasiTe Scruples of Coiucience,"and "Despair of One's wlf 
and others;" ViKiTBim produces "extraordinary tacitumitj, with Oaths on the 
slimiest pTOTOcalion," and " Baling abont Beligious Matters ;" Acohitb (p. 3) Pro- 
duces "an irresistible desire to Blaspheme and Swear," and " a sensation as if the 
mind was separated trom the bodj ;" Akacabdiuh (p. 33) Prodaces the same 
swearing symptoms, and " absence of all Moral and Beligioos feelings " (vol. ii^ 
p. 155); > dose of common CoLoaTHTH) an ingredient in an allopathic pill which 
most people hare repeatedly swallowed) produces (says Jabr, p. 1 89) " Want of all 
Beligions Feeling," jio. Ice. &c. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

STATE OF HOMCEOPATHY IN GERMABY, ETC.— NUMBER OF 
HOMCEOPATHIC PUPILS AT VIENNA HOSPITALS.— ITS PA- 
TRONAGE BY SOME LAYMEN OF TALENT. 

In the preceding speech, I have incidentally stated (p. 11) that the 
religioos Mormonite doctrines of Joseph Smith, and the medical 
HoBKBopathic doctrines of Samu^l Hahnemann, were two heresies 
which were both extending;' "^but that was no evidence of the 
value of either." This observation, however just as regards the pros- 
pects of homoeopathy among the " very rich, but always very cre- 
dulous and very dupable, people of England," does not seem to 
hold equally true with regard to the latter course and history of 
homceopathy on the Continent of Earope. In "Bradshaw's Guide 
to the Continent," published a few months ago (August 1851), 
the author, Mr Lee, who, " by repeated visits and residences" upon 
the Continent, has made himself specially intimate with its medical 
and other institutions, incidentally makes the following observations 
regarding the present state of homceopathy in its native conntry of 
Germany, and the condition of it in Leipsic at the time of bis last 
visit to that city : — 

" At the time," he observes (pp. 290 and 291), "of my first visit, 
1 was anxious to see the Homoeopathic Hospital, of which I had pre- 
viously heard, Leipsic being the head-quarters of this doctrine. I 
expected to have found at least forty or fifty beds filled with patients ; 
but was rather surprised to find that the building (which is a small 
house in the suburbs) only contained eight, and even of these all but 
two or three were unoccupied. At my last visit to Leipsic, I un- 
derstood that matters were going on badly with homceopathy, which 
indeed is now comparatively little heard of in Germany and France, 
except at Vienna, and only requires to be understood by the public 
for its absurdity to be apparent, though there will always be credu- 
lous individuals who are to be caught by any novelty, when presented 

' On the rapid and recent extenaian of Uormonbm ("the oa\j State Church in 
America"), see an interesting Tolume, entitled "The Mormons, or Latter-Day 
Sainta," latel; published in the Illnstrated National Library. 



D„titd=,GoogIc 



62 HOH(EOPATHlSTS AS A CI^FtS. 

under a specious appearance, and backed by an unintelli^ble name. 
Daring Its whole progress, it never was sanctioned by any individual 
of eminence in the profession,' antl was principally taken up as a 
means of acquiring wealth or a livelihood, by persons who had never 
been previously heard of, or who were known as having failed to ac- 
quire practice by the honourable exercise of their profession, by whom 
every means were taken to puff it into notice, and to keep public 
attention directed tb it ; such as repeated histories of cures, the estab- 
lishment of dispensaries, of which, I believe, the only one that 
remains is the above-mentioned at Leipsic, even if that be still in 
existence ; for a few months before my arrival, the house-physician 
having become convinced, during a residence of some time in the 
dispensary, of the nullity and dauger of homoeopathy, gave up 
his appointment, and published an exposition of the system pur- 
sued,' with an account of cases, which clearly shows (what had 

) " HoDueopathigta (obaerveB Dr Hooker) ofleD boaat of the inrotdt which their 
Bjitem hM made upon the ranks of ihe laecIicB] proreMion. Bat it is an emplj 
boaat. If the homceopathic phyaiciang in this country conld be gathered together, it 
woald be an anemblage, for the most part, of rery common men. No anperior order 
of talent iroald be found among them. Here vauld be none who are diitingnlshed 
for true research ; nune who have made any respectable additions to the Lteratnre of 
medicine, or to lis store of experience; and none who have ever had any commanding 
influence. There iroald be some, indeed, who ore repnled among bomceopathi»ta to 
be great men; but none who, previans to their conTeraion to homteopalhy, were con- 
udered great by tbe medical profession. A large portion of that assemblage, I am 
persnaded from what I bave seen, would be made up of men who have no Ime futh 
in the so-called science of homteopathy, but have a strong faith in the deception which 
can be practised by means of it upon the commaaity, and its cooseqnent availalniity 
in a pecuniary point of liew. Those who hare such a strange cast of mind, as to dupe 
themselres into a belief of homcBopathic doctrines, after a thorough and scientific 
ezaminatton of them, I suspect would be in (be minority." — Dr Hooker't Phytidan 
and Patient, p. 142. New York, 1849. 

Dr Miihry of Hanover, writing regarding the homreopatbic phy^ians of Germany, 
remarks, — " I do not hesitate to say that, although men of worth are to be found 
amongst them, there preruls, generally speaking, both within and witbont the pro- 
fession, a low opinion of the standard of their intelligence. InQennany, no man of 
undoubted eminence has ever become a convert to the system. Only once has an 
Instance like that . ■ . occurred : Dr Eopp, of Hanan, unexpectedly published 
a volume of * Practical Observations,' descriptive of a series of homceopathic casea 
and cnres of his own witnessing. He thus stamped himself a homosopathist. A 
few years afterwards, another volume of the ' Observations' appeared, communicat- 
ing a Airther aeries of cases and cores, — but of an allopathic nature. Tlie anthor 
thus declared himself re-converted, and he has remained so ever since." — Dr Forbef 
Britiih and Foreign Medical Revieie for 1S46. Vol. xxii., p. 566. 

' "Ueberdie Nichtigkeit derHom<Bapathie. (_0n lAe Kolhioffneu o/ Samteopa^.') 
Laipsic, 1840." 
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long been evident to the bulk of the profession and the public) that 
the so-called cures were recoveries from ordinary ailments by the 
efforts of nature, which were frequently a long time under treat- 
ment ; whereas, by a proper medication and attention at the outset, 
they might probably have been removed in a few days ; and that 
many of the more serious cases got worse instead of better, for the 
want of active treatment. It must not be supposed that the homoeo- 
pathists' always adhere to the principles of the doctrine. It has not 
unfrequently happened, that persons who attributed their recovery 
to homoeopathy, were treated allopathically without their being 
aware of St. In &ct, one practitioner in Leipsic, a professed homoeo- 
pathist, candidly acknowledged that he pursued both plans of treat- 
ment, and was accustomed to ask his patients by which method they 
would be treated,, as both were equally good." ^ 

' " The fate of tbe Duke di CannizEaro, well koowD some jeara ago in LoDdon as 
the Count St Antonio, U an exeniplificatioQ of tlite. Having to take bomveopathic 
globules at intervals for some alight ailment, in order to Bave trouble he took three 
doses at once, and died two hours ailerwardB ; the lupposed globules being a concen- 
trated preparation of nni vomica." 

I have been told that a strong homceopathic convert, who read the firat edition 
of this pamphlet, gravel; maintains, that this case of the Duke of Canniiaaro, as 
told b; Mr Lee, full; proves, that all our reasoning about the iaefficac; of 
infiaitesimal doses is evidently wrong, seeing the; maj be so patent as even to 
poison a man. It is, however, I believe, ahnost qail« unnecessary to add, (bat the 
Duke was not poisoned by infinitesimal doses of nnx vomica in the globules ; but by 
these globules having been fraudulently made up bj tbe attendant physician, so as to 
contain doses of oni vomica, or rather strychnia, larger than any allopath even 
nould use, — a kind of fraud which homccopathisis have been detected practising 
npon their credulous patients also in this country. (On homceopathic globules, 
powders, Ac, drugged wltb large doses of morphia, mercury. Sic, — See the Medical 
Gfuiem for 1847, p. 294; Lancet for 1850, p. 300; Pharmacewlical Journal for 
1851, p. 318.) Dr Taylor, the distinguished tosicologist and chemist of Guy's 
Hospital, found ooe-thlrd of a grain of morphia in a powder pro/eatdly homieo- 
pathic and infinitesimal. I was informal), last summer, by Dr Horace Green, of 
New York, of another instance of death, from a gentleman swallowing, in sport, 
a namber of homoeopathic globules, which, on examination afterwards, were found 
drugged, not with infinitesimal and innooeut, but with large and poisonoue doses of 
strychnia. And a small dose of this acute poison might suffice. A dose of strychnia, 
(the essential principle of nnx vomica), amounting only to half a grain, has proved 
fatal, within a quarter of ui hour, to an adult. 

Tbe Author of the " Confeesione of an Homeeopa^ist," in refeiiiog to tbe due and 
adequate druj^ing of tbe Habnemannic doses, amusingly remarks : — " Patienta 
who are sceptical of tbe truths of hom<eopathy, from a love of variety, or a bun- 
dred other reasons, will consult you. As these persons are inclined to ridicule in- 
finitesimal doses, it Is sometimes highly useful to give them powerful doses of 
various highly concentrated mediainen, in globules similar in appearanoe to all the 
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34 FEW PUPILS EVEN AT VIENKA. 

Within the last few weeks I have been tnfonned by Dr George 
Flenung of Dundee, who has just retomed from a ax months' so- 
journ at Vienna, that he attended the Homoeopathic Hospital ther^ 
under Dr Wurm, for upwardsof s month, but that matters did not seem 
to go on prosperously with homceopatbj even in that school, which is 
acknowledged to be its central and chief seat. The whole number 
of pupils in attendance at the Hospital only amounted to five. The 
diseases of the patients were chiefly of a chronic and subacule type, 
with numerous cases of a prevailing mucous fever, which was so 
slight as not to require formal medical treatment. Only one case 
of acute inflammatoty disease was admitted, — viz., a case of pneumo- 
nia of four days' standing. This patient died. 

There is a second and older Homoeopathic Hospital at Gumpen- 
dorf, in the suburbs of Vienna, ander the medical charge of Dr 
Fleischmann. When Dr Fleming was at Vienna, he was assured 
that there was only one medical pupil attending Dr Fleischmann's 
Hospital. His informant was the pnpil himself. Speaking of 
Fleischmann's Hospital, Dr Itouth, who some time ago studied at 
Vienna, remarks, " I never saw, at any one time, more than two 
students in attendance, besides the physician going round." 

In a letter lying before me, &om Dr 'Gerson, a veiy intelligent 
young German physician, who has studied at various continental 
schools, and has lately come on a visit to Edinburgh, it is stated, 
" During the last six or eight years, neither the medical profession 
nor the public of Germany have paid any degree of attention to 
homceopathy, &tr it is now everywhere looked upon as possessing no 
theoretical or practical value. It is tolerated, because it is regarded 
as a very innocent and harmless species of quackery. ... As 
regards actual homceopathic practice in Germany, it is veiy limited 
indeed. In Leipsic, where the English and other admirers of 
Hahnemann have lately erected a statue of him, and which was once 

reat, bat coDsisting of morphia, slryohaiue, anenio, corrodve gnblimate. Mid sndi 
Lke : a few of these mingled with jo\a sngar and starch globolefl will cante effects 
to be felt b; the sceptic which will qoickly oTercome Us disbelief : he generaJlj 
makes an excellent patient, and often a good decoj-dnck. Nerer scmple in paia- 
lyUc cases to give atrychnine largely, bnt nerer allow it to be supposed that yon 
are giring more at a doge than the one-hundred-thotuandth of a giain. This mle 
may bs followed in other oomplaints with other very active drnga. anch as croton 
oil ; bnt this is one of our profoundeBt secrets, and must be kept bd. Were it known, 
onr wonder-working powers would be reduced iu the estimation of tho public and 
tJieregnlars."— P.lflT, 
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LEIPSIC ; — KHIN£ SCHOOIS. 35 

the chief seat, if not the birtii-place, of Homoeopathy, ont of 120 
medical men, there are now, as I was lately informed by Dr Kadiue, 
the Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of that city, only 
six or seven homteopathists, and only two or three of this number 
can be said to be engaged in practice, and to a limited extent. The 
Homceopathic Hospital which existed formerly in Leipsic has be- 
come defunct. In Hamburg, out of 183 medical men, there is now 
only one homceopathist. The son of this gentleman has entered the 
medical profession, hut has not adopted the homoeopathic principles 
of his father. A physician who formerly practised homoeopathy in 
Hambm^, renounced it some years ago, and returned to legitimate 
medicine." 

While this sheet was passing throngh the press, Dr Oscar Prieger 
of Krenznach, a physician well known to many English invahds 
who have of late years visited the Continent, came to Edinburgh ; 
and, on showing him Dr Gerson's letter, he confirmed to me, in the 
strongest manner, the recent rapid decline, or indeed total extinction, 
of homceopathy in the cities and medical schools along the BMne, 
and in all that part of Germany with which he was acquainted. 
In fact, he had heard the word only in England, or from English 
patients, during the last five or six years, — the delusion having now 
altogether ceased to excite any interest in the districts of Ger- 
many with which he was intimate. Like other pseudo-sciences 
which we have from time to time received from our German neigh- 
.boiu:s, it has found a temporary asylnm in England, after it had 
been comparatively discarded fix)m its native soil, — the " mental 
epidemic," necessary for its spread, extending to this island, aft;er 
having passed over, and in a great degree ceased, on the Continent. 

It has been occasionally argued, that there must be some truth in 
homoeopathy, because, in our own country, some few men of talent, 
not conversant with medicine,' or connected with the medical pro- 
fession, hare, &om time to time, swallowed Hahnemannic doses, or 

' Dr Wlistel}', in the Freface to his work an Logic, remarks : — " A sailor wilt 
perh^is despise tlie preteiiBtont of medical men, and prefer treating a disease b; 
common sense ; bat he wonld ridicule the proposal of navigating a ship by oommoQ 
sense, without regard to the maxims of nautical art," Dr Wiiatelj's remark, no 
donbt, applies to Archbishops and others, as well as to s^lors. In the work itself 
he correctlj observes, " Notliiiig ia more common than to bear a person state con- 
fidentlj, as tiom bis own experience, that snch and inch a patient urcu cimd bj 
this or that medicine ; whereas, all that he alMolatelj kiunct is, that he took the me- 
dicine, and that he recorered." — P. 231. 
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36 LAY PATRONAGE OF CHARLATANRY. 

professed an adherence to the creed and doctrines of lioraceopatliy. 
But, alas I laymen of the highest intellects have, in the history of 
the world, very often formed, for the time, the highest abettors of 
almost every kind of transitory medical charlataniy. No child of 
the present day believes in the corative influence of the sym- 
pathetic salve applied, — not to the wonnd, — but to the weapon which 
made the wound. Lord Bacon himself, however, "the wisest of men, 
confessed that he did not entirely discredit the efficacy of this sym- 
pathetic weapon-salve ; or the healing powers of charms and amulets; 
and Roger Bacon was a believer in a Universal Elixir of Life. 
The Honourable Robert Boyle, one of the most distinguished 
philosophers and writers of his day, and a man who wafl deservedly 
elected President of the Royal Society, supposed that he cured 
himself of an ague by wearing a medicated bracelet around his 
wrist ; he, " Gudworth the philosopher, and many other eminent 
men of unquestionable competency," testified to tlie success of the 
supposed effects and cures produced by the exorcisms and manipu- 
lations of Valentine Greatrakes ; and the Rev. J. Flamstead, the 
first Astronomei'-Royal, made a voyage to Ireland, to be cared by a 
touch of the hand of this exorcist.' Dr Hartley, the celebrated meta- 
physician, published an octavo volume in favour of Mrs Stephen's 
alleged specific for gravel and stone, with 150 cases in proof of its 
alleged efHcacy, his own case being among the number; but he 
himself died of the very disease for which he had vaunted the dis- 
covery of an infallible cure, and of which he alleged himself to be 
cured. The British Parliament has very seldom voted any sums 
of public money for the advancement of medical science, or for the 
rewai-d of medical discoveries ; but, carried away by the epidemic 
enthusiasm of the day, they voted £5000 for the purchase of Mrs 
Stephen's fanciful specific, — a permanent and public attestation of 
the medical credulity of the " chosen representatives of the intellect 
and intelligence of the people of England.'" " The public (veiy truly 

' After stating, on his return, that liia disease was not so violent as before, Flajn- 
atead naively adds, " But whether, Ihroagh God's mercy, I received this from Mr 
Greatrakes' lanch, or my journey and vomiting at sea, I am uncertain," (See his 
Autobiography, in Bailey's Account of him, p. 21.) 

< The official giublication of the composition of Mrs Stephen's remedy in Ihe 
London Gatelle was speedily fatal to its reputation. "It consisted of e^-shelts, and 
■nail-shells with (ho snails in them, all calcined ; ash-keys, hips and baws, swine- 
cress, and various other vegetables, all burned 10 B cinder; nilh chamomile flowers, 
fennel, and spme other vegetables, — these last not being homed Ih the'same manner.' 
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CREDULITr ON MEDICAL MATTBR8. 37 

observes Dr Marshall Hall) have a strange idea of medicine — an idea 
little difFerent from sdpebstition ; there is for them nothing too 
trifling, not even Homoeopathy ; nothing too violent, not even the 
feats of Priessnitz and of St John Long ; ' nothing too absurd, from 
the royal touch, or that of a hanged man's hand,'' down to Perldnism * 
or Mesmerism." 

1 " Mr Long wag (saja Dr Carrie) a punter at Cork, who took up doctoring oo hii 
own aatboritj, settled Id London, took n fine boose, and, muntainiog the Bame doc- 
trines as Hahnemann oa to a morbific matter (onl; he did not name bia ' fundamental 
cause ' an internal psora), soon got abundance of patients. Hahnemann rejected all 
applications eztemal];, and Long used none else ; ;et the latter, on his trial, was able 
to produce a long list of Nobilitf, Lairjers, &c. &c, who were his patients and 
patrong ; and one of them. Lord Ingestrie, swore tbat he saw St J. Long draw several 
ponjids of a liquid like mercory from a padent's brain. Long died of the disease 
which he liied b; curing, and the TJrtues of his remedj expired with him. He sold 
bis secret to a ladj of rank in tliiH country for £3000; but, after various unavailing 
trials in her hands, it wan soon forgotten." — IhtUm Quarierli/ Journal for 1846, 
p. 208. 

' The hand of a hanged man was, when applied to a scrofalons sore, supposed 
to possess the same healing property as the touch of the reigning king of England, — 
a therapentical association by no means rery^atterlng to monarchy. 

• Throngh the kindness of Dr Tweedie, I am in possession of one of the original 
bills or adTcrtisenients of " Perkins' Patent Metallic Tractors," ahd a specimen or 
set of the Tractors tbemselves — two anell, tapering pieces of metal, one zinc and the 
other copper (?) — the manofactnre of which wonld cost a few pence, bnt which were 
sold about fifty years ago, in great nnmbeis, "at six guineas the set," being then 
believed by many to be perfectly efficocioas in the removal of (as the hill states) 
" Acute and Chronic Rheumatism, Goat, Sprains, Erysipelas, Epileptic fits. Pleurisy, 
&c. &e., and all analogous diseases of Horses and other animals." In these and 
other diseases, the Tractors were declared then (exactly in the some words as honxe- 
opathy is declared now) to be a " safe, speedy, and effectual" method of cure- 
Persons of high repute and station bore, half a century ago, the highest testimony 
to the truths of Perkinism, as some of- the same are ready to da at the present 
day to the truths of homtsopatby. " Among the vouchers (says Mr Perkins) 
will be found eight professors in four UotTersities, in the various branches, as 
follows — three of Natural Philosophy, four of Medicine, one of Natural History ; to 
these may be added nineteen Physicians, seventeen Sorgeons, and twenty Clergymen, 
of whom tea are Doctors of Divinity, and many othei^ of equal respectability." 



DMz.d.yG00g[e' 



CHAPTEK V. 

. INFINITESIMAL DOSES AND HOM<E0PATHT NECESSARILY CON- 
NECTED TOGETHER IN PRACnCB s REASONS FOR USING THE 
SMALLEST DOSES ; DISEASES AGGRAVATED BY LARGE DOSES. 

AwABE of the absurdity implied in the allegation, that medicinal 
effects conld possibly be produced by the billiontbs, decillionths, and 
other infinitesimal doses of dmgs, some bomoeopathists have anxiously 
argued, that homceopathy is one thing, and the employment of these 
infinitesimal doses quite another. And it is no doubt true, that the 
alleged " universal," "immutable," homceopathic law, Ktnilia aimilil^us 
curanhir, might be true, altogq^er separate from, and independently 
of, the BuppoBed therapeutic potency of the minnt« doses. Bat it is 
also equally true, that, according to Hahnemann himself when he 
tried to treat diseases in accordance with the homceopathic law, but 
with the large or ordinary doses of the medicine indicated, he found 
that he aggravated so much the diseases of bis patients, that he ren- 
dered their maladies worse instead of better. 

" The suitableness of a medicine," says Hahnemann, " for any 
^ven case of disease does not depend on its accurate homoeopathic 
selection alone, but likewise on the proper size, or rather smaUnesa 
of the dose. If we g^ve too strong a dose of a medicine which may 
have been even quite homoeopathically chosen for the morbid state 
before us, it must, notwithstanding the inherent beneficial character 
of its nature, prove injurious by its mere magnitude, and by the 
unnecessary, excessive impression it makes upon the vital force which 
it convulses," &c. — (Organon, p. 321.) For, "a mediijine," says 
he, " of a positive and curative kind, will, without any feult in itself, 
produce just the contrary of that which it ought to do, if ^ven in 
excessive quantity, by producing a greater disease than that present." 
— {Medicine of Experience, 1805.) 

It was in consequence of finding that the medicines, when given 
in large ordinary doses, were liable to produce a great and danger- 



:d., Google 



OB 



THE VERY SMALLEST DOSE THE BEST, 39 

0U5 aggravation of tlie disease, that Hahnemann descended from 
these larger ordinary doses to smaller and smaller qnantities. For 
this reason " a medicine (he elsewhere observes), even thongh it 
may be homoeopathically suited to the case of disease, does harm 
in every dose that is too large, the HOBB habu the lakgeb the 
DOSE ; and by the magnitude of the dose it does more harm the 
greater its bomoeopathicity," — {Orgcmon, p. 321.) 

" With them (very large ordinary doses) patients may," says Dr 
Black, " be treated homoeopathically ; but then we may frequently 
expect a positive increase of the disease, or even death. The ex- 
perience of such painful and dangerous .aggravations, in no case 
necessary to cure, led Hahnemann to employ minute doses."' 

Latterly Hahnemann's extended experience led him, as he states, 
to the conviction, that the " mmutest doses, to use his own words, 
are always able to overcome the disease." And specially, he con- 
temptuously denominates those homoeopathic phydcians " wiseacres," 
who affect to disbelieve the perfect and certain medicinal power and 
potency of decillionth doses, or drugs in the thirtieth dilution.' 

In elsewhere insisting upou the necessity of the very smallest doses 
of the selected remedy, Hahnemann adds, — " The very smallest, I 
repeat ; for it holds good, and will continue to hold good, as a 
homtfiopathic therapentic maxim, not to be refuted by any expe- 
rience in the world, that the best dose of the properly selected 
remedy is always the ybbt suallest one, in one of the high 
dynamisations (X or the thirtieth dilution), as well for chronic as 
for acute diseases, — a truth that b tlie inestimable property of pure 
homosopathy, and which, as long as allopathy, and the new mongrel 
system, made up of a mixture of allopathic and homoeopathic pro- 
cesses, is not much better, continues to gnaw like a cancer at the life 
of sick human beings, and to ruin them by large and ever larger 
doses of drugs, will keep pure homceopathy separated from these 
spurious arft as by an impassable gulf." — (^Organon, p. 289.) 

What is the actual amoont of these " very smallest" doses, — the 
billionth, quadrillionth, sextillionth, &c, of a single grain? We shall 
try to answer this question in a fiiture chapter. A preliminary matter 
must, however, first engage our attention, viz. — the modes of pre- 
paration of the doses. 

1 Treatise on HoiniEopathy, p. SI. 

' SeeDr Dudgeon's Edit, of the Organor, p. 3IS. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MODES OF PREPARATION OF THE INFINITESIMAL DOSES EM- 
PLOYED BY HOM(EOPATHISTSi NUMBER OP TRITURATIONS, 
SHAKES, ETC., REQUIRED ; INFECTION OP GLOBULES BY 
CONTACT WITH BACH OTHER. 

Before we can understand the very tninnte infinitesimal amount 
of the dosea of the drugs employed by homceopathic physicians, it b 
necessaiy to state the way in wliich they prepare these doses. And 
in order to comprehend their modes of preparation, it is proper to 
premise, that hooioeopathists generally use their doses, either, 1st, 
in the form of solutions or tinctures ; or, 2dly, in the form of globules 
or small pills. These tinctures or globules' vary in strength, or in 
the infinitesimal amouat of the drug which they contain, Hence 
Homoeopathists speak of tinctures or globules (of aconite or sulphnr, 
for instance), of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 10th, 20th, 30th, &c., " dilution," 
"attenuation," "potency" or " dynamisation" (for these terms are 
used synonymously) ; and they signify by these terms the d^jree of 
division to which one drop, or two, of the drug, if it be fluid (as the 
vegetable juices, &c., are), or one grain of the drug, if it be a solid 
(as the minerals are), is subjected in the preparation of their infinite- 
simal doses. But lest any mis-statement occur on this point, let me 
cite the directions which Hahnemann himself givee on the subject 
of the division or dilution of drugs in his Organon; — 

" Two drops of the fresh vegetable juice (of the drug, whatever 
it may be), mingled with equal parts of alcohol, are diluted with 
ninety-eight drops of alcohol, and potentised by mean^f two suc- 
cussions, whereby the first development of power is formed, and this 
process is repeated through twenty-nine more phials, each of which 
is filled three-quarters full with ninety-nine drops of alcohol, and 
each succeeding phial is to be provided with one drop from the pre- 
ceding phial (which has already been shaken twice), and is in its 

■ Sometimes, alao, homisopalhic drugs ars enbibited in the form of powden — the 
infinitesimal doses of the drug being given in a quantit; of powder of sugar, or eogar 
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PREPARATION OF DECILI.IONTH, ETC., GLOBULES. 41 

Uim shaken, and in the same manner at last the thirtieth de- 
velopment of power {potentised decilUonth dilution X) which is the 
one most generally used. All other subBtances," he continues, 
" adapted for medicinal use (except sulphur, which has of late years 
been only employed in the form of a highly-diluted (X or 30th) 
tincture), — as pure or oxydised and sulphuretted metaJs and other 
minerals, petroleum, phosphorus, as also parts and juices of plants 
that can only be obtained in the dry state, animal substances, neutral 
salts, &c., — all these are first to be potentised by tiituration for three 
hours, up to the millionfold pulverulent attenuation ; and of this one 
grain is to be dissolved, and brought to the thirtieth development of 
power by means of twenty-seven attenuating phials, in the same 
manner as the vegetaUe juices." — Organon, p. 315. 

When not tinctures, but Globules are to be used by the homoeo- 
pathic physician, they are prepared as follows: — Globules of sugar 
of milk, or of common sugar, or sugar and starch (for all these 
different ingredients are used), of the size of poppy seeds, are made 
and moistened with the proper dilution or attenuation, as the 3d, 
6th, 8tli, 9th, lOtb, 30th, or whatever may be employed. To'im- 
pregnate the globules with the appropriate dilution, the globnles are 
touched by the moistened stopper of the phial containing tlie dilution 
itself, and are themselves subsequently laid aside dry in stoppered 
phiale, and thus kept ready for future use.' 

In his work on Chronic Diseases, Hahnemann gives much more 
minute directions than in his Organon, for the preparation of these 
homoeopathic dilutions and globules. In a series of directions of 
considerable length, he orders the 30th attenuation of the drug to 
be effected in a porcelain mortar, by means of sic triturations of atic 
minutes each, and siv scrapings of four minutes each. And he 
directs all the higher attenuations above the 3d or millionth attenua- 
tion powder, to be made by means of solutions in equal parts of 
alcohol and distilled water. To make, for example, the ith dilution, 
one grain of this 3d or millionth attenuation powder, is placed in a 
phial, and one hundred drops of a mixture of alcohol and distilled 
water are poured over it. Hahnemann further directs this phial to 
be stoppered, turned slowly round on its axis for some minutes until 
the powder is dissolved, and then the phial is to be twice shaken. 
The nest, or 5th dilution, is formed by adding one drop of the pre- 

' Htihnemann'B Work on Chronii; Diseases, vol. i.; Dr Forbes' Medical Review, 
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42 DILUTIONS — HOW FOUHED, 

ceding dilution to ntnety-niae drops of pure alcohol and water, and 
mixing this in the Baine way with two shakes of the phial. The 
6tb, and all the subseqaent attenuations or dilutions, are procured 
precisely in the same manner,— one drop of the solution immediately 
preceding it, being mixed with one hundred drops of alcohol and 
water, and twice shaken in order to make the next dilution. In 
reference to the whole body of strangely formal and mysteriona di- 
rections and manipulations inculcated, and the rules dogmatically 
kid down by Hahnemann, with regard to the preparation of the 
infinitJsemal doses, it must be owned that the minutisB which he 
affects to give regarding the proper amount, and length of time of 
the several and separate triturations, scrapings, and shakings of the 
powders and phials, are so cabalistic as to be calculated to excite 
auapicion in every unprejudiced mind. "Altogether (says Dr 
Forbes), it must be admitted, that the whole complexion of the thing 
bears a much closer resemblance to what we have heard or seen of 
magical ceremonies and the trit^s of conjurors, demonstrations for 
effect and to produce an impression, than to any operation of a scien- 
tific or bona fide character."' Nothing, for example, conld well be 
imagined bearing more of an equivocal character than Hahnemann's 
strong directions about "two shakes" only of the attenuation-phials 
being necessary. Ha even condescends upon the character of the 
shakes, and advises them not to be " slovenly," while in relation to 
their number he warns his disciples against their exceeding two, lest 
the resulting drug be made over strong, or, as he termed it, too 
highly " potentised" or " dynamised" by the succussions. *' The 
homoeopathic medicine (says he) becomes potentwed at every division 
and diminution by trituration or succns^on, a development of the 
inherent powers of medicinal substances, which was never dreamed 
of before my time, and which is of so powerful a character, that of 
late years I have been compelled by convincing ^perience to reduce 
the ten succussions, formerly directed to be given after each attenua- 
tion, to two." — {Organon, p. 325.) He averred, that in this way 
the simple shaking of fluid medicines by the practitioners carrying 
them about in the pocket, as some homccdpaths did, greatly poten* 
tised them ; and be consequently warned his followers against this 
source of danger in their practice. (See Organon, p. 316.)* 

> British and Foreign Medical ReTiev, vol. xii. p. 23S. 

' " There are, hoHever (says UabneniaiiD), hooxcopalhists who carry abont with 
them, on their visits to patients, the bonuBopathic medidnea in the fluid stAte, and yet 
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NUMBER OP SHAKES BEQniBED. 43 

*' Li<juid medicines (he elsewhere observes) do not become, by 
their greater and greater attenuatiun, weaker in power, bat always . 
more potent and penetrating. For homoeopathic purposes, this 
dilution is performed by well shaking a drop of the medicine with a 
hundred drops of a non-medicinal fluid ; &>m the bottle so shaken, 
a drop is taken, and shaken up in the same manner with another 
hundred drops of unmedicinal fluid, and so on. This result, so 
incomprehensible to the man of figures, goes so far that we must set 
bounds to the succussion process, in order that the degree of attenua- 
tion be not over-balanced by the increased potency of the medicine, 
and in that way the highest attenuations become too agtive. If we 
wish, for example, to attenuate a drop of the juice of Sundew to the 
decillionth, but shake each of the bottles with twenty or more suc- 
CQSsions from a powerful arm, in the hand of which the bottle is 
held, in that case this medicine, which I have discovered to be the 
specific remedy for the firightful epidemic, Hooping-cough of child- 
ren, will have become so power^ in the fifteenth attenuation 
(spiritualization), that a drop of it given in a teaspoonfiil of water, 
would endanger the life of such a child ; whereas, if each dilution-bottle 
were shaken but turice (with two strokes of the arm), and prepared 
in this manner up to the decillionth attenuation, a sugar globule the 
size of a poppy-seed, moistened with the last attenuation, cures this 
terrible disease with this single dose, without endangering the health 
of the child in the slightest degree," ' 

Hahnemann was thus a&aid lest more than two shakes of each 
dilution of this and other medicines would make them too powerihl. 
Tet Dr Mure prepares each of his homoeopathic dilutions, not with 
two shakes, but with 300 ; and, besides, he uses, not the human mm, 
but a machine, for the purpose of making the shakes more perfect 
and complete; — a plan, I beUeve, adopted by some homceopathic 
practitioners also in London. And Jenichen's celebrated prepara- ■ 
tions are said to have had 6000 shakes. Such is "infallible" 
homceopathic experience. '' Whilst Hahnemann warned against 
giving Drosera (Sundew) in hooping-cough that had been prepared 
with 20 shakes, Jenichen's prepta^tion of that drug in the 500th 



who Eusert that they do not become more highlj potentised in the couri 
bat (he adds) Iheg Ih^rebi/ 4how t&eir want of ability to obierve ametlly.'' 
p. 316.) 
< See his Lesser Writings, p. S22. 



D,c;,lz...,C00gIc 



44 riLLS OR GLOBULES MADE DT INFECTrOX. 

dilution was shaken 6000 times in the 5000th dilution, or 60,000 
. times." ' But we have no misgiving or donbt, that all the prepara- 
tions of this and all the other homoeopathic drugs, whatever were 
the number of shakes given to them, whether 2 only, or 300, or 
6000, or 60,000, answered equally well ; and were equally innocent 
of good or of evil to those tliat swallowed them. 

Before concluding the present chapter, it is proper to add, that 
besides preparing the drugs conttuned in their glohules, by tritura- 
tions, shakings, &c., as described above, some homoeopatbists have 
manufactured their infinitesimal globules in another way. The 
mode to which I allude, consists in making globules by a kind of 
process of infection. Korsakoff first pointed it out, and averred, 
that by shaking one duly medicated drug globule with several thou- 
sand nnmedicated globules, these unmedicated globules became duly 
drugged by thus being merely in the neighbourhood of the medi- 
cated one. And, of course, the globules thus prepared, were averred 
to be found by " experience" to be duly efficacious and success- 
fiil in the removal and treatment of disease. In his Lesser Writingt, 
Hahnemann offers the following remarks as an explanation of the 
mode in which pure globules become in this way drugged by infec- 
tion or contact : — " Thus much (he observes) is deducible from his 
(KorsakofPs) experiments, that, since a single dry globule im- 
bibed with a high medicinal dynamisation, communicates to 13,500 
nnmedicated globules, with which it is shaken for five minutes, 
Tnedicinal power fuUy equal to what it possesses itself, without suffer- 
ing any diminution of power itself, it seems that this marvellous 
communication takes place by means of proximity and contact, and 
is a sort of infection, bearing a strong resemblance to the infection 
of healthy persons by a contagion brought near or in contact with 
them." (P. 859.) 

Surely it would be difficult to carry human assertion and human 
credulity further than tbis. 

' Journal of Homoeopathy for 1B43, p. 4iD. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DYNAMIZATION OR INCREASED POTENCY OP DRUGS BY 
TRITURATION AND DILUTION ; ALLEGED NECESSITY OP 
EXHIBITING ONLY ONE MEDICINE AT ONE TIME; BUT HOM- 
(EOPATHISTS ACT CONSTANTLY AGAINST THIS LAW. 

In a paragraph in tKe preceding chapter, we have seen that Hahne- 
mann supposes that the infinitesimal dilution of a drag rendered it 
stronger and stronger in its medicinal properties. And already, in 
a preceding page (p. 23), we have also found him announcing, that 
this infinitesimal division produces a real spiritualisation (to use his 
own terra) of the medicinal powers of each drug. " The effect," says 
he, " of a homoeopathic dose of medicine increases, the greater the 
quantity of liquid in which it is dissolved, when administered to the 
patient, although the actual amount of medicine remains the same." 
Thus, for example, common table or sea salt i^Natrum Muriaticurn), 
which we all swallow daily in sufficient quantities with our food, 
"when carried to the 30th or decillionth dilution, becomes (accord- 
ing to Hahnemann) a powerful and heroical medicament, which can 
only be administered to patients with the greatest caution." (Le^s 
HomoeopalJiy, p. 5.) Long trituration may thus, if carried very far, 
make, it is alleged by some, the powers of drugs " quite ungovemr- 
ohle." (Journal of HomtBopathy for 1849, p. 445.) And Hahne- 
mann maintains, that even insoluble substances, as gold, platinum, 
charcoal, &c. &c,, when triturated with sugar, and prepared in the 
mode above directed, become medicinal in infiritesimal doses, though 
they were in no degree medicinal in larger quantities, and in their 
original forms. To reason, with the object of refiiting such pro- 
positions, would be a waste of time and words. That substances 
having a medicinal power on the animal economy in their common 
medicinal doses, should, when subdivided down to millions of millions 
of times their ordinary doses, possess in each of these inconceivably 
infinitesimal doses, a medicinal property greater than the dose had 
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ori^nallj possessed before its subdivision ab all, would certainly be 
a thing " most strange and unaccountable." " But (says Dr 
Forbes) when — agoing iar beyond all this — we find the homceopathist 
maintaining that substances utterly powerless in a state of sensible 
bulk, even in the greatest amount, acquire astonishing powers by 
mere subdivision, without any discoverable change in their physical 
or chemical properties, — can any proposition be submitted to homan 
apprehension that seems more ntterly improbable, more ludicrously 
absurd t To be called on to believe that the decillionth of a gnia 
of charcoal or oyster-shell, is capable of pn>dacing hundreds of the 
most formidable symptoms, and of curing, as by magic, the most in- 
veterate diseases — while we can take ounces, nay, pounds, of the 
veiy same substance int« our stomachs, with no other inconvenience 
than its mechanical bulk — seems so gratuitous an outrage to human 
reason, that the mind instinctively recoils &om the proposition." ^ 

The homiBopaths, however, it must be allowed, display " some 
method" in this section of their creed. Hahnemann maintains, as 
one of hb dogmas, that every substance, when properly prepared, 
has a medicinal action upon the body, and that its action becomes 
the greater the more minntely it is subdivided and diluted. It would 
naturally occur to every sensible man, that, in opposition to Hahne- 
mann's dogma, he could prove, from his own experience, this dogma 
to be untrue in regard to wine and alcohol. To avert, however, 
the stem argument derivable from this self-evident inconsistency, 
Hahnemann takes special care to make these two very substances 
exceptions in his creed to his alleged general rule. " Wine (says 
he) and alcohol are the only excitants, the heating and intoxicating 
effects of which are diminished by their dilution with water," (Or- 
gamm, p. 329.) When the world is deliberately told this, has it not 
" a right to impute design, or more than design, somewhere!" 

Anothei' of Hahnemann's rules, in regard to the exhibition of 
drugs, and one that is much insisted upon by most homceopathists, 
is thus laid down by him in his Organon, p. 319 : — " In no case is it 
requisite to administer more than one single simple medicinal sub- 
stance at one time." The true physician, he observes, " never 
thinks of ^ving as a remedy, any but a single simple medicinal sub 
stance," for " it is yet impossible to foresee how two and more 

1 British and Foreign Uedical Reriew for 1S46, to), xxi., p. 336. 
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medicinal substances might, whan compounded, obstruct and alter 
each other's actions on the human body." (F. 320.) 

But in few or no instances can the homoeopaths, if they fellow 
their own laws, give a single simple substance as a medicine at any 
one time.' Take one drug as an example of this remark. Opium, 
according to Jahr (one of the greatest homoeopathic authorities on 
materia medica), is, in homceopathic practice, " a medicament fre- 
quently indicated" in disorders of various kinds. Opium, howerer, 
is not a simple substance ; but, on the other hand, it is extremely 
composite in its character, according to the researches of many 
excellent chemists. " It contains," says Dr Christison, " no fewer 
than seven crystalline principles, called (1) morphia, (2) codeia, 
(3) paramorphia, (4) narcotin, (5) narcein, (6) porphyroxin, and 
(7) meconin, of which the first three are alkaline, aod the others 
neutral ; secondly, a peculiar acid termed (8) meconic acid, which 
constitutes, with sulphuric acid, the solvent of the active principle ; 
and, thirdly, a variety of comparatively unimportant ingredients, 
gach as (9) gum, (10) albumen, (11) resin, (12) fixed oil, (13) a 
trace perhaps of volatile oil, (14) lignin, (15) caoutchouc, (16) ex- 
tractive matter, and numerous salts of inorganic bases.'" Of these 
inorganic salts and substances in opium, Schindler, in his analysis, 
detected among others, (17) phosphate of lime, (18) alumina, (19) 
silica, (20) magnesia, (21) oxide of iron, &c.* Homoeopaths, in 
using therefore this "frequently indicated" medicament — opium, 
employ a preparation, which is certainly not single, but consists, at 
least, of some twenty difierent substances. Further, homceopathists 
themselves know it to be thus a sufiiciently composite substance, 
seeing that sometimes they order to be used, singly and separately, 
one or other of the twenty or more individual ingredients composing 
it, as morphia, narcotin, or some of the various salts and inorganic 
bases which are known to be contained in it. 

But again, when the homoeopath prescribes and uses what he 
deems to he a single simple medicine, such as the morphia of which 
we have spoken, or any other single and separate alkali, salt, or 
drug, he does not exhibit that single separate medicine alone, but, 

' " All nLw aniiiikl and Tegetabla substances hare a greater or less amoimt of 
medicinal powal, and are capable of altering man's health, each in its own pecnliar 
iraj." — Organon, p. 311, Few, howeyer, or, in fact, none of them, arc in reality 
" single, umpte " anbstances. 

' Christison's Diipeniatorj, p. 672. ' Phanu. Central Blatt, 1B34, p. ST4. 
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in every instance, breaks the law, learnedly and dogmatically laid 
down by Hahnemann, when Hahneiuann stated that " more than 
one single simple medicine was never to be exhibited at one tjme." 
Tor, in the very preparation of his drug, he necessarily mixes up 
with it, when he triturates, scrapes, shakes it, &c., one or more 
additional ingredients ; and some of these are, according to the 
creed of the Iiomreopathists, very powerful medicaments, and further 
increased in their potency by the very infinito^mal sniallness is 
which they are prepared and commingled with the drug employed. 
Flakes of carbon, &c., are, for instance, contained in almost every 
portion of water, however carefully distilled, and they are constantly 
fioating in every room and laboratory, and must thus almost inevit- 
ably be commixed and " potentised" in the trituration and solution 
of every homceopathic drug. Every mortar used in their long 
and laborious triturations, of necessity yields some of its particles 
under the frictions to which it is subjected. Silex, the principal 
component of most mortars, is thus also, by a phyucal necessity, 
mixed up ^vith the preparing medicine ; but is itself, at the same 
time, a medicine which, in its infinitesimal billionths and decilllonths, 
is capable, according to the homoeopathic materia medica, of create 
ing many hundred more or less formidable symptoms.' In most 

< According to Jahr'i Bam<BOpMhie Materia Medics, bilbx or flint in usiull; 
employed in the 30Cti dilatioii; sai the duration of ita effects or sjmptoma is from 
seven to eight weeks. Danes of silei or flint produce, according to Jahr (the prin- 
cipal homtcopatliic aathorilj oo such sobjects), 372 different sjmptoma. Of these 
Bjmptoms, be clasaea 23 andei geueral ariDptoiDS ; IT ajniptaiiianndertbe functions and 
BUt«s of the skin; 14 under sleep; Sunder fever sj^mptoma; IT under moral ajmptoms; 
2S under bead symptoms; S3 under eje symptoms; 15 under ear symptoms; IT 
nuder nuse symptoms; 19 under face symptoms; 7 under teeth symptoms; 8 under 
moutb symptoms; S under throat symptoms; 18 under appetite symptoms; 14 under 
sComacIi symptoms; IT under abdominal symptoms; T under fteces symptoms; 5 
under urine symptoms; 9 under xymptoms of genital organs; 14 under catamenia 
symptoms; 11 under larynx symptoms; 9 under chest symptoms; 13 under trunk 
symptoms; 20underanneymptomB; and3S aoderleg ^mptoma. To give some idea 
of the strange collection of alleged phenomena, symptoms believed by homiBopathists 
to be produced in these different parts, organs, or fliDctions, by silex and by other 
mediciues, let ns select one of tbese divisions as an example of the whole. The fol- 
lowing are the tnent; " mobil STunoiia" alleged to be produced by doses of fliht 

" Melancholy and disposition to weep; nostalgia; anxiety and agitadon; taciturnity 
— concentration in self; inquietude and ill-bumour od the least provocation, arising 
from excessive nervous debility ; umpUiiq/contcienM! great liability to be frightened, 
especially by noise; discouragement ; moroseness, ill-humour, and despair, with in- 
Bs of life; disposition to Sj into a rage, obstinacy, and great irritability; 
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mortan (even those of agate) alam, &C., are generally aUo pTeaent, 
and become mixed, and by tritoration " potentised," with the drug 
in preparation. These sources must — at least if Hahnemann's own 
ideas be true — ^pervert or cancel, to a greater or less degree, the 
therapeutic e&cts of every homoeopathic dmg' and globule used in 
InUionths, decilliontfas, &c., prepared and potentised by long tritura- 
tions ; and must consequently give a therapeutic result different from 
the result obtEuned by the mere " provings" (as they are termed) of 
the true and dmple dmg itself, by their exhibition to persons in a 
state of health ; these " provings" having been generally made on 
large allopathic doses of the same, not commixed with " potentised" 
doses of silex, alum, &c The commixture in question, also, of 
course, directly and flatly interferes in all cases with Hahnemann's 
great dogma, n^va: to " administer more than one single utnple 
medicine at one time." To use his own expression, " a compound 
could never make a simple, — in all eternity, never."' 

Yet, if Hahnemann followed his own rules of trituration, he never 
periiaps used a globule that was not thus a compound. 

repngOMice to labour; ftp«thf tnd [ndifligrsnce; wMJneM of memory; incapacit; 
for reflection ; grMt distraction ; tendenof to voisapplj words in apemking; fixed 
Ideaa, the patient ihihss onli or futb, fesra them, leaiclies for them, and connu 
Ihem careftdlj." — Jail's McMual of AomoMpatAtc MedieaiB, vol. i. p. 933. 

HahDemann consideratelj warns his diseiplea not to use flint or dlex In too la^e 
doles. " In fact (saTs he) dilutions of stux to the bilUonth or Iriltionth degree, pro- 
dace effiots mncb too Tiolent ; that of the sexlilliamh degree idb; be oommencad 
with, bnt this onlj«niCs robtui persons ; in irritable (ubjeots it is ptudeot to km qnl; 
the dedllionth dilution." — Let'i HomaopatAj/, p. 5. 

' LeswT WrhJngB, p. 834. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

CALCULATIONS BELATIVE TO THE ACTUAL AMOUNT OF THE 
INFINITESIUAL DOSEB^DECILLIONTHS, BmUONTUS, ETC. ; 
TAEIATI0N8 OP DILUTIONS FROM 1 TO 2000THS j BUT EF- 
FECTS QUITE THE SAME FROM ALL THE DILUTIONS. 

At tlie coDclnsioQ of the fifth chapter (p. 39), we have quoted a 
passage from the lost edition of the Organony published by Hahne- 
macn in 1833, and contaioing the evidence of his own matored ex- 
perience in bomosopathj, relative to the most appropriate dotes of 
drugs that should be employed iii the treatment, both of chronic 
and acute diseases. " It holds good," says be, " and will continue 
to hold good as a homceopatlilc therapeutic maxim, NOT TO BE be- 

FCTED BY ANT EXFEBIENCE IN THE WOBLD, that the beSt dose of 

the properly selected remedy is always the very smallest one in one 
of the high dynamisations (X or the thirtieth dilution), as well for 
chronic as for acute diseases." ' — {Orgawm, p. 289.) 

The thirtieth dilution, which Hahnemann here declares as in- 
bllibly the most appropriate dose, " as well for chronic as for acute 
diseases," consists of a deciUionth of a grain, or a decillionth of a 
drop of the drug, whatever drug that may be which ia employed. 
If we express this quantity arithmetically, it amounts to 

l,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,0«),000,000,00t^000,000,000,000,000,000,000,<)00,000 

of a grain or drop. The human intellect, however, can scarcely 
appreciate the smallness of this quantity when expressed either in 
language or in figures. And to obtain some slight idea of the infi- 
nitesimal exiguity of dose which is thos contained in the thirtieth 
dilution, — the " best dose," according to Hahnemann, " as well for 
chronic as for acute diseases," — let us take one or two illustrations 
to help the mind to some distant conception of the medicinal dose .thus 
recommended to be used by him, and which he has declared, as an in- 
fallible " therapeutic maxim," to be always the most appropriate dose. 

■ "The only eioeption to thia i« the adminUtration of Camphor- Bpirit in Cbolert." 
(Jovrwd of ffoKUfopalAy/or 1 849, p. 153.) 
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I have' already stated (p. 13), that the earth is computed to con- 
tain, at the present time, some 900,000,000 haman beings ; and 
that if all these 900,000,000 had been called into existence when 
Adam was created, — some 6000 years ago, — and had lived ap to 
the present time, and 'each of these 900,000,000 individoals had, 
when first called into existence, began to swallow, and continued to 
swallow np to the present honr, withont rest or cessation, night and 
day, a deoUionth dose of a grain (say a grain of sulphur or quinine, 
or other drug), such as Hahnemana recommends to be used, these 
900,000,000 beings would not yet, during these past 6000 years, 
have finished one single grain of the medicine. Nay, — if each of these 
900,000,000 mea, now 6000 years old, had swallowed, during every 
moment of their past existence, not a single globule, but one million 
of globules of Hahnemann's 30th dilution, they would not yet have 
finished a single grain, and would not finish it, working constantly 
every second at the same rate, for millions of centuries yet to come. 

Yet Hahnemann and his followers calmly tell us, that — take two 
or three of these single decilUonth doses of a single grain of their 
drugs, and with these infinitesimal doses of the requisite medicine 
you may cure any acute or chronic corable disease to wHch man- 
kind is liable. And that one of these decillionths is truly the proper 
dose of the medicine to be used, is " a therapeutic maxim (says 
Hahnemana) not to be refuted by any experience in the world." 

To understand, if possible, the exignity of " the best " dose of a 
homoeopathic drug as thus laid down by Hahnemann, let ua turn 
to another means of stating the infinitesimal amount of the dose. 
For this purpose let us suppose, merely for the sake of illustration, 
that the drag employed was commixed with a mass of sear-sand, as 
its vehicle or medium, instead of a mass of sugar or starch, such as 
is employed in forming homceopathic globules and powders. 
• Most rational men, whether acquainted with medicine or not, 
would surely and justly look with p^^t incredulity upon any phy- 
sician who ^ould maintain that one single grain of eulpbm: (to take 
it as an example) properly commixed with a heap of sand made by 
reducing to powder the stones, &c., employed in building and rearing 
all the houses in Edinburgh, or in London, or in Grreat Britwn, would 
impart to each of the particles of the heap a snfiicient amount of 
sulphur to enable it, if swallowed, to be a proper and sufficient dose 
foe curing a man of Itch. Or if some enUmsiast were to spring up 
xitA aver that a single grain of phosphorous or of aconite, so infinitely 
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divided, that an equal portion of one grain of these drugs distributed 
among all the particles of sand that lie on all the sea-shores of 
Great Britain, from Caithness to Cornwall, could change and medi- 
cate each one of these grains of sand, so that any dozen or two of them 
picked up ahing the coast of England or Scoti&d would, if swallowed, 
be certain to influence and cure a case of inflammation of the lungs 
or of inflammatory' fever, if given to men a&cted with these diseases, 
would the world not deem the assertor of this &ct to be stating 
something beyond the bounds of mere eztravaganoe and eccentricity T 
And, if our supposed enthoBiast were farther coolly and deliberately 
to aver, that his single grain of pho^horoos or aconite, if divided 
amcmgst all the grains of sand to be found along all the se»^hoies 
of our world, would equally, if not more certainly, cure the same 
inflammation or fever, would he not be looked upon aa a man oat- 
raging every principle of posdble belief? But the hom<eopaths 
aver infinitely more than this. Hahnemann and bis followers, in 
using the 30th dilution of aconite, phosphorous, &c^ aver that a 
single grain of any of them, distributed equally throngh a mass of 
sand as large as the bulk of the whole Earth itself, or indeed through 
a mass of sand even millions of millions of times greater than the 
Earth, would bestow the same healing property upon one and all of 
the particles of sand forming these immense masses, and that any 
ten or twenty of these medicated particles would form " the best" 
dose of the dmg for the supposed case of pneumonia or lever. 

It has been compnted ibeX a cubic inch of sea-sand contains a 
million of particles of sand. The globe of our Earth is reckoned by 
physical geographers to contiun about four thousand millions of 
cubic feet, or nearly seven quadrillion cubic inches. If the whole 
mass of the Earth from its surface to its centre were bruised down 
and converted into sea-sand, and a single grain of any homoeopathic 
drug as a grain of sulphur, or aconite, or phosphorus, was so com- 
mixed with the sand that each particle of sand had a proper relative 
share or allotment of this' single grain, each of these particles would 
contain more sulphur, or aconite, or phoaphoms, than the bomceo- 
paths use when they use the deciUionth of a grain of sulphur, or 
phosphorus, or aconite, or any other of their drugs in the 30th 
dilution. It would require, in fact, a mass of sea-sand millions o£ 
times greater than the whole mass of the Earth to reduce each par- 
ticle of sand to a homoeopathic dedlliontfa. Or, to state it otherwise, 
a decillion of particles of sea-sand would make a million of worlda 
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or globes as large as tlie Earth. The diameter of the Earth is 
nearly 8000 miles : the diameter of the orbit of Nepttme is nearly 
6000 millions of miles ; a vast di&rence. Bnt even a world or sphere 
of sea-sand, with a diameter equal to that of the orbit of Neptnne, 
wonid not have its particles reduced to a deciUionth. In other 
words, each of the single particles in this vast mass wonld be larger 
than a decillionth of the whole ; and the proper dose of a single 
grain of a drag divided equally among thesfa decillionths would be 
one particle picked oat of this inconceivable mass of sand. 

In order to impart to the human mind some feint, veiy faint, idea 
of the enormous distances of the stars, writers on astronomy have 
had recourse to a variety of Olnstrations. It has been computed 
that a cannon-ball, impelled with the greatest velocity which art can 
prodnce, wonld travel at the rate of 600 miles an hour; and flying 
at this rat^ would require twenty years to pass irom the earth to the 
sun, and about five miUions of yeai-a ere it conld reach the nearest 
fixed star. Bat the velocity of light is immensely greater. Accord- 
ing to Strave's late investigations, it flies at the rate of 166,000 
geographical miles, or nearly 200,000 English miles, in a second. 
Travelling at this enormons rate, a ray of light paases from the 
Moon to the Earth in 1^ second-, &om the Sun to the Earth in 8 
minutes ; but wonld require about three years to travel from the 
fixed star o Centauri to the Earth. Other stars however are vastly 
more distant. The elder Herschel calculated that light, travelling at 
the enormous velocity we have stated, would require almost two 
millions of years to pass to the earth &om the r^notest luminous 
vapour reacdied by his forty feet reflecting telescope. And Professor 
Nichol imagines, from later observations with stronger instruments, 
that possibly there may be stars *' situated so deep in space that the 
rays of light from them do not reach onr earth until after travelling 
across intervening abysses during centuries whose number stnns the 
imagination." Possibly there may be some, he imagines, from ^hich 
light would require to travel thibtt millions op tears, in ordoF 
to reach our planet. 

Truly, sudi astronomical calculations do, as Professor Nichol 
observes, "stun the imagination" of man. They are as nought, 
however, in comparison with the ideas and computations of homceo- 
patbists. For one single grain of any homceopathic medicine, as 
sulphur, quinine, silex, &c. &c. Ac, divided into decillionth globules 
of the 30th dilution, and arranged as twenty globules to the inch, 
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wovild fonn a continnoufi line or string of ^obules reoclmig &r, far 
beyond this inconceivable protnadity in ipace. In other words, 
this grain of Bulphnr, &c. &c. &c., would, when divided into a 
decillion of homoeopathic globnles, moke a line over which light, 
travelling at the rate of 200,000 miles in a second, would require 
above 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 years to pass along. 
Yet, aver Hahnemann and his iblloweTB, any one of these decillion 
globnles of a single grain of the proper dmgt picked ont of this 
inconceivable length of line, would be found duly medicated for the 
treatment of all diseases, acute and chronic, and would form the 
most appropriate dose for their treatment. Titdy the human imagina- 
tion sometimes rapidly passes from the sublime to the ridiculous. 

A row ' of bomoeopathic globules, extended enough to form « 
string 25,000 miles long, and which consequently could eucirole the 
earth, would be paased over by a ray of light in the eighth part of a 
second, or " in the twinkling of an eye." But it would require a 
ray of light to travel millions of millions of millions of millions of 
years, before it could pass from one end to another of one single 
gnun of Hulphnr, or of any other homoeopathic drug, laid ont in 
homtBOpatbic decillionth globules, — such as Hahnemann used and 
declared to be, both in acute and chronic diseases, the proper medical 
dose, " not to be refuted by any experience in the worfd," A con- 
tinuous row of globules from Edinburgh to London — or, in other 
words, a row of them as long as an express railway train would taka 
twelve hours to pass over, might, at first thought, appear extravtk- 
gantly long, particularly when it was alleged that all of these 
numerous globules could have subdivided among them a single 
grain of a drug, so as to impart to every globule in the line the medi 
cinal action of that drug. But how comparatively short is a 400 
mile line of globules, to a line of them so extended, that light, 
travelling at the rate of 6,000,000,000,000 miles »-year, would take 
above 1000 sextillions of omtnries to Sy along itf And yet, as 
Hahnemann asserts, one single grain of a medicine distributed 
equally along this enormous line of globules, would invest each of 
the constituent globules with a power of curing diseases ; and forms, 
in fact, the best and appropriate dose of each common drug. 

Some homoeopaths, however, use their drugs not in GLOBULB8 
or particles, such as the preceding illustrations refer to, but in 
T1NCTUBE8 or Solutions. Let us consider for a moment the tenuity 
of these homoeopathic solutions or tinctures. 
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Soon after the promnlgation of Htihnemann's doctrinea, it was 
snggeated that, ** If the decUlionth part of a gr^ have any efficacy^ 
an ounce of medicine (Epsom salts) thrown into the Lake of Geneva 
wonld be sufficient to physic all the Calvinists of Switzeriand." 

But more careful systematic calculations have shown, that this 
ifi stopping infinitely short of the truth ; and that the 30th homoeo- 
pathic dilution, recommended aa we have seen by Hahnemann in 
all cases, is, in such a parallel, encHinoasly understated, instead of over- 
stated. In fact, the 10th solution alone would, as Mr Cap has shown, 
require for its proper solution a body of water 500 times greater 
than the bulk of the Lake of Geneva; or a sea somewhat largw 
than the Gulf of Venice. To make the 11th solution, a quantity of 
water greater than the Mediterranean Sea or the German Ocean 
would be necessary. The 12th solution coold scarc^y be acoom- 
plished in a sea extending over the whole surface of the earth, and 
500 &thom8 in depth. And if the whole Solar System were buried 
in an ocean extending in depth &om the sun to Neptune^ it would 
not £irm a sufficient fluid mediam for adequately dissolving to the 
30th dilution a common dose of any of the common medicines of the 
homoeopathistB. Yet the homceopathista all^e, a few drops or sips of 
the proper medicine, properly dissolved in such enormous medicated 
seas and oceans, infallibly acts and cures ; and that each drop would 
be found of " terrific potency," if the drug were duly mixed. 

The preceding calcolationa are based upon the supposition that 
tii6 30th dilution of the- drug b the diluti'on employed, — as was re- 
commended by Hahnemann in his last pubhcation, and as is followed 
by' his more earnest soccessmrs. But in regard to the amount of the 
dose of the drug ^ven, it is proper to add, that two new schools of 
homcsopatJbists have arisen. One of these schools maintains, that it 
is better to administer the drugs in latter doses, or the lower dilur 
tions, as they are tfi«ned, than the 30th ; while the opposite school 
avers, that in th^ experience they have guned every possible sac- 
cess by using the medicines in higher dilutions or att^iaattans than 
even the 30th of Hahnemann. As supporting the latter view, the 
British Journal of Hommopathy enumerates Gross, Stapf, Bdn- 
ninghansen, Beiss, Tietze, Hering, Btiidau, Nehrer, Nunez, Crosiero, 
&c ; and as suppcarting the former, KKsemann, Watzke, CI. and J. O. 
Miiller, Hartmann, Genzke, Wolf, Trinks, Johannsen, Griesselich, 
Amaud, Molin, and Both.' 

' Joarnol of Homceopithy for 1849, p. 460. 
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Those who use the lower dilutions, genendly use them from the 8d 
attennaticHi, (x millioiith part of a grain or drop, to the 6th, or 
billionth part of the same. With Tarions homceopathic practitioners 
who adhere to the lai^er doses, or lower dilations, the 6th dilution or 
billionth of a grain seems to be the general and favonrite dose. But 
in order to finish one single grain only, of sulphur or of any other 
homceopathic drug, divided into biUionths, a man would require to 
swallow constantly, night and day, lor above 30,000 years, a dose or 
^obnle every second, 60 globides every minnta, 3600 every hour, 
and 31,536,000 every year during the whole 30,000 years that his 
dsyphean task would endore. 

On the other hand, those homoeopatbists who nse the higher dilu- 
tions have gone np &om the 30th to the 100th, SOOtb, 1000th, 
2000th, or even higher.' 

In the last edition of bis Oi^snon, while Hahnemann recommends 
the universal employment of the 30th dilution, on the ground of 
having uniformity of effect and observation, yet he speaks also of 
the 60th, 150th, or 300th dilations as efficacious, but he does not 
recommend them. These observations were published, as I have 
already stated, in the last edition of the Organon in 1833. Subse- 
quently to that period, he issued, says Dr Mare, no new publica- 
tion, and hence it is believed that the genius of the master lemuned 
stationaiy. This is an error ; for Hahnemann afterwards employed 
dilations still more refined, and recommended them to his pupils. 
In a correspondence with Dr Mauro, of later date than 1833, Hahne- 
mann insisted more and more on greater and greater attennations. 
In this correspondence, leaving the 30th dilution, be speaks only of 
the 50Ui, 60th, and 80th dilutions.* 

In 1831 Korsakoff published an account of a 1500th dilution of 
sulphur, and proclaimed Irom ^cperience its therapeutic efficacy. 
In a postscript to Korsakoff's paper, HaJmemaan himself spoke of 
the probability of the efficacy of such dilations, averring, that the 
" development of the powers of medicinal substances by the peculiar 

■ Ths advocstM of these bigb dilntioDa mre " m«u vbom we have been acciutomed 
(o TereTGnoe, wboM luiiies ooonr la Blmoit every page of Hahneinuui's Materia 
Medico, the meet leUon* eotijatoa sod eMeemed Mendi of our illaitiioiu mutet." 
(Journal of Hormgopalhg, vol. v., p. 154.) In the some JonmBJ for Oolober 1S60, it 
in atUed by one of the EiUtora, aa the regalt of a recent joome; through GenoMiy, — 
" Aa regarda the much-vexed qDeaUon of the doae, we found a laTff» niunttr of 
Frsodtionen ittniieh adherenta of the high poteaciea." (P. 5M.) 

■ Doctrine da ITcole de Rio, Ac, p. 7S-9. 
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homoQopatliic proceasee, may be conaidered almost illimitable." 
Thirteen years after KorsakofiCs paper appeared, Dr Gfobb, a cele- 
brated German bomceopathist, wrote in iavonr of tbeae bigb dilu- 
tioos or potenoieB. " Your model corea," exclaimed be to his 
brother homoeopathists, " are as nothing at all, as compared with 
the results gfuned by the high potencies." The dilutions which be 
used in his practice varied, as he considered them, from the 200th 
to the 1500th. Gross, Stap^ Bonninghausen, and others, published 
a series of cases cured by these high potencies, thus appealing in 
eyidence of their truth to what bomoeopathists aver as the only 
test of truth, — experience. In an editorial article in the British 
Journal of Homoeopathy for 1847, it is stated, " There is, how- 
ever, in the history of the high dilutjons one point which ought 
to weigh much with us, that is, tbe testimony to their superi- 
ority of BO many of the most eminent among the homoeopathic 
physicians of all comitries ; for, if we conoder the adherence of so 
many sound-headed and talented men io homoeopathy a proof 
in iavour of its truth, in like manner we must admit that the adop- 
tion of the high dilutions by men who have hitherto occnpied the 
foremost place among Hahnematm's disciples, is poweriiil evidence in 
fovour of their value." — (P. 132.) In the Journal de la Medicine 
Homoeopaihique for 1846, Dr Nunez, of Madrid, threw out the fol- 
lowing propositions, and detailed several cases in confirmation of 
them : — " 1. That in certiun exceptional cases, we may use dilutions 
below the 2000th. 2. That the most suitable dilutions for acute 
diseases are those above 2000. 3. That in most chronic complaints 
it is preferable to employ still higher dilutions. 4. In chronic dis- 
eases with organic lesions, tbe 2000th dilution almost always pro- 
duces aggravation; in these, therefore, we should ascend much 
higher than the 3000th." In a paper read before a meeting of 
homceopaths at Paris in September last, Dr Nunez detailed, among 
other cases, one of consumption cmred by the 6000th dilution of 
sulphur; and instances of diseases removed, or supposed to be re- 
moved, by equally high dilutions of arsenic and mercury.^ The 
high dilutions were generally made by Herr Jenichen, who refused 
to tell his mode of preparation. And it has been anxiously doubted 

' Jouniftl of HomceopMli; for 1S61, p. 602. JenidieD and bii abecMra alleged, 
Uiat the powerf al friction tlie medidnes recdred from hie mode of preparing tbem 
potentiied tliem so mnch m to"maiU thtir powari qaite ungovemahli!" Seelbid. 
for 1849, p. 445. 
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and denied by some homoaopathistB, who favour the low dihitions,* 
whether the§e drags were of the very high attennation that Jenicben 
stated. But Dr Summel, die editor of s German Homoeopathic 
Journal, had similar high dilotions prepared by an honest and wdl- 
known apothecary in Dessan, and has publicly averred the efficacy 
and success derived &om their employment. In the Homodopathie 
Timtt for November last, it was stated that M. Perry of Paris had 
obtained " striking results/' in eiperimenting for years with the high 
dilutions of Jenichen, and with others prepared by himself from the 
lower ones of Jeniohen.* Mr Headland, of London, has, says 
the British Journal of ffomteopathi/f " prepared a complete set of 
these dilutions ; and those who know the care and accuracy with 
which he prepares his medicines in general, will feel assured that 
high dilutions are what they profess to be." A few months subse- 
quently, it was mentioned in the pages of the same JoomaWthat 
Mr Newman and Dr Ohepmell stated to the British Homceo- 
pathic Society the result of their trials with the high potencies. 
Dr Chepmell had cured cases with the 300th and 800th dilutions, 
that had resisted the 12th and 30th of the same remedy. And Mr 
Newman was of opinion, " that if the remedy were homceopathically 
selected, it would core in whatever dilution it was administered. 
He was in the habit of prescribing all dilutions, from the 1st to the 
8000th." » 

We have endeavoured above to ^ve some idea of the infinite exi- 
guity of doses of drugs, when used in the 30th dilution as recom- 
mended by Hahnanann. We know of no kind of simile that could 
possibly ^ve the homan mind any adequate idea of the division 

I ^ tbe writer of on Editorisl biographical notice of Jenicheu in the Jonmol of 
SonuBopAtfay for Jantutrj tS&2, p. 168. Bat thoae homceopBtliista wlu^like thia 
writer, ore of tlie " low dilution sduxii," and who are hence to anxious and eameel 
to account for the " succew" of Jenichen's bigh dilations bj maintaining that they 
were, perh^)s, alter all, not very high dUnKona of tbe drugs, forget one important 
natter in the qnestion. Bcone years ago, one of tbe most distinguished writers and 
practitloiiers on their own side of the queitioD — tiamely, Watike — shonad, that when 
Jeniehen'a preparations were n^ed and properly natched, tbey produced no effect 
whatever, becautt (as be argneil) they were eo very high and rery inflnitesimal in 
the dose which ibey contained. (Aaatriaa Jownai of Bomceopathy, Vol. 11., Ft. IH., 
p. BOB.) With ■nch eTideoce, it is impoMible, I fear, for the homcropathistB to shift 
from one bom of this anfortimate dilenuna to the other, without quietly abandoning 
and setting aside all their own chosen ground of eridence, vis., " the infUHbility of 
tbe BTidBDce of experience." 

' HomcBopathio Times for NoTetuber 8, 1851. 

■ British Journal of Homteopatby for 1S4T, p. 532. 
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whi<^ medicines most oodergo when reduced to the 100th, 500th, 
lOOOtb, or 6000th dilation. An ocean, stretching from the Earth 
to the farthest known fixed etar, or, indeed, as lai^ and extensive 
as the known aatronomioal nniverse, would be inadequate as a me- 
dium for the solution of any of the common doses of our common 
remedies to such a state of attenuation. Yet, to quote again the 
words (if Dr Gross, — " Your model cores are as nothing at all 
compared with the results gained by these high potencies." And 
the evidence in favour of these cures, with these high dilutions or 
potencies, is certunly aa equally strong, or as equally weak, as the 
evidence in favour of similar cures with the 30th, or lower dilutions 
used by other homoeopathists. 

Peiiiaps, however, in no point in relation to then: doctrine of in- 
finitesimal doses, do the bomceopathiats show more true weakness, and 
less pre-calcnlation, than in admitting similar therapeutic properties, 
and similar medical success and experience from the same drugs, 
when used in different dilutions. According to their printed records 
of cases and observations, cores by the same drug are ef^ted, and, 
if we may believe these records, with equal speed and success, by 
some practitioners when using it in the Ist or 3d dilution ; by 
others when using it in the 30th dilution ; and by others, agfun, 
when udng it in the 100th, or lOOOtb, or 6000th dilution. In 
admitting, however, a similar efifect to the 3d and 30th dilutions, not 
to go higher, of the same medicine, the whole question of the power of 
in&utesimal doses is, in one sense, abandoned. For (not to drive 
the comparison to the 100th or 1000th dilution) if this 30th dilution, 
or the one decillionth, succeeds as well as the 3d dilntiod, or one 
millionth of a grain of the drug, it is very plain, that neither can 
have any effect at all. For " what," observes Dr Wood, " does such 
an assertion amount to? An absurdity so gross that language /ai'b 
to express it. It is to assert, that if a medicinal substance be 
divided, not into nine million separate atoms, but into atoms nine 
million separate times ; that is to say, that if the substance be 
divided into a million of parts, and one of these parts divided into a 
million again, and one of the last nullion divided into a million 
ag^n, and so on till the process of division by a million has been re- 
peated nine times, that one of the atoms, resulting from the last 
division, will cure disease as readily as the original atom before the 
division was practised at all. To give a &int idea of the monstrous 
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abeurditf wHch such a statement inToIres, we may odd, that the 
proportion between the 30th and the 3d dilation, somewhat cor- 
responds to that hetween a drop and 

aS; 634,986'; 772,486; 772,486; 773,486; 773,4^6; 773,486; 772,486; 773,486 
hogshead! of any fluid. Equally rational would it he to assert, that 
a drop of wine was as potent in its inflaence, as 

19; 917,493; 386,343; 386,343; 386,343; 386,343; 386,343; 386^3; 386,343 

pipes of the same flnid ; which is to 8tat«, that one drop, divided 
among all the inhabitants of the globe, would produce in them as 
astounding an effect as if each mortal among them were to swallow, 
for hb individual share, 

30,755; 936,633; 913,063; 473,348; 398,538; 674,739; 150,919 

gaUons; the population being estimated at 840 millions."' The 
same author elsewhere states, that the discrepancy between the doses 
<^ the same dru^ when used in their lowest and highest dilutions, is 
as one grain to 
578,703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 703; 708; 703; 703 »».» 

The strength of the different homoeopathic doses of the very same 
drag, used and lauded by different homceopathists, comes to be in 
this way so diverse, that the very difference between the low and 
high dilutions (for example, of sulphur, aconite, opium, &c. &c.), — 
or, in other words, the very difference between the largest and 
smallest amount of their infinitesimal doses of the same medidne, — 
almost passes the bounds of cmnputation and conception. 

" There are, however (long ago observed Amaud),* no absurdities 
too groundless to find supporters. Whoever determines to deceive 
the world, may be sure of finding people who are willing enough to 
be deceived; and the most absurd follies always find minds to 
which they are adapted." 

' See Dr Wood's " HomcBopathy Unmatked," p. 107. 

9 Seqnel, p. 16. Dr Wood makes die following oalcolktiong, with tha liew of 
■bowing the almost inoonceiiftbte esignit; of a deciHionth iota. " Tba distuice be- 
tween the Earth and the San U 96,000,000 of mile* ; twent; of the homceopathie 
globules l^d uds by side estend to about an inch, so that 1fia,400,000,000 of soch 
^obnles would reaoh from the Earth to the Son. Bat when the 30th dilation is 
prodaoed, eaoh grtun is divided into 

1,000,000,000,000,DOO,000,000,000,000,ODO,000,000,000,OOD,000,000/)00,000,000,000 
parts, so that a single grain of any substance in the thirtieth dilution wonid extend 
between the Earth and the Bnn 

1,362; 696,362; 636,362; 636,362; 636,363; 636,363; 626,363; 636,363 
separate times."— (P. lOB.) 
. ' See Fort-Eojal Logic, p. 6. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ON THE EXfflBITION OF INFINITESIMAL DOSES OF DRUGS BY 
SMELLING OR OLFACTION j PREFERENCE OP HAHNEMANN 
IN LATER LIFE FOR THIS METHOD. 

Hahnehanh, then, as we have seen in the last chapter, maintained, 
that in the treatment of both acnte and chronic diseases, the best 
and most select dose of eveiy homceopathic drug consisted of a 
decillionth of a grain of the dmg. In other words, he held that, as 
a general role, the appropriate division and dose of each medicine 
nsed in homceopathic practice (as sulphur, aconite, belladonna, chalk, 
salt, opium, quinine, gold, &c, &c, &c.) was as follows ; — 

Ohb 8UIQLB a&AiM of the required dmg should be mixed up with « 
due MDOoiit of iDgar and Btaich, and then labdiTided Into globules, bo 
nmneKnu, that if laid lide bj nde in a continnooa row, thej would form 
a line (o long, that light, trareHing at the rate of 6,000,000,000,000 miles 
•-;re«T, would leqnire mitlions, and milliona, and millione, and dillionB of 
aeotorie* to pan from one end of thie line to the other. Fnitiier, Ihougb 
thig infinite line of globnlei contained in all onlj' one tingle grain of the 
drag, still the beat and most appropriate dose of that drug was to !>e obtained 
by STrallowing one or two globules onlj, picked oat of this extended row of 

Or, if a dnotore and solution, and not a globule, was deured, then on 
■ufOLB QBAm of the required drug ehonld be dissolved in an ocean of water 
or of spirit, many millions of mUlione of millions of millions of times broader 
and deeper than all the collected oceans of the Earth ;' and (according to 
Hahnemann) one drop or two of Snid flrom this vast medicated ocean, dios 
holding in solution one single grain of the drag, would form the best and 
most appropriate dose of that drag. 

Most men would have supposed that Hahnemann had severely 
enough taxed the credulity of his followers, when he thus advised 
them to give their patients in all cases and diseases, both acnte and 

■ The waters of the collected oceans of the Earth are computed to corer an area 
of about 147,800,000 square miles ; and supposing their mean depth to be two milea, 
their Dubic contents would be nearly 300,000,000 cubic nules. Bat an ocean many, 
many, many millions of times larger, would, as stated in the text, be reqtiired to 
dissolve one single grain down to the 30th dilution. 
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chroniC} the drugs which they used in these very infioitesimal doses. 
To propose to cure all diseases by a tingle grain of the required drug 
divided among such an infinity of globules, or dissolved in such an 
enonuouB ocean, was, one might, h priori suppose, carrying homan 
credulity as far as it would go. In the later periods, however, 
of his life, and as his " experience" accumulated upon him m(n« 
and more, Hahnemann used his infiniteaimal decilliontba in a still 
more infinitesimal manner than that. For latterly he came to 
recommend his decillionth globules to be gmrlled merely, and not 
swallowed by his patients; and he averred that this smelling or 
OLFACnOK of them was all that was requisite to produce the desired 
core. 

Writing in 1833, Hahnemann observea, — " all that homoeopathy 
ia at all capable of curing (and what can it not cure beyond the 
domain of mere manual surgical afilectionst) among excessively 
chronic diseases that have not been quite ruined by allopathy, as 
also among cunite diseases, will be most safely and certainly cured by 
this mode of Oliaction. I can scarcely, he adds, name one in a hun- 
dred out of the many patients who have sought the advice of myself 
and assistant during the past year, whose chronic or acate disease 
we have not treated with the most happy results, tolely by means of 
thU Olfaction. During the latter half of this year, moreover, I have 
become convinced of what I never could previously have believed, 
that by this mode of Olfaction, the power of the medicine is exercised 
upon the patient in at least the same degree of strength, and that 
more quietly, and yet just as long, as when the dose of medicine ia 
taken by the mouth ; and that, consequently, the intervals at which 
the Olfection should be repeated, should not be shorter than in the 
injestdon of the material dose by the mouth." — {Organon, p. 332.) 

Dr Gross, using, as we have seen, medicines of the highest 
potency, *' often contented himself with allowing the patients to 
vm£ll the remedy — whether with one or more globules at one time I 
am not aware — ^waiting patiently for four weeks or so, for the com- 
pletion of the cure, not even permitting a second amell or dose, so 
mild yet certain is the remedial action."' 

Hahnemann appears to have employed the exhibition of bis 
infinitesimal drugs by smelling in two difiOTent ways, viz. ; — Mrst, 

< Dr f orbea' Beview, toI. xxU. p. 569. For ofdnioiu of .^gidi, Perrj, and other 
hom<Bopathic phjaiciam, in regftrd to exhibiting medi<diie« by aUattimi, aee British 
Jonrnal of HomieopBth; for 1849, p. 473. 
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Bj Homstimes making the patients smell a dri^ decillionth globule : 
^-or, Secondly, By dissolving a globule or two in wat^ and spirits, 
and making the patient hold his nose over the sur&ce of this solu- 
tion of it. 

In relation to the smelling of dried globules H^memann observes, 
*' A globule, of Trhich ten, twenty, or a hundred weigh a grain, im- 
pregnated with the 30th potentised dilution, and then dried, retains 
for this purpose (of olfaction) all its power undiminished for at least 
18 or 20 years (my esperience extends this length of time), even 
though the phial be opened a thousand times during that period, if 
it be but protected &om heat and the sun's light. But (he continues), 
should both nostrils be stopped up by coryza or polypus, the patient 
should inhale by the mouth, holding the orifice of the phial betwixt 
his lips. In littie children, it may be applied close to their nostrils 
whilst they are asleep, with the eertaway of producing an efiect. The 
medicinal aura thus inhaled, comes in contact with the nerves seated 
in the walls of the spacioOs cavities it traverses, without obstruction, 
and thos produces a salutary influence on the vital force in the 
mildest, yet moat powerful manner. And this, he adds, is much 
preferable to any other mode of administering the medicament in 
sabstance by the mouth." — {Organon, p. 333.) 

In a note of Hahnemann's, translated by Dr Dudgeon in his 
" Lesser Writings," the founder of homoeopathy, states — " A globule 
of this kind — for example, of staphisagne, of the 30th dilution — 
which, in the course of twenty years, had been smelt several hun- 
dreds of times after opening the bottle in which it was, for a certain 
symptom that always recurred of the same character, possesses at 
this hour equal power as at first, which could not be the case did it 
not continue exhaling its medicinal power in an inexhaustible man- 
ner." Hahnemann further states — " It is especially in the form of 
vapour, by smelling and inhaling the medicinal aura, that is always 
rananating £rom a globule, impregnated vdth a medicinal fiuid in a 
high development of power, and placed, dry, in a small phial, that the 
homceopathic remedies act most surely and most powerfully. The 
homceopathic physician idlows the patient to hold the open mouth a£ 
the phial first in one nostril, and in the act of inspiration, inhale the 
air out of it, and then, if it is wished to give a stronger dose, smell 
in the same manner vrith the other nostril more or less strongly, 
according to the strength it is intended the dose should be." — 
(Organon, p. 331.) 
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Dr Crotdero of Paris, in a communicatioii published sabseqoently 
to Hahnemann's death, gives s<mie m<xK particulars respecting the 
practice of Hahnemann in the last years of his life, of which he 
assures us he was often a witness. " Hahnemann," he wiites, 
" always made use of the well-^own small globules, which were 
generally impregnated with the 30th dilution, both for acute and 
chronic diseases. .... He latterly employed olfaction very 
freqnentiy. For this end, he put one or two ^obules in a small 
medicine phial, containing two drachms of alcohol, mixed with an 
equal quantity of water, which he caused to be inhaled once or twice 
with each nostril, — never oftener. My own wife (says Dr Crosiero) 
was cured by him in this manner, of a violent pleurisy in the course 
of five hours. In chronic diseases, happen what might, he never 
allowed this olfaction to be repeated oftener than once a week. And 
he gave besides, for internal use, nothing bat plain milk-sugar. And 
in this manner he effected the most marvellous cures, even in cases 
in which the rest of us had been able to do nothing."' 

According to Hahnemann, even the olfaction or smelling of sub- 
stances which have no smell may produce immediately direct and 
decided therapeutic effects. " If," says he, '* a grain of gold leaf be 
triturated strongly for an hour in a procelain mortar with one hun- 
dred grains of sugar of milk, the powder that results (the first tri- . 
tnration) possesses a condderable amount of medicinal power. If 
a grain of this powder be triturated as strongly and as long with an- 
other hundred grains of sugar of milk, the preparation attains a 
much greater medicinal power, and if this process be continued, and 
a grun of the previous trituration be rubbed up as strongly and for 
as long a time, each time with a fresh hundred ^^ains of sugar of 
mUk, until, after fifteen such triturations, the quintillionth attenuation 
of the original grain of gold leaf is obtajned,* then the last attenuations 
do not display a weaker, but, on the contrary, the most penetrating, the 
greatest medicinal power of the whole of the attenuations. A single 
grain of the last (quintillionth) attenuation put into a small dean 
phial, will restore a morbidly desponding individual, with a constant 
inclination to commit suicide, in less than an hour to a peaceful state 

' Cited hj Dr ENiJgeon In bis tnuiBlation of Che Or^^on, p. 302. 

> In the above extract Hahaemann recammeDdB the mwlIiDg of Che quintilKoDth 
of a gniiii of gold. This recommendation was published In IS36. But Dt Dudgeon 
adda in his book on Chronic Diseases, published in 1S4S, " He of course adviaes the 
dedllioDth or SOlb dilution to be giren in ererj case." 
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of mind, to love of life, to happiness, and horror of his contemplated 
act, if he perform but a singU Olfaction in the phial, or put on his 
tongue a quantity of thia powder no bigger than a grain of sand." — 
(Leaser Writings, p. 821).' 

But what in reality is the quintillionth trituration of a gnun of 
Gold — a single ol&ction of which, Hahnemann, in the preceding 
paragraph, declares to be capable of restoring a morbidly desponding 
individual to a peaceful stato of mind, etc. t To redace a single 
grain of Gold, in accordance with Hahnemann's own rules, to die 
quintillionth trituration, a mass of sugar, not only higher and 
broader than the entire range of the Alps, or of the Andes, 'or 
of the Himalayas, but as large, at least, as fifty globes or worlds 
the size of the entire Earth, would be required.* Yet Hahne- 
mann avers that one single grain of Gold, distributed duly and 
equally through such an inconceivable mass, or series of masses, 
of sugar, would invest every single grain of these masses, taken 
and put into a small clean phial, with a power of restoring " a' 
morbidly desponding individual, with a constant inclination to 
commit suicide, in less than an hour, to a peaceftil state of mind, 
to love of life, to hi^piness, and horror of his contemplated act, if 
he perform but a single oUaction in the phial." 

It is easy to estimate the medical value or valuelessness of such a , 
dose, given either in the way of Ol&ction or otherwise. It may be 
more difficult to estimate the pecuniary value of such a prescription. 
But perhaps most sane minds will hold, that a due appreciation of 
the billion-worth of such a homceopathic dose by Oltaction, was 
formed by a patient mentioned by the Editor of the Pharmaceutical 
Journal. " We have heard (says he) of a lady who, having been 
subjected to this process (the administration of a homoeopathic dose 
by Olfaction) by her homoeopathic doctor, passed the fee before hia 
nose, and then — replaced it in her pocket."* 

' In hii Organon, p. 9, he sutes, In the isnie eompUoent tone, that if ■ djspeptic, 

with amoCationB, depreasian, cold feet, etc^ smeil only oDoe a globule of palaatiUa 
of a high dilution (the SOtb 7) " the derangement of his health in general, and of his 
stomach in partionlar, will certainl; be removed, in two boara he is quite well I " 
' See Appendix. ' Pharmaceutical Jonrnal for Janaary 1851, p. 31S. 
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PR0VING8, OR MEANS OF DETERMININO THE SYMPTOMS 
WHICH SPECIAL DRUGS CAN CAUSE, AND HENCE CAN CURE ; 
mSTANOES OF HOUSE-SALT, CARBONATE OF LIME, ETC. 

The principles which ought to gnide the homtBopathists in the 
selection of the proper drug for any caae under treatmeiit, and the 
mode or modes of determining, with this view, the special virtues of 
the different drugs employed by them, are repeatedly stated and 
inculcated by Hahnemann. He lays it down as one of his "in- 
dnbttable truths," that '* the trim of all the symptoms in each in- 
dividnal caae of disease most be the sole indication, the sole guide to 
direct us in the choice of a cnrative remedy." ' *' By the removal 
(he mdntains) of the whole of the perceptible Signt and Stfmptom* 
of the disease, the sum total of the disease is at the same time re- 
moved."' And he elsewhere observes, "It must (regard being 
had to the possibility of a miasm, and attention paid to the acces- 
sory circumstances), be the Symptom* alone, by which the disease 
demands and points to the remedy suited to relieve it ; and, more- 
over, the totality of these its Symptoms (of this outwardly reflected 
picture of the internal essence of the disease, that is, of the affection 
of the vital force), must be the principal or the sole means whereby 
the disease can make known what remedy it requires — the only 
thing that can determine the choice of the most appropriate cura- 
tive agent — and thns, in a word, the totality of the Symptoms must 
be the principal, the sole thing, the physician has to take note of 
in every caae of disease, and to remove by means of his art." — (Or- 
ffanon, p. 113, etc.) 

Various writers and physicians have held and believed that, ac- 
cording to these reiterated opinions and statements of Hahnemann, 
all knowledge of anatomy, of physiology, of pathology, and of most of 
the other branches of medical science, is in reality useless and unne- 

' Orgnnon, p. 120. ' lb. p. 119. 
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cessary for the homoeopathic practitioner. For if it be the external 
" Symptoms alone" which the physician requires to ascertain and 
determine, without any relation to the internal morbid states or dis- 
eases upon which these symptoms depend, this simple amount of 
knowledge could be collected and obtained by a non-medical as well 
as by a medical person, by a peasant or a priest as well as by a 
physician.' 

Bat after having ascertained and noted the " svm total of the 
spnptoms" under which any patient may be labouring, the horocetv- 
pathist has one more duty, and that a most important one, accord- 
ing to his creed, viz., to select from the list of his homoeopathic 
drugs, some medicine which ia capable, or which is supposed to be 
capable, of exciting in the constitution, a series of symptoms more 
or less perfectly similar (and the more similar the better) to the 
diseased symptoms under which the patient is snfferiog ) for like is 
to be cured by like (^similia dmilibns curantw). 

When early in his career, Hahnemann adopted the idea that the 
law of cure consisted in thus exhibiting to the patient some drug, 
capable of exciting in him an artificial series of Symptoms, similar 
to the diseased symptoins which were present, he next found it 
necessary, in order to apply this doctrine in practice, to fix the 
*' artificial symptoms " which different drtfgs were capable of causing, 
and hence, consequently, afeurinff.' 

' In treating of tbia point, tiie aathor of on editorial paper (Sketch of the Pro- 
gresrire Development of the Homoiopathic Sjstem), in " The British Journal," ob- 
serveB, regarcHBg these remarhs of Hahnemann on a koovledge of the Sjaploins 
being roith/ Decessarj, " Ha (Hahnemann) makes the choice of a remedy & purely 
empirical act, and pvea no scope to the reasoning ponen." — British Journal of 
Bomteopathp, for 1849, p. 359. Paterson (the same writer, observes) " considers the 
mere tmmber of the symptoms of disease and medicine that are alike, itij^i'enl to 
guide us in our selection, which nould certainly be Co reduce the arl (homceopsthy) to 
a mere tJionghtless mechanical conatiog." — Ibid, p. 360. Many of tJiemcifictiMisciples, 
however, of homieopathj, especially in this country, hate anxioualj endeavoured to 
explain away the truth and force of Hahnemann's statements, regarding a knowledge 
of syngiioms being solely required in homceopatbic medicine, and they try to insist 
on a general knowledge of medical science— physiology, frathology, etc., being aclo- 
ally necessary on the part of those who practise horateopBthically, — a doctrine which 
the alleged succeesral practice of " the science " by naroeroua non-medical gentlemen 
and ladies aufliciently contradicts. 

' Perhaps it is right here also Co reuark. Chat Other therapeutical agendes thm 
mere drugs have been lested and proved by bomieopatlusts. " The effeotfr (it is 
remarked in tbe Hoirnxopatbic Journal) of aimial maiinetism, and of tbe passions, 
have also been recorded, so as to be available in disease." — {HoBiixopathic Journal for 
IB49, p. 349.) 
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In order, if possible, to fix and determine wtiat special sjnuptoms 
special drugs were capable of prodacing, and hence also of removing, 
[iabnemanit and bis disciples have had recourse to several different 
sources of information ; as first, observing and argning upon the 
known effects of some special medicines in particular diseases; — 
teeondly, noting the symptoms excited by poisonons doses of drugs 
on the healthy constitution ; — and, thirdly, and principally, they have 
for this purpose made numerous direct experiments or " provings" 
(as they are termed) of their various drugs, by exhibiting them in 
large, or in infinitesimal doses, to people, either in a state of health 
or in a state of disease, and then watching and collecting the effects, 
or " artificial symptoms " that ensue. 

1. The first of these jiroposed methods of fixing and determining 
the symptoms produced by any given drug, is certainly an attempt 
at philosophizing, which is most illogical and untenable. The use of 
Iodine Is acknowledged to cure that enlargement of the thyroid 
gland, known nnderthe name of Goitre; but Iodine, when taken 
by persons in health, or in sickness, has never been observed to 
produce enlargement of that gland, or any symptoms similar to 
Goitre. Yet the homoeopaths, reasoning on the alleged " uni- 
versality" of their " immutable law" of " similia similibus curantur," 
argue, that since Iodine cure» Goitre, it ought also to came Goitre, 
though no one ever saw it do so. And hence, in the works on 
homceopathic drugs and their effects, by Jahr and others, this 
disease (Goitre) " has," to use the words of Dt Black, " been 
classed in the materia medica as one of the syhptohs produced by 
Iodine," Such an extraordinary instance of reasoning in a circle, 
does certEunly not require one word of comment to expose the ex- 
travagance of the logic implied in it. 

2. When some substances and medicines are given in large doses, 
they act as poisons, and each produce special effects or symptoms. 
The homoeopathists 'have collected the symptoms thus resulting 
from large poisonous doses of particular drugs, and consider them 
as symptoms, which infinitesimal doses also of the drugs ought to 
eause, though to a slighter extent ; and hence, of course, ought to cure. 
For example, a poisonous dose of opium produces coma, asphyxia 
palsy, etc. Hence the homoeopathists conceive that infinitesimal doses 
of opium are indicated in some forms of coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc. : 
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the dmg, though given in infiiiitesim^ doses in these diseases, being 
etill exhibited by the homoeopathic practitioner, in such quantity as 
theoretically to produce an artificial medicinal disease, somewhat 
greater in degree than the morbid coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc., 
a^net which it was given. For to cure, in fact, the natural coma, 
etc., the dose of opiam given must be such (to use Hahnemann's 
own repeated expression) as to produce a medicinal disease, or coma, 
** somewhat greater in degree " than that which pre-existed. — But 
although five or ten gr^s of opium, or an ounce or two of 
laudanum may produce, as a poison, coma, asphyxia, palsy, etc., — 
surely, no man can rationally argue and suppose, that a decillionth 
of a drop of laudanum, or a decillionth of a grain of opium, could, or 
would, produce any amount whatever of coma, asphyxia, or palsy; not 
to speak of a degree of coraa, asphyxia, palsy, etc., greater, as the 
whole theory of homceopathy requires, than that which the physician 
is called upon originally to treat. — An ounce or two of Epsom salts 
in a glass of water may produce diarrhcDa, etc. ; but does any one 
believe that a single grain of Epsom salts, duly commixed with the 
whole waters of Loch Lomond, or of Lake Superior, would impart 
to each drop, or glasslul of these vraters, a power either of causing 
or curing any symptoms of diarrhcea, or any other symptoms what- 
ever? And it is unnecessary to add, iJiat one single grain of the 
salt in these bodies of water, would not, after all, make the dilution 
approach by milHons of millions of times to the degree of exiguity of 
the thirtieth dilution of Hahnemann, — (hat dilution which, as we 
have already seen, he recommended as the fittest dose of every drug 
in all diseases, both acute and chronic. 

3. But the great mass and body of the so-^led data or facts per- 
taining to the homceopathic Materia Medica, have been procured in 
quite a different way— viz., as we have stated, by exhibiting the 
drugs, the symptoms of which were to be ascertained and fixed, 
either in common or in infinitesimal doses, to healthy or diseased 
individuals, and noting down the supposed effects or symptoms pro- 
duced by them in these individuals. The results of these experiments 
or " provings " of drugs, particularly upon healthy men, are viewed 
by the homoeopath ists as matters of immense importance. " Medi- 
cines," says Hahnemann, " on which depend man's life and death, 
disease and health, must be thoroughly and most carefully distin- 
guished from one another, and for this purpose tested by careful 
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experiments, for the purpose of ascertaming their powers and real 
effects on the healthy body," ' In these experiments or provings, 
he continues, " depend the exactitude of the whole medical art, and 
the weal of all fatuie generations of mankind." < 

Deeply impressed with the importance of this department of 
homceopathic knowledge, Hahnemann himself, at an early period, 
with various of his disciples, instituted a series of experiments or 
provings, for the purpose of ascertaining and fixing what special 
symptoms difierent special drags were capable of exciting. In 
making these experiments, Hahnemann and bis disciples first used 
the ordinary or allopathic doses of tbe drug, whose powers they 
wished to ascertain. But afterwards they made their observations 
with infinitesimal globules and dilutions of it. Frolich used even 
higher dilutions up to the 200th, with the view of obtaining the 
required " provings." At first, and generally, the " provings " 
were obtained by giving tbe drugs to persons in a state of perfect 
health, and noting upon them, or asking them to note, the symp- 
toms which they produced ; but latterly, it was supposed by 
Hahnemann and others, that they might safely ascertain their 
pathogenetic effects, or medicinal characters, by watching the action 
of the drugs when given in infinitesimal doses, as curative medicines, 
to people in different states of disease.' 

These " proved" symptoms, then, of particular drugs, form the 
grand and " invaluable " data by which the homoaopathtc practitioner 
judges of the applicability of his drugs to tbe removal of the special 
diseases, or rather symptoms of disease, which he undertakes to 
cure ; and this constitutes the data by which he attempts to select 
the infinitesimal dose of the proper remedy from his medicine box. 
These " provings," or the supposititious symptoms obtained by these 
provings, were essential and necessary before the principle of homtEO- 
pathy could be applied in practice ; and on the accuracy and im- 
portance of them, the application of homceopathy, as a system of 

< Orgacon, p. 314. * Ibid, p. 2IS. 

* " The bnik of the symptoms of the so-calied BOti-psoric remedies recorded id 
HabneiaaQD'B CArtntic IHseaau ttere derived, — Ist, From trials with mediciuas given 
in globules of the 30th dilution ; and, 2d, From the observstions of patients who got 
the medicine (also in the 30th dilation) for their disease." — Britah Joumal of 
Eomieopathy, VoL vii. p. 342. In the lost edition of hie OrgoHon, p. S18, he advises 
dedlHouthi as (he best doses fbr proving the medicinal powers of drugs. See also 



DMz.d.yG00gIC 



PBOV1NG8 OF HOUSE-SALT. 71 

medicine, altogether and entirely depends. But of what value are 
these provingat Are the symptoms suppoeed to be elicited by 
them, as laid down in homoeopatliic works on therapeutics, to be 
looked upon as the true and genuine effects of the drugs swallowed, 
or are they mere " ima^ings" on the part of the individuals ex- 
perimented upon? — Are these alleged symptoms, in the maiu, 
actually fects, or fancies alone t To show the probability or 
improbability of this, the best course is, perhaps, to quote from 
one or two of the principal and most modem homosopathic authori- 
ties on the subject, the alleged symptomB said to be produced by 
particnlar substances or drugs. To show the nature of the special 
symptoms, alleged to be excited by special medicines, let me adduce, 
in the way of illustration, the medicinal effects or provings of ona 
or two substances in ^etty general use. I shall select first, for 
this purpose, the effects or symptoms which the homoeopath! sts allege 
to be produced by doses of common flouse-Salt, — a substance which 
the whole world of mankind is daily employing, and. which Jahr, in 
his well-known work on homoeopathic medicines and materia medica, 
' states to possess properties which indicate its applicability as a 
medicament in some twenty or thirty difi^rent affections. 

Common HOUSE or TABLE Salt (Natrum Muriatkum, as Jahr 
terms it), when proved upon a healthy person, can cause above four 
hundred and fiftif symptoms, and, consequently, is capable, on the 
homoeopathic principle, of curing many of these symptoms when they 
occur similarly in different states of disease. According to Jahr, 
House-salt is usually employed in doaes of the 20th or 30th dilution, 
or, in other words, in doses of the quadrillionth or decillionth of a 
grain ;^ and the duration of a dose of its effects lasts, in chronic 
afiections, from forty to fifty days. He describes the symptoms sup- 
posed to be produced in man by doses of House-salt and of othe? 
drugs, under the several heads of " General Symptoms," and symp- 
toms observed in ih» " Skin," " Sleep," " Fever," " Head," " Eyes," 
" Ears," " Nose," etc., etc. The mere enumeration of the symptoms 
produced in these various parts by House-salt, occupies about six 
pages in Jahr's work. To, cite them all would, consequently, 

' " What a pitj (says Dr Curie) the pcttti nere not aware thai a siu^ tear-drop 
contains millioDS of times mors of this powerful me<Ucine than would suffice for the 
it of all the individuals of the human familj who have ever YtaA an existence ; 
et we roahlj add to our food AtHy, quantities of salt thai would require alaaa- 
» of Bpirit property to dnsoWe" ! 
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occnpy more space than we can bestow upon tbem. But the fol- 
lowing is an abridged list of some of the principal symptoiDS which 
this drug is averred to be capable of producing, and hence also of 
curing. 

Symptoms produced by Common Hous^'Salt. 

"Bigiditjofall the Jointa, which crutk when they are moTed." "Teodeooy to ex- 
perience dulocation, and to Mnin the baok." "Paraljtn*." " Swelling of tiieQUndt.** 
" Bad effect! of a duappcnntaienl'' " Great relaxation of all tlie phjdcal and moral 
powen after fa^gne." ** Great drowiinea^ dnring the da;." " Betarded sleep and 
•leeplestneei at night, with inefiectnal efforts to go to sleep." " Af^tated sleep, full 
of TMd and Uadnoni dreami.'' " Frightfnl dreams of qnarrels, mordert, Bi^ thieires, 
etc." "At night pains in the baek, quirnn^ apparent] j of the nerres, &eqtient 
•mtenoa of nrine, headache, colic, asthmatic sufferings, and great anguish of bodj." 
"Typhus fever, with debility." "Anguish, aometimes daring a storm, bat especially 
at night." " Itatred to persons who have formerly given offence." " AwkwaidncH." 
" Painfol oonforion in the head, vertigo, with shocks in the head, and diiriness," 
" Sensation on movitig the tibad as if the brain wavered," " Tendency of tbe head 
to become easily chilled." ■'Bpasmodiccloeingof tbe ejelidt, especially in tbe morn- 
ing, in the evening (during tbe twilight), and at night." " Tinkling, ringing, mmbtiag, 
and hamming in the ears." " Nnmbneaa and insenaibillty of one side of the note." 
" Boring in the bones of the noee." " Drawing, like extraction in tbe teetli, exlmd- 
inginto the ear and the throat aflerameal, and at night, with swelling of the cheek." 
" Speech embarrassed In consequence of the heavinesi of the tongue." " Prolonged 
fensation as of a haii on tbe tongue." " Spasma in tbe throat" " Lost of appetite, 
eapedally for bread, and repagaaoce to tob«cc« smoke." " Paljutation of the heart, 
and intermittent or accelerated pnlse." " Disagreeable 'rUngs, after partakiag of 
tbt food or milk." " Shocks and dawings in tbe pit of the stomaoh." " Drawin;^ 
tensim, pressure, pricking, and shootings in the hepatic n^on." " Fain and shoot- 
ings in the splwiic region." "Protrusion of hernia." "Excoriation between the 
buttocks, espedail; iriien walking." " Eiceattve excitement of tbe amative feeling 
or dulness." " Aoenmolation of mncus Is the larynx in the morning." " Choking 
spannodic cough in twd in the evening." " Wheeling respiration in bed in the 
evening." " Oontnsive pain and feeling d paratyeia in Ae eacram, especially in the 
morning." "Tearing across the kdna and bipa." "Ncelamal pidns in the baek." 
" Digging in the arms, shocks in the elbows." ** IMfficnlt; in bending; the joints of 
the fingers." " Numerous flaws in the nails." " Burning In the feet." " Redness of 
tbe great toe." " Corns on the feet, with shooting and boring pains," etc etc etc. 
—iJahr'l Mamiai of HomceepathK Medidne, vol. i. p. 386, ti atq. 

Let UB tsike another example, cabbohatb of lime or chalk, 
(Calcarea Carbonica), exists in most vegetables, and is contained in 
greater or less quantity — but in doses larger than the Habnemannic 
— in almost every water which man drinks. It is found, (saya Dr 
Pereira), even in the purest of waters, viz., in rain water.' Carbonate 

> Sec Pereira's Materia Medica, vol. i. p. 2.^9. 
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of Lime is, according to Jahr, tisaally employed in the dose of a de- 
cillionth, or in the 30th dilution ; and the duration of it« effects is 
fifty days in chronic affections. According to the provings of the 
homoeopathists, Carbonate of Lime is capable of producing above 
one thoiteand symptoms. Out of this immense number of effects, 
we select the following as specimens of the symptoms it may cause, 
and hence may cure. 

■ Symptoms produced hy Chalk or Carbonate of Lime. 

" ShooUngs and drawing puns in the limbs, chiefly at night, or in BQinnier, and in 
change of weather." " Great tendency to atrain the back in lifting." " Strong dewre 
to be magnetised." "EmadatloD, without failnre of appstit«. Great plumpness, 
and exceesire obenty." "On walking in the open air; sadness with tears." 
" Turible quirering of the skin ftom head to foot." " Encysted tnmonrs which are 
renewed and euppnrate every mcnth." " Swelling and distortion of the bones." 
'.' Flaws in the fingers." " Sleeplessness from acdiity of mind, or in consequence of 
TolnptaoiiB or frightful images which appear as soon as the eyes are shnt." "Snoring 
during sleep." " Dreams freqnent, riTid, anxious, fantastic, confased, frightful, and 
harrible." " Dreams of sick and dead persons." " At night, agitation, asthmatic 
■nffeiing, anxiet;^, heat, pains in the stomaoh, and in the prtecordial region, thirst, 
beatings of the head, toothache, vertigo, headache, fear of losing the reason, and 
many other Sufferings." " Quotidian fever towards two o'clock in the afternoon, 
with yawning and cough, a desire to lie down at least fbr three hours, after which 
the hands become cold." "Tertian fever in the evening." "Disposition to weep, 
even aboat trifles." "Vexation and lamentation on acoonot of old offences." 
"Anxiety and anguish excited hy fancies, or frightfiil stories." "Dispodtien to 
take alarm ; Apprehensions." " Fear of bung ill or nntbrtnnate; of sad accidents, 
of loung the reason ; of b^i^ infected by oonta^ous diseases. " " Discourage' 
ment and fear of death." " Excessive ill-hnmonr, and miscliievonB inclination ; 
with ohsUnacy, and a dispodtion to take everything in had part." " Dii^ust 
and aversion to all labour whatever." "Delirium, with visions of fires, mnrden, 
rats and mice, etc." " Head compressed as if by a vice." " Diiriness after 
scratching behind the ear," " Vertigo after a fit of anger." " Headache from 
having wrapped the head in a handkercbiefl" " Pains In the head aggravated by 
•piritnoos drinks." "Drawing pains in the right side of the head." "Piercing in 
the forehead, as if the head was going to burst." " Pains of hammering in the 
head." " Icy coldness in, and especially on the right side of, the head." " Move- 
ment of the brain in walking." " Immense size of the head." " Strong disposition 
to take cold through the head." "Smarting on reading during the day, or by 
candle light." "Flow of blood trom the eyes." "Lachrymal snppnrating flstala." 
" Papils greatly dilated." " Confusion of sight as if there were a mist." " Great 
dazzling fironi loo strong a light," " Pnmlent discharge from the ears." " Polypus 
in the ears." "Cracking and detonation In the ears whpn chewing." "Fcetid 
smell from the nose." "Sense of smell dull, or exceedingly sensitive." "Foitid 
odonr before the nose, as if from a dunghill, rotten eggs, or gunpowder." " Face 
pale and hollow, with eyes sunk and surronnded by a hvid circle." " FcEtid odonr 
of the teeth.— ^Fistulous ulcers in the gums of the lower jaw." " Ranula under the 
tongue." " Hanking up of mucus." " Repugnance to tobacco smoke i deitre for 
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Mlt things for win?, and for dointieiL" " Prenara on tha itoinacli, with m 
M if from k claw." " Insbilitf lo wear tight clothes ronnd tbe bypochondru." 
"Incarceration of flatnlencj." " Frewure of wind towardu the inguinal ringa, aa 
if hernia were about to protmde." "Before the eTacnation, great irascibiLty. 
After the STacoation, dqjaction, and reUialion of tlie limbs." " Frequent protroaion 
of hemorrhoidal excrescences during the evacuations." " Burning emption in th« 
form of a clnaler in tbe arms." "Wetting tbe bed." " Polypm of the bladder." 
"ProlapauB ateri." " Varicea in Che labia majora." " Pain, aa of eicoriaiiou and 
ulceralion, in ibe nipples." " Ulceration of the larynx," " Cough eioited b; plajing 
on the piano." " Urgeal inclination to inapire deeply," " Pains, as of dislocation, 
in tbe loins, back, and in tbe neck, as if caused bj a strain." " Swelling and dia- 
tortioD of the spine." " Rigidity of tbe neck." " Suppnratioa of the aiilary gland." 
" Swellings of tbe Ttins of the hands." " Warts on the artas and on the handa." 
" Contraction of tbe Gngen." " Tbe lega go to sleep when one is seated," ett^ etc. 
etc. — Jahr's Manii<d of Homreapatiiic Medicine, toI. i., p. 108, <f fcf. 

In his volnme on Homoeopathic Materia Medica, Dr Jahr records, 
in a similar way and in a similar style, the symptoms or effects pro- 
duced, or rather supposed to be produced, by above two hundred 
drugs used by homceopathbts. The " provings" under each, are 
exactly of the same strange character as those which we have 
selected. And these two specimens, House-salt and Carbonate of 
Lime, are selected because they seem jnst and sufficient examples of 
the whole. To quote more would be to occupy our space most' 
unnecessarily ; especially as we have in former chapters had occa- 
sion to cite specimens of these symptoms, as the list of " Moral 
Symptoms" produced by Flint or Silex (see p. 48) ; and the relipous 
effects or symptoms of other drugs (see p. 30).' 

Perhaps it is proper to add, iu order to show the fantastical affec- 
tation of exactitude in these homceopathic provings and symptoms, 

* We cannot however, dismiss these pToviugs of bom(xopatbio drugs, — and par- 
ticnlarly, of such drugs aa hoose-salt, carboiute of Lme and other articles which 
man of necessity daily employs in bis food and drink, — withont offering one remark. 
If this portion of the creed of tbe bomceopathisls were true, ntan wonld be one of 
tjie most Dnfortouate and miserable of erealed beings. If, for example, tbe salt 
wjiich he most take with his food, and the carbonate of lima which he must take 
with his drink, were actually capable of prodaeing in the human constitution the 
hundreda of separate — and in some of th^r details, severe — symptoms asoribed to 
them by Hahnemann and his disciples, would not tbe body of man have been neces- 
sarily rendered wretched, and (as they mostly prodnce various marked " moral 
symptoms") would not bis mind have been ^ndered sinfol, by the very snbetanoes 
which his Creator obliges him to use constantly in the course of (he common and 
requisite nonrisbment of bis frame? If homceopathy were true, would this arrange- 
ment not form a strong and incontrovertible argument for sceptics to use, who wished 
to call in question the bountiful and beneficent arraogementa of Providence! 
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that some of the homoeopathic drugs produce, and therefore remove, 
particular symptoms, only when they occur tmder particular circum- 
stances or conditions. We have seen abovej that carbonate of lime 
causes, and consequently removes, " cough," when " excited by 
playing on the piano." A dose of Rhododendron causes toothache 
during a storm, and hence cures toothache when it supervenes dur- 
ing a storm (Jahr's Materia Medica, vol. i., p. 488) ; and Indian 
Daphne causes and cures " toothache after . . . ."' — (P.217.) The 
symptoms produced by Colchicum " are singularly aggravated by a 
too brilliant light, and by the smell of pork" (p. 186) ; and " the 
smell of fresh eggs, or fat meat," is liable " to occasion loss of con- 
sciousness" in those using this drug. — (P. 188.) Boras, or Subborat© 
of Soda, produces and remove^ " great anxiety when riding in a 
carriage" (p. 92) ; and Charcoal generates and relieves *' colic pro- 
duced by the motion of a carriage," — (P. 137.) Doses of Sweet 
Violet ( Viola Odoratd) cause, and hence cure, an " aversion to all 
kinds of music, and principally the violin" (p. 608); and common 
Subcarbonate of Soda, and consequently Soda Water, both causes 
and cures " trembling when playing on the piano." — (P. 381.) 
" The majority of the symptoms (produced by Daphne) manifest 
themselves when the moon is waning" (p. 217) ; and the symptoms 
following the use of Siles or Flint are aggravated at the new or full 
moon — (p. 531). Many of them produce peculiar conditional 
effects on particular parts ; for example, the feet and toes. Thus 
Agnus Castas produces a " tendency to twist the feet when walking 
on the pavement" (p. 12^ ; Camphor causes " acute drawing in 

' Ail wbo have looked into the volnioes of Jabr, tbe MMeria Medica, pnbliahing 
bjr the Eagluh " E&huemaim PublUhiog Society " (see our qezt page), sad the other 
works devoted to the biatorj of homoeopathic proriugB and homceopathic dfugs, mast 
bare felt greatl; aarprised at the pretended efTects, given in a aeccion, dulj entered 
ftt coniidereble length, under each important drug, and contuning roTelations and 
langnage of (an tbe London UedtcftlOkiottedMcribeslhem) "aatonndibg imparity." 
Wbac we refer to are— (to use the words of Dr Biuhaait) — " neither iniesiigMioaB 
into the atrDctnre nor the functions of the sexual organs, but nuparaUeled confessions 
of mentsi emotions and passioon ; and that not by sick patients, anxious to obtain 
health, but by experimnitera (male and female) in perfect healtb, gratuicoutil]' sup- 
plying these unwonted deUule."— AuAaon on HonmopaAy, p. 34. " The madidnes 
must," avers Hahnemann, " be tested on both males and jenules, in order to reveal 
the alterations of the health they produce in reference to the sexual system." — 
Organon, p. SIT. " We presume," says Dr Buahnan, " we have to thank this law 
for the slwniiDable aai filthy character of nun; of the honueopatbic wrilingB." — 
Homoeopath, p. 33. 
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the extremities of the toes and under the naila when walking" (p. 
121); Crude Antimony produces " callous excrescence at the tips 
of the toes and under the nail nf the great toe " (p. 42) ; Epaom 
Salts cause " shootings in the toes," and " tearings in the tips of the 
Sogers at night" (p. 351) ; Amnioniacum escites " drawing in the 
middle toe" (p. 23) ; a preparation of Iron (Ferrum Md^eticum) . 
makes '* the little toe painful, as if it were violently compressed," 
and causes " ganglion of the foot" (p. 244) ; Athamantha causes 
" tearing and burning in the left Httle toe" (p. 66); Sulphur causes 
** easy dislocation of the foot when walking" (p. 572) ; Nux Vomica 
produces " facility of dislocation of the instep" (p. 422) ; Carbonate 
of Soda gives a " tendwicy to dislocate and sprain the joint of the 
foot" (p. 385) ; etc. etc, etc. 

Further, it cannot be argued, and must not be supposed, that the 
work of Jahr, Irom which I have quoted the above, is not a work 
of the very highest authority on homoeopathy ; for it is cited every- 
where by homccopathists themselves, as one of their most standard 
productions on the Materia Medica; and two editions of a translation 
of it into English by Dr Curie have been published in London, 
and others in America. It is from the second of these London 
editions that we have quoted the above extracts. 

Lately, between twenty and thirty of the principal homoeopathic 
physicians in Great Britfun, including Dr Black, Dr Drysdale, Dr 
Madden, Dr Gully of Malvern, Dr Henderson of Edinburgh, the 
Rev. T. Wright of Coldstream, etc., have instituted " THE babne- 
UANN pdSLishihg SOCIETY," " for the purpose of publishing 
scientific and practical works on homceopathy." In 1850, they 
published their first volume, viz., a " Pathogenetic Cyclopaedia," or 
" Systematic arrangement and analysb of the Homosopathic Materia 
Medica," by Dr Dudgeon of London. This volume contains only 
the symptoms of " the Disposition, Mind, and Head." I shall select 
a specimen from this volume, published under such high authorities, 
to show that the symptoms there described are, in respect of folly, of 
the same type with those of Jahr. At page 168 to 170 (to take 
these pages as an example), there is given a series of Delusions, 
which are capable of being produced, and which it is alleged have 
been produced in the provings of certain drugs. I shall select a few 
of these as specimens : — 

" DeliuiOD that he ii flying" (produced b}> Campbos). " Delnaion Chat he ia riding 
an ox" (produced by Belladomha). "Delueion that he ia a hunter" (produced by 
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VBBATttrn). "Delusion ihst ho is a commanding officer" (effect of a dose of 
Copfhb). "DelmioD that he gires the word of commaud" (effect of Belladomiii). 
" Delusion that he haa a large buainess" (effect of Phospbobub). " Delosion that 
he poflsesieifioe clothes" (effect of Sulpbub). "Delusion tliat he ii a gooae " (effect 
of Coridm). " Delusion that be is a child" (effect of Ciocta). "Delnnon that he 
has old cbiuTS to mend" (effect of Coppeb). " Delniion that he has greens for sale" 
(effect of Coppbb). " Deludon ,that he ia driring sheep" (symptom of Aconitb). 
"Delusion that his bead is larger" (sjrmptom of Zinc)- "Delnsioo that his head u 
transparent, and that his nose is transparent" (effecta of BELLADOtm*). " Deluaion 
that bis stomach is devoured" (effect of Sabxdilla). "Delusion that hia legs aro 
cut off" (effect of Babtta). "Delusion that bis &ngers and toes are cat off"(sjiD}i- 
tom of Mbsk). "Delurion that his feet ore in his brun" (effiBct of Ahpbisbieiia). 
"Delunon that he is billed, roasted, and being eaten" (a symptom of Stramohiuk). 
"Delusion that he is about to be married" (symptom of Hihbane). "Delusion that 
be is pursued by evil spirits, and that a dog is biting him" (effect of Stbamdhiuu). 
"Deln^n that thieves are in the house" (symptom of Abbbmic). "Delusion that 
men are swine" (a symptom of Hkhbajib). " Imaginary tigioo of cats" (an effect of 
.Mcbma). " Imaginary vision of rabbits" (effect of Straiionioh). " Pretending to 
crack nuts" (symptom of Hbhbahi). " Pretending to count money" (symptom of 
Belladonna). " Pretending to drive away peacocks " (a symptom of Hiosoxahdb). 
"Eats his shoes" (an effect of Vebatbok). "Tries to climh np the stove"(er^t of 
Hehbahb). " Dancing in the Churchyard" (a symptom of SiBAiiOMitru). " Indina- 
tion to poll people's noses " (a symptom produced by Hbbockx) ; etc. etc. etc 

It is surely unnecessary to dwell farther on these " provings," — 
the making of n hich is, according to Hahnemann, a portion of the 
homoeopathic system that " is of all others the most important ; 
which is to form the basis of the only true healing art (of homoeo- 
pathy) ; and which demands the greatest moral certainty and tnist- 
worthiuess" (Organon, p. 228). For, as he again observes (p. 215), 
" the weal of all fiitnre generations of mankind, and the exactitude 
of the (hon^oeopathic) medical art," depend upon the accuracy of 
these provings. And I willingly leave every unprejudiced reader 
to judge for himself of their actual accuracy, and of the consequent 
amount of reliance that can possibly be placed upon a system of 
medicine, which rests and relies upon the truth of these imaginary 
" proved" effects of drugs as one of its most essential and vital 
foundations. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

EXPERIENCE AS A. TESTOP HOMCEOPATHY; SAME TEST CLAIMED 
BY ALL FORMS OF CHARLATANRY i FALLACIES; CUEATIVE 
EFFECTS OF VIS MEDICATRIX ; OF REGIMEN AND DIET ; OF 
MEDICAL FAITH, ETC. 

Onb important circumstance haa always formed the ground-work 
and basis of the temporary success and glorification of " the thou- 
sand and one" infallible and universal cures, and ejatems of cure, 
that have been propounded to the world during the last two or three 
thousand years. Fortunately for all these irregular and exclusive 
systems of cure, a large majority of the attacks of disease, both acute 
and chronic, to which the human body is subject, can be overcome 
and recovered from by the sanative powers of the constitution aJone. 
In other words, Nature alone cau cure most of these attacks, nnin- 
6uenced and unaided by the employment of any medicinal means ; 
and sometimes in despite of these means. 

In a preceding extract (p. 33), we have found it correctly stated, 
in regard to liomceopathy, that its " socalled cures were recoveries 
from ordinary ailments by the efforts of nature." But it is doubts 
iessly this apparently successful treatment of cases submitted to 
homoeopathic doses which misleads many a mind unacquainted with 
the nature of medical evidence. The mere successihl natural ler- 
mhiation, however, of a case, or of a series of cases, is no sufficient 
criterion of the successful medical treatmentofthcm ; or, in other words, 
of the reality of their cure. Every quack medicine, from the universal 
panacea of the old Elixir of Life, or Berkeley's Tar-water, or Perkin's 
Tractors, — down to Solomon's Balm of Gilead, or Mr Lee's Brandy- 
and-Salt, — or Parr's, or Morrison's, or Holloway's pills ; and every 
quack system of medicine, from the doctrine of Charms and Sig- 
natures, —down to the modem ThirstKiure, HungeiMiure, and Grape- 
cnre of the Germans, or the prevailing systems of Cbronothermalism, 
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CofHnism, Kinesipatliy,' Hydropathy, Isopathy, &c.. &c, — lias, 
as every one knows, its hundreds or thousands of supposed cures 
or coincidences to boast of. Of the propounders and patrons o£ 
these diversified universal cures and systems of cures, one and all, 
confidently appeal to the results of so-called " Experience" in proof 
of the special efficacy and success of their own special and exclusive 
system of treatment ; and it would be strange indeed, and a very 
unusual exception to a very general law, if homoeopathy had not 
also its numerous alleged cures, and its results of " Experience' also 
to adduce and boast of, 

" Pure experience (it is averred and argued by Hahnemann) is 



' " A woll-digeated hUtorj of the ' irre^u orders' of medical practitioners wonld 
not (obaerrM a late Tiiter) bs DnlnstruEtiTe. ' It wonld present lo ns a curions Hit 
of Priests and Nobles, Philosophers, Simpletons, and Enaves. Even Bojalty itself 
wonld not be abseni from lE." Witaesa the rojal touch for the King's BiU. (See 
Quarterly RBttieui, vol. Ixii. p. 86.) One fact In the histoiy of trregnlnr practices is 
Ulnstrated in Kinesipathy, viz., the tendency of the same form of nnirersal cnre to 
be reproduced in dtSerent tge» and in different places. According to the evidence 
of Pliny, Fcodicus, a dixciple of Hippocrates, fint adopted, as a general method of 
cure, robbing, cbampoalng, and movements (or Kinesipalby}j and this method of 
cnre was i^ain temporarily brongbt into vogne in Borne in Pliny's own time. 
Lately it has been revived as a new and universal method of cnre by Ling of 
Sweden, and others. The anthoc of the article I have quoted from, reputed to be 
Bii Benjamin Brodie, gives the fallowiog hialory of a Kinesipath who, within the 
present century, deluded for a time the people of London with this supposed universal 
mode of cnre. 

" A yonng man (says be) who had been brou^t np as a joumeyman-coopn', wu 
inatrneWd by his mother in the art of c/tampooing, Champooing and other modes 
of friction have been long known as useful remedies in certain cases of stiff Joints 
and weakened limbs, and as a substitute for exercise in bed-ridden patients ; and 
dtere are man; respectable females, of the class of nurses, in London, who prac- 
tise the art very snccessfiilly, and think themselves amply remunerated for their 
labour by earning a few sMllings daily. But this youth was more fortunate. One 
or two cures, which it was reported that he had made, caused him to be talked 
of at every dinner-table. It was tielieved that he had made a prodipous discovery 
In the healing art — that ehampooing, perfiirmed oeoording to his method, was a 
remedy for all disorders. Not only Uioee to whose cases the treatment was really 
applicable, but those to whose cases it was not applicable at all— patients widt 
diseases of the hip and spine, of the lungs and liver — patients with the worst 
diseases, and patients with no disease whatever — went to be champooed. The time 
of titt arlist being folly occupied, rose in value, and we have no doubt that we do 
not over-estimate his gains in aaying that, for one or two years, his receipts were 
■t the rate of L.6(KH) annually. Matters went on thus for three or four years, when 
the delusion ceased about as suddenly as It had leapt into vigour, and the cham- 
pooer found himself aJl at once deprived of bis vocation." — Quarterh/ Btview, 
vd. Ixxi. p. 90. 
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the only, the infallible oracle of medicine," and the " idle declama- 
tionB (of opponents) must cease before the dicta of infallible experi- 
ence." In this strain, in former times, Bishop Berkeley strenuously, 
and apparently soundly, argaed regarding the universal curative 
effect of Tar-water ; so argued Dr Solomon regarding hia Balm of 
Gilead ; Mr Perkins regarding his Metallic Tractors ; Dr Morrison 
regarding his Pills ; Mr Lee regarding the effects of the internal 
and external use of Brandy-and-Salt, &c &c. In the present day 
wehaveexactly the same proof of "infallible ftEpertencc** everywhere 
as earnestly and anxiously repeated— by Dr Dickson regarding the 
results of his Chronothermal treatment ; by Mr Coffin regarding his 
courses of Lobelia, &c. ; by Ling regarding the cure of all diseases 
by rubbing and movements ; by Priessnitz regarding the cure of 
all affections by the internal and external use of cold water ; by 
Luz in relation to the treatment of all diseases upon the Isopathic 
principle, "aegualui aequalibne curantur," — " the same is cored by the 
same ; " by Hahnemann in relation to the treatment of aU diseases 
upon the homceopathic principle of " gimiUa similibita eurantur," — 
" like is cured by like," The promulgators, pupils, patrons, and 
patients of each of these diverse universal systems of cure, are, like 
Hahnemann and his followers, all equally ready and equally entitled 
to appeal to the results of " pure exfertence as the only, the in- 
fallible oracle " and criterion of the particular medical doctrine, and 
exclusive mode of cure, which, for the time being, thery severally 
and zealously happen t« favour and follow. 

To decide amidst so many very strong and yet veiy opposite 
asseverations, may not always be an easy task for trusting and cre- 
dulous minds, and particularly with those who are unacquainted 
with the nature of medical evidence. Indeed, with the non-medical 
public, the difficulty of distinguishing what is a cure by nature 
alone, and what is a cure by nature assisted or controlled by art, 
makes up the sum of the difSculty of distinguishing between true 
and spurious medical treatment. And in solving this problem, it is 
far too frequently forgotten, that men labouring under disease, even 
the most acute, and consequently much more so when suffering 
under slighter ailments, do not as a general rule die, even when 
totally and entirely let^ without any medicinal treatment whaU 
ever. When reasoning on the efficacy of different medicines and 
different modes of cure, the mind is constantly liable to fsH into 
the greatest errors, by neglecting this leading truth. For when 
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a man, in a state of disease, takes, for the purpose of curing that 
disease, a millionth ov a decillionth of a grain of oyster-shell, or 
sulphur, or other homceopathic <lriig, he comes — not very unnatur- 
ally, bnt very iltogically-— to attribute his cure to the infinitesimal 
dose of oyster-shell or sulphur, from being unaware that the disease, 
if left to itself, does very often spontaneously get well, and was vir- 
tually left entirely to itself when he took his Hahnemannic dose of 
oyster-shell or sulphur.' While the homceopathic patient anxiously 
attributes his cure to the infinitesimal dose which he has swallowed, 
the cnre is in reality effected by the natural sanative powers of the 
constitution (the old vis meclicatrix natuT<B) ; or by nature aided, 
not by medicine, bnt by Medical Faith; or assisted by proper Regimen 

■ " The eTidi>tice that is requisite to prove or disprove an; proposition in the science 
of medicine, is of a. pecnlior kind. It dilfers entirely from that Epecies of proof 
which satisfies a coort of law. Both direct and ciicumstantia! evidence, which would 
leave co donbt in the breasts of judges and juries, have often not the slightest ten- 
dene; to render u medical fact even probable. The declarations, and even the oaths, 
of the most conscientious, disinterested, and able men, are all insafficienC. The 
reason of this is, that few men, even those of considerable capacity, distinguish 
accurately between opinion and fact. Wben a man asserts he haa been eared of a 
particular disease bj a cert^n dru^, he is apt to think he is declaring a fact which 
he knows to be true ; whereas this assertion includes two opinions, in both of 
which he may be completely mistaken. The first is an opinion of his having had 
the disease specified ; the second, that the medicine employed removed the disease. 
Moat people are convinced that they are acquainted with the malady they are 
afflicted with ; they consider it a mete matter of fact ; and when ttey are cureS, they 
have as little doubt of the remedy that accomplished it. This belief is often strength- 
ened by the confident declarations, and specious behaviour, of the person who exhi- 
bits the remedy ; and if the person possesses gratitude, this also heightens the delu- 
sion. He is thns easily prevuled upon to swear positively both to the disease and 
the remedy, as if the; were both plain facts obvious to the senses ; whereas, both 
the one and the other are fireqnentl; beyond the reach of human knowledge. Such 
cases, to the truth of which the patientB will often take their oath, form no stronger 
presumption of these facts, than the affldavits that are daily snorn to of consumption, 
gout, or cancer being cured, prove that a specific for these distempers has been dis- 
covered. This species of unintentional perjury has been very common during the 
tut centary in every part of Europe ; and the more improbable the fact is, the moro 
unmeroas are the affidavits, end the more respectable the signatures. Clergymen, 
jodges, and peers, are daily swearing, that thcj havo been cured of incurable diseases; 
bnt the meanest apothecary smiles with contempt when ho reads their splendid testi- 
monials. .... Yetif any one sbonid attempt, by investigating each particniar 
case, to refute it, he woold soon discover the imposinibility of succeeding. 1 have 
been reqnested, on various occasions, to make snoh researches, and generally found 
that the patients were completely convinced of iha truth of the attestation, whether 
the remedy was physic, magnetism, or a tractor. In short, they were ready to take 
the most solemn oath to what was quite impossible to be trne." — Moore'f Beply to 
the Antivacciniits. 
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and strict Diet ;— the last, great and potent auxiliary means, of which 
all homoeopathiflts verj' properly and powerfully avail themselves. 

It is superfluous to adduce ony lengthened proofs or observa- 
tions of the direct curative efi^cts and influence which these means 
are cii]>able of exercising upon the diseased human economy, alto- 
gether independently of the exhibition and aid of drugs or medicine; 
and in trnth homoaopathists trust to these measures alone when using 
their billionths, decilHonths, etc., of a grain — such doses being, as 
we have already seen, so very infinitesimal, that tbey cannot, by any 
rational possibility, have any influence upon the body. 

On the all-important agency, at least, of the vis medieatrix 
nattirw, it is unnecessary to dwell. . All sects of physicians are 
willing to allow that, were it not for the aid afforded by the natural 
sanative powers of the constitution, their unassisted drugs would 
seldom or never restore the economy from a state of disease to a 
state of health. And, in many cases, the self-rectifying power of the 
vix medicatrix is such, that the office of the physician becomes com- 
paratively of a negative type ; and consists more in carefully averting 
the different conditions which may interfere with nature's operations, 
than in indirectly interfering with them ; his duty amounting to a 
course of active prevention rather than a course of active cure. 

And, again, the more physicians have studied the remedial efficacy 
in disease of mere Regimen— (including, as it does, the non-medicinal, 
uii-drugged regulation of all the various functions of the body, as 
affected by rest, or exercise, by temperature, by air, by mental 
excitement or quietude, etc. etc.,) — the more have they become con- 
vinced of the influence and importance of the due working, and 
proper control of the different physiological functions of the economy, 
as a means for restoring the body from its various morbid states to 
a state of health. The regulation of the Diet alone (forming one 
single subsidiary department of the general doctrine of the Eeginien), 
is indeed sometimes in itself sufficient to arrest the action and pro- 
gress of disease. In the first day of a Catarrh, for instance, simple 
abstinence from fluids generally effects a rapid and speedy cure ; 
a proper vegetable diet is sufficient, in most instances, to remove 
the most aggravated cases of Scorbutus ; the inculcation of a due 
animal diet forms, in the same way, the sheet>-anchor of the phy- 
sician in the treatment of Diabetes; and there are few cases of Con- 
stipation, or of Dyspepsia, however chronic or obstinate, that cannot 
be ultimately rectified by dietetic means alone, and withont the aid 
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of medicioe. Indeed, by the proper regulatioD of the' diet in sick- 
ness, *' more good," as was long ago sagaciously remarked by Dr 
Arbuthnot, " and less mischief, will be done in Acnte Dbtempers, 
than by medicines properly and seasonably administered ; and 
QBBAT CUBES may be effected in Chronical Distempers, by a proper 
Regimen and Diet," " A change of diet and of mode of life (ob- 
serves the latest writer on the subject — 1852) will alter entirely the 
character of the urine, and, of course, of the blood. Hence the 
supreme value of diet and regimen as means of cure, acknowledged 
by all experienced physicians." ' 

In these " Chronica] Distempers," Hahnemann lays down strict 
and excellent dietetic rules,' merely in order, as he pretends, " that 
the cure (by the infinitesimal dose of a drug) may NOT be obstruct- 
ed." And we have no doubt, that if patients could be induced to 
observe these mlea, they would very often indeed be found amply 
sufficient for the cure of many chronic ailments.* 

Farther, that mere simple " Medical Faith," independently of the 
introduction of any medicine whatever into the system, can and 
does exert a mighty influence over the progress of disease, so as 
often to modify, and often entirely remove it, is a fact of which the 
past records of medicine furnish as with the most ample proofs ; and 

' Dr Gregory's Hand-book of Oismic CheniiBtry, p. 505, 

' HahDemann, in his Organm, p. 309, gires the following list of things forbidden ; 
— Coft^, tea, beer, drinfc« containing aromatici, spiced chocolate, scents and per- 
fHimeries of all SMIs, tooth-powders (liquid or pulverised) coDtsinlng aught medi- 
(^nal, perfumed bags, high-seasoned meats, ices and pastry, flavoured with aromadca, 
all herbs and roots baying medicinal properties, cheese, meats too long kept, pork, 
goose, dii<^ too young veal. The following things are also prohibited:— Ocer-in- 
dnlgence at table of all kinds, too ninch salt or sngar, all spirituous drinkB, over- 
heated rooms, sedentary life, pasdve exercise on horseback, or in s carriage, sleep 
after dinner, sexual pleasiires, exciting books, unclean liness, anger, vexatJoD, scorn, 
exciting play, over-exertion of mind, marshy districts, confined locahties where the 
air is stagnant, &c. — Dr Forbes' Review, vol. xsii., p. 332. 

■ ThQS, " A gentleman who had been ont of health some time, and had paid but 
little attention to the direction of bis medical attendant, nan advised to consnic a 
booiiEOpatbic physician ; be^ did so, and remained under bis care ax weeks, the 
docttH' making bis visit as often as he pleased: he improved in healtb^in short, was 
cured. 'Now,' exclaimed his friHid, 'you henceforth stand up in defence of 
homteopathy.' ' Not at all ; I am more than ever convinced of its fallacies and 
fanrobug. I have followed the plan of diet, etc. ; which plan was often urged upon 
me by my former medical Iriend, hot not one of the billionlb powders or globules 
have I taken.' " — MedkcU Oaielte for January 30, 1B13. 
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it is ft principle of which Hahnemann and hie follower have taken 
the fullest advantage. The powerfiil effect and success of simple 
" medical faith" upon the progress of disease, is testified to us, for 
example, by the innumerable cures in fcimier times, of almost all 
maladies, by the supposed medicinal influence of Amulets, Charms, 
Holy Wells, Eelics, Incantations, and Sorcery. — All the varieties of 
scrofula, with its variously afflicted subjects, " swollen and ulcerous, 
the mere despair of surgery," were alleged to be cured in England 
from the time of Edward the Confessor, down to the time of Queen 
Anne, by a single touch of the hand of the reigning monarch. And 
there are records of upwards of 92,000 such patients touched by Charles 
the Second alone ; " for the king," says Wiseman, " cureth more 
in one year than all the Chirurgeons of London have done in an 
age." The effect of " medical faith" in the efficacy of the touch of 
the hand of Valentine Greatrakes was such, that he not only cured by 
it, like the reigning sovereign, all varieties of scrofula, but also ague, 
epilepsy, deafness, etc. etc. Palsies, and various nervous maladies, 
as blindness, deafness, etc., were apparently often, and almost 
magically, removed in the patients who had " medical faith" in the 
prayers of Prince Hiihenloe. The old and numerous cures of 
Gassner, of Francis of Paris, of the smith's child of Kehrberg, &c., 
are of the same stamp. In former times in Scotland, patients 
affected with plague, with hydrophobia, etc., fancied that they 
cured themselves of these maladies by drinking a draught or two 
of the water in which the celebrated talisman, or "Lee Penny," of 
Lanarkshire was dipped ; and the magistrates of Newcastle, who 
borrowed this Lee talisman for the use of their townsmen during 
one of the last English plagues, offered, in the 17th century, to for- 
feit L.6000 for the permanent possession of this healing " stane set in 
silver." Professor Trousseau states that a Parisian, who determined 
upon making his fortune by medical charlatanry, secretly selected as 
bis panacea, distilled water as the most innocuous substance which 
he could use for his purpose. But he received so many attestations 
of the great potency of his medicine, and of the wonderful cures 
which it had worked, that at last even he himself became convinced, 
and died in the belief of the universal efficacy of the waters of the 
Seine.' The besieged inhabitants of Breda, when greatly invalided 

' Dr Bouth inroims as Chat be himaelf tried experimentallj the efTecis of medical 
Tnilh in Bome fiftj or sixty cases, giving the patients nought but coloured irater. 
"My pian (saya he} was to employ three kinds of coloured water — red, yellow, and 
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and bed-ridden with scurvy, ef«., were rapidly restored to health 
and strength, by drinking of the solution of a supposed very 
precious drug, smuggled in small quantity into the town, for their 
especial benefit, by the Prince of Orange; and which drug was 
subsequently confessed to be only a littlo coloured water. Towards 
the beginning of the present century, all kinds of human aches and 
pains were relieved in great numbers of patients, by the approach 
of Perkins' metallic Tractors to the suffering parts ; and with equally 
signal success, by the approach to these parts of pieces of was, wood, 
etc., made in imitation of the shape and colour of the tractom of metal.' 
A paralytic man was cured in a fortnight, by Sir H. Davy placing 
daily under his tongue the bulb of a pocket thermometer, tlie palsied 

bine ; to work apon the imagiDation of my patienti, describing this water to be a 
dejldlj poison, and having it labelled accordingly, giving express caution tu keep ihe 
medicine from Ihe children, I invented a series of symptome aa likely to foUow — from 
20 (o 30 drops a dose. It U bat right to eiato, that in maoy cases the result was null, 
no etTect appearicg to have been produced. In some patients, however, chiefly 
oeuralgic cases and weak.minded IndiTiduals, there was. In one case this colonred 
water prodaccd sucli alarmiag Bymptoms that 1 was sent for in a great liurry to see 
my patient, a strong well-built man about twenty-five years old, labouiing under 
BDDie dyspeptic aSectiun. I was informed that after every dose of the medicine 
taken (which consisted of 30 drops of water coloured with the compound lavender 
tincture), syncope, with convulsive movement, followed. A diminntiOD to SO drops 
re-assured oiy patient, and the fits did not occur again. My colleague, Dr Taylor, 
found coloured water produce such distressing symptoms in a female, that he was 
obliged to omit it. If such effects were produced among oul-patients, by whom all 
dietetic regimen was neglected, where rest and quiet were not enforced, what good 
effects might not have followed the emplojiaeDt of colonred water with these 
adjuvants 1 "— PoSocies of I/oniaopatAg, p. !4. 

• I have already, in a preceding foot note (p, 37), spoken of the general belief some 
half century ago, in the great medicinal efficacy and power, in inflammations, rheumti' 
tisms, etc, etc., of the two small, pieces of metal, which Perkins sold in great numbers, 
and at esorbilont prices, under the name of Metallic Tractors. Dr Hajgarth, and 
Mr Smith in this country, and Schumacher in Germany, showed that they could pro- 
duce equally marvellouB effects in the same cases, and the same diseases, with " false 
tractors," made of wood, etc, provided only the patients themselves had sufficient 
medical fyth in the powers of the tjoctors, and were not aware that the tractors were 
false ones. The sadden relief of pains, the restoration of power to rheumatic and 
paralysed parts, the affection of the pulse, etc., were as marked, if not more marked, 
in these experiments, when the false tractors were pointed at, or held to diverse ports 
of the body, than has been witnessed, by the most earnest hemieopathist, as a result 
of any of his ioflnitesimal doses. In one case they jirodueed an increase of pain 
instead of relieving it, the paiient declaring that, after their use (that is, the use of 
noihinij) for foor minutes, " he was in more pain than when the surgeon took five 
. pieces of bone from bis leg, in a compound fracture, in Wales ;" and his pulse was 
raised to ISO beats a mbiutc. 
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man believing all the time that the " benign influence" which he im- 
mediately felt through him, -was owing to hia inhaling acme infallible 
specific gas ; which, however, was never administered to him. In fact, 
the past history of medicine and mankind is full of instances illus- 
trating in this way the sanative effects of mere medical ffuth. In the 
interesting travels in Tartary, Thibet, etc., lately published by the 
French missionary Hue, a sufficiently striking modem instance is 
mentioned in relation to the general treatment of diseases by the 
Lamas of Tartary, who have the exclusive practice of medicine allotted 
to them. The Lama physician, observes M. Hue, is his own apothe- 
cary, and gives the specific befitting each case in which his advice is 
applied for. " The Tartar pharmacopoeia rejecting all mineral che- 
mistry, the Lama remedies consist entirely of vegetables pulverised, 
uid either infused in water or made up into pills. If the Lama 
doctor happens not to have any medicine with him, he is by no 
means disconcerted ; he writes the jtames of the remedies upon little 
scraps of paper, moistens the papers with his saliva, and rolls them 
up into pills, which the patient tosses down with the same perfect 
confidence as though they were genuine medicaments. To swallow 
(adds M. Hue) tke name of a remedi/, or the bemedt iUelf, cornea 
(aay the Tartare) to precisely the same thing." ^ 

The prayers of Prince Hohenloe, the tractors of Perkins, etc., cer- 
tainly produced, through the agency of medical faith, most won- 
drous effects, in rapidly restoring motory powers to the weak, lame, 
and bed-ridden. But last year, Dr Horace Green, when visiting 
Edinburgh, informed me and others of an instance in which a 
homoeopathic physician effected a more speedy and extraordinary 
cure than any of which Hohenloe, Perkins, or any of that class could 
ever boast. A lady had been useless and bed-ridden for years ; — the 
spine was her own alleged seat of disease ; and endless measures 
had been tried to restore her to health and the power of standing 
and walking ; but they had all been tried in vain. In consequence 
of the earnest advice and Rowing representations of some female 
homoeopathic friends, she had been long anxious to ascertain if 
homcepathic treatment could be of any use in her distressing case ; 
but her husband refused to give his consent, believing homoeopathy 
to be " a discreditable delusion and a quackery," Fortunately, 
however, for herself, her husband left her for a week or two on a 

' lUiutmted NationtU Library Edition, p. 7S. 
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sporting expedition ; and, a^ soon as lie setoff with liis gun and 
dogs, she seized hold of the opportunity which she had long d*> 
sired, of consulting a celebrated honireopathic physician. The phy- 
sician listened long j^examined into her case most attentively ; — 
made before her written entries and memoranda, regarding all her 
symptoms and sufferings; and at last, on considering the whole, 
confidently assured her that doubtlessly he could send her a drug 
that corresponded with her disease, and which would produce sucli 
effects the first day, other effects the nest, etc., — and that, before 
her husband returned, she would be able to walk and enjoy lite. 
The patient diligently swallowed the globules; all the predicted 
effects duly followed ; and when her husband returned home, be 
was astonished and overjoyed to find his sick and bed-ridden wife 
up and well. The crime of consulting a bomoeopathist against his 
declared wish was readily for^ven, seeing the results of the homoeo- 
pathic treatment had been so happy and beneficial ; but he asked 
for a sight of the wonder-working " globules " that had produced 
so gladsome a change in bis wife's health, and in bis own prospects 
of domestic happiness. On being shown the globules, the acute 
and loving husband earnestly desired them to be most carefully 
preserved and locked up, lest, perchance, his partner's distressing 
-ailments should at any future time return. He then went and in- 
formed bis usual family physician of this secret, that his wife had got 
well under a homceopathist ; adding, that still he did not believe in 
homoeopathy itself, for be found the globules which she had swal- 
lowed were not homiBopathic drugs, but specimens of some small 
percussion pellets that were to be sent to him for examination (liia 
gun being one formed for the use of the percussion-pellet, in pre- 
ference to the percnssion-capj, but which had not arrived at his 
house till some time after he had left. The servant had mistaken the 
packet of pellets for the packet of bomccopathic globules ; and the 
lady had swallowed them under the belief that she was swallowing 
the homoeopathic physician's medicine. 

When the horaceopathic practitionei' treats a case by infinitesimtd 
doses of bomccopathic drugs, and abstains firom giving openly or sur- 
reptitiously the ordinary allopathic drugs, in their ordinaiy or in a 
concealed form, he virtually trusts the cure of his patient to nature, 
regimen, and medical faith; for no one can rationally believe that 
the swallowing or the smelling of a billionth, or a decillionth, of a 
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grain, can liave any possible influence, good, bad, or indifferent. 
And tliere is no doubt that Hahnemann himself knew thoroughly 
the curative powers of nature — time, regimen, and diet ; and, in his 
own heart, mainly or entirely depended upon tlieae, and upon the 
important therapeutical influence of due medical faith on the part of 
those who placed themselves under hia treatment, — a medical faith 
which he zealously enhanced and increased in their minds, by in- 
vesting his practice in the solemnity of what his followers, in the 
simplicity of their innocence, were taught to look upon as really a 
very teamed and a very scientific theory of disease and cure. 

Dr Schubert of Dramburg, who was peisonally intimate with him, 
and his ideas of cure, distinctly tells us (see p. 17), that Hahne- 
mann liad a thorough conviction, that all curable diseases might, 
nnder proper attention to diet, be removed by means of nature alone, 
or by the vis medicatria. We have in a preceding page, (p. 62), 
seen Hahnemann himself averring, in the last edition of his Organon, 
that he had cured all his patients for a year, by making them »meU 
mere dried globules containing the decillionth of a grain ; and when 
, he did so, no rational man can resist the belief, that Hahnemann 
was at least wise enough to know, that he was trusting to nature 
and regimen alone, and not to medicine. Further, that Hahnemann 
was fully acquainted with tlie sanative powers of simple medical faith, 
is a matter of as little doubt. " He exacted unlimited confidence 
on the part of his patients, well knowing (says Dr Schubert), that 
it was the important secret of life and death" in the cases he was 
treating. " Hahnemann never hesitated (he fitrther observes) 
to promise recovery to every patient, without concerning himself 
about the nature of the malady." The boldness and effrontery with 
which he always unhesitatingly and dogmatically proclaimed the 
infallibility of this and that homoeopathic remedy, in the cure of 
this and that disease, constituted the necessary* means by which he 
created this feeling of medical faith on the part of his followers and 
patients. In some preceding pages we have had occasion to quote, 
from his Leaser Writingn, one or two specimens of his unhesitating 
and characteristic power of assertion with regaixl to particular reme- 
dies and modes of cui'e, as in regard to the smelling of a quintiliionth 
solution of gold, at once curing a person of morbid despondency 
(see p. ()4) ; and his works are fidl oi' similar ciiol averments. In 
one, for example, of the last essays which he pnhlislicd, he displays 
this power of reckless and charactcrititic assertion, to a degree of which 
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it would be difficult to find a parallel, even in the " most irregular" 
medical bills and newspaper advertisements, of the present day. 
He boasts, in the essay to wbicli I refer, that he could so far reverse 
the laws of nature, that if his directions about the use of camphor, 
in malignant epidemic cholera, were followed, "every patient (attacked 
vnth that disease) would be infallibly restored within a couple of 
hours, as (to continue his own assertion in his own words) the most 
undeniable facts and instances prove." ' And we have been in- 
formed of one instance in which, towards the commencement of the 
last cholera epidemic in Scotland, a disciple of Hahnemann declared, 
that he himself had already cured above seventy cases of the disease, 
in a community where not fifty cases in all had as yet occurred to 
the two or three hundred physicians practising there. Everywhere 
also, through Hahnemann's works, he avows to his patients, and to 
his pupils, that while the legitimate system of medicine is an old 
"mischievous, non-healing art," which "tortures patients, wastes 
their strength and fluids, and shortens their lives," his homoeopathic 
mode of cure is " the only true" method of restoring the economy 
from disease to health, — " is a salutary and blessed business," the 
only method by which patients can be " really, rapidly, permanently 
and evidently cured," etc. etc., — no doubt most thoroughly aware 
how much the requisite implicit medical faith, on the part of the 
patients and pupils of homoeopathy, required to be constantly ex- 
cited, stimulated, and invigorated by such lusty denunciations, and 
such bold and boundless assertions. 

But " does not" — (to use Hahnemann's own sufficiently true and 
expressive words J — " does not such pretension reach the climax of 
boastful charlatanry and mendacious delusion V— {Lesser Writings, 
p. 802.) We do confess we conscientiously think so. 

> See Lesser Writings, p. S54, where, as ia oar text, " every " and " iafalliUy" are 
printed in italics. . 
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CHAPTER XII, 

SUPPOSED STATISTICAL EVIDENCE IN FAVOUR OF HGMIEO- 
PATHIC PRACTICE; COMPAItlSON OF CASES ADMITTED AT 
FLEISCHMANN'S HOMCEOPATHIC HOSPITAL AND EDINBURGH 
INFIRMARY; MORTALITY FROM PNEUMONIA UNDER EXPEC- 
TANT, HOMCEOPATHIC, AND ALLOPATHIC TREATMENT, ETC. 

Of late years, various disciples of Hahnemann have boldly adven- 
tured upon a new course in proof of the truth of homoeopathy, and 
in evidence of their belief that infinitesimal doses have actually a 
direct and a positive power upon the human body in the cure of 
disease. Led by Dr Fieischmann of Vienna, homoeopath ists now 
constantly and confidently appeal to the comparative mortality 
observed in allopathic and homoiopatliic practice, in favour of the 
efficiency of their particular system of medicine. The statistical 
returns, it is averred, of homosopathic hospitals' and dispensaries 

' I bare not epflken in this chapter of the alleged statisiics of tbeirpiuaM practice, 
paraded from time to time hj different homceopatbic pbysicians before their patients 
and the pablio ; for it is generally imposidble, even were it proper, to trace in any 
nay tha trne reaulta of their private pr&ctjce, except when, as faappeiu from time to 
time, another phyeidan is called in towards the last houra of a homi£opathic patient's 
life ; or when some pnblio examination of the ctsaa and alatementu happens to be 
officially called for. An instance of (hs latter kiad lately occurred in England ; and 
a sufRcientlj significant instance it appears to be. A notice of it is published in tb« 
last number of the British and Foreign Medical Review. A bomceopathic practi* 
tiooer at Huddersfield " circulated amongst all clasees of the population in Eaddere- 
field, with comments admirably calculated to deceive the pubUc," a statement of the 
relative success of tha treatment of Epidemic Cholera in that towa by homorapathic, 
as compared with allopathic means ; and be pleiiged himself for the accoiacy of his 
report. To give the report a greater appearance of truth, he circulated a table of 
Cholera cases treated in HuddersSeld during the last epidemic, — the table professing 
to contain the name, age, residence, and treatment of each patient attacked, with 
the results. And the general results were these :- — " Number of cases treated allo- 
pathicaily, 20; recoveries, 2; deaths, 18. Number of cases treated homceopathically, 
8; recoveries, 8; deaths, 0." "Will," asks the Reviewer, "our readers credit that 
this statement is a lie,— ingenious, it is true, — but a lie from beginning to endf Yet 
It is so." And the Reviewer proceeds to show the troth of tbis allegation by the facts 
as to the epidemic of Cholera at Huddersfield, collected and published by Dt Taylor, 
formerly Professor of Clinical Medicine, University College ; Dr Taylor's report being 
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show a great superiority, in point of practical success, over the 
statistical returns of similar institutions superintended by ordinary 
physicians. More especially, late homceopathic writers and disciples 
have strongly insisted upon the alleged few deaths, and numerous 
cures, which the official returns oft>t Fleischmann of Vienna show 
to have occurred under his care, during a succession of years, in the 
Homceopathic Hospital of tlie Sisters of Charity. This hospital 
was the first homoeopathic hospital of any extent which was insti- 
tuted ; and, some years ago, a statistical report of 6524 cases treated 
within its wards were given, under Dr Fleischmann's own authority, 
to the English public.^ And that report affords (as is at least con- 
tinually averred by the practitioners and patrons of homceopathy) 
the most conclusive and unquestionable proof of the superiority of 
homceopathy over ordinary legitimate medicine, by displaying results 
in practice that are " far beyond the reach of any other known 
method of treatment." But a very slight consideration of the subject 
will readily show how reckless and impolitic this assertion is; and 
few, I believe, can examine the facts in Dr Fleischmann's celebrated 
and " conclusive" returns, without arriving at the opinion that, 
taking into view the general mild character of the cases treated, 
his selection of the patients, and of the diseases to be treated, etc., 
the ratio of mortality presented by these retiums is not, as the 
homosopathists fondly urge, remarkably small, but, on the contrary 
(as the latest writer on the subject has designated it), " enormously 
high." 

Dr Fleischmann's Hospital Returns were, as has been already 
stated, given some time ago to the English pubhc, to the extent of 
6501 cases. These 6501 cases were treated by him in the hospital 
in question from the year 1835 to the end of 1843. The general 
mortality from all diseases, among these 6501 patients, was 6'4 per 
cent. ; or, in other words, 1 out of every 16 died. 

chuKClerised by the Begistrar'-General aa " in itself ■ model, whit^ the local inquirers 
should coiuult." For the pnrticalsrB, ape the Brilith artd Foreign Medico- Chirwrgietd 
Review for April 18&2, pp. <79-481. Three or fonr jeats ago, at a meeting in Lgn. 
don of de medical Homceopathic Societj, Mr Cameron, a homceopathic practitioner, 
with rare honeatj hold); told his coUeagnea that he " thought we (bomceopatha) 
gained little bj ooHaTASTLT trampeting forth onr extraordinarj curea, and cox- 
cBALura our failures. He felt uaared that an opposite ooorte would he preferable," 
See his obsaryationa in Britieh J(»irnal of Honutopathy, vol. v., p. 389. 
' See Introduction to the Studj of Homofopath;^, bj Dra Drjsdaie and Ruaaell, 
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Now, we at once fi-eely grant, that in the large and crowded 
metropolitan liospitals of London, EdiDburgli, Glasgow, etc., the 
ordinary mortality is often, or indeed usually, much higher, and 
varies from 5 to 12 per cent.' Mr Thomson,' some years ago, 
showed that the average mortality of fourteen large English hospitals 
(including several in London) amounted to 7'7 per cent. ; or was 
somewhat more than 1 per cent, higher thau the mortality in 
rieischmann's HomcKopathlc Hospital. The average mortality of 
the largest hospitals in London, during the four years from 1846 to 
1850 inclusive, was 8"4: per cent. ; * or nearly 2 per cent, higher 
than in rieischmann's Hospital. Still, we repeat, the ratio of 
mortality in Fleischmann's Hospital was "enormously high;" for 
the class of cases treated in his wards was greatly leas severe and 
/afaHhan the class of cases admitted into these other allopathic 



1 " Every one (observes Dr Gairdner) bmiliiu- «ith the routine of hospitaU, knows 
well that a targe, well-known, and accessible instilution, such as the recognised 
general hospital of a metropolia, will inevitably attract into iu waids the most 
desperate, die most povertj-atricken, tbe most abanduned and forlorn cases, to be 
Found within its range; and will, b; the verj fact of withdrawing these, tend to 
improve the mortal! tj-list of other smaller and lees central inatitntions. The Hfitel 
Dieu at Paria, the Santo Spirito at Rome, Guy's and others in LoodoD, attain in 
this way a high ratio of mortality, simply by the fact that these are the popular 
hospitals of their respeccive districls. Indeed, l^eir influence is often felt in this 
respect far beyond the limits of the town io which they are placed. There is not a 
shadow of a doubt that the principal hospitals of London, Birmingham, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, absorb, so to apeak, a large portion of the 
mortahtj of zQoltitndes of provincial hospitals all over this kingdom." " If (he 
continues) I were to give a formula for the arrangements of an hospital designed 
to exhibit a low rate of mortality, it would be this: — Choose your Bite well; let it be 
not m, but rtear, a large city, having already hospital accommodation on a prodigions 
scale, well known to the poorest classes of the community, and adapted to their 
wanta; let the distance from the centre be such (say three miles) as will keep back 
the extremely abject and tbe dangerously diseased, either through want of knowledge 
of your institution, or want of power to reach it ; let tbe arrangements be so perfect 
aa to contrast bvourably with the older hospitals, and to attract the valetudinarians, 
whose illnesses and means permit them to avail themselves of ita superior accom- 
modation; and, finally, let some special practice he pursued, in order to enlist the 
sympathies of rich or idle dilettanti, who will know how to fill your wards with the 
sort of cases saitable for your eiperiment. This is PsmiiBBLv tilb ncrcHK of tub 
ViKBNA HoMffioFATHic HogFiTAL, which has the amazing effrontery to call upon ns to 
compare its peddling e«p«iiHie»(s with the great labours of pure beneficence, of which 
general hospitals of this and other countriea furnish examples." — Medical Tmet and 
Gazelle/or Aprils, 1852, p, 341. 

' Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for 1843. 

' Medical Gazette for January 3, ISSi. 
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with which they are wished to be compared ; and there 
were various other powerfiil conditions present, calculated to diminish 
the apparent amount of deaths, and increase the apparent amount 
of recoveries, among his patients. 

It was at one time my intention to take up ftilly here the com- 
parison of the hospital statistics of ordinary and of homccopathic 
hospitals, with the view of pointing out at length those attendant 
differences and conditions in these two classes of institutions, and of 
showing the utter frailty and fallaciousness of the statistical proofe 
and comparisons, which modem homoeopatbists have so fondly and 
frequently paraded before the profession and the public as " infallible 
evidence" of the truth of their system. But since the second edition 
of the present pamphlet appeared, this part of the subject has been so 
admirably treated by Dr Routh, in an Essay which lie has published, 
" On the Fallacies of Homceopathy, and the imperfect Statistical 
Inquiries on which the results of that Practice are estimated," that 
I leel it to be now altogether unnecessary for me to dwell at any 
length upon a topic which Dr Routh has discussed with much more 
ability than I could hope to do. Dr Gairdner, also, has more lately 
published in the Medical Times (April 3), a short but excellent 
paper on " Homaiopatliic Hospital Statistics." In the remainder of 
the present chapter, I only propose, therefore, to offer a very few 
abridged observations on the same subject, merely as a sample of the 
glaring faults and fallacies which homteopathists have committed in 
their supposed statistical proof of their system of cure. In doing so, 
I shall freely avail myself of Dr Routh's and Dr Gairdner's remarks, 
and of other data ; while, at the same time, I beg to refer any readers 
who are desirous of studying a more complete inquiry into all the 
branches of this part of our subject to Dr Routh's able Essay. 

Dr Routh has shown, in the most full and complete maimer, that 
the apparent small amount of mortality in Fleischmann's and the 
two or three other homoeopathic hospitals of which we have any 
report, as compared with the larger per-ceptage of mortality seen 
in the published reports of the ordinary hospitals of this and other 
countries, is owing to a series of circumstances connected in no way 
with the method of treatment respectively adopted in these institu- 
tions. The general hospitals in this and other countries have been 
usually established purely on benevolent grounds, and for the sole 
object of curing the diseased when a cure was possible, or of tem- 
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porarily alleviating and retarding their maladies when a cure was 
beyond the power of art. Most of these hospitals, like our own 
Infirmary at Ediobiirgh, have their doors open for all applicants, — 
the only qualifications required, on the part of those that seek ad- 
mission, being the co-existeiice of a sufficient degree of poverty in 
the applicants, with a sufficient degree of severity in the diseases 
they suffer onder ; and always, in these institutions (unless, which is 
rare, the hospital be so very large and extensive as to admit all those 
who seek its services and aid), the slighter forms and cases of disease 
are rejected and excluded, in order that the beds may be occupied 
with cases of greater urgency, and consequently of greater danger. 
Dr Fleischmann's Hospital, however, and most, if not all, o^er 
homceopathic hospitals hitherto instituted, have been established, on 
the other hand, with the special view, among others, of instituting 
a supposititious and favourable comparison between the results of 
homceopathic and of ordinary practice. Indeed, the very persistence 
of the government grant for the maintenance of Dr Fleischmann's 
Hospital, was understood to depend upon his returning a suffi- 
ciently small amount of mortality among his patients;^ and no 
nnprejudiced inquirer who will look calmly into the subject, can 
have any doubts that Fleischmann's patients have been selected, and 
his returns made up, witli a view of securing sufficiently satisfactory 
results for the government, and for the patrons of homojopathy. 

In order to make their returns as seemingly favourable as possible 
to the influence of infinitesimal doses, a variety of circumstaBces 
have been taken advantage of by the physicians of homoeopathic 
hospitals, as pointed out by Dr Routh. Let us glance at some of 
the principal among these circumstances. 

I. They exclude moribund cases from their returns of cases admit- 
ted. This exclusioQ makes of itself alone a difference occasionally of 
from 2 to 4 per cent, in the mortality returns. These moribund 
cases are " admitted (says Dr Bonth) in our allopathic returns, 
even though a patient be admitted but one hour before death." 

H. The grade of paliente admitted varies the rate of mortality in 
an hospital ; and Fleischmann's institution affords him a great advan- 

' Dr Booth's pampUet on HonitBopathj, p. 40. 
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tage HI this respect. In six out of ten of the London workhouses, 
where the inmates are of the very poorest and lowest class of society, 
the mortality among both the sick and heakhy was, according to the 
official report of the Registrar-General, upwards of 20 per cent. ; 
while among the sick alone, in eight out of ten of the general 
hospitals of London, and where the inmates were of a better class, 
the mortality did not amount to 9 per cent. " I can state (says Dr 
Eouth, p. 43), fronj personal observation, in regard to Fleiachmann's 
Hospital, that the patients are not the very poorest, bat the better 
class of working mechanics and manufacturers. Those (he adds) 
in the general allopathic hospital are oftentimes the most wretched 
objects living," ' 

III. The degree of comfort and proper nursing of hospital patients, 
the quietude and perfectness of ventilation of an hospital, has no 
small influence upon the well-being and recovery of its sick inmates. 
In these respects, Fleiachmann's Hospital, and others, are confess- 
edly superior.' 

' " And here It is important to notice, tbat the daliuion of bomisopathj ha« only 
reached the appei tuid better class, and not the very lower ordeis. These, debili- 
tated oftentimes by excess, privation, exposure, etc., are at all times the more ob- 
noxioDs to disease, and less able to resist it when once it has attacked them. Tbe 
acuta cases, in addition, will be snre to come to og,— at least the great m^ority of 
snch caaei. The purely nervoiu or tbe cbionic — the ailing, proverbially known to 
last the longer — will have no ohjectioo to try homiEopathy ; H priori, therefore, here 
is a source whereby mortality might be considerably reduced." — Rauih's FaUadea of 
Bomaopathy, p. 43. 

' " Taking Fleischmann's Hospital as my esample, I can eafely assert, I never saw 
one in which the internal arrangements, attention, and kindness of attendants were 
more excellently exemplified. With Dr Balfour, I must say that the Austrians, as a 
rule, and especially the working classes, are eminently a people easily inflnenced by 
superstition. The Sisters of Charity, on the other hand, who undertake tbe nursing 
of tbe patients in this hospital, are also their spiritual advisers, and are very superior 
to those whom we are accustomed to see in Paris and elsewhere. Those who have 
witnessed the severity of the former, are most agreeably surprised on observing the 
humility, gentleness, unremitting kindness, of tbe Sisters of Charity in Vienna. 
The calm aspect of religion tbey betray, tbe beanty frequently observed iu their 
persons, act, as it were, like charms to soothe tbe pangs of the body; while their 
melodions accents, often raised in tbe language of prayer, instil peace into the minds 
of tbe sick. This statement will be tbe more readily believed as emanating from a 
Protestant ; and, if it be correct, most be considered as exerdng a very powerful in- 
fluence on the course of diseases." — Bxnah't Fallaciet of HotrKeopathy, p. 43. 

" The superiority," observes Dr Balfour, " of attendance, is also one great advan- 
tage in favour of this hospital (Fleitchmann's), independently of the important foct. 
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IV. The age of the patients admitted into an hospital has great 
influence over ita mortality returns. Disease becomes more and 
more fatal in its attacks after the age of puberty ; the danger to 
life increasing, as Mr Edmonds has proved, in a regular geometrical 
progression, and the rate of increase or danger of death from -any 
individnal disease, — as fever, cholera, pneumonia, etc., — and from 
all diseases, taken collectively, rising very nearly 34 per cent, 
every ten years. In infancy and childhood disease is specialty 
fatal. It is least fetal from the ago of 10 to 40 ; and if the 
patients admitted into an hospital be principally of this last middle 
period of life, the cypher of mortality would in consequence be 
very markedly less than if aged patients were admitted in the pro- 
portion in wliicli they exist in general society. The number of 
persons in the general community living above 40 years of age, is 
known to be about 22 per cent. ; and the immber living between 
the ages of 10 and 40 is about 52 per cent. But the three 
homoeopathic hospitals of Vienna, Leipsic, and Leuze, have a pro- 
portion of aged patients not amounting, as it should do, to 22 per 
cent., but only amounting to about 15 per cent.; while of patients 
at the most favourable age of recovery from attacks of disease, viz., 
from 10 to 40, they admit, — as their own returns unwittingly 
prove, — a third too many, viz., 73 per cent., instead of 52 per 
cent., — showing, as various other facta show, a careful and cautious 
principle of selection of the patients admitted ; and such a selection 
in this as in other matters, as is calculated to give an appearance of 
success in their ultimate mortality returns. 

V. Of all the circumstances, however, which affect the compara- 
tive amount of mortality in the comparative returns of different 
hospitals, confessedly the most important is the relative severity, 
curability, and fatality of the classes of diseases admitted into their 
wards. An hospital, for example, admitting solely patients affected 
with consumption, or patients affected with fever, necessarily pre- 

tbat the DDTseB are epiritnal as wsll as temporal comforters." "It ma^ not be in- 
appropriate," he continues, " to slate here also — more particularly as I sball have 
occasion to compare the results of the homceopathic treatment with those observed 
in on ordinarj hospital,— -that in Dr Fleischmann's institution Uie pneumonic patients 
are not anscnitated and pereuBsed, and nnceremonionsly leotnred over several times 
a-daf, as is the case in the General Hospital. This diflerence will not appear a 
matter of indifTerence to any one who has nilneesed the proceedings !□ the two 
— Britith and Foreign Malicol liivieai, vol. xxii. p. 571. 



D,s,i,=j I, Google 



C1&CUH8TANCB8 VARYING HOSPITAL RBTUHNfl. 97 

sents an immensely higher mortality than an hospital admitting 
solely patients Bufiering under catarrhs, dyspepaias, or other fonna of 
non-organic derangement. In the preceding para^vpha, we have 
glanced at varioua circumatancea of selectioQ and position infloencing 
greatly and favourably the published homceopathic hoapital returns. 
Let us dwell, however, at a little greater length on this laat point, 
as affecting these returns, — viz., the comparative curability and 
fatality of the classes of ailments admitted into homoeopathic and 
allopathic hospitals. And with this object, let ua make a compari- 
son between the relative severity of the cases and the kind of 
patients admitted into Fleiscbmann's Hospital, and into any of the 
large " Allopathic Hospitals" in thia country ; and we shall see on 
this point alone, far more than sufficient and ample reasons, for uiy 
difference that may exist as to the actual mortality in the two 
clossea of institiUions. For this purpose, let ua, as suggested by 
Dr Gairdner, take for the purpose of comparison, the statistical 
reports of the Edinburgh Infinnary, and those of Flaschmann's 
Hoepital at Vienna, published in English by Drs Bassell and 
Drysdale. The Edinbiu'gb Infirmary reports were published an- 
nually Sou some years, with great care, by Drs B^d, Bennett, and 
Peacock. Dr Peacock's two reports of the Edinburgh Hospital are 
specially elaborate ; embrace two of the same years as Fleiachmann's 
(1842-43); and contain a return of nearly the same number of 
patients, — Fleiscbmann's r^ort being that of 6S01 cases treat«d in 
his Homoeopathic Hoepital, and Dr Peacock's report being that of 
6369 patients treated in the Edinbui^h Infinnary, with 758 deaths, 
or a mortality amounting to 12 per cent. Why is the mortality in 
this and other large " allopathic hospitals " greater than in Dr 
Fleischmann's Homceopathic Hospital t Some of the preceding obr 
s^vatioDB afford in part a reply to this interrogatory. The two 
following considerations are of still more importance as necessary 
parts of the answer to such an inquiry : — 

First, — " The mortality of an hospital does not (as Mr Thomson 
correctly states) depend upon the treatment so much bsod the nature 
o/the cases admitted.'"- The mortality in the Edinburgh and in other 
similar metropolitan hospitals is always greatly intxeased by the num- 
bers of very fatal or altogether incurable diseases which they find it 
their duty to admit ; while in a small hospital, such as Fleiscbmann's, 

' Medical asd Surgtc«l Jonrnal, No. I£8. 

a 
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where the admissions, selections, and dismissions of patients, are 
entirely and solely under his own control and direction, the corres- 
ponding general mortality may be, and, as we can prove, is, im- 
mensely diminished by admitting comparatively few or no examples 
of these necessarily very fatal or incm^ble maladies. In a pamphlet 
published at Leipsic in 1831, and entitled, " A Word of Warning 
to all Sick Persons," Hahnemann ascribes "hundreds and thousands'* 
of deaths every year from " consumption and suppuration of the 
lungs," to the resnlts of allopathic treatment. But though the pro- 
duction and fatality of Consumption were thus, in the ungenerous and 
charlatanish language of Hahnemann, ascribed to the old school of 
physic, his homoeopathic followers have usually, as far as possible, 
warily avoided any attempt to cure such cases, or have taken care at 
least not to damage their statistics by admitting too many cases of 
this malady into their hospitals.' Thus, while among the 6369 
£dinbut^h Hospital cases, 276 were patients labouring under con- 
sumption, only 98 cxinsnmptive cases occur among the 6501 in- 
dividnals admitted into Fleischmann's Homoeopatliic Hospital. — The 
same feet holds true of other similar diseases. Thus, out of the 
respective 6000 and odd patients admitted into the General Hospital 
of Edinburgh and the Homceopathic Hospital of Vienna, there were 
of palsies, 103 cases at Edinburgh, 5 only at Vienna ; of organic 
disease of the heart, 159 cases at Edinburgh, 15 only at Vienna; 
of organic disease of the liv$r, 33 cases at Edinburgh, 1 only at 
Vienna ; of Brighfs disease (^ the kidney, 82 at Edinburgh, none 
at Vienna; of diabetes mellitus, 17 cases at Edinburgh, none at 

' We aae enough, and far more than enongb, in this chapter, U> donbt the mocurtcj 
of Fleischmann'a "great Tetnlta." But if FlaiBchmBnn in inaccurate, it U onl; hj 
compaiiBon ; for other homteopalhic letame are not even bo honest ai his. For 
example, in regard to pnlmonftrj ooiuninption oi ph^iiais, Fleischmaiui has pnblici; 
declared that ha doea not beliere that homtBopathj has anj dmg or drags which can 
care this disease, Or eTen perhaps succeed in retarding it« progresa. (Joumai of 
Bomnopathy, vol. iL p. 31.) Tet the Munich hommopatiiic relnnis report cAirMen 
cases of coneumption "cDied,"out of nioeteen treated. (/Aid, vol. v.p. 110.) And Mr 
SamputB) in a worl: on bonusopathj, published a few years ago " nnder tb* inper- 
lDt«ndence of the English HomCBopa^ic Society," reports 75 "cares" of pbthisia 
among the out-padeoU of the London Homceopathic Institntion ! (Cancus Fmhm of 
Honueopaihy, p. 71.) In speaking of these itallttjca af Ur Bampson, Aa Bditore 
of the Britah Journal o/ Somaopaihy, protest that such an *' attempt to prove too 
maeh is injnrious to anj aame, however just and righteous." And, I opine, the 
■ame remark might be qnite trol; ^plied b; the same Editors to all the homffio- 
patMe statistics hitlierto pnblished. See an initanoe of thdr awn tendencies in 
this liiie, in our foot note, p. 107. 
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Vienna; of internal aneurisms, 18 cases at Edinburgh, 1 at Vienna; 
of caries and necrosis, 57 cases at Edinburgh, 6 at Vienna ; of 
malignant (cancerous) tumours, 55 cases at Edinburgh,' none at 
Vienna ; of other tnmonrs, 36 cases at Edinburgh, none at Vienna ; 
and 30 on. 

■ Though we may well doubt the honesty, we cannot doubt the 
prudence, of Fleiachmann excluding, as far as possible, Irom bis 
hospital-beds instances of these more fatal and formidable human 
maladies. Their rejection, however, or admission, necessarily makes 
an enormous diiferenoe in any hospital returns. When cases which 
are " incurable, or which lead naturally to a fatal termination, are 
admitted into an hospital in considerable numbers," the general or 
average mortality .returns of that hospital are, as shown by Mr 
Thomson in the paper referred to, increased and heightened in a 
proportional degree. To show this fact in relation to various hospitals, 
and the importance of the fact as itself altering immensely the mor- 
tality cypher, or amount of the deaths from different institutions, 
Mr Thomson takes from various official reports the number of 
admissions and deaths of cases of five forms of disease, viz., — 
(1) pulmonary consumption or phthisis; (2) organic disease of the 
- heart ; (3) aneurism of the large vessels ; (4) organic disease of the 
kidneys; and (5) organic diseases of the stomach; and he proves 
the' differences in the general mortality of different hospitals to be 
swayed, in a great measure, by the proportion of patients affected 
with th^se five diseases or classes of disease. Let us apply the same 
test to our comparison between the nature and severity of the 6000 
and odd cases respectively admitted into the Edinburgh Hospital 
and the Vienna Homoeopathic Hospital. 

Of these five diseases, 120 cases were admitted by Fleischmann 
among his 6524 patients ; or, in other words, such maladies were 
admitted into his hospital in the proportion of 1-^ per cent. Of 
the same five diseases, 548 cases were admitted into the Edinburgh 

' Mr Sampson in hiB " Condae Viem of Honumpaihg," reports under tlie strange 
amalgamation of cntaneoiu diaeei«9, scblrrom, and canceioua affecUoiu," ITS cssea 
treated at the HomCBOpMhic Inaticution, London. Of these 173 "cutaaeous, 
eclurroTiB, and oanoerons sffeolions," 90 (be stotes) were " onred," and I died 1 In 
reviewing hia work, the Editors of the Journal of Bomterpaihy obaetTo, "Mr 
Sampson is evidentl; a man of great abilities, hia etjle ia clear, and hit teal great ;" 
&r too great, we fear, to allow any degree of belief whatever to be attached to hii 
8tatemeat» and STidence, by anj man who haa the slighteat knowledge of medical 
science or of medical st 



;d by Google 



100 MILDNESS OF CASES SELECTED BY FLEISCHHAKN. 

Infirmary among 6369 patients ; or in other words, such maladies 
were admitted into the Infirmary in the proportion of 10 per cent. 
In the Vienna Hospital, 1 in every 54 patients was at the time of 
admission the subject of one or other of these five dangerous and 
incurable afiections ; on the other hand, in the Edinburgh Hospital, 
1 in every 10 patients was, at the time of admission, the subject of 
one or other of these hopeless maladies. Again, in the Edinburgh 
Hospital, as in other large general hospitals, the annual mortality 
is more or less increased by the admission' of cases of external in- 
jury, and by the deaths that so often ensue in these cases. Among 
the 6000 cases admitted into Fleischmann's Hospital, I find only 52 
cases of external injury admitted — namely, 34 cases of wounds, 
evidently all of a slight kind, as all the patients recovered ; and 18 
cases of bums, of whom 2 died. But, on the contrary, among the 
corresponding 6000 cases admitted into the Edinburgh Infirmary, 
there were no less than 641 cases of external injury', and of these 
69 died, making as much as about 9 per cent, of all the mortality. 
Of the 6000 cases in the Edinburgh Infirmary, 150 were the sub- 
jects, when in hospital, of some of the "principal operations" in 
surgery ; and of these 32 died. Dr Fleischmann's 6000 cases do not 
include the results of any surgical operations. 

Secondly, while the mortality among the patients in any hospital, 
and altogether independently of treatment, may be easily diminished 
by thus excluding from its wards the more fatal and incurable types 
of disease, the same object (of an apparent small mortality among its 
inmates) may be in any instance further greatly prevented by only 
adnatUng, on the other hand, into its beds, patients suffering 
under the milder and slighter forms of disease, such forms as are 
readily and constantly curable by rest, regimen, diet, and the via 
medicatrix. The slightest comparison in this respect between the 
6000 cases in the Homoeopathic Hospital of Vienna and the 6000 
cases in the Edinburgh Infirmary, broadly and glaringly shows the 
immense advantage that Dr Fleischmann has gained for his returns 
from this circumstance, viz., the mild and non-fatal character of the 
affections admitted by him." Thus, while among the 6000 Edin- 
' SpMiklngof hupenonal obMirition of tfae kind and MTaritjorthecueitre&ted 
In Dr FleiBchiDMin's Hoapit&l, X>r Btmtb obaerres, *' I Can hoDeatlj' affirm that tlie 
Mlians cases are few and for between ; tbe milder cases, on the contniy, of Irequent 
occurrenoe." " I remembn (B^fs lie) having onee seen a ;oung lad admitted into 
Fleiichmtuin'B Hospital for gimple headaclie. On the TJait the ntxl da; he waa well, 
and.vel bfd'QOtiaeen an; phygician or been prescribed for. Yet, on his Tiait, the 
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burgh Hospital cases, we have M cases of that non-fatal disease, — 
inflameii sore throa.t, oi ci/nanche tonsillaris ; among the 6000 Vienna 
Homceopathic cases there are no less than 301 cases of this aSection. 
In the Edinburgh returns there are 2 cases, and in the Vienna 
returns 110 cases, of chicken-pox ; in Edinburgh, 1 case of herpes 
or tetter, in Vienna 20 cases ; 48 cases of chlorosis and araenorrhoea 
at Edinburgh, and 90 at Vienna; 37 cases of headache at Edin- 
burgh, 61 at Vienna; 52 cases of influenza at Vienna, none in the 
Edinbui^h returns ; and so on. *' There are" — (says Dr Balfour, 
when speaking of the class of patients whom he saw and watched in 
Fleischmann's Hospital) — " there are, I may say, hundreds of trifling 
cases admitted here, which would not have been admitted uito any 
hospital in England," ' 

Seeing, then, the mode in which Dr Fleischmann's data are 
selected and drawn np, — cases of severe and incurable diseases, and 
fetal accidents and operations, being excluded from his returns, and 
a large over-proportion of naturally very mild and curable affections 
being admitted into his hospital, — no one need wonder at the mor- 
tality in his returns being less than the returns of Edinburgh, and 
other similar hospitals, which admit all classes of cases except tke 
very mild, and which, in fact, are in the habit, whenever there is a 
choice left, of selecting, on moral and charitable grounds, the more 
clamant and dangerous cases, in preference to the less severe. 
Nay, does not the return of 6 per cent, of deaths, in the class 
of cases admitted and treated by Fleischmann, show the very re- 
verse of success t "I maintain," observes Dr Gairdner, " without 
fear of contradiction, that these homoeopathic returns are not only 
without all triumph to the system, but that they cover it with 
disgrace. With such a selection of cases, they ought to have re- 
duced their mortality to a far lower point than they have done." 
And certainly, to say the least, it was most impolitic, on the part 
o£ the bomoeopathists, to parade and proclmm, as they have done, 
these returns of Fleischmann's, as "farbeyond the reach of any other 
known method of treatment." For, in feet, most of the previncial 
hospitals of Scotland and England, admitting within their walls all 
classes of applicants, and all forms of disease and injury, however 
severe and dangerous, have an avera^ mortahty considerably less 

phjsidan could not pass him over. A globule wu ordered, and no donbt in the 
anDual retums tbe case km i«cord«d as a curs.'-^F. 39. 
' Medical Reriew for 1846, vol. xxn. p. 672. 
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than Fleischmann's. Fleischniann's mortality, with his rejected 
serere organic diseases, and his eelected cases of trivial affections, 
amoonted, ae we have seen, to 6*2 per cent. The Dundee Hospital 
has an average mortality of 5'1 per cent. ; that of Aberdeen, 4*6 
percent.; thatof Inverness, 4'3 per cent.; and — independently of all 
rejection and selection of cases and patients — out of thirty provincial 
hospitals in England, cited by Mr Thomson, the average mortality 
of the whole is 4-4 per cent., or less than that of Fleischmann by 
nearly one-third. The official reports of our English military hos- 
pitals, where there is, of course, no kind of selection amongst the 
patients, is even less ; for it amounts only to about 2 per cent* 

VI, Lastly, in reference to the comparison of homoeopathic with 
other hospital returns, let us consider another and a very potent 
source of fallacy, in Dr Fleischmann's reports. An error in the 
nomenelature of the diseases returned in an hospital report, may give a 
very false appearance of success in the treatment of particular diseases. 
There can be little, or indeed no donbt, that such errors, in the nam- 
ing of the diseases of their patients, have been committed by Fleisch- 
mann and others, and that they have returned large numbers of 
particnlar severe diseases, as admitted and cured by them, when 
there was every reason to believe that they had not under their care 
the number of these cases which they averred ; when the number of 
such severe diseases returned was out of all proportion with similar 
and milder diseases, for which, by an error in nomenclature, it was 
possible to enter them ; and when, also, the very small number of 
these similar milder diseases, tliat were returned, proved that they 
(the milder) had been entered under the head of some more serious 
disease, — a fact that only becomes a greater source of fallacy in 
Fleischmann's reports, when actually, as we have seen, the propor- 
tion of mild cases in his Hospital was specially and peculiarly large. 

The remark which I have just made particularly applies to the 
alleged great number of cases of acute Injfammation in the head, 
chest, and abdomen, seen in the returns of homoeopathic as com- 
pared with allopathic hospitals. Every physician knows how easily 
an attack of neuralgic, spasmodic, or rheumatic pain, in any of these 
parts, may be mistaken for and set down as an attack of inflamma- 
tion — as simple pleurodynia for actual pleurisy or pneumonia — head- , 

' Tbe mean morislity in oar military hospitals " is 21 per cent. ; 
being 2.6, and the. miDimiuD I'l percent." — Mtdtad Reviea iat\ti2,f. ili. 
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xche and cerebral congestion for iuflainmation of the braio, or its 
membranes — colic for enteritis or peritonitis, etc. ; or how readily a 
milder disesue may be returned for a more severe — as diarrhoea for 
dysentery, — cholerine for cholera, — spurious or spasmodic croup for 
true inflammatory croup, — bronchitis for pneumonia, etc. etc 

The disease which I have last named, pnedhonia, ha^, perhaps 
of all diseases, " made the most pen'erts to homteopathy." The 
treatments of it, and other inflammatiens of the chest, are, observes 
a homoeopathic writer (Dr Marsdon), " the very touclistones of 
medical skill, — the test of medical power." t 

No homceopathist can object, therefore, if we select Pneumonia 
as an illustration of these last remarks, and altogether as an apposite 
criterion and evidence of the utility or inutility of infinitesimal 
doses. And I shall, in consequence, in the way of illnstration of 
the above observations, proceed to show, — 1st, The errors committed 
in the homoeopathic returns, regarding the nomenclature and actual 
nnmber of cases of severe diseases, like this of Pneumonia, alleged 
to be "admitted into their hospitals, and entered in their returns; 
and, 2d, To point out the actual nothingness of homoeopathy in re- 
lation to its treatment. 

Of course, if the infinitesimal globules or tinctures used by homoeo- 
pathists in cases of Pneumonia count for nothing towards the re- 
covery of their patients, people affected with Pneumonia should re- 
coyer irom this disease in as large numbers, without any medicinal 
treatment, as vdth merely homceopathic treatment. To ascertain 
and determine if this were the fact or not, we would require to have a 
means of comparing the results — 1st, Of a number of cases of Pneu- 
monia treated by diet and regimen alone, without any medicine, and 
2d, Of a number treated by diet and regimen alone, with the addition 
of the supposed appropriate infinitesimal doses. But, in order to make 
the comparison perfect, the respective cases of Pneumonia, treated 
with or without homoeopathic medicamentation, would require to be 
cases in the same locality, as the disease differs in its intensity, ac- 
cording to its complications, etc., in different communities. The 
Pneumonias of the hospital patients of London and Edinburgh are, 
for example, very often dangerously complicated with the co-existence 
of Bright's disease of the kidney, while those of Vienna are, it is said, 
rarely so ; ' and such a difference would make the English disease a 
' See Dr Routh's punphlet, p. 19, for iu nritj at Vienua. 
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far more severe and fatal maladj than the Auatrian. The cases 
compared should also be reported with equal fidelity, as regards the 
favourable or the fatal resnlts. And, lastly, it would be necessary 
to fix the fact that the name Pneumonia should be applied always to 
the same affection ; and cases of bronchitis, and other diseases, more 
or less reeembUtiff Pneumonia, should not be returned as cases of 
Pneumonia.' 

We have to some extent the means of making snch a comparison 
by contrasting the hospital retnme of Dietl at Vienna, who lately 
treated 169 cases of pneumonia by diet and r^men alone, with 
the hospital returns of Fleischmann in the same population, who 
treated his cases of pneumonia by diet and regimen, and the ad- 
dition of infinitesimal doses. So far the comparison holds good. And 
let us make it, though we have, as I shall show immediately, good 
reason for believing that in relation to some of the requisite condi- 
tions, Fleischmann's cases are egregiously in fault ; that be entered 
cases of bronchitis as cases of pneumonia ; and, what is still more 
reprehensible, that he did not return all the deaths that occurred 
among his pneumonia patients as deaths from that disease. 

In his official reports Fleischmann states that he has treated 536 
eases of pneumonia in his Homoeopathic Hospital ; that 508 of these 
patients were cnred and twenty-eight died; or that the mortality 
amonnted to 1 death in 17 cases, or to 5 per cent. The Homoso- 
pathic Hospital returns from Leipsic and Kremzier give a higher 
mortality in pneumonia than these &om Vienna, and show a larger 
mortality, viz., a mortality of 13 per cent, at Leipsic and 15 per 
cent, at Kremzier, instead of the 5 per cent, of Fl«schmann at 
Vienna. But as I have stated above, let ua take Fleischmann's, 
though the most favourable to homteopathy, because we have irom 
Dietl, Physician to the Wieden Hospital at Vienna, the means of 

' Hoat p«ttiologUt8 irill also, I beHere, grant that it would not be proper to con> 
ridw tha rcenlti of pDeamonla, etc, m Men under different tjpei at different <•>■«■. 
DUeaMd action leemi to vary in lu cJunuter at different periods, foUonlng appar- 
ently tome kind of cjclsl coune. InSunmatorj and other diseases do not reqnire at 
preieBt the amonnt of bleedings, leeoMngs, etc., applied to the same affections tome 
thirty or forty yean ago. At the present time we rarely see esses of ferer, scarla- 
tina, etc., soch as were ofl*n obeerred by the physidans of theie times, with the tem- 
peratnre of the arm-pit« or month increased to )04°, 106°, or 106° of Fohrenhdt. Bnt 
possibly and probebly, tbe same diseases will again come betimes to aboir the same 
amonnt of vaacnlar activity, and sg^n demand more depleting measures tluui are 
required at present in their treatment. 
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partially comparing the mortality from pnenmonia under homoeo- 
pathic treatment, with Dietl'e mortality from pneumonia under the 
expectant method, among the same population, viz., that of Vienna. 
The following table shows the results in Pneumonia in these two 
Vienna hospitals, as obtained by Fleischmann when using homoeo- 
pathic medicines, and by Dietl when using no medicines whatever : — 

TABLE OF RESULTS OP PNEUMONIA AT VIENNA. 





No. of 
Cases. 


No. <rf 
Deaths. 


^ClKrths. 


PerCeoUge 
of Deaths. 


Fleischmaoii's Hospital,) 

ment ) 

Dietl's Hospital with no) 
medical treatment ) 


538 
189 


14 


linlT 
1 in 13 


fiinlOO 
7 in 100 



In this return it may at first sight, and to those unacquainted 
with the special circumstances, appear that the advantage is in 
favour of homceopathic treatment, and that the homieopathic drug 
diminished the mortality from 7 to 5 per cent. ; or from 1 death in 
13 cases — the result when no medicine was given, to 1 death in 17 
cases — the result when infiniteumal doses of homoeopathic medicine 
were used. 

But unfortunately lor the truth of homoeopathy and the veracity 
of homoeopatbiats, sufficient evidence exists to prove, — 

lat, That in every hnman probability the alleged 538 cases of 
pneumonia returned by Fleischmann were by no means all of them 
cases of pneumonia, such as we understand that term in common 
medical language, but that a considerable if not a large propor- 
tion of them were instances of the milder inflammatory disease 
Bronchitis ; and, 

2d, Even if it were granted that the total number of the cases of 
pneumonia reported by Fleischmann were correct, there is sufficient 
evidence to show that his official return of the number of deaths in 
these cases is incorrect and understated. 

The proof of Fleischmann's alleged cases of pneumonia being 
not all cases of genuine pnetmionia amounts to this : Pnenmonia 
(or inflammation of the enbetance and minute cells of the lungs) is 
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oflen in practice, and particularly if auscultation i& not sufBciently 
attended to, confounded with, and mistaken for, that much milder 
and more common disease Bronchitis (or inflammation of the lining 
membrane of the bronchial tubes of the lungs). In the general 
Allopathic Hospital of Vienna the cases of bronchitis admitted 
average about 7 per cent, of all the diseases ; the cases of pneumonia 
average about 2 per cent. These results give us then the relative 
average proportion at Vienna of cases of bronchitis and pneumonia 
requiring or seeking admission into hospital. But in Fleischmann's 
Homceopathic Hospital at Vienna, the cases of bronchitis reported 
as admitted, are not 7 in the 100, for they do not reach 1 per cent. ; 
while the cases of Pneumonia reported as admitted, instead of being 
i per cent, of the whole, are returned as 4^ per cent, of the whole." 
*' The review (says Dr Konth) of these facts admits but one of two 
inferences, — the cases are either picked out or selected, or the diag- 
nosis is wrong," — cases of the milder disease, bronchitis, being 
officially returned as cases of the more severe and dangerous disease 
Pnenmonia. 

But, secondly, even supposing, for the sake of argument, that 
Fleischmann had not fallen into the error, which his statistics indi- 
cate, of entering cases of the milder disease, bronchitis, for cases 
of the severer disease. Pneumonia, and that his nomenclature and 
diagnosis of his 538 cases were correct, — still we know that his 
statistical statements of the results of his treatment in Pneumonia 
are not to be depended upon. In evidence of this, we may content 
ourselves with stating one single uncontradicted fact. The English 
physician who has hitherto studied longest, I believe, in Fleisch- 
mann's Hospital, is Dr Balfour. During the three mottths of May, 
June, and July 1846, Dr Balfour diligently and zealously attended 
Fleischmann's hospital practice ; took regular notes of all the more 
interesting cases ; and has published, among others, the histories of 
nineteen cases of pneumonia which he watched under treatment in 
the hospital during that time. Of these nineteen cases of pneu- 
monia, three died, or 1 patient in ti; or about 15 per cent. Dr 
Balfour has published the details of these three fatal cases amongst 
the others which he has reported. The name of the disease in these 
three cases was written upon the board at the top of each patient's 
bed by Fleischmann with his own hand, — a practice he does not 

■ See the fuU data in Dr Boath'B Eisa;. 
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follow in all cases, and never tiU after ftilly satis^i'ing bimself of the 
nature and character of the disease. Among these nineteen cases, 
then, of pneumonia, occurring in Fleischmann's hospital practice 
duiing the three months, May, June, and July of 1846, three died, 
or 1 in every 6J. But when Fleischmann published his official 
homoeopathic report of the hospital for the whole twelve months of 
that year (1846), though he returned sixty-four cases of pneumonia 
as having been under treatment in his wards during these twelve 
months, he returned the cases of death from this disease as amounting 
during that time only to two. Dr Balfour saw, I repeat, three patients 
die of poeniuonia under Fleischmann's care, in May, June, and July 
1846; and Fleischmann officially returned and reported only two 
as dying of pneumonia during the whole twelve months of the same 
year 1846.' 

It would be paiuiiil to speak of such a deliberate and glaring 
statistical mis-statement, were it not lu the highest degree probable 
that this official return is only a specinten of the incorrectness of the 
whole ; and were it not true also, that these disingenuous returns have 
been oft:en ostentatiously pressed upon the public of this and other 
countries, as a reason vjhy rational men should peril the lives of them- 
selves and others, by trusting, in acute disease, to the inanities and 
nothingness of homceopathy.* Dr Balfour states hia conviction, that 

' See Monthly Journal of Medical ScieDce for Fcbmorj 1 S4S, p. 624. 

' There ia a utriking »nd inatniclive epiaode connected with the avennenl made 
by Fleischmann, that in 1 S46 he only lost two patients in his wards from pneumonia. 
To savs the credit of the alleged saccess of homieopatb; in pneumonia, the Editors 
of the Britiiih Journal of Homieopathj, in reTiewing the Vienna cases watched and 
reported apon bj Dr Balfour, and apparently unaware of being preceded in their 
tactics b; Fleischmann himself, attempted to deny that one of the thrte &tal cases 
seen and recorded by Dr Balfonr was a case of paenmonia. The Editors remark, — 

" Dr Balfoor saw nineteen cases of pneamonia. He obserrea; ' These cases of 
pneumonia give an average of Iwentj-four, an average treatment of 12-6 daja, and 
a mortality of 15 per cent.; three onl of the nineteen baviog died. Skoda'a oases of 
pneumonia, during the same lime, amount to forly-Gve, bis deaths to three ; giving 
an average of 6'6 per cent.' This comparison, we think, is incorrect, as we cannot 
consider Case VL to bave been a case of pneamonia at all; which being omitted, 
there would be eighteen easel, and two deaths; or ll'l per cent."— (Vol. v. p. 92.) 

Dr Balfour assures me that this case (No. VI. in bis report of the cases of pneu- 
monia) was most unmistakeablj marked as an instance of tbat disease j and was, 
as already stated, written down as such on the patient's board by Fleischmana bim- 
self. Dr Balfonr's published report explicitly mentions, tbat the patient had pain 
in breatiiing,^ruat; blood-stained expectoration,— the percussion on the right side 
was dull, as high as the centre of the mammary and scapular spaccs,~that over 
these dtdl spaces the respiration was bronchial, and elsewhere vesicular, etc,; all 
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the secret of Fleischmann's seeming Eucceas, as given in his official 
reports, lies in the fact of the admission and dismissal of patients 
from his hospital being entirely uncontrolled ; and there being no 
check on the proper and honest nomenclatore even of the diseases 
of his patients.' The very existence, as has been already stated, of 
Fleischmann's Hospital depended for a time (and perhaps does so 
still) upon his mortality tables showing an amount of mortality 
which shall be considered sufficiently favourable by the Austrian 
Government ; and consequently, he is under no ordinary tempta- 
tion to admit only mild and curable cases; to report as cared, 
cases which may not be so ;' to hasten the demission of the 

of tbem forming ampi; conclauie eridence that the dineue wu pnenmania ; and he 
^ed OD the third day after BdmiMion. (See Dr Forhe^ Reviau, sol iiii. p. ftS* ; 
and also toI. xxiii. p. 611.) U it nut truly Bigniflcant, and in ilaelf, ponenloiuly 
(napiciouB, to find Dr Fleiscbmaun and his British homiBopatbic brethren trying, — 
and both in the aame way, — to change the icatisdcd of those pneumonia cases, in 
order to mate them afipar«n(/y conform to the alleged eucceas which homatopathUta 
have had in the treatment of this disease f When we find tno wriiers, independently 
of each other, thns adopting the same improper tactics, regarding the same easea, does 
it not show that these tactics are a part of tbe general system of (h^ medical or 
statistical creed ? 

' " I feel conrincud (says he) that the secret of Dr Fieiaeboiaan's great seendng 
anccess, lies in the foot of Che admissions and demissions being entirely nncontrolled, 
and there being no checlc on the diagnosis. Karely other than well-nurked cases 
have their diagnoaia written on the board at their bed-head; the o^ers being left 
blank, and entered in hia book, of coarse, m he pleaaee. . . . The whole proc««s 
of the admiaaion and discharge of patients is mysterious, . . . Many cases, not 
improving, or apparently not likely to improve, are got rid of very summarily." — 
(Medical ReiHeui, vol. ixii, p. 673.) 

* The proportion of cdbes among all the patients and cases admitted into bis 
Homceopolhic Hospital, and returned statistically by Fleiichmann, affiirda nniritting 
and intrinsic evidence of the whole character of his Hospital Beports. " In the 
record of a death (olMerree Dr Oairdner) it ia impossible to show any bias, or in an; 
way to deviate from aoenracy, without gross falsehood, or correspondingly great risk 
of detection. But in the colnmn of Cures, in this hospital, may be read ihe character 
of the whole of its records. The alleged curea in the Vienna HomcEOpathic Eoapital 
are 93 per cent, of the whole cases; and, a« the deaths are 6-25 per cent., it Ibllowg, 
that there it actnall; scarce^ any medmm between death and aire! To any one who 
knows what hospital cases are, or should be, this simple statement proves rather 
more than was intended. Compare it with the returns of any hospital wbicb has no 
system to support, — I choose Dumfries, iiimply because its mortality is identical with 
tliat of Fleischmann's Hospital : — 

Cum, p«r otnt. l>«itiiB>per cant. 

"Fleiscbmano's Hospital, 93' 6'36 

Dumfries „ 76'03 6-26 

" Alas for the ' vaulting ambition that o'erleapa itself' and folia on the other side of 
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more acute cases ; ' and, for the sake and spread of homoeo- 
pathy, to magnify the su<%ess of his results iu the treatment 
of that favourite acute disease of the horaoeopathists — Pneu- 



trntb and probability! Id straining every nerve alter ibih idea] and fictitious ratio of 
cures, Dr Fleischmana nnluckitj Targot the foilowing ug!j dilemma : If, from the 
excellence of bis art, or any other cause, he was enabled to cnr^ 16 per cent, more 
than Damfries, why was his skill not equally effective in reducing tbe mortAlityf 
There can be only two answers to this question, and we may give tbe homoeopath iau 
Uieir choice of tham. Either the coses were really cniable in eaormoia proportion, 
and the bomoiopatliic art is responsible for a mortality wbicb must be considered, 
under these cireumstancea, quite appalling; or the alleged cures are a mockery and 
a deluaioD, inconsistent with nature and fact, and cunningly dressed up for the un- 
discriminating wonder of the multitude." — (Medical Timet and Gazette /or April 3, 
p. 343.) 

' " Of comparatively trifling cases, many (observes Dr Balfour) remain for weeks, 
nay, months, in {Fleischmann's) Hospital; while more acute or more interesting 
cases are hurried ont too often with the cure incomplete. . . . Some of the fol- 
lowing coses will be found Im hare been discharged too early, to enable as to be 
positive as to the ultimate resnlt. ... I have seen one patient refused admittance, 
and that, too, the very day after his discharge, without any very good obvious reason. 
It was a boy, with eSusion into tbe right pleura, following scarlatina, which he had 
gone through at home. There was also a general anasareoua state of the body, 
which speedily disappeared, but thq chief complaint remained obstinate; and, alter 
thirty-three days' treatment with bryania, the 2d dilution, four times dmly, he was 
dismissed hut slightly improved. This boy was denied admission, when he applied 
the following day on account of return of pain in the chest, — not certainly for vrant 
of room, as hie bed was empty for days afterwards. This is not the only effusion Into 
the cbest which bas been dismissed unimproved during Ihepcriodof my observations; 
yet this scarcely agrees with Fleischmann's returns, as, out of twelve with exndaljon 
in the pleura, occurring during ten years, he has, he says, cured all bat three, who 
died. And a physician of the General (Allopadiic) Hospital has assured me, that 
many such cases, dismissed by Dr Fleischmann, and subsequently refiiBed admiuion, 
have applied to him for relief."— (i)»- Balfour's Report on Homieopathic Triatnusat in 
Dr FfciaciBionn's HoqAtal, Vitntia. Mtdiad lUvUuf, vol. xxii. p. 573.) 

' As shovving what may readily be effected in the way of obtaining apparently 
mccessfu) statistical results in the treatment of pneumouio, by a selecUon of parti- 
oolar series of limited cases, Dr Ronth dtes tbe fbUowiog fortunate results in the 
practice of different observers: — " In 1S21, Laennec did not lose one pneumoaia 
case. In 1825, ont of 2S pneumonia cases, simple or double, with or without pleurisy, 
one only died, and this an old man of seventy. In 1 B25, out of 34 cases, 3 died ; 
two females brought in arlicuh taortu, and an old man above seventy. Altogether, 
I^«nnec concludes, that ont of 57 pnaumonias, he in reality lost but two patients 
above seventy. Louis lost, ont of 30 cases, 3 patients, all from sixt^ to seventy. In 
1831-2, Trouaseau lost 2 patients out of 58. None of these were bled in tbe hospital, 
but fire had been bo before admission. Since that period, owing to a change of type, 
he bad net been so successfuL Professor Bong, oat of 54 caeet of pneamonia treated 
St Copenhagen, lost only 2. These were generally bled at the onset. Dr Wolf did 
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These statements are, I believe, sufficient to show to any unpre- 
judiced mind, that little, or indeed no dependence, can be placed upon 
statistics like Fleiscbmann's ; and, at the same time, they prove bow 
truly negative and inefficacious boraceopathic practice actually is, 
even in the treatment of that acute disease where homceopathists 
boast most of their snccesa, viz. in Pneumonia. Passing however, 
from these considerations regarding the question of the effect — or 
rather, total want of effect — of bomceopathy in the treatment of 
pneumonia, let me proceed very briefly to adduce a few additional 
remarks and facts, in evidence of the beneficial agency of proper 
and early ordinary (allopathic) medical treatment, in modifying (1) 
the severity of the symptoms, (2) the length of the attacks, and (3) 
the actual fatality of this same disease— pneumonia. 

These observations may be stated as follows : — 

Ftrst, The principal gymptoma of pneumonia yield earlier, or are 
shorter in their duration, in cases submitted to venesection and 
appropriate treatment, than in cases lefl to nature alone, or merely 
"expectant treatment." Thus Dr Forbes (vol. xiii. p. 403) has 
shown, in his review of Grisolle's work on Pneumonia, that in com- 
paring together cases of the disease treated on the expectant or 
non-medicinal plan, and similar cases treated by bleeding, etc., — the 
following were the results ; — 

1. The characteristic expectoration of pneumonia ceased before 
the end of the sixth day, or about forty-eight hours after venesection, 
in the thirteen cases treated by bleeding, etc. ; while it continued 
to the ninth day in the eleven cases which were treated on the 
expectant method. 

2, The attendant pain in Hie side was invariably relieved by 
bleeding, and disappeared, on the average, on the eighth day, in 
those treated by the usual antiphlogistic means; whilst, on the 
average, the same symptom did not disappear till the fifteenth day, 
in cases which he treated on the expectant method. 

not lou sDj oat of 10 cues (Orisolte). Out ot 7S ca«M treated bj BonilUnd, re- 
coverj wBsobaerred m follows : as cases of lingle pneDmoiiia, S died; IS cue* of 
double, 11 died. Mr EuiHon, oat of 43 cases, bleeding eacb pktient from 1 to II 
times, lost only 3 oases. Orlaolle collected 44, for the most part serere, — in 2 eases 
the pneamonia wa« doable ; 6 oa\j died. The AUal cases occorred among weakeoed 
indlTidnals, who were generally above fiftj years old. Were I to imitate in this 
compilation the homeeopatbs, I could conclude I had collected some 300 cases, with 
a mortality of about 3 per cent." — (flourt'i Fallaria, p. B8.) 
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3. The accompanying fever ceased on the seventh day in the cases 
treated by bleeding, etc. ; while it did not cease till the tenth in 
those treated on the expectant method. 

4. The auscultaiortf phenomena began to decrease from the cessa- 
tion of the fever on the seventh day, in those treated by bleeding, 
etc. ; while they did not begin to decrease till about the end of the 
second week in those treated on the expectant method. 

Secondly, Inflammation of the lungs or pneumonia is shorter in 
its duration in proportion as the disease is submitted earlier to proper 
medical treatment. 

In Grisolle's eases, convalescence commenced on the 7th or 8th 
day when the disease was treated antiphlogistically, and according 
to the usual method ; convalescence did not commence till the 11th 
or 12th day in the cases treated by him ort the " expectant" method. 
On an average the affected lung was completely permeable (as as- 
certained by the stethoscope) on the 12th day in the cases treated 
by bleeding and the ordinary medicines ; whilst the affected lungs 
were still more or less impermeable up to the 22d or 30th day in the 
patients treated on the expectant method. 

M. Tessier, a homoeopathist, has published an account of forty-one 
cases of pneumonia treated by him in hospital. Of these forty-one 
eases, three died, or 1 in 13, or about 7 per cent. ; other three, 
however, died of phthisis and erysipelas before they left the hospital.' 
But " these three (observes Dr Eouth), would have been returned 
as. fatal cases in an allopathic hospital." Six of the cases had been 
treated by the usual antiphlogistic or allopathic means, bleeding, 
etc., etc., before they were admitted under M. Tessier's hospital care. 
The results of the difference between the cases treated thus, 
also allopath ically, and those treated exclusively homoeopathieally, 
were as follows : — In the first class (with allopathic treatment before 
admission), convalescence on an average was established on the tenth 
day after admission, and the total average residence of each patient 

' If we exdnde the cues tre&ted nllopatbicaUf, and coofine the enumeration 
nrictlj to Ihoae cases of pneumonia treated homieopaithicaJl; bj Tessier, and their 
Tesnlta, then (says Dr Routb), "the forty-one cases with three deaths, shonid in 
reality be coniudered as thirty-liTe coses witb fire deaths, a mortalitj of 1 in T, or 
14-a per cent." Besides, it appears from M. Tessier's return tbat Id these pnenmo- 
nia cases, the proportion of complicated and secondary to uncomplicated and idio- 
pathic caaea of tbe disease was in bis wards only 17 per cent., instead of beii^ 50 
per cent, m is tbe usual arerage in allopathic hospitals. 
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in hospital was seventeen daya. In the second class (with excluuve 
homceopathic treatment), convalescence on an average was estab* 
lished on the fourteenth day after admission, and the average resi- 
dence of each patient in hospital was twenty-nine days. The differ- 
ence was still more striking when the patient wan treated altopathi- 
cally only in the disease, and sent into the hospital in the first stage 
of the pneumonia. For in those treated allopathically and after- 
wards admitted when still in the first stage of the inflammation, con- 
valescence on an average was established on the ninth day ; and the 
total average residence of each such patient in the hospital was thir- 
teen days ; while of those admitted into hospital in the first stage of 
the inflammation, and who were thus treated exclusively homoeo- 
pathically, convalescence on an average was not established till the 
tioenHeth day, and the total average dnration of each sneh patient 
in htupital was thirty-two days. 

Thirdly, The beneficial effects of appropriate medical treatment in 
pneumonia may be still ftirther proved, by looking to the influence 
which it exerts over the mortality attendant upon the disease, and 
the way in which this influence is modified, according as the disease 
is submitted earlier or later in its progress to the treatment in ques- 
tion. 

The mortality attendant upon pneumonia becomes leas and less in 
proportion as the disease is submitted earlier and earlier to proper 
medical treatment. In GrisoUe's hospital ca^es, the mortality was 
as high as 1 in 3 when the patient had been ill seven days or more 
before admission to the hospital. But it was reduced so, that — 

It was 1 in 4 when the patient bul been ill 6 dajs before admLifflou. 

It was 1 in 6 ... .'.. 6 dajs before attmission. 

It was 1 in 8 ... ... 4 da;a before admiBsion. 

It was 1 in 13 ... ... 3 dajs before admission. 

The mortality was diminished in proportion to the previous date 
and dnration of the disease at which the patients came under medical 
treatment ; it was increased in proportion as the patients were more 
and more slow in being subjected to the appropriate remedial means ; 
the mortality attendant upon pneumonia becoming comparatively 
small when the disease is both early and properly treated. Inflam- 
mation of the lungs occurs often among our soldiers and sailors ; 
and when it does so, the invalid is not only in general early sub- 
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mitted to appropriate medical treatment, but the sex and age of 
the patient are favourable for recovery, and the whole success of the 
treatment ie sufficiently striking. We have the results of the " allo- 
pathic" treatment of pneumonia in these two services pablisbed in 
the oiGcial reports of the British Government, the accuracy of which 
is beyond any possibility of doubt. 

The ofiiciiJ Army returns show 12,271 cases of pneumonia among 
the British troops stationed at Gibraltar, Malta, Ionian Islands, Ber- 
mudas, Canada, Cape, Mauritius, and St Helena. Out of these 
12,271 patients attacked with indammation of the lungs, 413 died ; 
or, in other words, 1 in every 29 cases of the disease was fatal ; or 
about 3 in every 100. Out of above 2000 cases, of pneumonia at 
Gibraltar, only 1 in 45 proved fatal ; or about 2 in every 100 at- 
tacked with this disease. 

The official Navy returns show 3,099 cases of pneumonia among 
the sailors in our fleets when stationed at the Cape, in South 
America, the Mediterranean, etc. Out of these 3,099 patients at- 
tacked with infiamniation of the lungs, 136 died; or, in other words, 
1 in every 23 cases of the disease was fatal ; or about 4 in every 
100- Out of 295 eases of pneumonia in the ships placed on the 
South American stations, only 1 in 59 died ; or less than 2 in every 
100 attacked with this disease died. 

Before passing from the consideration of the preceding instance 
of acate disease — pneumonia — let me adduce it as an example con- 
tradicting in the most explicit manner one of Hahnemann's charac- 
teristic broad asseverations and tenets. 

We have seen that in the Wieden Hospital at Vienna, nnder 
Dietl, cases of pneumonia recovered — all circumstances considered — 
in as great proportion at least under no medical treatment whatever, 
as they did in Fleischmann's Hospital of the Sisters of Charity at 
Vienna, nnder homoeopathic treatment. 

But in his Organon Hahnemann denounced the sp<Hitaneous 
recovery of patients under acute diseases as impossible, or next to 
impossible. " If to the organism alone (he observes) is left the 
task of overcoming, by its own forces and without external aid, a 
disease newly contracted, we then witness nought but painful, 
often dangerous, efforts of Nature, to save the individual at what- 
ever cost, which often terminate in extinction of the earthly exist- 
ence, in death"— (p. 27.) " Crude, instinctive Nature is (he m^n- 
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taina) in her efforts barely successful even in the slighter cases of 
acute disease;" and he likens the effects of "the unreasoning 
life-preserving power, when left to itself in diseases," to the prac- 
tices of the le^timate school of physic. '* These self-aiding opera- 
tions (he remarks, p. 28) of the vital force for the removal of an 
acute disease, performed only in obedience to the laws of oi^nic 
life, and not guided by the reflexion of an intellect, are at the 
most but a species of allopathy ;" for " Nature requires the aid of 
homceopathy to perform a safe cure" — (p. 65.) It is needless to 
say how tmthless these observations are j but at the same time it 
is sufficiently amusing to mark the reckless and unscmpuloos 
abuse with which Hahnemann here and elsewhere pnbhcly declaims 
to his patients and pupils against the conservative, " unreasoning," 
efforts of Nature, and the self-aiding allopathy-like operations of the 
rt« medicatria (bis own important and indispensable ally) in cases 
of disease. W^e have already seen (p. 17) how different his private 
opinion was ; but to confess that opinion publicly would have ex- 
ploded and destroyed in a great measure the whole statistical "ex- 
perience " and evidence in favour of homceopathy. 

In addition, I may here observe, that Hahnemann further pro- 
fesses in his Organon, to entertain the same poor opinion of the sana- 
tive effects of Nature in the cure also of chronic affections. "Every- 
thing (he states), that cmde Nature does to relieve itself in diseases, 
in those (^ an acute, but especially those of a chronic kind, is ex- 
tremely imperfect, and even actual disease" — (p. 39). He alleged, 
as we have already stated (p. 24), that a large proportion — about 
seven out of every eight — of all chronic diseases was the effect of 
itch ; and asserted that before hia discovery of the itch-origin of 
chronic diseases, and their cure by internal doses of sulphur and 
other itch-remedies, " the treatment of chronic diseases was invabi- 
ABLT unsuccessful." ' It is surely superfluous to prove statistically, 
either that Nature herself does oilen, very often, cure chronic aU- 
nients without the aid of drugs ; or that ordinary medical treatment 
has, all along, cured, and continues to cure, cases of chronic diseases 
without any aid from itch-remedies. Nay, that such is the fact, we 
liave the experience of Hahnemann, quantum valeat, to adduce 
against the authority of Hahnemann. He discovered the almost 
universal itch-origin and itch-cure of chronic diseases long af^ dis- 

< British Jotim«l of Honiieopatbr, toI. t!L p. 365. 
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covering homceopathy. The ^ms of his strange itch-doctrine were 
pablished by him in 1816 ; and in later life lie avowed the opinion, 
that " the treatment of chronic diseases was invariably unsuccessfiil," 
before his great itch-pathology came to regulate practice. But, " he 
himself asserted, ao early as 1797, that he had cured the most severe 
chronic diseases." ' He accomplished, then, in 1797, what latterly 
he declared to be impossible to accomplish — a sad satire upon 
homcBOpathic statistics and statements, by the founder himself of 
homoBopathy. Among the " innumerable" chronic diseases produced 
by itch, he himself enumerates (see the list previously at p. 24), 
" acohosis and cyphosis, caries, cancer, fungus haematodes, malignant 
organic growths," " cataract, amaurosis, urinary calculus," etc., etc. 
And speaking of the treatment of the great class of chronic di»- 
easea thus arising from itch by proper itch-remedies, he declares that 
with this itch-doctrine and these itch-remedies, " the true physician" 
is now enabled " almost invariably to effect CUEES" in these mala- 
dies, seeing that itch is " the only real, flindamental cause and pro- 
ducer" of these affections. — (Organon, p. 183, 184). But certmnly 
never did infinite^mal doses of sulphur nor of any other itch-remedy 
produce a single cure in any one case of any of the affections just 
ennmerated. The assertion is mCTely the kind of unscrupulous 
and unprincipled asseveration which has ever in medical history 
been the distinctive sign of medical charlatanism.' 

' Biitieh JonnuU ot EooHBopatby, toI. tU. p. 355. 

> When gpeabjng atatiBticallj of honKEopatby, let me add one obaervatiaa here in 
relation to iUMl^tj. Itch, an I hare already bad occasiOD to state at p. 28, la now 
acknowledged bj pnthologuits to be an eruption prodaced by the presence and bar- 
rowing of an insect in the skin — the Aeana Seabui. By nsing local applicationi M 
the akin to poison or kill the insect, the diaeaaa or itch is immediately removed. But, 
in Babnemann's opinion, tlie ilcfa-disease. or itch-mia«m (as he expresses it), often on 
Bach occasions passes internally, producing a Tast host of chronic maladies in the in- 
terior of the body of man. Nay, more, according to Hahnemann this insect- disease, 
or miasm, may go inwards, and eren afiect the UIND of man. Insanity " almost al- 
ways (avers Hahnemann) arises from internal psora," or itch (Orj^onoH, p. 270)j and 
should be "cured by homreopalhic anti-psoric (or itch) medicine, along with scrupu- 
lously snitable regimen," etc. (p. 274). And speaking of the treatment of cases of 
Insanity in lunatic asylums, he stales in italics, " iVof onaoftkan u ever really andper- 
manttit^ cnrwj m th»m,~-it convmcing proof (be adds), among others, of the complete 
nnllity of the non-healing art hitherto practised," iOrganon, p. S71). The statistical 
retoms of every lunatic nsjlum can roondiy belie this characteristic asseveration ctf 
Hahnemann. Oot of a table of 12S,700 cases of insanity treated in fifty-nine public 
Bsyloms, the lowest proportion of recoreriee is stated at 36 per cent. (See table in 
Dr Forbes' Review, toL xzii. p. 360.) In i^eaUng of ilch as reaelung uid afitetiog 
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But Betting aside all such discussion as that whicli relates to the 
effects of treatment either in anysiogle di3eaBe(as pneumonia), orin 
any special classes of diseases (as in the acute or chronic, or in those 
observed in hospitals), let me, in concluding this chapter, offer a 
remark upon the general results which an increased and increaMng 
knowledge of medical science, and consequently, the prevention 
and cure of the diseases of the community at large has, within the 
last 100 years, effected in diminishing the abstJute mortality in 
England and Wales, and consequently in prolonging the average 
duration of human life among their inhabitants. 

The *' unhallowed main business of the old school of medicine," 
was, according to Hahnemann, to render incurable or fatal, " the 
vast majority (99 in every 100) of all diseases," and according to the 
same veracious authority, the ordinary modes of medical treatment 
" shortened the lives of ten times as many human beings as the most 
destructive wars, and rendered many millions of patients more 
diseased and wretched than they were originally." — {Orgaiiotif Pre- 
face, p. X.) 

The gradual diminution, however, which has taken place in the 
mortality of England as a whole, and in its different parts and 
cities, shows that medical police and medical practice have, during 
the course of the last, and earlier part of the present century (when 
" the old school of physic" had sole charge of the health of the po- 
pnlation) produced the most marked change in the health of the 
general community, and in the prolongation of human life. Thus 
(to quote one of the latest writers On the subject) — "in 1780, the 
rate of mortality for the whole of England and Wales, was 1 in 40 
—in 1801, 1 in 47 ;— in 1831 it had diminished to 1 in 58— show- 
ing an improvement of 38 per cent, in the short period of half a cen- 
tury. The annual mortality of the county of Middlesex, which, in 
the beginning of the last century, was estimated at 1 in 25, had fallen 
to 1 in 35 in 1801, and at present does not exceed 1 in 45. • . . 
From 1720 to 1750, the mortality of London was estimated at 1 in 
20 ; at present, it has decreased to 1 in 46." — (See Dvblin Review 
for Dec 1836, p. 97.) 

Mr Edmonds, one of the most accurate and distinguished actu- 

the human mind, it is needless to do more thsn agun refer to the Rer. BIr Everest's 
doctrine, that itch is the common cause of nnnumbereil moral evils that prevail in 
aadet;, — sin, in ahort, being apparently, according to his tenets, little else, if indeed 
anjtMDg else, than the Acarvs StcAiei, or its miasm. (Sea antecedently, p. 25, etc.) 
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aries of tlie present day, has published still more fiili and precise 
data regarding the increased saving of human life during the course 
of the last century, and the commeucenient of the present, in a class 
of the community in which we can most decidedly and directly trace 
the hi^py results to the march of medical science and to the effects of 
improved views in medical hygiene and medical practice. The ela- 
borate calculations of Mr Edmonds, to which I allude, re&r to the 
former, as compared with the present mortality of iniants and child' 
ren below five years of age, in the population of London. But, 
without loading the text with the data themselvea,' let me here state 
in a concise tabular form, the general results of the interesting en- 
quiries by which Mr Edmonds has so fully and satisfactorily proved 
the gradual diminution of the infantile mortality of Loudon during 
the 100 years from 1730 to 1830 inclusive; or, in other words, by 
which he has proved the great and striking saving which has gra- 
dually been effected in infantile life during these 100 years in the 
metropolis of England. 

In Londok. 
FVom 1730 to 1749, out of ever; 100 cUldrea bom, 74 died under 5 yean. 

... 1750 to 1769, ... 100 ... 63 ... 5 yeara. 

... 1770 to 1789, ... 100 ... 61 ... 5 jeaxe. 

... 1780 to 1810, ... 100 .•.. 41 ... 5 years. 

... 1810 to 1829, ... 100 ... 31 ... S years. 



Here, in one, but that' a very numerous class of the population, 
we have had effected within a single century, an enormous saving of 
human life, — a saving which has been the means of prolonging the 
average duration of human life in London, by several years. For 
while during the 20 years from 1730 to 1750, out of eveiy 100 
children bom in London only 26 lived till they were five years old,- 
— duruig the 20 years from 1810 to 1829, out of eveiy 100 
children bom in the same city, 69 survived the same period of life. 
But these figures are themselves talking texts that really require no 
comment ; and they show in language which admits of no contro- 
versy, the utter groundlessness of the truthless and charlatanish 
assertions of Hahnemann, that the " unhallowed main business of 
the old school of medicine" was to render incurable or fatal, " the 
vast majority (99 in every 100) of all diseases;" doing nothing 
but " torture (their patients), shorten their lives," etc., while "in 



' S«G the full dnta in the Lcmcel tor JannaTj 30th, 183n, 
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recent times (to quot« again hb own words), the cJd-school practi- 
tioners have quite surpassed themselves m their craelty towards 
their sick fellow-creatures," etc. — (Organon, p. 54.) 

Thoroughly aware how utterly they have failed by statistical evi- 
dence, — by appeals to infallible experience, — and otherwise, in prov- 
ing any medicinal power in their infinitesimal doses, homceopathists 
have repeatedly resorted to different forms of physical or vitible 
evidence, with the fond hope of, in this way, establishing the actual 
existence of medicine in their globules and tinctures, and the actual 
operation of these infinitesimal doses upon the human body. This 
line of argument has been particularly insisted upon within the 
last few months by the most zealous and distinguished hom<£o- 
patbic physicians of England. Speaking of some late means by 
which the important kind of evidence in question was supposed to 
be established, this proof ts (says the " father of Homoeopathy in 
England," and the President of the Homoeopatliic Society) " to 
us homoeopathic practitioners, pbbciods beyond all calcdla- 
TION, as a means of calling attention to, and spreading homoeopathy 
among our allopathic colleagues," etc.' 

Let us, therefore, in the next chapter, proceed to inquire into this 
new and great evidence, "pr'eciova bej/ond all calculation," in Ibvout 
of homoeopathy and its doctrines. 

' HonuBopathic Times for NoTsmber iBt, 1S51. 
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CHAPTEB Xin. 

ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN PHYSICAL PROOFS OF THE ACTUAL 
EXISTENCE AND ACTrVITT OF THE DRUGS CONTAINED IN 
THE ranNITBSIMAL DOSES. MAGNETO SCOPE— SUPPOSED 
VISIBLE EVIDENCE FROM IT OF VARIOUS HOMfEOPATHIO 
TENETS. LATER EXPERIMENTS OF DR MADDEN AND OTHERS. 

In an inaugnral address delivered last August to the Edinburgh gra- 
duates, Professor Christison, when speaking of homoeopathy (as one 
of the various forms of medical delusion and charlatanry prevailing 
at the present time), observed, in relation to the inlinitesimal doses in 
which homoeopathic physicians exhibited their drugs, that these dosps 
were " so inconceivably minute that no sense, no balance, no micro- 
scope, no chemical analysis, no human means whatever, can discover 
the slightest trace of them in what is administered ;— you never can 
have any surety of their presence, or any well-grounded assurance 
of their absence ; — they defy the finite faculties of man to form even 
a distant conception of them, either with the aid of figures and tbe 
eye, or with the help of a vivid imagination." — (See Address in 
M<mihly Journal of Medical Science for September 1851, p. 296.) 

With the view of cancelling and answering the preceding natural 
and rational objections to the possibility of the efficacy and 
operation of the Hahnemannic drugs when exhibited in Hahne- 
mannic doses, various homceopathists have at different times anxious- 
ly endeavoured to give some appearance of foundation to their 
belief in tbe infinitesimal doses, by attempting to prove that these 
infinitesimal doses have sensible physical properties, and are capable 
of producing sensible physical results upon the healthy human body. 

Thus, many years ago, Segin made experiments with the solar micro- 
scope upon the higher homoeopathic dilutions of copper, and alleged 
that he could and did observe in them actual particles of metallic cop- 
per, even in preparations of the 200th dilution,— an assertion which. 



;d by Google 



IZO EXPEKIMEMTS OF BUMMELL, ETC. 

to use the language of the editors of the " British Journal of Homteo- 
pathy," in regard to it> moat certainly " we may take leave to donbt." 
Mayerhofer made experiments of a aimilar kind, equally wild and 
equally inconclusive. Rummell endeavoured to show with the solar 
microscope that the high potencies, or high dilations, still contained 
quantities of the medicating drug, capable of being seen by the lud 
of that instrument. But the homieopathists now themselves admit, 
that " what Kummell saw was probably just the appearance alcohol 
presents under the microscope when evaporating " ! ' Within the 
last few months, however, it has again been supposed by homteo- 
pathists in general that at last they had acquired a sure and 
perfect means of being able both to prove the actual physical 
presence of infinitesimal doses in their HahnemaDoic globules, and 
to give physical evidence of their action upon the healthy body by 
the aid of an instrument termed the " MagNetoscope," or "New 
Magnetic Indicator," — the invention of Mr Rutter, manager of the 
Gas Works at Brighton. 

In a lecture, delivered to the British Homceopathic Society in 
October last, upon the application of Mr Butter's discovery to the 
visible proof of the physical action upon the body of the infinitesi- 
mal doses used by homoeopathists, X>r Quin — the principal homoeo- 
pathic practitioner in England — remarked : — 

" SdeQce (homteopatblc science) hoe wnie m gigantic strid* hj ttie philatophical 
icitmrnent and imporUmt discovery of tbst genUemaD ; aod bomcBOpathic prac- 
titioners especially are greatly indebted to him fur baling proved the pbyeic*] action 
of onr remedies In infinitesimal quantities upon the human bod; ; and jod will 
join with me heartily In doing honour to him for the great impetus be will be iho 
means of giring to onr cause. The only reason for sorrow is, that onr revered mas- 
ter, Hahnemann, is not alive to witness this triumphant froof of bis own great 

The homoeopathic world of England h^led this discovery with all 
due enthusiasm. 

" Hie great barrier," ab«erved Dr Qnin, In bis second Lectare, In October last, 
" which has prevented the ouyority of the membeis of the medical profession 
from inquiring into homixopathy, has been their repngnance to entertain, for a 
moment, the idea that the eiignoo* doees of medidne administered by bomorapatbie 
practitioaerg can have any effect whatever upon disease. This barrier is note broken 
domb; the brilliant discoTerj and beaatifnl invention of Mr Rntter,"' 

' Biitieb Journal of Homoeopathy, vol. tii. p. 446, and vol. v. p. ^^7. 
' Hom<£opatbic Times for October 18, 18M, where there it reported at length Dr 
Quin's flrat Lecture. 
' Ibid, October 25, 1851, p. 178. 
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" The resnlls," obserTes (be Editor of the " Homceopathic Times," " will be, so fitr 
M bomceopatbf is concerned — ' a hear^ blow and great discouragement ' to the brnte 
opponents, who only see an argument in nombere — and have no nodon of anj' strength 
but that of phfrical force. Bj phjsical science shall tkar physical farce be prored 
to be 0. . . . All taxj hear who have ears, all ta&y see who haTe eyes, and all 
ma; nnderetand who bave an; facalties of Tision."* 

For the magnetoscope, according to the same writer, " besides its vast importance 
to the sdence of magnetism in all its forma, holds out the means of demonstrating 
the fiiot — that the homieopatbic medidnea do act on the human organism. This (he 
continaes) is a discoTeiy which woold have gladdened the heart of Hahnemann had 
he been in the life of the body ; this instnunent which affords the means of proof of 
a fiict the opponents of honuBopathy have always rejected withonC inquiry, has been 
discaveied at a most opportone time. We sappose Professor Chris^on will now 
CHAHGB HiB OPINION OF BOH<EOPi,TBT, and, haling changed it, will lose no time in 
avowing that he has done so. . . . We trnsi Faraday will take t^e snbject up, 
and that every chemist who deserves the name will do likewise."' 

Other men looked upon Mr Butter's discovery of the Magneto- 
scope, not only with delight, but almost with feehngs of veneration. 

" I may be thought," (writes Dr King, a physician at Brighton, to Mr Butter), 
" too fanciful in the view I take of yonr beaatifnl, and, as I think, sublime discovery, 
but no reflecting mind will deny, that we stand in need of some new prindple or 
truth, to enable us to turn to Inll account those which we hHre already received. 
» • » When I first saw your machine prove the polarity of a decilhonth of a 
gnin of silex, and when I first saw it respond to the billionth of a grain of quinine, I 
was seized with the same kind of awe as when I first studied the resolution of the 
nebalie, and as when I first Kaw the globules of blood and the filaments of the nerves 
through the microscope." > 

The magnetoscope of Mr Eutter, the vast importance of which to 
homceopathy is so greatly and gravely vannted of in the preceding 
extracts, is constrncted on the principle of the well-known old 
divining rod and ring. But Mr Ratter's instrument is more com- 
plicated than the nsual old forms of rhabdomantic apparatus. His 
magnetoscope consists of— -1. A firm upright mahogany pillar ; 
2. Of a slender brass arm, fixed at right angles into the top of this 
pillar, passing through a brass cap or ball at its attached end, and 
tapering to a point towards its further or outer extremity ; 3. Of a 
single thread, of the finest silk, passing from the outer extremity of 
the horizontal brass arm, and holding in suspension, at its lower 
end, a small button or pendulum of sealing wax ; and, 4. Of a dial- 
plate, duly marked with circumferential letters like a compass or 
watch face, to show the movements of the pendulum of wax sus- 

' HomCEOpathic Times for November ' 
' Ibid, October 18, 1B51, p. 171. 
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pended above it. In working the iDstrument, the operator places 
the thumb and finger of the right band, one on each side, of the 
brass cap or ball fixed to the attached end of the horizontal brass 
arm, and immediately the wax pendalum moves over the face of the 
dial-plate in direct or reverse rotations, and in direct, transverse, or 
diagonal oscillationa, according to the special infiuence or influences 
which he exerts. 

*' Mr Butter hu piOTed (saTi Dr Madden) tluu when the breflnger and thumb 
of tha right himd of the operator are placed in oontact with the fixed part of (he 
machine, the pendnlam a set in motion in a oLrcle tiaai left to right — this be l«rmB 
the nonnal or direct current. Varioua drcnmslancei, however, are capable of alter- 
ii^ and modifying this oarrent, producing reverse c^onlar motion^^. e., from right 
to left, or direct oacillation, viz., in a straight line to and from the band of the 
operator, or tranirerae oscillation, viz., at right angle* to the operator's hand ; in 
addition to nhich, there are osdlladons for every point of tbe compara, and ellipticat 
motiona in every different direction, with direct and reverse cnrrenla ; and be it re. 
membered, eiMr^ one *f that an cotatant under lunibr rirtMHrutnnfw, and can of 
course be repeated at pleasure." — Briluh Journal of HonvmpaAy for October 1SS1, 
p. 674. 

These varied movements of the pendiJum around and across the 
dial-plate of the magnetoscope are, vre are confidently assured, mo- 
dified and regulated by a variety of strange and incredible circum- 
stMices (every one of them, however, eomtant under similar circum- 
stances), as by the sex of the operator ; by the instrument being 
tonched by a finger alone, or a thumb alone ; by the left or free hand 
of the operator being touched by the finger of a male, or the finger 
of a female ; etc., etc. Thus, for example, " if (according to Mr 
Kutter), a female with her forefinger either touch or merely point at 
the left hand of the operator, reverse rotation of the pendulum will 
immediately occur ; but if a male do the same, diagonal oscillation 
of the pendulum will take place ; and the instrument can be affected 
by any number of persons forming a chain by conjoining hands, the 
sac of the person at the emrfofthe chain, or most remote from the ope- 
rator, determining the motion of the instrument. If a piece of ivory, 
a feather, or a dead fly be held in the left hand of the operator, the 
motion of the pendulum (says Mr Rntter) will cease." If gold, pla- 
tinum, silver, copper, etc., be held in the left hand, the results, ac- 
cording to Mr Butter, are as follows : — " gold, silver, and copper, 
produce reverse rotation of the pendulum ; platinum produces direct 
oscillation," etc. A hair from the head of a female, a lady's hand- 
kerchief, or a letter written (even several weeks previously), if laid 
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Upon the left hand of the operator, will produce " reverse rotation" of 
the magaetoscope ; while, on the contrary, a male h^, handkerchief, 
or letter, will produce direct rotatioa of the pendulum ; thus indi- 
cating the sex of the proprietor or writer,' 

Dr Quin, who, with a "jury" of other physicians, etc., witnessed 
the performance of many experiments by Mr Rutter, attests the 
truth of the following, among other observations: — 

" After having pnt (aays he) the instrnnieiit in full normal action, b; applying the 
finger and thomb of tlie right hand, a dead flg being pnt on his (Mr Ratter's) left 
band, the motion of the pendnlmu immediatelj cesMd ; on the fl j being taken away, 
the motion re-commenced. A cIiaiD of several men holding one another by the 
hand, was fonned, ^/emah placed her hand on tbat of the man most remote from 
the operator, the motion of the inatniment wa» immedlatel; reversed, the drcnlatorj 
motion being from right to left. A dead fi; was then put upon tbe left band of the 
female, and tbe motion immediately stopped. A wire of copper, 5O0 feet long, encased 
in gutta percha, was then added to the chain of men, the one &rtheat ftom the ope- 
rator held one end of the wire, and the female the other end; tbe/tToale infiuaux -wtm 
immediatelj sent throogb both tbe wire and chain of men, and a corresponding action 
nea again set up, which was again Hopped iiimediateh/ bj tbe dead fl; being pnt npoa 
tbe other hand. Similar experiments were made with other dead matter, even merely 
b; boldiog tbe hand over or ntar the dead inatt«r, the aara of which eqnallj stopped 
the motion," — From Dr Quiri'* Leclttre m Homoeopathic Timet, October 18th, p. 16S. 

" If (again remarks Dr Quin), a person of the female sex merelg breaAtt npon the 
hand of the operator, it immediately ehai^et tbe cnirent to the female ; if a man 
brti^hea npon her hand, her other hand being in contact with the operator, the mcde 
inflaence is immediately perceived on tbe pendulum. If a hatr of a femalt is placed 
on the band of the operator, or tbe hand of the last of any namber of men in contact 
with bim, the fttnaie current Is immediately produced. The same phenomenon is 
produced by a pocket-handkerchief worn by a lady." — Ihid, p. 16G. 

Snch were some of the marvellous results alleged to be obtained 
by experiments with the magnetoscope ; and these results occurred 
(according to Dr Quin's evidence), " with unvarying and unerring" 
certainty, each time they were repeated, " so as to carry conviction 
to all who witnessed them, even the most sceptical." Indeed — 

" Mr Butter who (says Dr Quin) is a man, as yon may suppose, of great scientific 
knowledge, Uaxea no looj^h for tc^fieitm, the beaatifDl series of experiments made 
by him ^1 tending to corrotiorBte and confirm one another. Tbe instrument is so 
snbtie, and the demonstration so clear, whilst tbe experiments are at the same time 
■o delicate and exact, the same cause repealed mvaruMy prodocing the same effect, 
that no one oan resist the positive evidence of the undeviating action of this scienti- 
fic and highly philosophical instmnjent."— (JJio^ p. 183.) 

It was, it will be readily conceded, a very slight step, and a 

' See these and other additional experiments of tbe kind in Mr Butter's pamphlet 
— Moffiuloid currtnU, «lc., with a Detcriplian of the Magnetoacopt^-p. IS, etc. 
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very natural idea tu connect this rbabdoiuancy with homoeopathy. 
Seeing that a " dead fly," a " male hair," a " lady's breath," etc., 
could work at such distances such strange and striking effects upon 
the indications of the magnetoscope, it was next to certain that 
homoeopathic infinitesimal doses would exact some similar potent 
influence upon the instrument. Dr Maddeo had the merit of 
extending the magnetoscope to this branch of inquiry, though this 
merit was partly claimed for others. " It would (says the editor of 
the HomcEopathia Times), be very difficult to overrate the im- 
portance of the magnetoscope. It is quite clear that Mr Kutter 
has not only invented the instrument, bat that he discovered the 
action upon it of small particles of matter, etc. But it is also 
clear that the full credit fs due to Dr Madden, of having immediately 
instituted an elaborate series of experiments to ascertwn the value 
of the instrument to homoeopathy in particular. He has bad the 
start, was the first on the course, and baa brought to the task quali- 
ties and attainments which admirably fit him to conduct and sys- 
tematise snch experiments," ^ A few pages fiirther on (p. 188), we 
are told, that ah'eady Dr Madden has " indefatigably and unremit^ 
tingly pursued, for near three months, daily investigations upon this 
point, which is so interesting and important to the homoepathists." 

The results of the experiments with the magnetoscope, instituted 
by Dr Madden, Dr Quin, and other homceopathists, were, as far as 
regarded homceopathy, various in tlieir kind and character ; but all of 
them of alleged great moment. I quote their three most important 
results from the British Journal of Ho77%ceopathy for October 1851, 
as laid down by Dr Madden in the following propositions : — 

i. " I can now render evident to the senseB tbe action of our reme- 
dies, even at tbe htghett poiaicka. 

II. " 1 can demonstrate pbysicall; the tmtb of the homisopathic 
law, [fimilia aimiUbM cmymtur] ; and, 

III. " I can prove tbe action of onr remedies to he, in a certain sense, 
totallj independent Oiquaatity." 

In October last, numerous experiments were made and shown by 
Dr Quin to the British Homoeopathic Society, and by Dr Madden 
to the Hahnemann Medical Society, in support of the truth of these 
propositions. It wonld be tedious to detail the minutiae of them as 
given in the reports of their published lectures. A few examples 
may suffice. 

' Homiropatkic Times for October 25, p. 183. 
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For iiistance, Dr Quin found that one globule of the SOth dilution 
of copper, or of the 30th or even 800th dilution of snlphur, when 
laid in the left hand of the operator, produced the reverse rotation 
of the pendulum of the magnetoscope ; a globule made from a 
30th or a 200th solution of zinc, sent the pendulum round ftom 
H to E of the dial-plate ; and when a globule of the 200th dilution 
of this metal was dissolved in an ounce of water, and a drop of the 
resulting solution placed in the hand, the same movement of the 
instrument followed ; while globules of digitalis, sundew, cayenne 
pepper, etc., when applied to the hand of the operator stopped the 
instrument. 

Again, Dr Madden showed publicly various similar experiments. 
On laying a globule of the 20th dilution of bryony in the palm of the 
left hand, he proved that a motion of the pendulum was produced in 
a line running N.W. ; globules of chalk sent the pendulum into a 
motion N. and S-; iodide of potass, N.E. ; muriate of ammonia, an 
oscillation in a long narrow ellipse lying N, and S., etc. etc. To 
avoid error in these and in his other " three months' " experi- 
ments, he tried, as he informs us, "the effects of pure sugar of 
milk and of unmedicated globules," and thus satisfied himself that 
the effects produced were dependent solely on the medicine.^ " Every 
remedy (he states) which I have yet tried, and they have been 
mineral, vegetable, and animal, manifestly affects the normal mag- 
netic currents now proved to exist in our bodies, and this effect is 
just as readily produced by globules of the 6th, 12th, and 30th po- 
tencies, as by the lowest trituration."" Dr Madden further proved 
to the Hahnemann Medical Society that doses far more minute 
and infinitesimal than those of Jenichen's, Rummell's, and Nunez's, 
and the possibility of the action of which upon the diseased body 
had been derided by most rational men, could, by the evidence 
of the magnetoscope, be proved to have a dhtinct and decided 
action even upon the healthy body of man. In the published report 
of the lecture it is, for instance, stated — " The power of Arsenic in 

■ Joarnal of Sonuxopaihy tor OctohtT, p. GTS. Iq experimenting with the Msg- 
netoicope, Dr Madden placed the liomceopathic globules " on the baok of hia left 
hand." Placing the globules on the tongue produced, however, he thought, more 
pennanent results ; (and hence, perhaps, placing them in the stomach itself smi 
more chronic effects). " I once (be ingennouelj tells as) tried putting the medicine 
on the tongne ; bat one globule of Sepia 12, altered the normal motion (of the 
Magnetoscope), and retAined it in its altered condition for rvLLY two hovbs ; so that 
it wM far too serioug a loss of time to proceed in that waj 1 " 
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Stopping the normal current was exhibited as well by a single glo- 
bule o£ the 40,000tli dilation as by a quantity of the first tritu- 
ration. Sulphur in substance, in the 30th dilution, and in the 
7,000th dilution, had equally the effect of reversing the natural 
current," ' 

Dr Madden's third " important " induction from his experiments 
(see preceding extract p. 124), — viz., that the action of homcBopathic 
doses and globules was independent of the quantitt of medidne 
which they contained, — was based upon the experiment last qnoted, 
and upon similar experiments with other drugs. He tells us that he 
found experimentally with the Magnetoscope, that globules of sul- 
phur, for instance, of different dilutions or strengths, or having very 
different quantities of the drug in their composition, all (when 
tested by the instrument), affected " the current equally rapidly, in 
precisely the same manner, and without any detectable difference of 
force." This resiolt was of course necessary to confirm the dogma 
of Hahnemann as to the action of medicines being independent of 
quantity, — provided they were given in doses "sufficiently minute, 
i.e., as small as possible" {Orgarum, p. 306). And accordingly, 
Dr Quin confirms this same result with his magnetoscope experi- 
ence. " The different experiments (he observes) which I have laid 
before you, and the many modifications which I have demonstrated 
to you various medicines have upon one another, illustrate, in a 
most remarkable and beautiful manner, the soundness and correct- 
ness of ONE of Hahnemann's discoveries, that the virtues of medi- 
cines do not depend upon the quantitt, in which they are prescribed. 
No sensible difference has as yet been detected between the efifect 
produced by a substance in a large dose, and the same substance in 
the minutest homoeopathic dose." — (Lecture, p. 182.) 

Dr Madden's Second published proposition, from his experiments 
with the magnetoscope, amounted to this — " I can demonstrate physi- 
cally (by it) the truth of the homoeopathic law {aimilia gimilibut 
curantur") (see antecedently, p. 124). He regards this actual ocular 

' Homaiopalhic Timei, October 25, 1B61, p. 16T. The 40,000th dilution of anenia 
said to be nsed in tbete experimenEs by Br Madden ii a luppositiooa amount of 
araenic which would be represented by a I f<dlowed bj 80,000 ciphers I The 
teit in which Una present essay is printed coataius on an sTerage about 2,000 
tetters in each page. To represent, then, tbe quantity of a grain of arsenic sup- 
posed to exist in a globule of tbe 40,000tb dilation, would require a 1 foUowed 
by 40 pages of dphers 1 
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exhibition of the homoeopathic law, by the e£^ct of a medicine upon 
a similar medicine, in magnetoscopic experiments, ae the most in- 
teresting of bis resalts. " But the most beautltul experiment (saya 
he) I have yet performed, is the rendering tibiSle homceopathic 
action." 

" For thu pnrpose (he obserres), I uruiged the following expcrimenti i — iBt, I 
tried caercnriuB in the asuai waj, aod found that it reTCnwd the Qonokl current ; 2d, 
I tested blimulh, and found that it likevise reversed the current. (TiiSSe two drugs 
had, conseqnentlj, a honxxopathic Or similar action On the magnetoscape) ; 3d, I 
tbengottbe operatorto touch the magoetoBcape, and set up the nonnal current; 
having done so, I placed some bitmnth Isi trit, on the back of hU left hand, which, aa 
formerly, reversed the current ; and then, vrith the current fnll; reversed, I placed 
on the same hand some mtrcvriia 3d dec Iril^ and the current at once became unateadj, 
and, within a minute, returned to its normal direction,— thus shoning (adds DrHad-' 
den) that two substances dissimilar to each other, but each equally capable of re- 



in his lecture to the Hahnemann Society, Dr Madden pro- 
ceeded even a step further, and with equal facility proved experi- 
mentally, by the magnetoscope, other matters important to homceo> 
pathic science, besides the three propositions or inductions previously 
-enunciated by him. For he showed experimentally to the Society, 
that the magnetoscope not only rendered visible the truth of the 
homceopathic law, similia similibus, but equally rendered viaihle also 
the falsity of one of the alleged allopathic laws, contraria etmtrariia 
curaniMT. I quote from the published report of the lecture : — 

"To illustrate (the report states) the prindple of mirdlia A'mtftfrtu, Dr Madden showed 
that, whilst arsenic and opinm aqiaratdy stopped the motion, when taken together Into 
the hand, the normal motion was immediately set up. Dr Madden then created much 
amusement, by eihiliiting what he called the principle of contraria contrarila. Bella- 
donaa and oantharis both cause an elliptical pendulum motion in the north-west 
direction ; but the one causes the direct motion, the other the reverse. When both 
were placed in the operator's hand, there was at first a long pause ; and, at length, 
after an apparently painfnl struggle of currents, resembling the eonvaleaceBee under 
allopathy, the normal current was feebly restored." — (Eomaopalhic Times for OeUAer 
25, p. 187.) 

In their so-called provings of drugs, the homceopathists, in their 
experiments, have always exhibited a marvellous power of finding 
that their iniinitesimal proving doses always produced the very effects 
which they theoretically and previously desired. They have shown 
exactly the same marvellous control over the provings of Hahne- 
mann's dogmas and tenete with the magnetoscope ; for-its incontro- 
vertible evidence at once decided the entire truth of other h(nnceo- 
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pathic (loctrineH, besides those already spedfied above. Thus wc 
have already seen (p. 45) that one of Hahnemann's mighty dls- 
coTeries and tenets was, that the medicinal action of drugs was not 
only wondrously augmented, bnt indefinitely increased, by TMTDBA- 
TiON.' Of course the magnetoscope also proved this. At his 
lecture to the Hahnemann Medical Society, to exhibit the efects of 
trituraiion, " Dr Madden took some untriturated Lycopodium into 
his hand, which had no influence on the pendtdum, but a portion of 
the same Lycopodiam in the first trituration prodnced an immediate 
effect." — {Homceopathie Times for October 26, p. 187.) The mag- 
netoscope confirmed also at once another of Hahnemann's great 
discoveries. 

" Hothing (s»jB Dt Quin) can be mare beautiful and more Mliaf&ctory than 
to vritoeaa the reaulta upon Mr Batter's uutrument of the experineoti with the 
AKTiDOTU to tarion» medicincB, indicmled by HahDemaiui in his woika. Our re- 
Tered muter, b; dint of long, patient, and pecseTeriag eiperiments apon the efiect 
of Taiiont medidaei upon the healthy bodj, diicorired a nniDber of antidote* to 
Bome of these medidnea, and in other inatancea, onlj to some of tha effbcu of 
each medicine experimented npon. In other instancea, he oorreoted many eiror« 
into which medical authars had fallen, with reap^ct to the powen of some anU- 
dotea. Mr Rntter*B instnunent corroborates in A« molt latu/actory and most beautifid 
manner the ezperimenta of HahnemanD." — (^HoraaiqiaMe 7ini«i, Notember I, IB9I, 
p.a04.) 

The preceding grand magnetoscopic discoveries relative to the 
tenets and truths of homteopathy, and the visible action of infinitesi- 
mal doses of drugs upon the living and healthy human body, were 
naturally proclaimed loudly by bomoeopathista everywhere, as well as 
at London and Brighton. Homceopathists at Liverpool, and else- 
where, showed the effects of the most refined homoeopathic globules 
upon the magnetoscope to their wondering and credulous patients 
and patrons. In Edinburgh, the discovery was spoken of by some 
as quite decisive of the fate and success of homoeopathy. A writer in 
Chamber^ Edinburgh Journal, described in an article of consider- 
able length, Dr Madden's magnetoscopic experiments with the 
homteopathic globules, etc., as experiments, the truth of which was 
" beyond suspicion." 

"It will beieenCaajshe) that this new branch of magoetology, though hereshown in 
mare or less connection with homceopathy, and with what has hitherto been known 

■ •• The derelopmeDt of power (in drags) by Bnccnauon and tritoration, Hahne- 
mann holds to be one of the greatest discoreiies of the age; by them the medicinal 
power may be ' potentised almost to infinity.'" — British Journal of Homaopalhy for 
1849, p. 444. 
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M animal magnetism, has do aecessory depeadance on these preacribed subjects ; 
neiUier are these fbe difficulties of proof, and tbe apparent openneas to frand, and 
the consequent disinclination of 0007 to experiment wbich attend the latter. The 
opponents of these systems are apt to regard STcrything which succeeds as a co11d> 
sion or an accident, and every failure aa a damnatory proof; and the repugnanee 
even to eiperlment is extreme. 

" Here the alndtint may aoqaaint himaelf with phenomena as cnrions, and, at first 
thought, as incredible as any that have aron»ed the indignant incrednlity of tbe wise. 
Jealous ftw tbe honour of the human intellect and tbe dignity of the established an> 
thoritiea — phenomena produced by the anassieted expeiimentor, counting In gross 
jnaterial movements, leavino ko rook fob delubiob mob illcsioh."— CAsmien' 
Journal, December 13, 1851, p. 377. 

" I have (says the President of the BritisL Homceopathic Society) 
witDessed several hundred experiments upon Mr Ruttei's instru- 
ment, and I have never found it vary once ; the same cause repeated, 
invariably produces the same effect. Try the instrument as you 
■will, it never errs ; it has all THE certainty of a mathemati- 
cal EQUATION." ' 

Hahnemann, in his works, repeatedly scolds and declaims against 
those allopathic practitioners, who quietly, but sceptically, refused 
all belief, either in his doctrines, or in his own strong asseverations 
of his so-called " facts." Thus, in one passage of his Organon, after 
duly upbraiding " the material ideas of common-place physicians,"— 
he exclaims — " their idle declamations must cease before the dicta of 
infallible experience I " ; and two pages farther on, he again re- 
iterates — " How unmeaning and ridiculous is mere theoretical 
scepticism, in opposition to this unerring, infallible, experimental 
proof '."—{Organon, p. 324 and 326.) 

Nothing, surely, in the way of " experimental proof," could 
possibly be stronger, — or at least, nothing of the kind could be stated 
in stronger terms, — than we find tbe evidence in favour of tbe sensible 
physical action of homoeopathic globules, as established by the 
magnetoscope, announced in the preceding extracts and observa- 
tions by some of Hahnemann's moat distinguished disciples. In 
these passages, they apply to the magnetoscopic evidence the very 
same strong and uncompromising language of assertion, which they 
have long been in the habit of applying to all other forms of so- 
called homceopathic evidence. In relation to the one as to the 
other, they profewedly appeal to " infallible experience," and " un- 

' Dr Quin'a Inaugural Lecture, in Ilomieopaihie Tinas for October 2H, 18,^1, p. 179. 
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erring experimental proof;" and, doubtlesaly, with equal truth in 
both instances ; hut not with equal success in both. It is difficult to 
show to some minds the utter fallacy of " anerring, in&llible, experi- 
mental proof," in relation to the practice of homceopathj in the treat- 
ment of disease, because vital actions (the powers of the via medka- 
trix, etc.) here come into play, and render the proof a matter of 
doubt at least, if not of difficulty. But the fallacy of " unerring, 
infallible, experimental proo^" in relation to the preceding questions 
regarding the magnetoscope, can be far more easily shown, because 
in this case vitality and its influence does not intervene to derange 
the evidence. On the contrary, that evidence is principally of a 
physical character, and consequently can be tried by the more sure 
and certain laws applicable to physical investigations ; — tests which 
we can never apply with the same incontrovertible clearness and 
certainty to vital investigations. 

The passages which I have cited in the previous pages fixim 
Drs Quin, Madden, etc., regarding the marvellous proofs in &vour 
of hom<%opathy, derivable from the revelations of the magnetoscope, 
were for the most part published during the autumnal months of 
the last year (1851). Thefirstweeksofwinter brought with them omi- 
nous clouds, which at first dimmed, and at last utterly darkened the 
bright prospects of the homceopathists. Immediately after Dr Mad- 
den's second lecture on the magnetoscope, in the London Hahne- 
mann Hospital, in the latter days of October, the " fifth act" began ; 
and in a few weeks the whole denouement of the comedy was complete. 
Before this period, it is true, some differences of opinion regarding 
the homceopathic revelations made by the magnetoscope had arisen. 
The instrument, according to Dr Quin, " never errs ; it has all the 
certainty of a mathematical equation." But, in experimenting 
with it upon homffiopathic drugs, Dr Madden and he got very dif- 
ferent results in testing the very same medicines with the magnetic 
indicator ; " the effects of twelve out of eixteen medicines recorded 
by Dr Quin, differing from those of the same medicines," when tested 
by Dr Madden. Dr Quin, however, had at hand a ready solution 
for explaining this apparent contradiction. It might be true, he 
allowed, that the magnetoscope did not give out the same indicar- 
tions with the same medicines, when tested by him and by Dr 
Madden ; but then, aubtileiy and calmly argued Dr Quin — Dr Mad- 
den has not yet been many years a homoeopathiat^ and can one 
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" depend (to use Dr Quin'a own words), upon his {Dr Madden' s) 
bfidy b^ng sufBciently free from lingering medicinal ef^ts, originat- 
ing before his conversion to homoeopathy t " ' And of course, accord- 
ing to this exquisite lo^c, the old allopathic state of Dr Madden's 
body varied and affected the magnetoscopic results.' 

A greater explosion, however, of all the magnetoscopic hopes of 
homoeopathists was in preparation, than any mere, though direct 
difference of results as obtained from it respectively by Dr Quin 
and Dr Madden. In the HomcBopathic Times for November 8, Dr 
Madden (who, according to previous evidence of the Times, pos- 
sessed *' qualities and attainments which admirably fit him to con- 
duct the magnetoscopic inqniry,)" pnblished a letter, cruelly blighting 
all the bright and brilliant hopes which he bad already excited in 
the horoceopathic world, relative to the hom<£opathic and other 
almost divine revelations of the magnetoscope ; and commencing his 
own process of retraction. 

" It is, I can asanre you (wrilea Dr Madden), no pleaaant datj which I hare mow 
to perform — Tii., to nuke kaown tlie fact that mj reoent experiments hare detecled 
« iDoet »erion» loarce of bllacj in all the preiions ones, and go far to show that it 
will be of Kttla or no real value to ob as demonstrating the action of horaisopBthic 
remedieB." — (Honueopathic Timu, NoTsmber S, p. 233.) 

A few weeks later, Dr Madden sent a retractation, if possible still 
more complete, to the British Journal of Homceopathy. 

' Hom/xopaOiie Tima, November I, p. SOI. 

> Tito or three of the more tinacrapulona and diaboneat practitioners of hom<BO- 
path; are alao in the habit of citing thia diaracteiiatic reason, as an argument for 
their crednloDJ patients not being Rl anbjects for the woodera of bomosopathie cures 
b; homceopalhic doses; or at least not fit till thej hare been ander their medical 
trefttment for a long course of time. It is difficult to lancj an; kind of charlatanry 
more dishonourable than this ; and it ia a trick to which I belioTe no honest hom<Eo- 
pathio phyuoian resorts. The so-called "proTinga" of medicine b; their own 
fonnder ia in itaelf a sufficient argument against thia mode of delusion ; for, in 
making theae "provinga," Hahnemann and his Mends, as we hate already seen, 
swallowed (see p. 70), in the flrat instance, in their ordinary medicinal doses, and for 
a length of time, many of the principal and moat potent remedies used by phygiolana. 
The " lingering medical effects " (to use Dr Qnin's language) of these reilentted 
cowsea of different " allopathio " drugs, in allopathic dosea, are stated by Hahne- 
mann hlnuelf, in the following terms, in his Orgiau)*: — " Enperience," says he, 
" shows that the organism of ^e experimenter beeomes, b; these frequent attacks on 
bis health, all the more expert in repelling all external influences inimical to bis 
frame, and all arU£dal and natural morbific noxions agents, and becomes more 
bari^encd to resist everything of an injurious character, by means of these moderate 
experiments ou bis own peraon with medicines. His health becomes more unalter. 
able ; he beoomea more robaat, aa all experience shows." — O^non, p. 327. 



DMz.d.yG00gIC 



132 STE BEQUIRED TO OCIDE 

" I rpgret (be itales) to laj that m; hopei of advantage to bom<Eopathj, ariiing 
from the rereUUDnB of the magnetoicope, have b«en much damped bj lie reanlta of 
larger eiperienoe of iti workingi. Up to the present time, T hare neiiier aeen aor 
heard of any txptrimenti which demonsuativelj prove the magnelJc nature of the 
movemeata of Ibe pendolam ; and having agcertAised that AU. tht vanotu mmmaitiitt 
can bt produced by EXTs>iifii.r sLioar TuLUSTABt MovxuBtrn on the part of the 
operator, and having moreover convinced rojeelf, and thoae who hare witnessed mj 
experiments, that in all the ordinary experiments with the magnetoBcope, noeon- 
soioDs movements on the part of the operator do take place, I have been coHBTOAUm) 
TO coNCLDDE that ID its present Condition the magnetoioope oannot be relied upon M 
a phj^ical test of the action of otir remediea." — (Journal of Homaopathy for Jannarj 
1852, p. 175.) 

After this complete, and, let me add, honest retractatioo by Dr 
Madden, regarding the entire fallacy of the sapposed homoeopathic 
marvels and revelations, which he and other disciples of Hahnemann 
at one time "felt certain" would result from "infallible, unerring, 
experimental proof" with the magnetoacope, it is perhaps unneces- 
saty to enquire, at any length, into the sources of error inherent in 
the instrument and in its construction. Let me merely state, that, 
as appears Irom a letter published by Dr Cowan of Reading (see 
Laneet for November 22), Mr Rutter was himself long liefore aware 
that if he tried to perform any of his " certain " experiments upon 
the magnetoscope with his '* eyet bandaged" then under such 
circumstances the experiments failed, and the instrument did not 
exhibit its own previous " invariable" indications. In other words, 
it was not the mere touch of the manipulator's hand that was the 
cause of the special gyrations of the pendulum, under special con- 
ditions or experiments ; bis ETB also (and consequently his mind) 
were indispensably necessary, in order that the alleged " invariable" 
result might occur. But the etb itself could have no influence 
upon the Magnetoscope or its pendulum, except by showing to the 
operator whether or not the pendulum was taking the direction 
which he expected his touch of the ball of the apparatus to produce, 
and by enabling him to regulate and guide the effect of that touch 
upon the instrument. In short, though it was at first urgently and 
expressly declared that it is evident that the " anticipated result 
is HOT an element in the experiments; " ' yet all the later observa- 
tions of Dr Madden and others have fully demonstrated that the 
anticipations of the manipulator have, on the contrary, everything 
to do with the results, and form the primary element in produdng 

' Dr Qoin, in Homiropathk TVraei for November I, 1851, p. 201. 
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these results. In other words, the results themselves, or indications 
oflFered by the pendulum, are all of them the effects, to use the lan- 
guage of Dr Madden, of " slight voluntary motions," — so slight as 
latterly to become " unconscious muscular movements," — in the 
fingers of the operator as he touches the instrument, his eye enabling 
him to do so, in such a way as to guide and correct the motions of 
the apparatus, so as to produce the old alleged "invariability" in 
the gyrations of the indicating pendulum ; — or (to express the facts 
more correctly) the state of expectant attention in the mind of the 
operator, involuntarily on his part, sets in action, as hb fingers 
touch the ball of the magnetoscope, muscular movements in his 
hand, calculate to produce the expected result in the instrument, — 
his eye supplying him with information, so as to enable him uncon- 
sciously to guide the gyrations of the pendulum, and produce any 
particular movement, or movements, of it across the dial, which 
were precalculated and fixed in his own thoughts.' 

"It was {observes Z>r Maddea in his first letter of retraclfttion) long ago pointed 
oat to Mr Ratter, and he baa lull; acknowledged the fact, that unless r/o« pay atten- 
tion to the pendithtm, no definite moTements take place. The idea occorred to me 
(bat poBublj tbis attention to the peodulnm drew o^ mj attention to mj own bodj, 
and that I might accordingly make uneomcioia muimlar movejnents, capable of infln- 
endng [be mflobiDe. I determined, therefore, to watch the pendulum, and attend to 
mj own Benaationa at the some time. I found, to mt/ ditmay, that when I reaolutelj 
deWmiined not to move mj body (or fiugere) in the slightest degree, no motiim of 
the pendulum Cook place when I held the instrument in the usual way." 

"I find (he oontiDaes) 1, That in the ordinaT} condidon of (he magnetoscope, art 
motion which it anticipated iSTASiiSWi takes place. S. If I apply merely the point of 
any of my Gngere to the brass ball, and wish for any motion to ocoar, it takes placa 
mmedialely, without my being conscious of any muscular motion on my part. 3. If 
a (homtsopatbic) medidne is put into my bands wSthoat my having any possible cine 
to its nature, the mationa no longer coincide with my Jormer ofisermaiotu ; so much so 
indeed, that of six medicines which have been tested in this way four Umes each, no 
one agreed more tban twice, and two of them gave different motions every time 
they were tested." — Dr Hodden's Letter in Homceopathic Times of November 8th. 

Dr Madden in the same letter fiirther shows, that the facility 
with which the ultimate result is produced upon the pendulum, by 
the finger of the manipulator primarily touching the brass ball of 

' On the marked effects of Attention and fixed Erpeclation on bodily oi^ans and 
movements, independently of volition or emotion, and even often in despite of 
volition, see an excellent chapter in Dr Holland's late work on " Menial Pbysiolt^y," 
and some clear and maatetly remarks by Dr Carpenler, in (he Medico- Chirargital 
Heview for July 1852, p. 223. 
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the macMac, dependa upon the mechanical construction of the 
machine itself, 

*'I uTBDged (he Mfttes) a series of eiperiineDti, from which it appeuB that wheo- 
ever k machiae a so constrocted m to admit of ib« greatest effect twing prodnced bjr 
the tmalleat amonnl of mechanical motion — (which is nnfortnnataly the case with Hr 
Sutler's instinment, it being, in fact, a compilation of three ISTfin act«d upon at the 
mott adrantftgeous point to ottoin the greatett affict from Iht tmalUrt effvriM), snob 
maobine will act perfecti; as a magnetoscope, even thoogh all Chs known lavs of 
induetioQ ue set at defiance in its conatniction ; whilej on the coutiarj, eyerj modi- 
flcsttion of the machine which incmiMs id iHjfOBiMTT.iiMrcases In tit tone pn^tortion 
Ui apparent Mut&ilt^ to the so-called magnetic currents. Under tbeae ofrcnmstanoeB, 
I feai'(ooatinues Di Uadden) we are bonnd to conclude that.Mr Butler's magnetoicope, 
in Its present form, is not applicM>le to experiments with hom<Bopathic remedies." 

I have already stated, that the follacies of tlie tnagnetoscope 
experiments and proofs, hegan to be seen immediately after Dr 
Madden's second lecture on the subject bad been giyon at the 
Hahnemann Hospital in the last days of October. And Dr Madden 
tells us he had been led to entertain some suspicions even before 
that painful exhibition by him of the powers of the Magneto- 
scope, to prove by philosophic " experimentation " the tenete of 
homoeopnthy, and disprove those of allopathy. After that night, at 
least, further " experimentation" of this kind with the Magnetoscope 
became difficult or impossible. For one of Dr Madden's audience, 
who, notwithstanding Dr Madden's arguments, still believed that 
*' all the movements of the pendulum were due to involuntary motion 
of the operator's hand," so far confirmed his opinions upon Dr Madden 
himself, by inducing him to make " various additional experiments" 
after the lecture, when the instrument gave oat the wrong responses, 
upon letters written by gentlemen and ladies, etc., being placed in Dr 
Madden's hand, and Dr Madden being kept in ignorance of the sex 
of the writer. In speaking of other experiments which he induced 
Dr Madden to perform afl«r lecture, this writer adds, that also — 

" SeTeral eipuiments were made with globules, the natnre of which was unknown 
to him (Dr Madden) ; bnt as the results were doubtful, and he was at the time not 
ool; in a state of eihaostian, but of pain, it would not be fair to dwell npon them." 

And in evidence of the rapidity with wliich mental states may 
unconsciously afect the muscles of the fingers and other parts, the 
same writer correctly observes, — 

" We lee hoariy illustrations of it in the ever-Tarying expressions of the hnnuui 
face—expressions produced, as is well known, b; involnntary and unconscious mni- 
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cuUr movements, which Mow with the most nuurellona rapidity and euutnew, idl 
the TariODS shades of thought and feeling." ' 

A *' Physician," Trritjng in the " Homoeopatbic Timea," who 
performed for himself a variety of magnetoscopic experimentB, tells 
us that the results of his investigations were as follow : — 

" I foond (otnsTTes he) that in wbaterer way mj hand vrae connected with the fO' 
Stniment, I ooold inrariably, by my will alone, almoat Inttantly cauae the pendnlmn 
to oadllate in as; i^ren direodon. It ie merely necMsary for me to think of any ipo- 
eial direction, or of a eewation of morement, and the pendnlom immedial«ly acta 
aocordin^y. The effort reqdTed to produce these resnlu la rery slight In tUs way 
the pendolnm can be cansed to move backwards and fonrards from the perMQ of 
ttie operatra'; or from ri^t ta left, and back ag^n; or in any direction between these 
twa onirenta; or eUiptically, or in a oircle, either 'normal' or ' revetM;' or lastly, it 
can be brooght to a dead stand. The moiementa may be rendered fainter or more 
marked at pleasure." — Honuxopalhic Timet, Norember S, p. 232. 

All the later experimenters who have published their results, have 
come to exactly the same conclusion as Dr Madden ; and some of 
them have adduced prools, even, if possible, still more certain and 
coacliudve than those which we have mentioned above. The Natural 
History Society of Torquay had the inetrument submitted to them. 
Their reporter tells us, that it entirely failed in its responses. And 
be points to this important ezperiment, that though — (as Dr Quin 
at least alleges)— it should manifest the presence of a dead fly in the 
hand of a man divided from the operator by a wire of copper Bve 
hundred feet long ; yet, when the hand of the operator himself was 
divided from the instrument by a short wire or chain (one end of 
thb wire or chain touching the ball of the magnetoscope, and the 
other held in his hand), no eflect' followed. But due effects most 
undoubtedly ought to have followed, if the motions of the instrument 
were not actually the result of the direct touching and manipulation 
of the ball by the fingers of the operator, and of the consequent 
guidance of the pendulum by that touch. 

With Dr Madden, and other homceopaths, the leading Enghsh 
homoeopathic periodical (the Jcmmal of Homceopathy) has publicly 
retracted its previously expressed belief in the importance of the 
" homoeopathic facts," capable of being revealed by the Magneto- 
scope. 

In the Number of that Journal for October 1851, Br Madden 

' Hommopathit Timu, Norember 8, 1851, p. 233, 



DMz.d.yG00gIC 



136 IIOU<EOPATHIC jovbnal's opixiok. 

inserted a letter, from which I have several times quoted, contain- 
ing a pretty fiill accoant of the results of his magnetoscropic experi- 
ments np to that date. The series of experiments in which Dr 
Madden is " at present occupied, thongh still incomplete, he con- 
siders (observe the Editors) of great importance to homccopathy, in 
whioh opinion we folly agree with him" — (p. 674). " We trust 
(it is again remarked in another Editorial note) that Dr Madden 
will pursue these investigations, which even in their present state 
are so interesting to the homoeopathist, and which we have no 
doubt will be productive of important results — (p. 676). 

But alas t by the time tbe next Number of the same Jonmal was 
published, three months subsequently, viz., in January 1852, matters 
had entirely altered in reference to this mighty investigation " of 
great importance" for homoeopathy ; the crisis had already arrived, 
and tbe babble had burst : Dr Madden had ftilly retracted, 
and the Editors of the Journal of Homeopathy had no course 
left bat to resile with him. Dr Madden (observe the Editors, 
p. 103) wrote a letter on tbe subject, which was inserted in 
the last number of this Jonmal. As things (th^ continue) have 
turned out, and indeed might have been foreseen, it is a thousand 
pities that letter was published, , . . Dr Madden baa ended 
in ^viiig the thing up. Like the unhappy Mayo, he finds the move- 
ments all prodnced by the play of his muscles, and then he rides 
off in a cloud of learned words, well calculated to darken counsel." 

After a variety of other observations, the Editors of the Homceo- 
pathic Journal observe : — 

" There h one tragie-comic circnnuUnce attendant oa the«e experiments, evem in 
tlie best of handg, which truupirea ag&ln and ttgtdu in the conree of this namtire. 
Not onl; does Hi Batter diicUim eTerjrthmg liks theory (the word Miignetoecope 
notwithituidiiig), but he tell* the reader grarelj, that the ezperimenU often r^ 
Thej often failed with himialf at BnL Some people caonot get ap the ciuteuta at 
atl| it wonld almoit appear. Bat then, practice brings perfeotion. It is not to be 
expected that a person who sees and takes hold of an ordinary tool for the first time, 
should be able to use it with the fadltt j acqnired bj long practice. Gits it a fair 
trial. Hair an hoar's practice will soiaetlineB do wonders. A few bOBTs will cer- 
tain!; bring ont sometiiiiig. If not, hare patieuoe. [' Try for a few minates at a 
time, three or fonr minales a-daj, and for leTerBl weeks in succession. This (mja Mr 
Batter) ii what I mean by a/nfr trial.' "—(P. IS of hia Pamphlet.)] " Doubtless (con- 
tinue the Editors of the Journal), thia is intended as a piece of frank pleading, but it 
is also strange nonsense. Sines all that the operator has to do iato (oncb tbe knob, to 
grasp it kindl; between his forefinger and thumb, perseTerance and effort are pnt out 
of the question. If there be any motiferous fluid in him, whether magneloid or odylic, 
it will run along the arm and down the (bread, whether he will or not. Otherwise, 
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all pretenaions to a pbysioal character in the «xp«rimeiit« mnat be giren over. . . . 
To adjure him to perseverance is to raocb him. . . . O Header of outs, say we, 
in there any need of farther refating these eiperimentadons ? " ' 

We believe there is no sach " need." But at the same time we 
belieye, also, with the author of a veiy able article on this subject 
in the Lancet for 15th November 1851, that the whole matter is one 
calculated, in relation to the effects and vagaries of humaD credu- 
lity, to teach all of us in unmistakeable language, a lesson " of 
great importance," viz., that " Globnlism b neither more nor less 
tnie than the wonders of this famous Instnunent ; the same intel- 
lects, dealing with similar evidence, have supported both the one and 
the other; and they have shown, at least to a demonstration, that they 
have reached the utmost confines of folly and dupedom, The whole 
evidence, if such a term may be prostituted in favour of their 
vaunted system, is of the same calibre, worthy of the aame trust, 
and having the same credibility as that brought to bear on the 
' new Magnetic Indicator.' ' 

And hence the reason why I have devoted so long a chapter 
to the history of this characteristic topic. 

' The author of thii article in the Bomeeopatku: Jimmal, ofi^ in conoloilon the 
following obaerrstioni r^arding an attempted remsdlation of the Magnetoacope 
bj M. Leger : — " It farther appears that a Dr Leger (a French gentleman, we pre- 
snme, probablj a cadet of the old hononred house, da Mmn, at this present moment 

in the "erj' highast honour at Faria), ia making a weeklj exhibition of the Magneto- 
Bcope at Hnngerford Hall ; and that, as a matter of conrae, to crowdaof good judges, 
doabtlesi the admiiiog pnpilg of Profeisor Anderaon of the North. This ia ae it 
should be, too ; for it restores the good old divining ring to its original bonoors. It 
places it in the right hand, before the right eyes ; and it is welcome to swing there 
in peace till doomsdaj."— (F. 107.) 
' Lanal for 1S51, p. 473. 
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CHAPTEil XIV. 

HUMAN CRBDULITT — ITS VAEI0U8 FORMS IN PAST AND 
PRESENT TIMES ; ANALOGIES IN THESE FORMS ; AS BE- 
TWEEN WITCHCRAFT AND HOMtBOPATHY IN REGAED TO 
SPIRITUAL INFLUENCES, TBAH8FORMATI0KS, DEFIANCE OP 
PHYSICAL LAWS, ETC. 

In the hutoiy of the human mi&d, few things are more interesting 
or more instructiTe than from time to tune to turn back and con- 
sider the so-called sciences and strange delusions in which our 
predecessors of former ages placed implitst belief. To as at the 
present day it seems almost incredible that men — and these oft«n 
the greatest and wisest men of their age — should have solemnly and 
veiy generally beHeved, for example, in the doctrines of Auguiy, 
of Astrology, of Alchemy, of Sorcery, etc., etc. 

Nor, in pursuit of the same Une of thought, is it less striking — 
thongh it is confessedly fiu: more humbling — to look aronnd at the 
present hoar, and consider for a moment the analogous living delusions 
that for a time are enjoying temporary repute and fashion among us^ 
but which, doubtlessly, will ultimately share the fate of the imiumer- 
able similar spurious "sciences" and "systems" which have preceded 
them. In this respect, the experience of the present time is only like 
the experience of all past time, proving, as it does, in too many 
an)} in too marked instances, the innate truth of Southey's observa- 
tion, that, naturally, "man is a dupeable animal, and quacks in 
medicine, quacks in religion, and quacks in poHtics, know this — 
and live upon the knowledge of it." It will certainly be difficult for 
our descendants to point to a more striking illustration of this re- 
mark in the nineteenth centnry than is to be found in the {iresent 
belief, or at least profession of belief, by some minds in that Vhich 
a modem critic has designated, " a system of medical quackery, 
more adapted to the era of the declining Greek and Roman civUisa^ 
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tion, than the culmination of the European," namely, homoDopathy; 
for, in various of ita tenets and doctrines, homceopathy stands per- 
- haps really unequalled in extravagance with any system of delusion 
that has, in any former times of ignorance and darkness, formed an 
object of human credulity and belief. 

Of all the delusions that have from time to time fixed the atten- 
tion and gmned the faith of mankind, witchcraft is most generally 
referred to hy modem authors as a strange and well-known example 
of an exploded science or creed, involving an amount of folly and 
credulity on the part of our forefetbers that now seems to us almost 
inconceivable. Indeed, the history of witchcraft is constantly alluded 
to as displaying an extent and extravagance of bnman belief, so 
glaring and monstrous in its details, that it is almost impossible to 
conceive that men, otherwise rational and intelligent, should have 
ever accorded credence to its alleged workings and wonders. Tet 
we know only too p^nfolly from the pages of history, that formerly 
witchcraft "numbered its victims by tens of thousands, and its 
votaries by millions," 

We always see, however, the faults and follies of others far more 
clearly than we can perceive our own. While we can easily appre- 
ciate the true character of those various delusions that have long 
passed and vanished, we are oflien enongh strangely and obstinately 
blind to the true character of the analogous delusions and so-called 
sciences by which we may ourselves be actually surrounded. Muiy 
disciples of homoeopathy of the present time, woold perhaps deem it 
derogatory to be regarded as not more rational in their creed and 
credulity than the now despised disciples of witchcraft of former times. 
Yet certainly such is only too truly the actual fact. The tenets of 
homoeopathy, as enunciated in the nineteenth century, may be 
dressed up in more modern and attractive phraseology than we find 
the tenets of witchcraft described in the accounts of it handed down 
to us firam the fifteenth or the sixteenth centuries. But, in reality, 
to any one who will consider the subject calmly and without pre- 
judice, the actual dogmas and delusions themselves which formerly 
constituted the creed of witchcraft, will not be found to exceed 
greatly, if indeed they exceed at all, iu singularity and incredibility, 
the actual dogmas and delusions which constitute the prevailing 
creed of Hahnemann and his followers. Let us take one or two of 
the more leading and prominent points in eacli creed as illustrations 
of this remark. 
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In relation to witchcraft, tliree of the main or principal doctrines 
entertained were, — First, that hnman beings who desired to be 
practitioners of witchcraft could always obtain, for their own use on 
earth, by special means and exorcisois, the aid and assistance of 
spiritual powers from the spiritual world; secondly, that those who 
obtained these powers could temporarily transform their own bodies, 
or the bodies of other men, into the shapes of different species of 
aiumals ; and thirdly, that the common laws of physics and gravity 
were set at nought by the practitioners of this science or art, in so 
far a^ they had the power of passing through small apertures, flying 
in the mi, or floating on the surface of water, etc. We have counter- 
parts, and more than counterparts, to these and other absurd tenets 
relative to the ancient science of witchcraft in the vaunted modern 
doctrines of homoeopathy. 

We have already made some quotations &om Hahnemann and 
others (see p. 23), as to the belief which he himself and his fol- 
lowers mfuntain, that by the multiplied triturations and succussions 
which they employ in the preparation of their remedies, they evoke 
" gpiritual medicinal powers" out of the crude substances or drugs 
which they thus treat. '^ The homoeopathic system of medicine," 
says Hahnemann, " develops for its use, to an unheard-of degree, 
the spiritual medicinal powers of the crude substances by means of 
a process peculiar to it." — {Organon, p. 315.) And in another 
passage of his Organon he teUs us, " that this spiritual power (of 
dnigs), capable of altering man's health, and hence of curing 
diseases, which lies hid in the inner nature of medidnes, is not of 
itself discoverable by us, in any way, by the mere effort of reasoning." 
— (P. 121.) "The homoeopathic remedies," says Broacke, "are 
■merely stripped of their bodies, of their matter, that the ' spirit' only 
may be employed." ' " I believe," says Dr Mure, the ' Apostle of 
homceopathy,' " that all substances in nature, even those regarded 
as most inert, possess the power of acting on the vital dynamism, 
because all contain a tpiritual principle, which they derive from 
God." ' 

In short, Hahnemann, and others of his school, have lud it down 

' Broftcke's " Homceop&thic OWrnUlons," qaoled in Dr Wood's " Sequel," p. 1 3. 

' Brltbb Joarnii] of HonuBopatbf, vol. vii. p. 535. Frofbtsor Flajbir hu left it 

on record, tbat Dr Horiel^ entertained this atraDge doctrine, tbat " every atom of 

Matter hu a loul," Plajfaii'u Works, Appendir, p. 73. Weld's llhlort/ o/lht Royal 
Society, rol. ii., p. 168. 
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as one of tlieir leading dogmas, that the continaed shakings and 
triturations which homceopatbists employ in the preparation of their 
dilutions, tinctures, etc., enabled them to separate and secnre a 
" spiritual medicinal power" from the drugs on which they operated. 
The believers in witchcraft of a former age fancied that, by exer- 
cising particular conjurations and forms of words, it was possible for 
man to obtain for bis use invidible spiritual sorceric powers, by the 
aid of which be could work at pleasure " weal or woe upon the bodies 
and minds of his fellow-men," The followers of Hahnemann of the 
present age in the same way fancy that, by exercising particular 
succussions and triturations, it is possible for man to obtain for his 
use (even out of matters supposed to be inert, as platinum, gold, 
charcoal), invisible spiritual medicitial powers, by the aid of which 
he can produce at pleasure the strangest efiects upon the bodies or 
minds of his fellow-men. In proof of these effects, let the reader 
turn again to the list of mental delusions and bodily afiections, which 
the homoeopathists allege to be produced by their drugs, and some 
of which we have quoted in the preceding pages.' 

la obtaining spiritual influences to lud them in their woi4:, the 
alleged capacity of the wizard and the homceopatbist differs, however, 
it is proper to remark, in one respect. The practitioner of homoeo- 
pathy evokes by triturations, succussions, etc., his " spiritual" powers, 
principles, or influences, out ofmaterial bodies, as house-salt, charcoal, 
oyster^hells, etc. ; and then subsequently chains these powers down 
agEun for his use into material forms, dissolving them to form his 
tinctures, or compounding them with sugar of milk to form bis 
globules, etc. The practitioner of witchcraft, on the contrary, evoked 
his *' spiritual" powers, principles, or influences, from the world of 
disembodied spirits, or out of the spiritual and not out of the material 
world. But he was supposed also to have the power, like the 
homoeopathist, of converting them subsequently into corporeal shapes, 
and, like him, of retaining them for his use under corporeal forms. 
Thus Reginald Scott, one of the most learned writers on witchcraft in 
the 17th century, sums up the established part of the old doctrine of 
that science, relative to this part, and relative to the powers and 
practice of witches, in the following formula : — " And now, forsooth, 
(says be,) it is brought to this point, that all devils which were wont 

' See, for example, p. 7S, 77 ; p. T! aai 73 ; and foot-notes, p. 30, and p. 
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to be ipirituat may at their (the witches') pleasure become corporeal, 
and show themselves familUr to witches and conjurers, and to none 
other; and by them only may be made tame, and kept in a Box."' 
It is onnecessary to state farther how perfectly analogous this is {Box 
and all included) to the opinion and practice of Hahnemann and his 
followers regarding the spiritual medicinal influences whlcli they 
believe they can " develop " (to use their own term), and with which, 
forsooth, they imagine they can perform such wonderful effects on 
man. 

The witch-burners of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
believed that witchcraft bestowed the property of animal tranefor- 
mations'upon its votaries ; and that those possessed of the required 
influence, had the power of appearing in the form of hares, wolves, 
cats, etc. But modem homceopathy has seriously and solemnly 
taught transformations far more marvellous. For Hahnemann 
and his strict followers in the itch doctrine (see page 34) so 
far virtually uphold that the itch insect {Acaru* Scahid), or its 
miasm, may appear both in the human mind and human body 
nnder the shape, attributes, and forms of many, many diflferent 
species of disease ; as Mania and Mumps, Hypochondriasis and Hy^- 
teiia, Cancer and Cramps, Convulsions and Calculus, Asthma and 
Amaurosis, Dropsy and Deafness, Rickets and Bleeding from the 
nose, Palsy and Pains of innumerable kinds, etc., etc, ; besides all 
which, it is this same insect which is the indirect or direct cause, 
according to Mr Everest, of Atheism, Bigotry, the Crusades, Mor- 
monism, Agapemone, and a thonsand other Sins and Crimes. (See, 
antecedently, p. 25). And the prevalent idea of the old witch- 
finders, detecting by peculiar witch-marks on the bodies of the 
accused, the infallible presence of " the markings of Satan," was 
surely not a whit more ridiculous and truthless than the modem 
idea of Hahnemann and his disciples, detecting by its peculiar signs 
in a hundred diflerent chronic diseases, the infallible presence of the 
miasm of the Acarus Scabiei ; or in other words, the astounding evo- 
lutions and escapades of that unhappy and mischievous insect, the 
feats and freaks of this microscopic entomological "spirit of evil." 

According to the doctrines -of witchcraft, the possessed had so far 
some of the simplest and the best established laws of physics set 

' Scotl'B Discorerj of Witohcraft. Letter to Sir Roger Msnnwood, p. 3, 
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aside in their persons. For they could float on the sorfiice of water, 
or sail in sieves, or fly through the air, and were not heavy enongh 
to oatweigh the church Bible. In the same way, according to the 
doctrines of homceopathy, some of the simplest and beat established 
laws of physics are set aside in the creed of Hahnemann and his 
followers. For the medicinal power of a drug is not influenced by 
the amount of the dose ; or the curative effect of a medicine does not 
depend upon the physical quantity, bulk, or amount of it which is 
given. Nay, "the less material the medicine becomes the more 
efficacious it proves," to use the language of a homoeopathic disciple. 
Those living under the power of witchcraft could in a great measure 
set at defiance the effect of mere physical weight or gravitation 
as they travelled through the world ; those living under the power 
of bomceopatfay believe that they can in a great measure set at 
defiance the effects of mere physical quantity in the drugs which 
they swallow, and hence they obtain — they aver — the same cura- 
tive result in proper cases, whether they employ the 100th or the 
1,000,000th part of the " medicinal spiritual power" of a grain of 
a drug (as sulphur, quinine, etc.) ; or give it in doses only of a 
1,DOO,000,0(X),00(^000,000,OOC^OOO,000,000,000,000,000,000,OW,0(»,000,000,00^ 
of a grain ; or use it, as " a large number" do, in doses of, 

10^000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,00(^000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000th ■ 

part of a grain. In the history of witchcraft, nothing perhaps could 
be found taxing human credulity to the extent that Hahnemann 
taxed it when he alleged that, in the cure of all diseases, " the 

1 The long rtring of figures in the text aignifiea ocdj the 100th dilotloii, one of the 
LEAST of the higli dilatione uied b; those homceopathietg who emploj theie potenclea. 
For these high dilatioas range op to tlie 200lh, SOOtfa, lOOOth, 2000th, etc. Bat to 
represent one of the last of these dilotione would require mare ciphers than our 
printer's fount possesses. We bsve siread; stated at page 56, that aocording to the 
evidence of one of the editors of the Homaopathic Joarnol, he had found, in a tooi 
thiongh CiennaDj in 1850, that " t large number of practitioners " of hoDKBopath; of 
that countiy were " staunch adherents of the high potencies." And the; have 
followers among the homoeopstbic practitioners in this conntr;. I was latel; informed 
bj a London homceopathic druggist, that one of the most foshjonable and suecessfal 
practitioners in that utj Irequentlj used drugs in their 200th dilution in his prescrip- 
tions and practice. Tq represent the 200th diluUon of a grain such as this practi- 
tioner employs, would require a 1 followed by 400 ciphers, or double the number of 
those used by ns in the four lines of figures in the text. 
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best dose " is the swallowing, or smelling rather, of a decillionth, or 
1.0«),O0O,(W,OO0,(K»,O(K),(K»,O0O,O0O,OCM),OOI^O0O,000,0OO,O0l>,O0O,O0O,OTO,000,0W 
of a. grain ; — or, in other words, the awallowing, or smelling only, 
(see antecedently, p. 61) of a diy globule of sugar formerly dipped 
in adropout of an ocean, millions and millions and millions of times 
larger than all the oceans of the earth, and medicated by only one 
single gi'^n of the appropriate drug being duly dissolved in this 
enormona sea. 

Some modern disciples of homceopathy have endeavoured to 
ai^ue for the truth of their so-called science, from the mere number 
of credulous people whom they allege to believe in it, or who could 
be brought to testify in its favour. If such an argument were 
worth aught, witchcrafl should be greatly more true than homoeo- 
pathy, since millions more have believed in the one than in the 
other ; and the alleged wonders of witchcraft were judicially attested 
by &r more numerous witnesses than have ever been casually ad- 
duced in favour of any of the alleged wonders of homoeopathy. 
The belief in witchcraft was not only fai^ more general, but it was 
prolonged in its duration ; leading, during its prevalence, to results 
which it is now fearfiil to contemplate. " Europe," observes Dr Mac- 
kay, " for a period of two centunes and a half, brooded upon the 
idea, not only that parted spirits walked the earth to meddle in the 
affairs of men, but that men had power to summon evil spirits to 
their old to work woe upon their fellows. France, Italy, Ger- 
many, England, Scotland, and the far north, successively ran mad 
npon this subject. Thousands upon thousands of unhappy persons 
fell victims to this cruel and absurd delusion. In many cities of 
Germany, the average number of executions for this pretended 
crime, was sitt hundred annually, or two every day."' Nor were 
the belief, and the effects of the belief, less marked in Scotland 
and* England. In speaking of its prevalence in England, Dr 
Zachary Gray informs us that, " he himself perused a list of three 
thousand witches who were executed in the time of the Long 
Parliament alone. During the iirst eighty years of the seventeenth 
century, the number executed has been estimated at five hundred 
annually, making the frightful total of forty thousand.'" " Upon a 
very moderate calculation it is presumed that, from the passing of 

' PopnW Delusion, »ol. ii. p. 102. ' Ibid. p. 141. 
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the Act of Queen Mary till the accession of James to the throne 
of England, the average number of executions for witchcraft in 
Scotland, a period of thirty-nine years, was two hundred annually, 
or seventeen thousand altogether." ^ 

The belief in witchcraft affected society far more deeply than ever 
homceopathy has done, or is ever at all likely to do. On the Conti- 
nent, it found enthusiastic disciples among Popes and Kings, Princes 
and Priests; and, infact, the populations" of whole kingdoms ardently 
adopted it. In England there were sincere believers in it from that 
toyal writer on demonology, King James, down to the most venerable 
judge npon the judicial bench, Sir Matthew Hale, and that most in- 
telligent of English physicians, Sir Thomas Browne. " The highest 
ranks," says Dr Mackay, " shared and encouraged the delusion." ■ As 
in most other analogous delusions, women were among its most enthu- 
siastic votaries ; and too often its victims. The wise King James 
offers as his royal explanation (whether correctly or not we may not 
disloyally inquire) why there were twenty women devoted to the 
practice of witchcraft for every one man, that " as that sexe is frailer 
than man is, so is it (the female sex) easier to be entrapped in these 
grosse snares." But the principal promoters of the belief in witch- 
craft, as in moat other analogous deltisions and quackeries, proved 
to be the clergy. Thus, in one of the last witch trials in Scotland 
(and which resulted in the burning of five poor women at Paisley, 
upon the false and foolish accnaation of a child of eleven years of 
age), Law specially tells us that, among the persons chiefly to blame 
for this fearful judicial murder, were "certain ministers of too much 
forwardness and absurd credulity," The nature of the clerical 
education is perhaps the reason of this discreditable characteristic ; 
but be the explanation what it may, it proves only too true still, 
that (like witchcraft, sorcery, etc., in olden times) mesmerism, 
clairvoyance, homceopathy, and the like delusions of modem times, 
have in various parts of the kingdom their principal or sole 
supporters in the clergymen of the district, to the frequent loss of 
their own proper and legitimate clerical influence with rational and 
sound minds in tiie successful discbarge of those far higher duties 

' PopuUi DelnsloD, »ol. ii. p. 135. 

' " There was not," sajs Dr Henry, when treating of our manners in the fifteenth 
eBnCniy, " there waa not a man then in England who entertained the least ilonbt of 
the reality of Sorcery, Necromsiioy, and other diabolical niU."^ffutori/ of Great 
Brilam, vol. ii. p. 543. 
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and far- mightier truths which have been entrnsted to their special 
teaching and care. 

Many homoeopathists, however, argae, that medical men ooght to 
leave out of view all secondary considerations connected with homoeo- 
pathy ; — ^thej ought to drop out of sight, Hahnemann's doctrine of 
itch miasm as the cause of " sevenroighths of all chronic diseases'*— 
his doctrine of infinitesimal doses — bis doctrine of spiritual medicinai 
influences, etc. etc., as mere subsidiary articles in the homteopatbic 
creed, and articles to which all his followers do not implicitly sub- 
scribe ; and fiirther, they aver that^ in considering the value and 
character of homoeopathy, physiciaDs ought to look alone to Kabn&- 
mann's one grand discovery and great ruling tenet or dogma, limiUa 
nmilibm cwantur, " like is cured by like," as the sole vital part of 
his peculiar medical system. Thus, to quote Dr Scott, one of the 
most learned of the homoBopathic writers, " the essential characteristic 
of the homoeopathic school is singly and simply the adoption of a law 
of treatment applicable to ALL forma of diteaae, expressed by the 
words, SIHILIA. 91MIUBU8 CUEANTUR ; this," he adds, "we conceive 
to be the whole distinctive creed." ' 

In the remaining chapters, therefore, we will prindpally confine 
our attention to this so-called law, and consider the grounds upon 
which Hahnemann averred its truth, as fonnded on analogy, and on 
the method pnrsned by nature in her own snccessful cures of diseases ; 
the extent of similarity which Hahnemann required for its Mfilment ; 
the effects on medical practice and theory to which this doctrine 
of iimilia eimil^us curantur tends to lead ; whether this averred uni- 
versal law of therapeutics is not disproved by considering the eflocts 
of onr best known remedies upon some of onr best known diseases, etc. 
Before doing so, let me merely observe, in concluding the present 
chapter, that, even in relation to this fundamental law of aimiUa 
aimiUlmSf the modem theory and practice of homoeopathy finds again 
in thb, as in th^ instances' which I have already cited, its " gimilaT" 

' British Jaama] of HoiiKeopsth; for 1860, p. 289. 

' " Witches themselTea (obserret Lord Bftcon) &re imaginatiTe, and believe often- 
limSBtbejdo ihat which thej do not." It is perhaps anperflnoiu to remark bow siaotl? 
Lord Bacon's remark applies to hom<£opathists. Nor is a late obserTation by Dr 
Msjo, upon one of the roarrele in the hisior; of the pnetitioners of witchcraft, less 
true in reference to die btetory of the praotitionere of homiBopatiir. "T^smarrelin 
witchcraft (sajB Dr Mayo], is the beUef entertained by the sorcerers and witches them- 
selves of its reoiiij. That many of those pereoQs, shrewd and unprincipled, should. 
have pretended an implicit belief in tbeir art, is only what is occanonally done in 
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in the aacient practice and science of witchcraft. For when the olden 
practitioners of witchcraft wished to influence a person, they always 
formed, as is well known, an artificial likeness or image {simile) of the 
special individual whom they wished to remove or destroy ; just a^ the 
prwent practitioners of homoeopathy declare that they always form in 
the system an artificial likeness or Image (simile) of the special dis- 
ease which they wish to remove or destroy. " The way (says Bal- 
grave) which the witches usually take for to afflict man or beaste in 
this kind, is done by Image or Model, made in the liJcemst of that 
man or beaste they intend to work mischief upon." I And by injur- 
ing with pins, needles, fire, or otherwise, any part or organ of this 
image, as the limh, liver, etc., tlie same part or organ in the devoted 
individual was supposed to suffer correspondingly; — a kind of belief 
in nmilia eimilibua delmtur as old as the days of Ovid ; — 



modem timn. Bat Ihu thej should, u it is proved hy some of their contieseians pre- 
viously to azecntJon, heTe b«en their own dupes, and have entorbuned no doabt vhat- 
soerer of the reality of theii interconrae with the devil, is snrpii^g enongh."^ 
Puptdar Sapersdtiom, p. 131. 

1 Astrological Practice of Phyaick, p. 89. See alio King Jamea' Dremonology, 
Book ii., Chap. G, etc etc. Sach imagee were also used for medical pnrposes by the 
exorciati. Thus Piizumus adviues a wax image or simile of the patieAt, to be made 
by the pbymcian, and the organ or part in the image to be burnt, nhich corresponds 
to the diseased organ or part in the invalid ; believing that the destraotion of tiie 
diseased part in the image will secure the destruction of the disease la the aane part 
of the invalid. — See the EnBhiriditia ExorcUticvm, p. M. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

ON THE LAW OF HOM(BOPATHT AS EXHIBITED BY NATURS 
IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD, AND IN THE CURATIVE EFFECTS 
OF SIMH.AR DISEASES UPON EACH OTHER i HAHNEMANN'S 
ILLUSTRATIONS FROM SMALL-POX AND MEASLES ; EXPOSI- 
TION OF THESE ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Medical men are often roandly blamed by the partisans of parti- 
cular systems of medical charlatanry, for not bestowing upon the 
particular system or systems, which these partisans happen to patro- 
nise, an appropriate share of study and consideration. But the task 
would he as endless — as useless — if the legitimate physician had to lay 
aside his legitimate studies in order to take time to direct his atten- 
tioa to every form of temporary charlatanry that chanced to spring 
up. As justly might it he argued, that the clergyman is blameable 
for not laying aside his Bible and ecclesiastical duties, and bestowing 
npon the innumerable forms of reli^ous creeds and alleged revelations 
that at present prevail in the world, or that may from time to time 
be propounded, the degree of study and consideration which the 
favourers of each of these special delusions may deem necessary. 
" Have you ever looked into homceopathy t — have you ever read 
Hahnemann's Organon? — said an eminent divine to an equally 
eminent physician. ' No ; ' replied the physician, ' and let me ask 
you, in return, if you have read the Mormon Bible t' The clergy- 
man, of course, answered in the negative ; and his medical Iriend 
said to him veiy properly, * When you take the trouble to exsCmine 
Joe Smith's Bible, I will take the trouble to examine Hahnemann's 
Organon.' " ^ 

The " Organon " of Hahnemann, the work alluded to in the above 
anecdote, is, as I have said in a preceding page (p. 2), " the prin- 
cipal and standard work on the subject " of homoeopathy ; and hence 

' Dr Hooker's Phrsician and Pttienl, p. 215, 
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it is the volame to which, throughout the present essay, I have 
principally referred when citing the standard opinions of Haline- 
mann. Dr Dadgeon, of London, in publishing in 1849 an English 
translation of the laat edition of it, prefaces the book by announcing 
it as, " The immortal work that contains the full exposition of 
that glorious and beneficent system of medicine — homosopathy," 
" Every page of it," he states, " abounds in profound and original 
thought ;" and the bst or fifth German edition, the one which, as I 
have said, -he translated, from which we have always quoted in this 
essay, " contains the principles of his doctrine in their most perfect 
and matured state" 

' In this work, HaKnemann, amongst other namerous matters and 
tenets, explains some of the foundations upon which he bases hia 
" unerring law" of homceopathy similia similibus curaniur. One of 
these foundations, if it may be called so, consists of analogical evi-i 
dence from phenomena in the physical and moral world. A 
second, and far more important foundation, consists in the allegan 
tion, that homceopathy is the mode of cure which Nature herself 
follows in the successful treatment of diseases. Let us consider 
briefly the statements which he makes under each of these heads : — 



1. Analoffical evidence in favow of HotmeopaOiy from the study of 



** A weaker dynamic affection is (says Hahnemann) permanently 
extinguished in the living organism by a stronger one, if the latter, 
whilst differing in kind, is similar to the former in its manifestations." 

" Tbna (HahoemaaD ndds) uv cured both physical affections and moral mnladies, 
Hon is it that in the early dawn the brilliant Jujuter Tanishes from the gate of 
the beholder f By a stronger, very Bimilar, power acting on his optic nerre — the 
brighlnesB of approaching day I In sltnatiang replete with foetid odonis, wherewith 
Uit omal to soothe effectnatly the offended olfactorjnerresf WithsnnfF, that affecte 
the sense of unell in a similar, but Btrooger, manner '. Mo mosio, no sngored cake, 
which act on the nerves of other seases, can care this nanaea caused by the disgust- 
ing odour. How does the warrior cunningly banish the piteons criea of him whQ 
runs tbe gannllet from the ears of the compassionate bystanders f By the shrill notes 
of the fife, commingled with the roUof thenoisydruml And the distant roar of the 
enemy's cannon, that inspires his army with fearf By the mimic tbnader of tbe big 
drum I For neither the one nor the other would Che distribntion of a brilliant piece 
of uniform, nor a reprimand to tbe regiment, suffice. In like manner, monming an4 
sorrow will be effaced from the mind, bj tbe acooont of another and still greater 
canse for sorrow happeoing to another, even though it be a mere fiction. The iignri- 
out consequences of too great joy will be removed by drinking coffee, which produces 
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an eicelsivelj jojoai etaw of wind- Nalions, lika the GermaoB, who h»ve for ceo- 
tnriel been giadDaltj imking deeper uid deeper in Boolless apatbj uai degrading 
serfdom, must first be trodden Htill deeper in the diut bj the Weslem Conqneror, 
nntil tbeir Bitnaliona became intolerable ; their mean opinTon of themsetres was 
therebj OTerstiained and remoTed ; tbej again become alive to (heir ^dignKf aa 
men, and Iheii, fur the first tiEDS, they raised tbeir heads as Germans." — (^Orgaium, 
p. 126.) 

It is diffictiU to comment, with due gravity, apon reasoning so 
rampant and ridiculoaa aa the above ; and yet some of the more easily 
deluded of the disciples of Habnetnann, not only look apon these 
analc^cal proo& of the truth of homoeopathy as very philosophic, 
but dte them ivith earnest eagerness as evidence to that effect. But 
to what does this analogical reasoning amount t Its intense innate 
folly may perhaps be best seen by simply adducing a specimen of the 
conclusions to which such hom<£Opathic physics would lead. If there 
is any truth in Hahnemann's allegations, it necessarily follows, as 
pointed ont by Dr Cunie, " That when the eye is pained by gazing at 
a glittering object or a bright artificial light, we have but to gaxe 
upwards for a while at the snn in order to relieve the suSeriug 
organ of vision. When offended with disagreeable emaiiations, we 
have but to cause a sufficient quantity of sulphuretted hydrogen to 
be eliminated to remove all annoyance of the kind ; and when alarm 
is caused by the firing of a pistol, it will be at once removed by firing 
off a piece of ordnance. The idea of military drams being intended to 
drown the roar of the artillery, and thereby prevent the soldiers from 
getting frightened, is a capital illustration of Hahnemann's reason* 
ing as to cause and effect. The next illustration argues only a de- 
moniacal mind, if it be given as the result of experience ; extreme 
ignorance of the phenomena of mind, if only a theory. Traly there 
must be great hope for the poor oppressed sons of Africa, if there 
be any shadow of foundation for the last of these illustrations of the 
litcidum per obtcurum," ' 

But it is, I believe, quit« needless to dwell upon these indefen- 
sible analo^es of Hahnemann in favour of bonueopathy. The more 
rational among his own admirers and followers confess them to 
be simply ridiculous. " We may," observes an editorial critic, in 
one of the last Numbers of the " British HomoEsopathic Journal," 
"we may, and do admit, that almost all the anafo^Vs Hahnemann has 
adduced, in illustration of his therapeutic principle, from the phy- 

' Dublin Quartorij Journal, TOl. i., 184fi, p. 193. 
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sical and moral world, are unhappy. We Lave ere now frequency 
exposed their fellacy." — (British Journal of Homceopathy for 1852, 

The other aUegation of Hahnemann, that the principle of aimilia 
simHibus curantur is the curative principle which Nature herself 
follows in her own occasional successful treatment of diseases, is a 
proposdtion, the importance of which demands for it a more length- 
ened examination. 



2. Alleged evidence in favour of Homwopathy from the study of thi 
mode in which satuRE removes the Diseases of the body by the 
curative agency of other SIUILAB diseases. 

In various parts of hts "Organon," Hahnemann anxionsly at- 
tempts to show that the law of homoeopathy (simiUa similibus cur- 
antur) is the law of cure which Nature herself follows when she is 
sacceBsfiil in removing one disease hy the occurrence of another. 
In other words, Hahnemann roundly and repeatedly avers, that the 
alleged universal law of cure which he supposed he bad discovered 
— " like is cured by like" — was a law exemplified by Nature in her 
curative removal of one similar disease by the supervention of another. 
He earnestly insists upon this pathological or rather therapeutical 
point as a natural groundwork, and great argument for the tmth of 
his supposed universal law of artificial cure. Speaking of the alleged 
cure or removal of a previous disease in the body by the accidental 
supervention of any similar disease, he observes, " We can point to 
some beautiful hom<Bopathic cures effected by this lucky concur- 
rence, all so many incontbovebtible proofe of the great, the sola 
therapentic law of nature that obtains in them — cure by similarity of 
symptoms."^ "When two ^mi^r diseases (as he again states it) meet 
together in the same body, that is to say, when to the disease already 
present a stronger similar one is added, we see how a cure caw he 
effected by the operations of Nature, and wo get a lesson as to how 
we ought to cure ; " ^ for the physician is in this way taught " what 
kind of artificial morbific potency (or medicine) he ought to choose, in 
order to cure in a sure, rapid, and permanent manner, agreeably to 
the process th at takes place in nature." ^ " ALL (he avers) the rapid 
and perfect cures that Nature ever performed, were always effected by 

' Organon, p. 153. ' lb., p. US. ' lb,, p, 151. 



DMz.d.yG00gIC 



152 dOks shall-pox bshote cow-pox? 

the supervention npon the old diBease of one of a eimilar character." * 
And hence he ai^es elsewhere, that "for this mode of procedure 
(by homoaopathy) we have the example of unfettered Nature 
BEBSELF, when to an old disease tliere is added a new one similar 
to the first, whereby the one is rapidly and for ever annihilated and 
cured."* 

Klsewhera he syatematises the same proportion into the following 
broad and sweeping statement : — " Intabiablt (says Hahnemann) 
and in everycase, do two diseases, differing certsunly in kind, but very 
eimilar in their phenomena and efifects, and in the sufferings and 
symptoms they severally produce, annihilate one anotheb, when- 
ever they meet in the organism ; the stronger disease, namely, anni- 
hilates the weaker." ° 

" I might (alleges Hahnemann) adduce many examples of diseases 
which, in the course of Nature, have been homoeopathically cured 
by other diseases with similar symptoms;" but, as he wishes only 
" to speak about something determinate and indubitable," he " con- 
fines " his illustration of the preceding tenet — regarding the invari- 
able annihilation of one similar disease by the supervention of another 
— to adducing the curative effects of two diseases, Small-^x and 
measles, upon other similar affections. It would be nooght but a 
waste of time and patience to expose and refute aU the triding and 
irrelevant examples which Hahnemann gives in supposed illus- 
tration of the homoeopathic curative effects of these two diseases. 
But let us consider one or two of his own most podtive and prominent 
examples. And I take first, the example upon which he and other 
horn oeopa this ts hare, I believe, principally insisted as an illustration 
of the " invaTiable," " eternal law of nature" that a stronger similar 
disease annihilates a weaker. This alleged example is the following, 
viz. : — that small-pox (as a remedy) will, byits similarity of symptoms, 
immediately remove cow-pox (aa a disease) when either artificially or 
accidentally the small-pox (as a homceopathic remedy) attacks the 
body at the time it is affected with the cow-pox (as a disease). 

Hahnemann states this homoeopathic curative effect of small-pox 
apon the similar affection cow-pox, in the following words: — 

" Smallpox coming on after vaccination, as well on account of its 
greater strength aa its great similarity, IMMEDIATELY EBMOVB8 EN- 
liKELT the Covf-poai homoeopathically, and does not permit it to come 

OrgMion, p. 165. ' lb., ITS. 5 lb., p. 145. 
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to maturUj/ ; bttt, on the other hand^ the Cow-pox wken near matwriiy 
does, on account of 'Ue aveai similarity/, homwopaHiically diminish 
vertf muck the mpervening SmaUr^ox, and make it much milder, as 
Muhry (in Mobert Willan, on " VaceinMion"^) and many dthers 
testify." ' ... 

Now, let us inquire what d^rree of truth there is in this alleged 
illastration by Hahnemauu of the " invariable" homceopathic law 
of the gimilia similibus curantur, as taken from the effects of one 
similar disease open the removal of another similar disease ; and 
whether this is, as he styles it, " the only therapeutic law coaaonaiit 
to nature." 



Aad, first, let me observe, that in the above paragraph Hahnt 
refers as his authority to Miihry in " Dr Willan on VaccinatJon." 
In the celebrated work of Willan, to which Hahnemann refers, I do 
not find the name of Dr Miihry.* And, on the other hand, the 
facts and deductions, in Dr Willan's work, are totally and flatly op- 
posed to the alleged illustration of homoeopathy from that work, as 
stated in the first part of Hahnemann's paragraph. 

Secondly, The latter or concluding half of the preceding para- 
graph of Hahnemann's, contiuns reference to a circomstance which 
bears little or indeed nothing npoa the question at issue, and 
therefore scarcely deserves consideration. Mr Bryce, of Edinburgh, 
long ago showed that after a person was vaccinated, and the cow- 
pox vesicle was developed as far as the fifth or sixth day, if the 
other arm of that same person were then vaccinated, this second 
vaccine vesicle ran its course very rapidly, so aa to terminate at, 
Or nearly at the same time as that upon the other arm ; and the 
original idea of this " tesf^ock" in cow-pox inoculation was derived 



' Orgwjon, p. 148. 
' ' Aa other eicampies of homcsopathic elites b; attacks of alnill-pox of previoiulj 
-existing Mffltforaffeaiions, Ha^nemum adduceBfromantbora'siDglecaHeiiortheremaval 
of ophthalmia, amaurosis, deafness and dyspmieB, swelling of the t«iiticU, and djsenterjr 
bj natural or ianocalaled Tariola. In a subsequent chapler,«eshallbave occasion lo 
consider whether these are reaUj true exaraples of the " great, sole therapeutic law of 
Kature — cure by timilariq of symptoms." 

' It is, hoveTer, possible, that tfaoagh Muhrj's name does oat occnr in the Ens' 
, lish edition of WilUn'H work, it ma; be fonnd in connection with translations of the 
work into French or German. I am not aware nhetlier tliis etsay of Willan was 
ever translated into any of tbese languages. 
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by Mr Bryce from seeing s^d~ei<»ilu' phenomena in small-pox 
inoculation. In the same way, when a person has a cow-pox vesicle 
npon the arm several days old, and small-pox appears, the small-pox 
is, in a similar manner, diminished in its intensity and hurried on 
in its course. And M. Bosquet has pointed out that the same is 
sometimes seen when the patient, after having the small-pox broken 
out, is vaccinated, the cow-pox in such a case, when it holds, run- 
ning the short course of the test-pock of Mr Bryce. Id other words, 
a person constitutionally affected with cow-pox, from the vemcle upon 
his arm having progressed so far as to affect the system, baa already 
his economy so changed by it, as to diminish the intenuty of ^ther 
cow-pox or of smal^>ox, if either of these be set in action at that 
tune in the body, Thb reflex Hnd of action, however, of the disease 
(cow-pox) upon tbe remedy (small-pox), or of small-^x upon 
cow-pox, has no bearing upon the homceopathic question of the 
alleged extincdon or annihilation of the cow-pox by the smaU-pox. 
For,— 

TTtirdli/, It is the first p(u:t of Hahnemann's paragraph that 
is specially important as an illustration of Hahnemann's supposed 
" eternal, infallible law," that a weaker disease is permanently 
annihilated in the living body, by a stronger disease, provided 
the second, or stronger disease, is bimilab to the first but weaktr in 
its manifestations and symptoms. " Hence (says be) sma11-^X 
coming on afler vaccination, as well on account of its greater strength 
as its great similarity, ihhbdiatelt behotes bnti&elt the 
cow-pox homoeopatbically, and does not permit it to come to 
maturity.'" 

The author, Dr Willan, to whose work we have found Hahnemann 
in the preceding paragraph so imprudently referring, is, it will be 
univerMlly granted, perhaps the very greatest authority that could be 
adduced upon any point connected with emptive diseases. But, as I 
have already fainted, Willan states the matter very differently indeed 
from Hahnemann, and very diferently from what Hahnemann's " in- 
variable" law requires. As early as the year 1800, Dr Willan laid 
'down the following propositions, as the result of his observations 
regarding the artificial inoculation, at or nearly at the same time, 
of the same person with small-pox and cow-pox, — a proceeding 

I Organon, p. 1*8. 
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whicb, let me remark in passing, was often adopted for various 
reasons, wIieD cow-pox inoculation was first introduced. 

1. " That when a person was inoculated with vaccine and variolous 
matter about the name time, both inoculations proved elective ; for the 
VACCINB VESICLE PBOOEEDED TO ITS ACME in the U9ual number of 
days, and the maturation of the variolous pustule was attended with 
a pnstular eruption on the skin. 

S. " That these efiecta took place, without much variation, in all 
cases where the interval between the two inoculations did not exceed 
a week; bnt, 

3. " That when variolous matter was inserted on the ninth daj after 
the vaccine inoculation, its action seemed to be wholly precluded," 
(the system b«ng now sufficiently fortified against it by the due 
protecting effects of cow-pox).^ 

The result of several years' further observations on this point, led 
Dr Willan to conclude that, " The variolous and vaccine virus inocu- 
lated at the same time restrain the operation of each other on the 
body, and somewhat alter the form of the pustules or vesicles, leitA- 
OMi effecting any change in the qualities of the flnid they contain," 
or preventing each going on to maturation. And to prove that the 
two diseases can and do go on in the constitution at the same time, 
to fill! maturation, he adds, " that fluid taken from the vaccine vesicle 
on the arm of a person affected with the variolous fever and eruption, 
and inserted into the arm of another person by a clean lancet, pro- 
duced the vaccine disease alone ; " while in the same cases the vario- 
lous pustules were also capable by inoculation of communicating 
fimall-^x to those into whose skin the matter from those pustules 
was inoculated.* In other words, the two diseases, small-pox and 
cow-pox, continue to progress t(^ether in the same constitution ; 
and, consequently, Dr Willan did NOT, as Hahnemann avers, find 
it true that small-pox coming on after vaccination, " immediately 
removes entirely the cow-pox homoeopathically, and does not permit 
it to come to maturity," Dr Willan found the very contrary to be 
the fact.' 

' Dr Willan on Vaccine InoeulBtion, p. 3. ' IWiIt p. 6. 
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Dr Willan gives a drawing and notice of a case of the conjnDc- 
tioD of smalli-pox and cow-pox upon the same individual, which ia 
peculiarly interesting, as bearing npon the homoeopathic hiw. He 
represents in his work, Plate I^ Fig^ 3, the arm of a boy who had 
b^n inoculated with variolous matter so long as ten days before vac- 
cination. The vaccine vesicle progressed, and is represented of full 
size ; and within the border of one. side of the vaccine vesicle is a 
small-pox pustule, which rose an maturated in that unmual posi- 
tion. Matter taken from this enclosed small-pox pnstnle communi- 
cated, Dr Willan further states, the small-pox; while the matter 
taken &om the vaccine portion of the vesicle, coinmunicated the 
cow-pox, showing that the vaccinia had also maturated.. The draw- 
ing of this case, as published by Dr Willan, is in itself a strong pic- 
torial protest against the truth of the great " unerring intallihle law" 
of homoeopathy. For it represents not only the amall-pox unable 
to overcome and annihilate (as it homceopathically ou^Af to do) the 
cow-pox upon the same individual ; . but it shows it to be unable to 
do so even when the small-pox pustule is developed in the very same 
portion of skin as the cow-pox pustule. " Invariably," says Hahne- 
mann, "and in every case, do two diseases, differing certainly in 
kind, but Very similar in their phenomena and effects, annihilate one 
another whenever they meet together in the organbm ; because the 
stronger morbific potency, when it appears, does, on account of its 
similarity of action, involve exactly the same parts of the 
organism that were hitherto affected by the weaker morbid irritation, 
which consequently can no longer influence the system, but is ex- 
tinguished ; or (in other words) because, whenever the vital force, 
dM^nged by the primary disease, is attacked by the new, very 
similar, but stronger, dynamic morbific potency, it therefore remains 
affected by the latter alone, whereby the former similar, but 
weaker disease, must, as a mere dynamic power without material 
substratum, cease to exercise any further morbid influence on the 
vital force, consequently it mast cease to exist."^ In the instance 
to which I refer, the small-pox, or stronger morbific power, as 
Hahnemann declares it to be, did not extinguish the weaker mor- 
bific power of the cow-pox, even though situated in the 'same struc- 
ture, and though developed in identically and precisely the same 
limited spot of skin as the disease, which, homceopattiically, it ought 
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at once to have entirely reinoTed and annihilated. It would be dif- 
ficult, I believe, or impossible, to devise or suggest a patholo^cal 
experiment of a more crucial character than this case of Willan's 
accidentally affords, to determine and fix the truth or truthlessness 
of the homceopathic law, similia, timilihus curantur. And the evidence 
which the case offers in direct and deliberate contradiction of that 
law, is too conclusive and too convincing to require any more length- 
ened comment. 

Since Willan's time, cases of the simultaneous existence of small- 
pox and cow-pox have not been seen so frequently, because small- 
pox is not now spread by inoculation. At the present day the 
inoculation q£ small-pox is prohibited by law in England. But num- 
bers of cases have been recorded of the inoculated cow-pox, and 
accidental small-pox, going on simultaneously upon the Cutaneous 
surface of the same patient; and most practitioners have seen such 



M. jjegendre has collected, from various authorities, above fifty, 
and Clerault above one hundred, cases of the simultaneous appear- 
ance of those two diseases. The phenomena are more various than 
under the combination of inoculated small-pox and cow-pox ; for the 
state of the system during the stage of incubation, in accidental or 
spontaneous small-pox, appears sometimes to modify and influ- 
ence the result. But the most severe or "strongest" form of 
-accidental small-pox, if it supervene upon cow-pox, does not, as a 
general rule, remove or annihilate the latter. When the small- 
pox ie . even of the moat fatal type, still it does not " remove," 
" annihilate," or indeed interfere at all, with the progress of the vac* 
cine pustule. In an epidemic at Marseilles in 1828, sixteen persons 
died, all affected with co-existent cow-pox and small-pox." A case has 
l>een reported by Bichard, of the small-pox proving fatal at the time 
when the cow-pox pustille was in fiiU course, vaccination having been 
performed eight days previously. The same author reports another 
case, in which he observed, as had been often remark^ before, the 
two eruptions progress side by side unmodified by each other (les 
deux eruptions ont march^ a cot£ I'une de I'autre dans la meilleure 
intelligence, et de la maniere le plus heureuse).' 

M. Bosquet, the latest, and perhaps the highest, French authority 
on the subjects of cow-pox and amall-pox, states, as the r^nlt of much 



1 NonTMu Traite de la Vaccine «t i]esEiaptioiisyarioleaaeg(iS46), p. 3DS. 
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Btudy of thb subject, that the facts recorded by others, and observed 
by himself, seem to sliow, — 1. That when small-pox and cow-pox 
appear together on the body at the same time, or within two or three 
days of each other, each follows its own natural progress, un- 
modified by the other ; and that, whether the cow-pox or small-pox 
first appears. 2. That the case is different when either of these 
two eruptions has a longer period of precedence of the other, for then 
the disease which appears last, whether the small-pox or cow-pox, is 
modified and abridged in its course ; whilst the affection, which had 
first broken oat, does not undergo the least deviation from its normal 
form and duration (la plus avanc^ conserve tous ses avantages et 
finit k son heure ordinaire, sans ^pronver le moindre derangement ni 
dans sa forme, ni dans sa dur^, p. 218).' 

These facts, regarding the mutual infiuence of small-pox and cow- 
pox, and their concurrence on the bodyof fhe same patient, are utterly 
opposed to, and subversive of, Hahnemann's inferences. For what 
Hahnemann averred to be " intariablt" true — and what the neces- 
sities of his alleged law, aimxUa timilUiua evrantur, required to be inva- 
riably true, — is not true ; the "stronger disease" (small-pox) does not, 
as he mEuntained, annihilate the " weak^ disease" (cow-^)ox) when 
the small-pox comes on after vaccination. It does HOT "immediately 
remove enfiretythe cow-pox," as he averred; and generally it does not 
even interfere at all with the progress and maturationof cow-pox, when 
it comes on after it. And more, the very authority, Dr Willan, to 
whose work Hahnemann unscrupulously refers his credulous readers 
in support of his views, gives fiicts and conclusions most fiatly and 
avowedly contradictory of these very views. 

But turning from such apocryphal homceopatluc effects of SmalU 
pox, let us consider the alleged homoeopa^c e^ct of the other dis* 
ease which Hahnemann adduces in illustration, viz., MeaeUa. The 

' Ths same aathoritj gives the following general coDclmionB : — " Coalen- 
tona.noiu de rem&rquer ici que, dons ces Bortea d'inSiieiice de la vaccine sur U 
variole et de la variole aar la vacu^ne, il n'; a riea de direct, Hen d'actif, rien de 
special ; c'eal la suite, c'eat la coni^aence de la propri^t^ qa'elles out de se Buppl^r, 
de Be subelitaer I'luie a I'aaire. La vacdne n'arret^ pM la variole, c'eit la variola 
qal s'aTrete derant la vaccine ; el reciproqneinent, U variole oe tranche pas brosque- 
ment le coucs de la vaccine c'est la vaccine qui s'lnterrompt en face de la variole. 
C'cBt nn droit de jn-eaiaaee; et cela est si vrai, que plus elles s'eloigneiit, pluB prompte- 
ment elles Be donnent I'exoliiMoa ; plus elles se rapprochcnl, plus ellea ont de liberty 
et d'iodfpeDdsnce." — Boequet, p. S19- 
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first and principal illaetration which he gives of the homoeopathic 
therapeatic ef^t of measles is as follows ; — 

" T}ie Measles (says he) bears a strong resemblance in Hie character 
of its fever and cough to the Hooping-cough, and hence it was that 
Boaquillon noticed, in an epidemic where botli these affections prevailed, 
ikat many children who ihen took Measles re^nained free from Hooping- 
cough during that epidemic. They would all have been protected from, 
and rendered incapable of, being infected by ike Hooping-cough in that 
and all subsequent epidemics, by the Measles, if the Hooping-cough 
were not a disease thai lias only a partial similarity to the Measles ; 
that is to say, if it had also a cutaTteom eruption similar to what the 
latter possesses. As it is, however, the Measles can bid preserve a large 
number from Hooping-cough, and that only in the epidemic prevailing 
at the time." ' 

In reference to the above grave and strong statement, let me 
firstohserve,thatevery physician,' and many a nurae and mother, can 
bear ample testimony, from their own experience, to the fact that the 
previous occurrence of measles does not prevent an attack of hooping- 
cough ; not even when they prevail epidemically, as they some- 
times do, in the same locality at the same time. But Hahnemann 
adduces as his authority for the truth of his assertion, the evidence 
of a distinguished French physician, Bosquillon, the translator of 
the woi^ of Cullen. Unfortunately, however, for Hahnemann's 

' OrganoD, p. 150. 

■ Manj of oar medical writera mBntioD the fact incidentally. Thus tha most 
learned of modem authora, Dr Copland, tella ni, in hia "Dictionary of Medicine, "that 
Hooplng-congb or "pertmrii, in Mther an epidemic or sporadic form, particnlarlj tlie 
fonner, aometimea follows rapidl; upoD Measles. Ocouionall; (he adds) it appean 
duiiDg oODvaleacence from that complaint" (toI. ii. p. S3T.) DearaelUs, in his 
Treatise on Hooping- Cough, obserTei, " II n'est pas rare de rair la roageole, la 
scarlatine, et m£me la variola ae manitSster pendant le coura de la CoquclDche, on 
etre snlviea de oette maladic."— (TVaifa de la CbgvaiiaU, p. 170.) One of our best 
modem aathoritlet on the dlaeaaea of obildren, Dr Weat^ tielieTea an attack of tlie 
one diaease prediapoaes to, instead of preventa, an attack of the other. " My belief 
(obaerTM Dr Weat) is, that (he occurrence of any one of these diseases (hooping' 
CDogh, measles, and ahicken-pox) dniing the epidemic pravalence of another, in- 
creases the UabSit;/ of the child to bcoMue affocted by that wbitA la epidemic ; and 
that an exacerbation of the ferer of booping-congb, and tha appeartnca of more 
aerioDB illness than the local symptoms account for, ia very likely to he doe to the 
approach either of measlea oi chicken-pox." — Diteatet of Infom^ and Childkood, p. 
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^■e^acity, the anthor lie thus refers to as his authority in the matter 
(exactly as in the preceding case of Willam), does not state what 
Hahnemann alleges he states. Bosquillon's remark is to the follow- 
ing efiect :— 

"La nature de la conUgion qui proJolt la CoqnelDchr, est incoDBae. Od a ob- 
»erT& que }ea Roageoles ^pld^nlqaeg pr&^oient aooTont cette maladie. D'oil I'on 
pOHToit cToire qa'elle a, de mSine que la matiere de la Boogeole, une Ulraciion par- 
ticnliere avec leg glandes maqaeiues, et qne ces deux maladies ont qoelqn' affinity. 
Elle« sont oependaot ind^pendantea I'una de I'antFe, et la contagion eit diff^rente; 
car on a to beuucoup de persoDoea qui avaient it4 attaqa^ de la Bougeolf, £>iier la 
Coquelocbe, et d'aulres gagoer cede derniere qaoiqn' ellea euuent en autrefotii la 
Bongeole; c« qni proure qne la g^n^ration da la matiere morfaifiqae rarie dani cea 
deox maladiea." 

For these observations of Bosquillon, taken from his French 
Edition of Cullen's Practice of Medicine — at the part and chapter 
referred to in a foot-note by Hahnemann — (viz., "Part II. 1-3, 
chap, vii,"), I am indebted to my late fiiend Dr William Thom- 
son, Professor of the Practice of P^sic in the University of Glasgow, 
to whom I applied, knowing that he had a copy of Bosquillon's 
Cullen in his possession. As to Hahnemaim's tactics in this 
instance, I beg to give simply the comments on them contained 
in the letter from Dr Thomson, which enclosed the preceding 
extract. 

" I have copied (says Dr Thomson) the passage from Bosquillon's 
notes to Cullen to which you refer, on the back of Hahnemann's 
strange gloss of it, which yon sent to me. A perusal of it will 
satisfy yon that the text and the commentary are as far apart as 
east from west. Many people, says Bosquillon, have first measles 
and afterwards hooping-cough, which seems to indicate some con- 
nection between the two diseases ; but as many who take measles 
have not hooping-cough afterwards, and many take hooping-cough 
after a considerable interval of time since they had measles, it 
would appear that the connection is not so close as from the first 
set of eases referred to, might be inferred. So far from supposing 
any preventive power, Bosquillon thought there was some ground 
for thinking that measles prepares the way for hooping-cough, and 
that that preparatory influence is exercised through the mucous 
glands," "I have frirther compared (adds Dr Thomson) Bos- 
quillon's own note with the German translation, and they 
quite correspond ; so that there is no loophole for escape in that 
direction." 
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The preceding instances of cure of similar diseases by small-pox 
and measles are, observes Hahnemann, " all so many incOKteOVEB- 
TIBLE PROOFS of the great, the sole therapeutic law of nature that 
obtains in them : Cure hy mnilarity of symptoins. By (such) in- 
stances (he continues) this therapeutic law is rendered obviona to 
ALL intelligent minds," ^ 

On the contrary, the preceding illustrations will, I believe, be 
deemed by all intelligent minds quite sufficient, without further 
comment, to show the utter groundlessness of the leading special 
data derived from the cure of diseases by natnre, upon which Hah> 
nemann, in the body of his *' Organon," professedly grounds his law 
oi rnnilia similibus curantur; and at the same time they too sadly 
illustrate the utter recklessness with which he could quietly pervert 
the facts recorded in medicine when such an alteration was necessary 
for the purpose of homoeopathy. 

For here we find him daringly making facts out of books to 
ground and base his "in&Uible and unerring" homoeopathic law 
upon ; and that too with even less hesitation and scrupulosity than 
we have already, in a preceding chapter, found some of his modem 
disciples making facts out of the magnetoscope with the view of 
proving by them visibly, the truth of the same Jaw. 

" They drew aside the veil, and where they were taught to expect 
a mystery, they discerned a fraud." Such is the motto, from Robert 
Hall, which Mr Brodribb has affixed to a late pamphlet on 
Homoeopathy. And though the language is strong, it applies, I 
fear, only too truly to such painful disclosures as we have given in 
the present chapter on Hahnemanmsm. 

' OrgaaDO, p. 163. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

AMOUNT OF SIMILARITY REQUIEED BY THE HOMCEOPATHIC 
LAW ( CONTRADICTION OP THE LAW IN HAHNEMANN'S OWN 
INSTANCES ; SUCCEEDS WHEN IT SHOULD FAIL ; FAILS WHEN 
IT SHOULD SUCCEED. 

" Can yon doubt," writea a Reverend defender of homceopathy, 
'' whose hand it was that etamped creation with the indelible words, 
lih ewes like ?' "The law of God ( says he) comes out in bold relief, 
* Like shall be cured by Like.' "' 

In accordance with this divine law (as others besides Mr Everest 
have irreverently termed it), a weaker disease ought always to be 
perfectly and permanently extinguished in the living organism by a 
supervening stronger disease, which, whilst diifering in kind, was mmi- 
lar to the first or pre-existing disease in its manifestations or symptoms. 
Hahnemann has adduced in his Organon several individual examples 
to demonstrate this alleged homoeopathic law. Fortunately these 
instances adduced by Hahnemann, are not examples of diseases 
removed by the use of so-called similar medicines ; for, then, the 
mere fiict of the medicines being at all &imilar in their symptoms to 
the disease, might have admitted of grave doubt and dispute, since, 
as we have already seen in chapter X., the alleged " provinga " of 
the medicines themselves are in general too ambiguous and fonnda- 
tionless in their characters to admit of any reasoning being founded 
upon them. The examples, however, which he gives of weaker 
diseases being removed, in accordance with the fimdamental homoeo- 
pathic law, by the supervention of other stronger but similar 
diseases, afibrds a form of evidence admitting of for more satisikctory 
examination ; and more particularly when these diseases happen to 
be visible affections, like the cutaneous eruptions. We have ex- 
amined at some length, in the last chapter, the two principal 

■ Letter to Dr Cormsck, by tfae Rev. T, R. Erereet, 21. 



;d by Google 



AMOUNT OF SIHILASITT NOT DEFINED, 163 

instances which Hahnemann has himself sheeted and adduced &om 
Nature to prove that 'homoeopathy, or the principle of ximilia 
aimilibus curantur, is " a mode of cure founded on an eternal and 
infallible law of Nature." These two alleged iastances and proofe 
of this law, viz., an attack of small-pox immediately and entirely 
removing cow-pox, and measles being prevented hy hooping-cough, 
are, as we have seen in the last chapter, mere assertions and not 
lacts ; — his own selected instances, when properly investigated, 
affording the strongest evidence against the truth of his alleged 
" eternal law" instead of affording the required evidence in favour 
of its truth. In the present chapter let us view the subject irom 
another point, and inqnire whether this alleged great " infallible law" 
of cure by similarity, may or may not he fiirtber equally disproved 
hy considering the amount of similarity required for its success in 
some instances, and leading to its want of success in other examples. 
In laying down the therapeutic law, similia eimilibue curantur, as 
a general, or rather an universal, law of cure, Hahnemann has 
omitted, as far as I know, to offer us anywhere a definition of the 
exact d^ree m: kind, or amount of similarity, which he deemed 
requisite, in order that his law may be practically and successfiilly 
fulfilled ; nor has he, on the other hand, anywhere estimated the 
degree of want of mmilarity that would lead to its &ilure. We 
know &om various parts of his writings, that he maintained, that the 
remedy and the disease should not be the same in their symptoms.' 
For he denied the ieopathic law of Lnz, " equalia equaliius cv3- 
antur." But while he maintEuned that the symptoms of the remedial 
agent should be ^milar to, though not identical with, those of the 
disease, he has not laid down how few or how many of the 
symptoms of the original disease the homceopathic curative agent 
^ould possess, in order that a cure might be accomplished. He 
has, however, repeatedly and forcibly stated it in the Organon as his 
dominant proposition on the subject, that the artificial symptoms ex- 
cited by the remedy slioold not only be "gtmt^j',"^but consist of "an 
accurate similarity of symptoms"* be " tiie most similar possible," * 
tar "as similar as possible"^ to those of the natural disease. "In 
order," says he, that " the artificial diseases producible by medicines, 
may effect a cure, it is before all things requisite, that they should 

) Lener Writings, p. 708, etc. ' See Organon, pp. 100, and 108. 

*Ib. p. 137. " Similar; beat If very rimilsr." — SeehisLegMt Writinga, p. 705. 
• lb. p. 330. ' lb. p. 133. 
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be capable of prodndng in tbe bumitn bod^ vn artijicial disease AS 
snuLAB AS POSaiBLB to the disease to be cored, in order, by means 
of this similarity, conjoined with the somewhat greater strength, to 
substitute themselves for the natural morbid affection, and thereby 
deprive the latter of all influence upon the vital force."' And he 
states, that in order to find among remedial agents one '* corres- 
ponding by similarity to the disease to be cured, the more strildng, 
singular, micommon, and peculiar characteristic signs and symptoms 
of the case of disease (under treatment) are chiefly and almost solely 
to be kept in view ; for it is more particularly these, that very nmilar 
ones in the list of symptoms of the medicine sought for must cor- 
respond to, in order to constitute that medicine the most suitable fear 
efiecting the cure."* For the homteopathic mode of treatment, as he 
elsewhere declares it, is that " in which there is employed for the 
totality of tbe symptoms of the natural disease, a medicine capable 
of producing the most siuilab stmftohs possible in the healthy 
individual."* 

Let us examine by the hght of Hahnemann's own law, as thus 
declared in his own language, whether the instances which he 
himself adduces in favour of this law in the Organon, are truly in 
any degree in favour of the doctrine, simUia similibua curantur; or 
whether they are not, on the contrary, altogether subversive of it. 
And in doing this, let us take again, as in the last chapter, the very 
instances which he himself selects and adduces in the course of his 
Organon, as showing and proving, in the operations of Nature, the 
law of similia eimilihtts curantur ; instances, namely, of Natm^ 
curing a pre-existing disease by the curative substitution or super- 
vention of another similar disease. For, to use his own words, *' All 
the rapid and perfect cures which Nature ever performed, were 
alwa,ys effected by the supervention upon the old disease of one of 
a similar character."* 

' See OrganoD, p. 133. • lb. p. 234. ' lb. 175. 

' Organon, p. 165. Some of the similaritieB upon which heexpluna cores homifo- 
pathicslly, b; ths aation of medicines, are perhaps still stranger and wilder than those 
noUced in the text as cnrea hom«eopathical1/ b; the action o! diseases upon each other. 
In some of Babnemonn'sown examples, the supposed "wniilarit; (saysDr BashnaD)is 
taken to exist between the ratdbe of the substance employed and some product of 
the digeue treated ; as when we <u« told how < a &ttj discharge from the inteitine 
was cured by olife oil ;' ot betweeo the haub of the agent and the complaint, as in 
cuea where ' the application of eold water to the bod; has cured cholera, because 
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When discussing the curative effects of Measles in removing pre- 
existing diseases by its alleged similarity of symptoms to these 
pre-existing diseasea, Hahnemann (besides adducing the erroneous 
instance which we have examined in the last chapter, of measles 
curing or preventing hooping-cough), brings forward, in addition, as 
an illustration of the same homoeopathic action in the same disease, 
the following examples : — 

" If," says he, " the Measles come in contact with a disease re- 
sembhng it in its chief symptom, the eruption, it can indisputably re- 
move and effect a homceopathic cure of the latter. Thus, a chronic 
herpetic eruption was entirely and permanently (homoeopathically) 
cured by the breaking out of the measles, as Kortum observed. An 
excessively btuning miliary rash on the face, neck, and arms, that 
had lasted six years, and was aggravated by every change of 
weather, under the inflaence of measles, assumed the form of a 
swelling of the surface of the skin ; after the measles had run its 
course, the rash was cured and retnmed no more.'" 

Now, perhaps it is impossible to find any two diseases more dis- 
similar from measles, than chronic herpes and miliaria. There are 
many species of disease marked by eruptions on the skin, more or 
less distinct and different from each other.* But perhaps no one 
disease, presenting a cntaneons eruption, is more different and dis- 
tinct from all other cutaneous diseases than measles is from herpes 
and miliaria. Any similarity existing between them, consists 
merely in these three several affections being marked by an erup- 
tion on the same structure — the akin ; but each of these eruptions 
differs most distinctly and specifically from the others. It would, in 
feet, be as legitimate and philosophical to aver that a salmon or a 



the mr&ce of the body in that diseaae is cold f* Yet eTon Hahnemann himself 
would confess, that the object of thus momentarily applying cold is to prodocs re- 
AcUan, aceompanied by heat and not cold. The ' medicinal diseaM,' then, or in 
vulgar pariance, the effect sought to be attained, is heat, not cold, — a curious iUnetra- 
tion of sUnilarity." — Homoaipathy and the Honvxopatha, p. 105. 

' Organon, p. 150. 

> In pToponnding his aTenneota regarding similitudes in this and other instances, 
as that measles is " IVix " to chronic herpes and miliaria, etc, etc, Hahnemann evi- 
dently eonnts on an amount of faith and flexibility on the part of his subserrient 
disdples quite equal, at least, to that of Folonina : — " Do you see yonder cloud that 's 
almost in shape of a camel ? " "By the mass, and it in Uke a camel, indeed I " 
" Methinks, it is like a weasel." " It is backed like a weasel." "Othkei, whale ? " 
« Vbbt LiKR a whale"— iTarafcl, Act HI, 
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partridge had a " similarity " to the leopard, because, like the 
leopard, it was marked also by spots upon its surface, as it is to aver 
that chronic herpes and miliaria have a similarity to measles, be- 
cause they have each of them a cutaneous eruption as a symptom. 
" A single one of the symptoms present is no, more the disease than 
a single foot (orfinger) is the man himself" (p. 114.) And measles 
is truly in every respect a disease as "dissimilar as possible" 
to the instances of herpes and miliaria, which Hahnemann averred 
the measles cured in consequence of the similarity of the measles 
to them. The two cases of herpes and miliaria adduced by Hahne- 
mann were chronic affections, produced (according at least to his 
own doctrine) by suppressed or liuking itch ; and they were runniug 
an undefined course, having already existed for years. On th^ other 
hand, measles is an acute disease, always running a defined course, 
and coming to a fixed and certain termination. Measles is a specific 
form of fever and a conta^ous auction. In both of these respects 
it differs entirely from herpes and miliaria. And indeed, it does 
differ litim them in every other respect also, except in the single 
and simple one already alluded to, of all the three affections being 
accompanied with an eruption on the skin ; hut even the cutaneous 
eruption in measles is totally dissimilar and difforent in form and 
character from the eruption in herpes and miliaria. 

In another paragraph, Hahnemann, afler telling us that his object 
is to speak about " something determinate and indubitable" goes on to 
state that small-pox, upon tbe principle similia similibtu curantur, 
has, as a curative agent, " removed and cured a number of affec- 
tions with similar symptoms." As instances of the curative i-emoval 
in this way of affections by small-pox, on the principle of cure by 
similars, he adduces in this same paragraph (§ xlvi.) examples of tbe 
disappearance, after small-pox, of chronic ophthalmia, chronic am- 
aurosis, dea&ess, dyspnoea, testicular swelling, and a dysenteric state 
of the bowels.* 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the fact of the very striking absence 
of " similarity " between these several diseased states and small-pox. 
And it is further, I would remark, the strongest proof of the impos- 
sibility which Hahnemann felt, to adduce &om Nature any snch 
true and real instances of his "unerring and infallible" law, that 

1 OrgaDon, p. 147. 
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similar diseases cure similar affections, when he brougitt forward, 
as examples of the operation of this la^ of siuiilarity, the dis- 
appearance of such dissimilar diseases under or aitec attacks of a 
disease (small-pox), with which they have no analogy. 

Eruptive fevers not unfrequently leave the affected individual 
with imp^red health and various sequela. But this is not always 
the resuTt. For measles, small-pox, and other fevers, particularly 
when of a mild form, have long been recognised as occasionally 
acting as powerful curative alteratives upon the human constitution. 
The older physicians averred that attacks of them sometimes " dis- 
charged old peccant humours and depurated the hlood." And 
though pathology and patholo^cal chemistry cannot yet tell ua, and 
perhaps never will tell ns, in what particular mode or modes they 
effect these salutaiy changes, yet every physician is acc|uainted with 
the occasional occurrence of such results. That such results, how- 
ever, in whatever way they do happen, are not accomplished in accord- 
ance with the homoeopathic law similia similibus curantur, is evident 
from the circumstance already referred to, that the small-pox is an 
affection as " dissimilar as possible" from, instead of being " as similar 
as possible" to, those affections which it occasionally removes, — as 
seen in the very examples brought forward by Hahnemann. 

Smali-poz, when throwing out, as it sometimes does, pustules, or 
producing inflammation upon different portions of the mucous mem- 
brane of the body, as the conjunctiva, intestinal canal, etc., may, in 
consequence, give rise to a form of ophthalmia or dysentery. And 
it is on this ground that Hahnemann argues that the removal of the 
pre-existing chronic ophthalmia or dysenteric affection is an effect 
of the similarity between the small-poz and them. He regards 
small-pox as similar to ophthalmia and dysentery, because the latter 
affections sometimes form single symptoms in the former disease. 

But, again, his own instances prove that his explanation is not 
the true explanation of the result he alludes to. For small-pox never, 
I believe, caused functional amaurosis or palsy of the optic nervous 
apparatus, — one of the instances which he adduces, as a disease 
which has been cured by small-pox. The cure of the amaurosis, 
which he cites as following an attack of small-pox, is thus not 
explicable on any principle or hypothesis of similarity of symptoms. 
And though, in order to account, upon this principle of similia 
similibus curantur, for the removal, in two instances which he quotes, 
of testicular hardness and swelling, he unhesitatingly avers that 
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« swelling of the testicle, even of a very severe character, is a fre- 
quent Bymptom of Bmall-poz," I believe we are quite justified in 
doubting either that such a symptom is a frequent symptom of 
small-pox (as Hahnemann dechures it), or even that it ever occurs at 
all as a symptom attending upon and caused by small-pox. It, 
^Tith other affections, may possibly, on the generally acknowledged 
principle which I have already alladed to, of the occa^onu " aliera- 
Uve " effects of eruptive fevers, disappear after an attack of small-pox, 
or other acute eruptive maladies, but assuredly not becadse it was 
a disease to which small-pox presented a similarity. But even let 
us concede for a moment, for argument's sake, that there is a 
** similarity " such as he wishes to be granted him in the above 
instances, of measles with herpes and miliaria, or of emall-pox with 
ophthalmia, amaurosis, etc., and that this degree of similarity is 
all that is requisite for the working and success of the Iaw~9t7nt7ta 
eimiliima curanfur, it necessarily follows that a very small degree of 
similarity indeed is all that is demanded for the successful operation 
of the law. It also necessarily follows (as is acknowledged in the 
quotations whidi we have ^ven above &om the Organon), that if 
the similarity between the new curative disease and the pre-existing 
affection is greater, or, to use his own words, when they are " as 
similar as possible," the perfect cure, removal, or "annihilation" 
of the old disease, by the new similar disease, becomes only the hobe 
sure and certain. But is such the fact 1 Does it hold good, as a law 
in nature, that diseases infinitely more " similar " in their natnre and 
symptoms than the above examples, at once and permanently cure 
and remove each other? In order to obtain an answer, let us inters 
rogate nature further ; and that still in relation to the very instances 
which Hahnemann adduces in his Orgatwn. 

Small-pox and measles are two diseases which are *' similar" to each 
other in various most important respects. They are, both of them, 
forms of fever of specific origin ; both spread by contagion ; both run 
definite courses of rise, acme, and decline ; both, as a general mle, 
attack an individual but once during life ; both are attended with 
eruptions scattered over the surface of the body ; in both, these erup- 
tions come to a certain termination, after a limited and fijced period 
of duration ; and in both diseases the appearance of the ernption is 
preceded, for some days, by peculiar febrile symptoms. Indeed, the 
similarity between small-pox and measles is so great, that the two 
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disea^s were long looked upon and described by physiciaiis as 
varieties of one and the same affection, and not as two separate and 
distinct species of diseases. " This error," says Dr Willan, " was 
transmitted by medical authors through more than eight centuries."' 
" It might," observes Dr Bateman, " be supposed that, after the 
existence of these eruptive fevers had been so clearly pointed out 
by the Arabians, their distinctive characters would have been 
speedily ascertained, even by ordinary observers. But the fact 
was directly the reverse. Almost a thousand years elapsed, during 
which the small-pox, measles, and scarlet fever continued to commit 
their ravages, and physicians continued to record them ; while the 
individuals who were spared by one of these naaladies were seen to 
suffer successively from attacks of the others. Nevertheless, they 
were still viewed through the eyes of the Arabians, aud were uni- 
versally deemed varieties of one and the same disease, until near the 
beginning of the eighteenth century. And it was not till towards 
the close of that age of enlightened observation, that the distinct 
character and independent origin of these three contagious disorders 
were universally perceived and acknowledged. We not only find 
(he continues) the able and learned Sennertus, in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, discussing the question, * Why the disease, in 
some constitutions, assumes the form of small-pox, and in others 
that of measles?' — (Medicin. PracL, lib. iv. cap. 12,) — but, in the 
posthumous work of Diemerbroeck, an intelligent Dutch professor, 
published in 1687, it is affirmed that small-pox and measles differ 
only in degree : * Differant (soil, morbilli) a variolis accidentaliter, 
ve! quoad magia et minus.' — (Tractat. de Variolis et MorbilUs, cap. 
14.) And, still later, the same assertion was made by J. Christ. 
Lange, a learned professor at Leipsic : ' Pr^etcrea tarn morbilli quam 
variolse sunt eruptiones in eo duntaxat discrepantes, quod vel minus 
vel magis appareant," etc — {Miacell. Med. Curiae., § xxxiv.)" ' 

All phynicians now acknowledge that small-pox and measles are 
not the same disease, nor varieties even of the same species of 
disease, but are two different and distinct affections. They are not 
identical in their course and symptoms ; but they are, as we have 
already stated and shown, similar, "ven/ similar," in many respects; 

' Dr Willan on Cateneous I>igeaeea, p. 25B. 

> Bateman'B CataoeouB Diseases (IB29) p. lOS. S«e also, on the same subject, Dr 
Moatgomerj in the " C; ctopeedia of Medidue," vol. iii. p. 625 ; Dr Gregory's 
" Lectures on Fbtwi," p. 12, etc,, etc. 
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and certainly inBnitely more similar to each other than measles is 
to herpes or miliaria, or than small-pox is to ophthalmia, amaurosis, 
etc. If the homceopathic law, therefore, were true, and if two 
affections, with Hymptoma " similar," or as " similar as possible," to 
each other, " invariably, and in every case, annihilate one another, 
whenever they meet together in the organism," ' then assuredly 
these two diseases, measles and small-pox, vrhen they meet together 
in the organism, ought to have this homoeopathic effect upon each 
other. But that they have no such homceopathic effect upon each 
other, is, on the contrary, most assuredly the fact. For some- 
times, when the conta^on of the two diseases has attacked the same 
individnal at or near the same time, the measles, after they have 
broken out, have been occasionally checked for a time (but only 
checked, NOT cured or removed) by the small-pos, which came 
somewhat later, — the measles again resnming their course on the 
body of the affected person aft«r the disappearance of the amall-pox ; 
and sometimes, particularly in instances of inoculated variola, small- 
pox, in the same way, has become suspended in its course, till the 
measles have run through their progress, and then the small-pox has 
completed its course subsequently to the disappearance of the measles. 
Again, however, in other instances, another series of phenomena 
have been seen when the two diseases have simultaneously attacked 
the same person ; for Russell, Rainey, and many others,' have 
occasionally witnessed both small-pox and measles present, and pro- 
gressing, each in its own course, on the body of the same person at 
the same time. " Mighty nature herself," says Hahnemann, " has 
at her command, as instruments for effecting homceopathic cures, 
little more than the fixed miasmatic diseases, measles and small-pox." 
*' And yet (he adds) with them we can point to some beautiful 
homceopathic cures, all so many incontrovertible proofs of the great, 
the sole, therapeutic law of nature that obtains in them, cure by 
similarity of tfftnptoms." ' 

Thus, doubtlessly, the very diseases to which Hahnemann appeals 
in evidence of the " eternal law " of homoeopathic cure, are in- 

' Orgaaon, p. 14S. 

) I cite the eridence of Rusaell and R^aej troni HahnenuQn'l own " Or^;snoii," 
p. 142, where he adduces the teatimony of Maurice and Ettmiiller to the same fact of 
the occasional cu-exislence of measles and small-poi. Diemerbroeck, Sidobre, Ber- 
gios, Jones, Manget, Z'itig, Tracey, De La Garde, KllieC and Borthez, etc., hare 
published cases of the complieatioa sad co-esisieQce of small-pos with measles. 

* OrganoD, p. 1 52. 
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stances, whicli I believe every unprejudiced miud muat allow to be 
most utterly subversive of the idea and tmtb of that law. The pre- 
ceding instance, for example, of small-pox and measles, affords evi- 
dence of an incontrovertible kind, that diseases with a certain con- 
course and succession of distinctive symptoms do NOT " remove and 
cure " other diseases having as nearly as possible exactly the same 
concourse and Buccession of symptoms. " Invariably, and in every 
case (avers Hahnemann, p. 145), do two diseases, differing certainly 
in kind, but very similar in their phenomena and effects, and in the 
sufferings and symptoms they severally produce, annihilate one 
another whenever they meet together in the organism." Such is 
not the fact with regard to small-pox and measles, two diseases 
"differing certainly in kind, but very similar in their phenomena 
and effects." Hahnemann boldly affects to get over the insur- 
mountable difficulties connected with such natural contradictions 
ofhis "eternal" and "infallible" law, by coolly and characteristically 
averring that small-pox and measles are diseases which are (to use 
his own word) " dissimilar" ^ and are not " similar," to each other, — 
an allegation and averment which the whole past history of these 
diseases (as cited from Willan and Bateman, etc., in a preceding 
pi^), and which their whole symptoms, courses, causes, and charac- 
ters most flatly contravene and disprove ; whilst we have seen he 
maintEuns, on the contrary, that measles removes and cures chronic 
herpes and miliaria, because it has a similarity to these two ; and that 
small-pox, as a disease, removes and cures chronic ophthalmia, amau- 
rosis, etc., because, forsooth, it also has a similarity to these diseases. 
The new or curative disease should be, to use his own words, " as 
similar as possible to the disease to be cured," And doubtlessly the 
cases which I have adduced above from the " Organon," of measles 
curing herpes and miliaria, and of small-pox curing ophthalmia, 
amaurosis, etc., afford no evidence of the truth of this law; for cer- 
tainly, in these instances the curing and cured diseases were not 
" as similar as possible to each other ; " whilst, on the contrary, the 
history of measles and small-pox affords the most direct, distinct, and 
deliberate contradiction to this alleged " infalhble law ; " for here, 
though the two affections are in many respects " as similar as 
possible to each other," they do not possess the power which they 

' See Ms "Organon," p. 136, 143, etc. ; and his " Lesser Writings," p. 511. Be 
oGbrs no reason wbatevec for conudering tbem " disumilai ; " perliapa because he felt 
it alK^eiher impossible to adduce an;. 
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ooght to possess, if homceopathj were true, of one immediately and 
permanently "curing" and "annihilating" the other. 

In studying the instances which Hahnemann himself gives irom 
diseases, in evidence of the infallibility of his law, aimilUi atmUibus 
curanlur, we find, In short, no such relation of constant sequence be- 
tween the alleged cause and alleged effect, as the certainty of any 
principle or law of even a low degree of generality peremptorily 
demands. But a high general or universal " infallible law," such as 
the eimilia timiHbua curantur is avowed to be, ought, as all logic 
teaches us, to be a fact which holds invariably true in reference to 
all the cases coming within ita scope and range, and which should 
and can present no exceptions in the cases or instances pertaining 
to it. The alleged law of similia gimilibus breaks down, however, 
entirely and utterly under any such testing of its truth. In fact, this 
alleged universal law of cure by similarity, when tried, as in the 
present chapter, by Hahnemaon's own selected instances, eminently 
succeeds (as in measles removing miliaria and herpes) where it ought 
to fell ; and, on the contrary, it as eminently ^Is (as in measles not 
removing small-pox) where, if true, it ought undoubtedly to suc- 
ceed.^ Nor is it possible to explain away these and other innumer- 
able failures as exceptions. An unerring unchangeable law (such as 
the similia etmilifyus curantur is upheld to be by Hahnemann and 
his followers) cannot admit of any exceptions whatever; for to 
allow of exceptions, is to allow, in other words, that the law is not 
an intallible general law, and must be rejected and abandoned as 
such. Subsequently we shall see strong reasons, in addition to the 
above, for doubting whether the alleged law possesses the attributes 
of a law, even of the very lowest degree or type of generality ; or 
whether, in short, it has any of the characters of a law at all. 

' " An enthiuiaitic philosopher onceconetructed a Tery satiBfactorj theor70ii Boms 
lubject or other, end was not a, little proud of il. ' Bat the faots, m; dear fUlow,' 
said his friend, 'the facta do not agree with jooT theory?' 'Don't thej,' cepUed the 
philosopher shrugging his shoulders, ' then su much the worse for the facts 1 ' " — Mr 
Brodribb'a Pamp/det, p. 23. 
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CHAPTER XVH. 

DIPPERENT VIEWS OP THE OBJECTS OP TREATMENT IN DIS- 
EASES TAKEN BY THE LEGITIMATE PHYSICIAN AND THE 
HOMCEOPATHIST : INSTANCES OF RELATIVE TREATMENT 
BY THEM OF PLEURISY, TAPEWORM, POLYPUS, ITCH. 

The homoeopathic law eimilia aimilibus curantur forms, aays Hahne- 
mann, " a mode of cure founded on an eternal and infallible law of 
nature ;'" and " ia the only therapeutic law conformable to nature."' 
From a pamphlet entitled " A Defence of Hahnemann and his Doc- 
trines/' published eight or nine years ago in Edinburgh, the aim 
of Homixopathy in regard to the field of the actual practice of 
physic, is as we have already seen :' — " Homceopathy does not 
aim at the introduction of a new practice into a solitary branch of 
the medical art, but demands for the field of its sweeping reforma- 
tion the whole territory of practical medicine, joins issue with the 
old system on every inch of its possessions, and has to beat it from 
its festnesses among the morasses of false experience, of vain 
hypothesis and theory" (p, 30.) Let us try then to see, in the present 
chapter, how the application of this homceopathic " sweeping refor- 
mation " actually works in medical practice ; or rather, let us try to 
ascertdn in what respects legitimate physicians and the practitioners 
of homceopathy, respectively, view and treat the cases of disease 
submitted to them. Bat to make this intelligible, a few prefatory 
remarks on the composition of diseases seems necessary, in order to 
enable ns to understand the distinction between the treatment of the 
legitimate physician, and the treatment of the homoeopathist. 

' OrganoD, p. 156. > Ibid. p. 95. ■ See antecedently page 3, foot note 3. 
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Every disease or case of disease, consists of two parts or elements 
— viz., 

I. Of some internal patholo^cal change or changes of action or 
condition in the part or parts which are the seat of the malady ; and, 

n. Of more or fewer " ontwardly cognizable symptoms," or 
changes of state or function, 1« which the inward diseased actions or 
conditions give rise. 

In a preceding page,' I have already shown, by various qnotatioas 
from his " Oi^anon," that Hahnemann maintains, that the second 
of these parts or elements, viz., the " STHPTOHs jllonb" form the 
principal, the " bole " matter which the physician " has to take note 
of in every case of disease, and to remove by means of his art." And 
he maintains that the physician may entirely neglect the internal 
condition or pathological state prodncing the symptoms as both a 
useless and ima^nary study. We have seen him, in a previous 
page {foofrnote, p. 9), denouncing the utility of one of the branches 
connected with such a study, viz^ pathological anatomy. " Every- 
thing," he observes, " of a really morbid character, and which 
onght to be cured, consists solely m the bum total of the ■ 
BTHFTOHS, by means of which the disease demands the medicine 
requisite for its relief; whilst, on the other hand (adds Hahne- 
mann), every Internal cause, eveiy occult quality, or imaginary 
material morbific principle, is nothing but an empty dream." — 
OrganoTi, p. 174. And in defence of this opinion, Hahnemann cites 
the following opinion of Kau : — " The physician whose researches 
are directed towards the hidden relations in the interior of the 
organism, may d^y err; but the bomoeopathist who grasps with 
requisite carefulness the whole gronp of tymptoma, possesses a sure 
guide ; and if he succeed in removing the whole group of symptoms, 
fae has likewise most assuredly destroyed the internal hidden cause 
of the disease." {Organon, p. 112.) " From tliis indubitable 
truth," Hahnemann elsewhere observes, " that besides the collective 
symptwms, nothing can be discovered in any way, in diseases, where- 
with they could express their need of aid, it undeniably follows, 
that the snm of all the symptoms in each individual case of disease, 
must be the sole indication — iJie sole guide — to direct us in the 
choice of a curative remedy." — {Organon, p. 120.) 

In nothing are the professed objects of legitimate phy8i(^ and of 

' See quolaUoDB >t pp. 66 and ET. 
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homoeopathy as propoanded and practised by Hahnemann hunself, 
more different from each other than in theviewswhich the two systems 
respectively take of the actual objects of medical treatment, and the 
means by which they are to relieve the sick. For while the homoeo- 
pathist ftilly expects to care his patients by studying and removing 
the external symptoms of the disease under which they may be 
auftering, the legitimate practitioner attempts to gain the same end by 
removing, when possible, the internal came, or series of causes, which 
are the origin of these symptoms. The homoeopathbt hopes to cure 
his patient by " overpowering," " annihilatingj" or "removing," the 
external symptoms of the disease. The rational practitioner en- 
deavours to cure his patient by removing, when ascertained, the in- 
ternal or pathological state, or states, which prodnce these symptoms. 

When the machinery of a watch becomes deranged or diseased, the 
watch shows some " outwardly existing symptoms" of disturbance 
in its function of telling correct time. The watchmaker intuitively 
traces the cause of the disorder to some distm-bance or deficiency 
in the interior organisation of the machine, and cures the watch by 
correcting and re-adjusting this deranged internal mechanism. If, 
on the contrary, the watchmaker tried homceopathically to correct 
the disease or derangement in the watch, by acting merely on the 
" external symptoms," as shown in the deviation of the handles of 
it, — as by making these hands go, by a touch of his finger or key, a 
little faster if they already went too fast, or a little slower if thqy 
already went too slow, — would his act be accounted a rational and 
sane act t A watchmaker might surely, however, as logically 
propose to correct and amend the working of a diseased watch, by 
thb simple similia simUibua principle, as a physician could attempt 
to correct and amend the functions of the diseased body hy acting 
upon the same principle. Would there, at least, not be as much 
true philosophy in the one attempt as in the other, — in such new 
watch therapeutics as in the new medical therapeutics ? 

But to display the important difference between the views and 
objects of the treatment of disease taken by the legitimate physician 
and by the homceopathist, perhaps an illustration or two will answer 
better than any mere didactic discussion. For this purpose let us 
take the examples of two or three diseases, in order to show the <Uf- 
ferent principles upon which their treatment is respectively con- 
ducted by the rational practitioner and by the homceopathist. And 
in order that these examples may be free from any bias, I shall select 
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them &om the auctions of which Hahnemann chances himself to 
speak in the course of his " Organon," — ^taking plenri^ as an example 
of aente disease; tapeworm and polypos as examples of chrome dis- 
ease; and itch as an illustration of a malady that in different in- 
dividoals appears either ander the one character or the other. 

Relative Treatment of Pleurisy by the Le^Hmate Pkyeician and by 
the Homaopaihiet. 

Acnte plenrisy has been lately defined in the two following modes: 
— I. The Nosological or Symptomological, — and 11. The Patho- 
logical, by Dr Copland, according (1.) as we look upon the disease 
(as the homceopaths do) as indicated by so many natural-history 
marks, subjective, or, as Hahnemann terms them, " ottiwardly tx- 
iating, Symptomg;" and (2.) according as we consider the morbid 
" internal Cause or Causes" of the affection, or its patliolo^cal nature. 
Thus:— 

NosoLOOTCAi. DiFiRinoR or PLBUBiiT. — " Acutfl pain in ths cheat, aggravated 
b7 inBpirMion, commencing with ohills or rigons followed bj increased heat, a hud 
and accelerated pnlae ; short, dr; cough ; and b; difficult, short, oi disordered re- 

FktHOLoaiOiti. Dbfihitioh o* Plbubibt — " Inflammation commencing in, or im- 
pUoating one or more parts of the pleural expansions, attended either bj more or 
less of a connstent albaminons exadation, false membrane, or adheaion, and bf a 
flidd effOsion, Taiying in their characters with the varjing states of different cases ; 
causing pain, symptomatic fever, disordered respiration, dnlness on percussion, and 
alteration of the reepiratorf sonnda." ■ 

In the practice of legitimate medicine, the two great objects which 
the physician aims at in the treatment of this malady are, — 1, To 
reduce the inflammatory action in the pleura, the internal or patho- 
logical stat^ which really and essentially constitutes the disease ; and 
2, To promote the absorption of the inflammatoiy secretions efiused 
into the sac of the pleura, provided effusion has already occurred. 
He knows that the accompanying symptoms wilt vanish when he 
has subdued and annihilated the morbid action and state of the 
pleura, on which these symptoms depend ; that the effects or symp- 
toms will disappear whrai the internal cause or internal disease 
producing them is removed ; and for julfilling this last object the 
physician has therapeutic means at his command, which very rarely 

' Diedonu7 of PracticAl Uedidne, toL iiL Article, Plenrlij, p. 263. 
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indeed feil when early and properly employed, " Death," observes 
Dr Walshe, " is so rare a resalt of the disease, that I have neither 
myself (and I have carefiilly attended to the point Bince my attrition 
was first drawn to it, years ago, by M. Louis) lost a patient irom 
pore primary idiopathic pleurisy, with or without effusion, nor know 
of an occurrence of the kind in the practice of others." ' 

On the other hand, in the treatment of acute pleurisy, the object 
of the homoeopathist is to give the patient some one remedy which 
he considers capable of simulating the symptoms of the disease 
(Pleurisy) ; believing that if be can thus aitificially simulate the 
symptoms of the affection — viz., the accompanying fever, the pain in 
the side, the dyspnoea, and the cough — the disease itself that is, the 
inflammation of the pleura, or the effusions to which that inflamma- 
tion has given rise, will in consequence be removed and annihilated. 
He has, he avers, remedies which are capable in tbia way of remov- 
ing the symptoms of pleurisy; because he supposes that, when proved 
upon the healthy constitution, the remedies in question have arti- 
ficially produced these same symptoms. In the last edition of the 
" Organon " (p. 12), Hahnemann, for instance, deliberately states, 
that " by a small globule of the decillionth dilution of aconite juice, 
with abstinence from vegetable acids, the most violent pleuritic 
fever, with all its alarming concomitants, is changed into health, 
and cured in a few, at the most in twenty-four, hours." 

We will not stop to expose the characteristic arrogance and 
truthlessness of the assertion made by Hahnemann in the pre- 
ceding quotation ; his own followers being incapable of pro- 
ducing this result, or any results the least like it, with the 
same medicine in the same disease (pleorisy).* In a previona 

' Wolaheon "Diaeases of th« Longs," 1851, p. 291. 

' la the now extinct Homceopathic Hci8|ntal at Leipiic, 7 patients were conTeaaed 
to baTS died ont of 65 admitted with pleorls;. " I hesitate," ta,jt Dr Henderson 
of Edintmrgli, " to believe that these Bccoanta are free from mietal^ which sam. 
marilj tell of acute pleorisf, pnenmonia, oi peritonitis, hariDK jielded, in a few 
hours or in a day, to one or two doses of aconite oi brjonia, of the 30Eh potency " — 
Himucopaihie Journal tor I860, p. 348. "We have searched," says Dr Bnshnian, 
" the records of hom<Bapatbic cues in vain for one solitar; instance of • aiogle dis- 
ease worthy of the name, being cured, svea on bomceopathic shoning, by one dngle 
infinitesimal dose." — Boautopathy and the Homaapatks, p. 46. In a prerions pagO 
(p. SS), we have foond Hobnemami declaring, that if a single grain of gold be duly 
commixed throngh a mass of sngal^ fitly times the size of the whole earth, a dngle 
globnle taken out of this enormous moss, will, if merely smelt, restore witjiin an 
hour a desponding and anicidal patient to peace of mind and love of life. In lh« 
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chapter' we hare Been Dr Fleischmann sendiog out some of his 
pleuritic cases still uncured, from his homoeopathic hospital ; and 
that in despite of the continued use of doses of various infinitesimal 
specifics for a length of time, instead of only for a single day. But^ 
even granting lor the sake of argument that smelling or swallowing 
the infallible dose prescribed by Hahnemann in pleuritic fever, viz., 
a small globule of the 

1 ,000,000, 000,000,000^ 0OO,0O0,OOO,OOO,0O0,0OO,OOO,O00,00O,0O0,O00,0iK^O00,000,000tIk 

dilution of a drop of aconite juice, could or did remove the pleuritic 
fever and symptoms, what, after all, would the patient gain t The 
removal of the subjective, or what Hahnemann calls the " outwardly 
existing," symptoms of the disease — viz. the accompanying febrile 
action, the local pain, the dyspnoea, and the cough — does not by any 
means necessarily remove the morbid inflammatory action in the 
plenra, or its results ; for the pleuritic inflammation or accompany- 
ing effusions may remain after these symptoms are removed, and are 
known by every practitioner to exist sometimes without, in the first 
instance, giving rise at all, to the usual external symptoms. Thus 
we find the latest English author on the subject of diseases of the 
chest, Dr Walshe, observing in regard to latent pleurisy : * — 
" Pleurisy often runs its course without producing decided suljeo- 
tive symptoms, — where there is neither local pain, cough, dyspnoea, 
nor febrile action. In cases of this kind (continues Dr Walshe) 
efinsion may have reached to the clavicle, and driven the heart 
greatly out of its place, and yet the patient remain utterly unaware 
that his chest is the seat of disease. He seeks advice, either fixna 
a vague consciousness that he is not in his usual health, or for some 
ailment totally unconnected with the thorax." 

Homoeopathy has no drug or remedy capable of escciting pleuritic 
inflammation and pleuritic eflusion.* You cannot make pleurisy 

inslaace in the text, we have him asKrUng, thu a drop of aconiw jnioe ^BSol*«d ia 
an ocean of epirit inSnitelj larger tban onr whole planetarj Bjitem (See Appeodiz)) 
win impart to aamal] globule of mgar, merely wetted in thli ocean, inch a meditdnal 
power, that the globule will ot onee cure the most liolant plenriiio fever. Btatementa 
of thii caliber briog irresiaiibly to the recollection Mr Hatlhewg' "Hnmonrt <^ a 
Coontrj Fair," with the brief, Btrong letter of acknowledgment sent b; a grateful 
patient to the charlatan in attestation of his inhlUhle specific, — "Sir, I was cat in two 
in a aaw-pit, and cored b/ one bottle TourB, etc." — (Sktl^e$ of Impothirii, p. 353.) 

' See foot-uote at a previous page, p. 169. 

' Walshe— Diseases of the Luogg and Heart, p. 313. 

* I am quite aware that Hahnemann, in one paragraph in his " Organon," stated, 
Ibat tqnillt may eaue pleurisy, " for (aajs bo^ T, C. Wagner formerly saw the actio* 
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by the exhibition of any known medicine, bomoeopathic or allopatbic ; 
and atterapting to remove the disease by removing homoeopathically, 
with aconite, the accompanying fever and other subjective symptoms, 
would be lite the old exorcists trying to destroy an individual by 
attacking or by covering over his shadow. 

Hahnemann says, the practitioner only needs to remove the totality 
of the symptoms of a disease, and he has removed the entire disease.' 
On the contrary, in pleurisy, the totality of the external symptoms 
may be absent, and yet the disease be proceeding in its usual course; 
or these symptoms may be removed, and the disease remain un- 
touched ; while the removal of the real disease itself, — that is, of the 
pleuritic inflammation and effusions, — is the only sore method of 
taking away the totality of the symptoms, — the symptomatic effects 
disappearing when the patholo^cal cause producing them is with- 
drawn. Cauga ablafd toUitur efectua. 

Relative Treatment of Tapeworm hy Legitimate Pkysidans 
and Homosopaths. 

Let us adduce an instance of chronic disease, in order to illna 
trate the dilference of principles between bomceopathic treatment 
and the treatment pursued by legitimate physicians ; and for this 
purpose let us take the treatment of tapeworm. The presence of a 
tapeworm or tapeworms in the intestinal canal is generally accom- 
panied (according to a summary given by the best and latest 
American author on the practice of medicine), by one or more of 
the following symptoms : — 
■* Dall pain in the forehaad ; gtddineu ; bniupg in Ihe ears ; dulaess of the eyes. 



of this plant afni« PBODtiCE pleurug and ioflamBiatiiMi of the lungs ; " and arguing 
from this alleged case of Wagner, Hahnemana maintaiiu that the pnidactioD of 
pleariiy b; aquilla in this instance is the reason wh j, On the principle of nmilia aimiii- 
(ua eurantiir, Ds Haen, Sftrcon«, and Pringle fbond Bqaills efficacioos in th^ praotlces 
in (be treatmeat of plemli^. — {Orgmum, p. 6e). But it is a most nnfortunaCe exam' 
pie to adduca. For Wagner's case (apon which this strange homosopathic indnctioo 
is built) was a complicated case of rhenmatiam, heart disease, djgpnrea, and dropsj 
(probably an instance of albumtnuria), in a persou of fifty years of age, upon which 
Intercurrent attacks of ferer, followed bj hepatitis and pleurisy, superrened. In 
tJie treatment, squills, in combination with other remedies — but not alone (aa Hahne- 
mann's words infer) — were used ; but there !» not the slightest ihadow of eridence 
(o suggest or show that the use of the >;ut(b waa in any way whatever the oadsi of the 
pleuritic attack. — (See Wagner's Observatiorus CHnica, p. 17). 
' See antecedently, p. 66. 
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whld) are nnoded bj m dark cirols ; sdematoiu ejelldt g diluted pupUi ; freqaml 
and spasmodic morements of the ejea ; alternate pateneu and flashing of the bee ; 
paleness of the Iip» ; pecoliar movementa of the note and moath ; Emaciation ; alter- 
nate Ion and excess of appetite ; oraviags far puticalar arUclei of food ; oSensiva 
breath ; forred toDgne ; spitting and voniiting of thin macoiu in the morningB ; itoh> 
ing at the noea, anni, and TolTa ; grinding of the t^th, eapeciallj during sleep ; con- 
rtrtction of the throat ; awelling of the hsllj ; gargling, shooting pains, and a sense of 
pinching about the nmhiliciu ; a feeling in the moming as of a forrign bodj moTing 
in t^e bowels ; atnoUoration of all the sjinptoma nnder tbe nse of farinaceona fooci, 
hot bread, and coffee ; Bnallj, depcession of spirits, and a trun of nervous dennge- 
meote in protracted cases." ' 

The homceopathic principle is, that the remoTal of the totality of 
the symptoms of disease by tbe eshibitioii of a drug or drags capable 
of simulating these symptoms, constitutes the sole, unerring, eternal 
law of cure. And if the disease depends, as " seven-eighths" of all 
chronic diseases like this do, npnn itch-miasm, the medicine must 
farther not only be capable of simulating the disease, but also be 
reputed antipsoric in its character. Supposing, however, that the 
homcBOpathists did actually possess one or two remedies which were 
considered c-apable of causing, and hence of curing, more or fewer of 
these symptoms produced by the presence of tapeworms, Would the 
removal of these symptoms remove the disease itself, — that is, the 
tapeworm ? Assuredly not. On the contrary, the object which the 
legitimate physician has in view in the treatment of this and of other 
diseases, is not to "extinguish" merely the external effects or symptoms 
of the disease itself, but to remove the internal or pathological state, 
which is the cause of these e&cta or symptoms. In the malady 
in question, for instance, he gives some vermicide remedy which 
is capable of poisoning and killing the worm, and which yet 
does not injuriously affect tbe patient — as male-shield-fem, kosso, 
pomegranate, or the like, feeling assured that the removal of the 
symptoms will certainly not remove the worm ; but that the removal 
of the worm will certainly remove the symptoms. 

Sefore leaving this topic of the treatment of Tapeworm, let me 
offer two remarks. Firit, In a note on this subject in tbe Organon 
(p. 22), after trying to show that the various species of tapeworm 
are only found along with the taint of itch, and averring (but, as 
usnal, without any proof), that they should disappear when that taint 
is cured, Hahnemann quietly adds, " It is worthy of remark, that the 
morbid symptoms of patients suffering ftom tapeworm are generally 

' Frofeslor Wood's Fractice of Medicine, tot. i,, p. 629. 
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of sacb a kind, that they are rapidly relieved homceopathicaUy, Ijy 
the smallest dose of tincture of male-fern root." (P. 23.) Dr Laiiiie, 
in his " Homoeopathic Medicine " (p. 267), tells ns, under the head 
of the treatment of Tapeworm, that male-fern, when ^ven, should 
be exhibited in the dose of " one drop of the concentrated tincture 
in a teaspoonful of water, night and morning, for four days," — most 
certainly not an infinitesimal dose. For the concentrated etherial 
tincture of this drug may be made so strong as to be sometimes 
poisonous to the worm in a very small quantity. But what we wish 
to observe is this, that the remedy in question ia not, as Hahnemann 
coolly declares it to be, a strictly bomteopatbic remedy. The last 
edition of the Organon, containing this statement, was published in 
1833. In the second edition, however, of Jabr's "Manual of 
Homoeopathic Medicine,"' (1847), no symptoms are mentioned 
under the article " Male-Fern," because the male-fern had not, even 
then (1847), been yet proved upon the healthy person; "It is 
a medicine (says Jahr, p. 245) as yet entirely unknown ;" and, 
consequently, Hahnemann's assertion (in 1833), that it was homoeo- 
pathic in its action, was a mere gratuitous averment. But, 

Sectyndly, Hahnemann avers that there is no other way in which 
the curative effects of medicine can be successfully ascertmned except 
by experimenting with them in healthy pereons.* In reference to 
this statement, look at the character of the remedies for tapeworm. 
The vermicide longest known is the male-shield-fem. Dioscorides, 
Theophrastus, Galen, and others of the old physicians, were ac- 
quainted with it and its powers. The one last brought into notice, 
ia the Abyssinian Kosso. Both of these remedies are pretty sure 
and efficacious poisons for the tapeworm. And no doubt their 
anthelmintic quality was first discovered by their use, not upon 
healthy persons (as the homoeopathists propose), but upon persons 
diseased and affected with tapeworm. In experimenting with these 
drugs upon the healthy man, as is supplied to be the proper method 
of finding out remedies in homoeopathy, who, in fact, could ever 
have discovered that the two medicines in question had a strong 
vermicide property belonging to themi No amount of dose of 
them would ever, in a healthy man, produce anything eimUar to a 

> Edition of 1S4T, vol. i. p. 245. 

* " The method a£ uiu ui morba CMi QBTOr be of the BlighteHt um to tbe pnetitioner, 
ftod can never reveal anything trae and useful as to the cnrative ponen of each mft- 
di<3Dal snbstance." — HaJoKraint^t Mat. Midica Pura, p. 33. 
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tapeworm. Nor could we judge a priori from any of their pro- 
perties that they would hare the vermicide eSect which they 
possess. " Neither (observes Dr Pereira) botanical characters, 
sensible qualities, nor chemical composition, would have induced us 
to snspect that Kosto possesses the valuable anthelmintic properties 
which experience has shown that it does. Our confidence in the 
anthelmintic properties of Kosso rests on experience only ; and the 
evidence on this point is very strong. All modem traveUers in 
Abyssinia are agreed on the great success of the remedy on the 
natives of that comitry ; and the experience of physicians in France, 
En^and, Germany, and Switzerland, confirms the favourable 
reports made by those who have seen the Kosso used in its native 
country."' 

Relative Treatment of Polypus, by Legitimate Physicians 
and Homceopaths. 

To show the distinction between the principles of allopathy and 
homceopathy, let us further adduce the treatment of a local dis- 
ease by the two systems. 

"Theadherentaof theoldBchotil,*'as7eHaImemMiii,''befieT«, that bj pntting a liga- 
ture CD polypi, etc,' .... tlie; hkre r«inoved the afiection, conquered tim diKMe, and 
coDdncMd K rational treatment directed towards the came. But what u the remit 7 
Tbt new forms of disease that sooner or later, but ineTitablj, appear, caused bj this 
mode of treatment (bat whioh they pretend are entirely new diBeaseH), which are al- 
ways worse than the original afTections, sufRcientlj prove tlie error of their notions, 
and might and should open their eyes to the deeper-seated immaterial nature of the 
disease and its dynamic (spiritual) origin, which can only be removed by dynamic 
means." — (Orjpotioti, p. H.) 

FolypuB of the uterus (to take it as an example, and it is perhaps 
the most common form of polypus seen in practice) is usually accom- 
panied by the following as its most marked symptoms, viz. : — 
1. Hemorrhage and the e&cts of hemorrhage, as palpitation, blood- 
leasness, o^ema, etc, ; and, 2. Various mechanical symptoms, as a 
sensation of weight, and symptoms from mechanical pressure of the 
polypus tumour upon the neighbouring oi^ans. If the polypus were 
uninterfered with, and allowed to proceed, so as to produce death, 

■ Pharmaoentical Journal for Jul; I, IS50, p. 15. 

> Hahnemann, in the paragraph cited, enumerates a long list of other diseases {see 
Organon, p. 14), bat for brevity's sake I take as illustration the first on his list, — viz., 
polypos. 
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the patient at last usually gradually dies from the mere lose of blood. 
To treat thb disease homoeopathically, oron the principle aimilia simili- 
bus curantur, some antipsoric homreopathic remedy or remedies ought 
to be swallowed or smelt capable of inducing also symptoms similar 
to the different symptoms resulting from polypus. Were any such 
remedy or remedies known, their employment would, however, be of 
no avail to the patient, if they did not remove the diseased polypus ; 
which from time to time would continue to produce new attacks 
of hemorrhage. And in this case how very different indeed is the 
treatment of the rational practitioner from that of the symptomatic 
homceopathist. The " old" rational system of medicine teaches us to 
place a silken ligature round the neck of the polypus ; or to use some 
other such means for its entire removal. And ample experience 
shows, that from that moment the hemorrhage generally ceases ; and 
the patient becomes gradually restored, as if (to use the comparison of 
Dcpuytren) " she had been called back from the grave to renewed 
life." But, argues Hahnemann, if you cure the patient in this way, 
new forms of disease will appear, caused by this allopathic mode of 
treatment. Most assuredly such an allegation is a mere gratuitous 
and groundless assumption. In no disease can a cure be more simple, 
or more sure and more permanent, than in this ; while the mere omis- 
sion of the proper treatment of the disease is almost certiuu to be 
followed by dangerous or iatal consequences. " K a polypus," as 
the late Dr Gooch tersely and truly observes, " be detected and 
removed, the person not only lives, but regains perfect health ; if 
it be mistaken and neglected, it occasions the death of the patient.'" 

Helalive Treatment of Itch by Legitimate Physicians 

and Honvxopaihf. 

As one more example, in illustration of the difference between the 
principles 4^ homoeopathic and allopathic treatment, we take, as pro- 
posed at p. 176, the instance of a disease, which may be either 
acuto or chronic, viz., Itoh. 

The disease of all others which Hahnemann and his disciples a6Wt 
to have studied most, and to have been especially successful in curing, 
is, as we have seen, scabies or itch, and its effects. We have 
already had occasion to state, that, as allowed by all modem pby- 

■ See his EsMfs, p. 242. 
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siu&ns, and ev^i hy the homceopathists themselves, this disease con- 
sbts primarily in the presence and irritation of a small insect (the 
Acarue Scabiei) imbedded in the diseased skin, in the vicinity of the 
eraption. The nator^ history of this insect has been elaborately 
studied of late years by several continental physicians ; and the 
most rapid and certain means of destroying it, have been attempted 
to be ascertained by care^ experiments. 

The difference between the treatment of disease by rational medi- 
cine, and its treatment by homoeopathy, in the case of itch is great. 
Hahnemann lays down the homceopathic treatment of primaiy or 
acate itch in the following terms in his ihffanon : — 

" Even a primaiy itch eraption, of recent origin," says Hahne- 
mann, " though it may have spread all over the body, may be 
perfectly cured, in persons that are not too weakly, by a dose cf 
tincture of sulphur, thirtieth dilution, given every seven days, in 
the course of from ten to twelve weeks (accordingly with ten or 
twelve such globules), so that it will seldom be necessary to aid the 
cure with a few doses oiearho vegebdnlu (vegetable charcoal) thirtieth 
dilution, also given at the rate of one dose in the week, without the 
slightest external treatment, }>e8ides frequent changes of linen, and 
good regimen." — {Organouy p. 21)2.) 

In reference to this homoeopathic treatment, we venture to aver, 
that if the patient will do Tiothing whatever locally to the skin, or in 
other words, to the stracture in which the insect has its habitat, except 
apply, as recommended by Hahnemann, frequent changes of linen, 
the itch insect will continue to disport itself upon his cutaneous 
auriace for months and years, instead of weeks ; and that the homoeo- 
pathic infinitesimal dose recommended by Hahnemann, namely, — 
l,000,0O0,000,OO0,000,0O0,DO0,0OO,0OO,OO0,OO0,O00,000,0OO,OO0,0OO,(KX),0D0,O0(^00Oth 
of a grain of sulphur, or of vegetable charcoal, swallowed or smelled 
by the homoeopathic patient, will have no influence whatever in 
the eitermination of the itch insect, or the destruction o^ its ova. 

But, taking Hahnemann's own success in the cure of the disease 
in his own words, the homaK>pathic victim of an itch eruptic»i of recent 
origin does not, he allows, get rid of the filthy afiection under which 
he is suffering, if under homceopathic treatment, till the espiry of some 
ten or twelve weeks. It is an affection, however, which certainly does 
not thus require months or weeks for its removal. The common local 
sulphur treatment usually entirely removes it in three or four days. 
And numerous late experiments in the Parisian hospitals and else- 
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where have shown that, with some preparations, a treatment of two 
or three hours only, is sufficient to destroy an attack of primary itch j 
for the whole treatment consists merely in applying such local poisons 
to the seat of the eruption as are capable of destroying the insect 
and its ova. The iodides of sulphur and of potassium, when applied 
locally to the afiected part, kill the insect in a few minutes ; and a 
solution of alcohol and staphisagra destroys them or their ova in 
about a quarter of an hoiu:, without acting as an irritant upon the 
patient's skin.' 

In this way, as stated in the foot-note below, out of 400 patients 
submitted to a treatment extending only to two hours, 396 were at 
once cured ; 4 only required to return for Anther advice ; and, of 



' In oonfirmatioo of tbu remark, let me qaoCe a paragraph or two from tho last 
work in the English langnage on iikia diseases, via., the excellent practical treatise 
on this subject, pabliiihed last jear bj mj friend, Dr Heligan of Dublin : — 

" Ab sulphur, observea Dr Neligan, never fWls to core the diBease, it in the nniiers*}!; 
kdmiited remedj for it ; none otber, indeed, would require to be alluded to, were it 
not that the unpleasant odour of sulphur renders ita emplojment in . 
inadmissible. The general method of using thit aubsUmee for the ti 
scabies is bj the local inunction of ointments contaluiDg It, dther alone or com- 
pounded with alkalies ; in the latter form it is generallj emplojed in the present 
da; in France, and found to be most efficacious there when used alone : the oom- 
bioation was first introduced by M. Helmerich, is composed of two parts of snlphur, 
one of carbonate of potash, and eight of lard. The surface of the entire body, hot 
more particularly of the affected parts, should be first washed well with a strong 
solalion of soft soap, the patient then placed for a quarter of an hour in an alk^ne 
bath, oontaining.a pound of the oarbonate of polish to twenty gallons of water, at 
the temperature of 92°, the skin well dried, and this sulphnro- alkaline ointment after- 
worda thoroughly rubbed in ; the disease may thus be effectually cored in two or 
tbroe days, a single friction, preceded by the alkaline and saponaceaua batb, being 
nsed daily. Out of upwards of TOO persons, treated on a plan nearly similar to this 
at the HSpital St Louis in Paris, M. Bhzlu only met with six unsuccessful cases, all 
the rest being cured on the third day.* M. Hardi, who saoceeded M. Bazin in the 
charge of the itch wards in this hospital, has introduced a plan of uwng the sulphnro- 
alkaline ointment there, by which the period required for a complete cure is reduced 
to two howi. His method is as follows: — 'On the admission of the patient, the 
whole surface of the body is robbed for half an honr with soft soap, tavon noir ; he 
Is then placed in a batb for an hour, and the body well robbed while in it, and at 
the end of that time general frictions made, and continned for half an hour, with 
Helmerich's ointment. The acarus,' adds M. Hardi, 'is thus killed, and the patient 
consequently cured.' Of 400 patients thus treated, it is said that four only rei^oired 
to return for further advice, and of these two had recontracted the disease." — Ttea- 
titt on Diaeaitt of the Skin, p. 13S. 

* Journal de Mddecine at de Chlrurgic Pratiques, Deo. 1851, p. 5S9. 
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these four, 2 had received a new infection or new attack of tlie 
disease. We venture to assert, without any fear of contradiction, 
that if, on the other hand, in these 400 cases, Hahnemann's plan 
had been followed, viz., swallowing or smelling a decillionth of a 
grain of sulphur or charcoal once a week, with changes of linen and 
good regimen alone, not 4 out of the 400 would be recovered at the 
end of his own prescribed time, namely, two or three months. Let 
the homceopatbic treatment of primary Itch, as laid down by 
Hahnemann himself, be honestly tested, in any public hospital, upon 
any 400 of the most profound believers in homoeopathy, and such, 
we doubt not, will be found to be the result. Nor is the test ab- 
solutely severe or cmel in its spirit ; seeing that any day after the 
end of these two or three months, or any day during the intervening 
period, the disease may, if desired, be removed by an " allopathic " 
treatment of two hours' duration. 

And yet, according to Hahnemann, the advantage of homoeo- 
pathy over " allopathy" ia this, that " homoeopathy is the true and 
the only way whereby diseases may be most sorely, rapidly, 
and PBRMANENTLT extinguished by art ; for this mode of cure is 
founded on an eternal infallible law of naturel"' 

But in the diseases we have been commenting upon, legitimate 
medicine must be infinitely superior to homoeopathy, if Hahnemann's 
own definition of a perfect cure be taken as a true criterion. For, 
in the very second paragraph of his Organon, he lays it down that 
" The PEEFKCTION of a cure is rapid, gentle, and permanent resto- 
ration of the health, or removal and annihilation of the disease in its 
whole extent, in the shortest, easiest, and most harmless way, on 
easily comprehensible principles"* 

1 OrgHDOn, p. \fi6. ■ Ibid, p. 109. 






CHAPTER XVIir. 

GAIN TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE FROM HOM<EOPATHY ; USE 
OP ALLOPATHIC DOSES BY HOMCEOPATHISTS 5 HAHNE- 
MANN'S DENOUNCEMENT OP SUCH AUXILIARIES; SOME RE- 
SULTS OF ADHESION TO INPINITESIMAJ^ DOSES; ALLEGED 
HARMLESSNESS OF HOMOSOPATHY. 

HoH<EOPATHT {similia aimilibuB curantur), with its infinitesimal 
doses, as practised by Hahnemann and his adherents, is essentially 
a most interesting and important experiment, in so far as it tests 
upon a large scale the extent to which nature is capable of curing 
the diseases of the human body, acute and chronic, by her own 
unaided efforts, by diet and by regimen, and without the inter- 
vention of medicine. For the study of the phenomena and course 
of diseases, under the influence of pure homoeopathy, is certainly 
the study of them under the unassisted influence of nature ; 
as no rational man, who calmly and dispassionately considers the 
question, can possibly believe that a dose so ineflably small' as the 
decillionth of a grain of any drug (and the decillioiith Hahnemann 
declared, as we have found, to be tbe best dose for aU affections, 
either acute or chronic) can have any possible efficacy whatever 
upon the body, either in a state of health or in a state of disease.' 

' See the cakDlations regarding it in tha Appendix. To diesolve one grain to tba 
decillionth, would require millious of millions of eeaa the size of our wliole planetaij 
Bfstem. 

' In sober truth, the homceopatti, thus exbibitiag his billionth or dedllionth 
globules, and foolishly imagining that the globules — and doC Nature — are efTecting 
the care in a case of inSaramation, or of fever, or of any other disease, is too fla- 
grantly like Iho German story of [he flv eocloaed in the luggage van, and proudly 
SDpposiug that Che velocity of theaecompanjing railway train nas owing to the buzzing 
of ITS wings, and not to Iho powers of the attached locomotive engine. And the fly, 
like the Hahnemannic practitioner, might argue, and with equal logic Coo, that the 
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The interesting experiment relative to the actual amotmt of the 
curative powers of nature, which is thus being carried on upon a 
portion of the sick part of our population, under the name of homoeo- 
pathy, will, I have no doubt, be attended with one beneficial result, — 
that it will banish to some extent the indefinite polypharmacy and 
overKirugging which has confessedly too much prevailed in some parts 
of medical practice. It b further an experiment that would in- 
dubitably prove of great importance and utility in the future history 
of practical medicine, by showing us exactly what nature — assisted 
by regimen, by diet, and by medical faith alone, and without any drug 
at all — can e^ct in the recovery of the economy from different dis- 
eases ; provided — 

(1), That the homoeopathists would faithfully give us true statis- 
tical accounts of the results of their practice in different diseases ; and 
provided, also — 

(2), That in attaining these results they adhered strictly to the 
inert and infinitesimal doses of Hahnemann. 

Li relation, however, to the firtt of these conditions, we have seen 
in Chapter XII. sufficient, and indeed far more than sufficient, evi- 
dence to believe, that the statistical acconnts which the homceo- 
pathists have hitherto published of the results of their so-called prac< 
tice, are so inaccurate in some respects, and so faithless in others, as 
to destroy the interest and value which they would otherwise pos- 
sess as useful and reliable records of the mere natural history of 



In regard also to the second condition alluded to as necessary for 
ascertaining firom liomceopathy the exact curative efiects of nature — 
namely, that the homoBopathic practitioner, in obtaining his results, 
should use only infinitesimal, and consequently inert, doses of medi- 



fiight of the locomotive being homceop&thic in relation to its own powerd of flight, the 
happy airiTal of the train at ita destination waa the reetUt of the exercise of its 
homceopathic powers of direction and control, and of the working of that " eternal 
infallible law," siiailia aimilS/us eurantur. At ail events, the disciples of Hahnemann 
xe\j upon some not less tenatle instances of the limilia eimiHbut in evidence of their 
&Tonrite doctiine. And let me add, that the disproportion betweeo a decillionth of 
a grain of a common homceopathic drag, and the ordinar; efficient dose of that dmg, 
is infinitely greater than the diapropOTtioo of force between the motory nuucnlar 
powers of a 6j, and the raoloc; mechanical powers of a locomotive ; a decillionth 
dose bearing some snch relation to an ordinaiy dose of any drug as the farce of a 
&j would do to the combined force of all the locomotive enginea that have ever yet 
been constmcted in the world. 
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cine, I fear that this ia too constantly broken through to allow us 
to attach that importance to the results which they would otherwise 
possess in relation to pathology and practice. I have repeatedly 
heard of persons who had " tried " homteopathy, being amazed at 
finding undeniable and sometimes very powerful effects from alleged 
infinitesimal globules or powders, brought to them by their homoeo- 
pathic physicians, and carried about by them in their own drug- 
cases, whilst, when these patients themselves used the very aame 
medicioes, marked with the very same names, out of their own 
domestic homceopathic boxes, they found no result whatever to fol- 
low. The solution of this paradox is only too obvious ; affording, 
as other matters do, evidence of the box of the practitioner being 
sometimes provided with allopathic medicines in doses sufficiently 
active. No infinitesimal globule, tincture, or powder, is provided 
with so much of the appropriate drag as to impart to the dose any 
appreciable medicinal taste or smell; but tinctures and powders 
are often enough given by the professed homceopathist sufficiently 
disagreeable to both the tongue and nose ; and the phials containing 
them are sometimes in such cases not allowed to leave the hands 
of the physician, but are regularly brought and carried off by him at 
each visit. Many homcBOpatfaic physicians maintain that the amount 
of infinitesimal dose of a homceopathic medicine which is given — as 
whether it is a billionth, qointillionth, or decillionth — matters com- 
paratively little, provided only the proper drug be selected.' They 
have the proper drug in some infinitesimal dose in most domestic 
homceopathic drug-boxes ; yet often, it appears, they excuse them- 
selves for using them out of such collections ; and no doubt for very 
adequate reasons. I have already alluded (at p. 33) to strong doses 
of ordinary drugs being occasionally surreptitiously exhibited by 
homoeopathic practitioners to their patients, under the guise of in- 
finitesimal globules and powders. The following details of an 
instance of this kind, and previously referred to, are given by a 
very high authority, Dr Allred Taylor of London, in his lata well- 
known work on Poisons. 

" 1 am Dot kw>re (obserrea Dr Tajlor) that the amlts of morphia hare been 
crimiDallj used as poiions in this coimtr7i but ic is neeesaarf to state tliat they are 



' See antecedent!;, p. &8. "The grand point (wifs Dr Cnrie) is to make choice 
of a good remedy, beoanae •( will effect a core at any degree of dilation." — iVorftcs 

of ffomteopathy, p. 71. 
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190 MOBPHIA. (ONE OKAIN) OirEN BT'A HOMOEOPATH. 

mmetlntei iwckletd; prescribed in duigero*i« do*e«. The (bUowiog cue, referred to 
me in Jolf I B47, is iiwtructiTe in more than one point of rieir ; — 

" A lad; of this metrapolii consalted a homceopathic pbjBician, who had acqidred 
gnat repatt aa an adTi>CBt« of the ajstem of inGniteaimBl dosea. He prepared and 
giTS to her soma small white powders, with explicit instrnctions is writiDg as to the 
mode of taUaff them, and the nights on which the; were to be taken. She took, as 
I was informed, two ; and on each occasion she snffered from great stnpor, and all 
the ajmptoiQs of narcotic poisoning, foUowad by diarrhcea. A snspicion arose that 
the powders contained some very acliTe ingredient; and three of them were sent to 
me for analysis. It was first ascertained that, although in appearance, and from the 
directlrau, the; were intended to pass as equally dirided doses of the same me^i^ne, 
they differed greatly in weight. The first weighed 3-4 gruna : it consisted of calomel 
and morphia, the latter being in the proportion of <me grain. The second weighed 
1'5 grains; it comnated entirely of nii^ar ofmUk (or some innocent analogous sngar), 
and contained no morphia, dot any mineral matter. The third weighed 2 grains: It 
was composed of calomel and morphia, the latter forming about one-fourth the WNght, 
or half a grain. The cause of the alarming symptoms was at once ezplainci). It 
will be perceived, from the analysis, that the powders differed from each other in 
weight by more than one-half ; and that the first contained a dote of morphia ahich 
m^kl have proved fi.ui, had it bem taktn aceoriHsg to'the wrritttn ordtr ; while the 
second was *n innocent powder, of whidi a person might hare swallowed an ounce 
with impunity, and yet it waa teas than half the weight of the really poisonous 
powder. Tlie third contained a full dose of morphia. The quantity of morphia 
which the patient took cannot be conjectured, aa the doses of morphia in the remain- 
ing powder followed no regular rule ; bnt it appears to have been aufflcient to destroy 
her confidence for ever in infinitesimal doses I This case, while it shows in an unex- 
pected way the gross deception practiced on the public, and the risk of Ufa which 
must he incnrred by such a reckless mode of prescribing, affords a hint of some ralue 
to the medical jnrist. Let ns imagine that the patient had taken the powder con- 
taining the grwn of mcnrphia, and had <Ued fh>m its eflects, and that only the see<«d 
of the powders, with the written directions, had been forwarded to a chemist for 
analysis : this would have been found to be sugar of milk, a substance whioh could 
be productire of no mischief Had a charge of manslaughter even arisen, there 
would hare been an admirable ground of defence in the allegation, that the unfor- 
tunate deceased bad <fied of apoplexy ; for it would have been argued, she coald 
hare taken nothing bnt sngar of milk, with perhaps a harmless decilUonth dose of 
some homceopathic medicine ! The prescribar, under these circumatancea, would 
probably have been trinmpbantly acquitted." ' 

In the preceding instance, the dose of morphia thus given secretly 
by a homcEOpathic practitioner of " great repute," under the guise 
of an iu&iitesimal homoeopathic dose, was almost poisonous* in ite 
amount. I am informed by the gentleman ' who gave these powders 

< Poisons in relation to Medical Jurisprudence and Medidne, p. 617. 
' " Dr Patereon haa reported the case of a female, aged 19, who was killed by a 
doae of oiKpT-iBHof the muriate of morphia." — Medical Gazette, toI. il. for 18*7, p, 

' Namely, a phj^cian eminently diatingoished, as the bomceopathists themselves 
have allowed, by " hia love of truth and justice," 
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to Dr Taylor, that the homceopatbic practitioner in question is 

Dr , one of the oldest and most distinguished among the 

homoeopathic physicians inEngland, and one of their most voluminous 
writers on the errors of " allopathy," and on the " immutable" and 
"all-important truths" of homceopathy. Among other matters, 
this same liomoeopathic physician has more than once, in his pub- 
lished essays, described the infinitesimal doses of homceopathy as 
possessing in disease powers "iar" excelling those of the doses and 
me^ns employed by " allopathic practitioners ;" and he has also duly 
and indignantly denounced all compounds, like the cidomel and opium 
discovered in his own powders. In commenting upon the preced- 
ing case, the Editor of the Medical Gazette observes : — 

" It is no longer difficolt, with these facta before as, to e:iplam the contradietor; 
Btatementa which have been made respecting the potenc; and elTecte of bonue- 
opathic medicines. We consider that one clearly developed case of this kind 
estingniBhes for eTBr the doctrine of infinitesinial doses : Falnu in tmo—falaui m 
OBinilnis, No man who has once been conTicted of a trick of this description can 
ever ^ain be trusted ; and when he stands forth prominentlj as the advocate of 
a particular system of treating disease, and professes to base his aocoess upon the 
exclusive adoptiou of this syBtem, while it is proved that be is in secret porsoing 
a totally different course, — it shows that the whole fabric is unsound, and that to 
the public it is worse than ' a mockery, a delusion, and a snare.' A bomccopalhiet 
may, if be please, prescriba morphia : to this do one can object ; bat that he should 
prescribe this powertul alkaloid in doses from which regular praotidoners wonld 
shrink, as likely to be dangerous, if not fatal, to their patients, — that he should at 
the same time paBTSHD to employ only billionths and trillionths of a grain, — and, 
the better to keep up the deception, prescribe an inert ssbstajice sltemately with 
this active drug, — is a course which must be condemned as tn the h^heii degree 

DlSaOHBBT." ' 

There are many other potent medicines besides those contained in 
theabove example (morphia and calomel), which can be easily, though 
" dishonestly," used under the same professed form of " infinitesimal 
doses." A fifth or a tenth of a grain of elaterium — and less even of 
its active principle, elaterin — will often act violently as a purgative. 
A drop of the concentrated tincture of aconite sometimes produces 
strongly the const! tutjoual medicinal effects of the drug ; one-fiftieth 
of a grain of aconitina has nearly proved fatal ; one-fortieth of agrain 
of atropine (belladonna) is a powerful dose ; and death has resulted 
in the human subject from nine-tenths of a grain or minim of pure 
prussic acid ; and fi^m half a grain of the powder of strychnia, the 
active principle of nux vomica. A late writer on this subject, in the 

'^ Medicid Gaiette, 1847,^.298. 
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" Pharmaceatical Journal," after somewhat contemptuously snggest- 
ing that Hahnemann greatly relied " on the imagination of his dupes, 
and suited the size of the dose to the amount of their understanding," 
goes on to remark, that one " artifice of the homceopaths relates to 
the regulation of the diet ; and this is ostensibly founded, not on the 
applicability of the prescribed regimen to the physical state of the 
patient, but on the alleged interference of certain kinds of food wUJt 
the action of the medicine. Thus (he observes) the infinitesimal 
sugar-plum is the talisman which rivets the imagination and enchains 
the reason of the patients ; it is the chann which reduces them 
to insane credulity, and consequent implicit obedience." 

" Bat (the ume writer contitiDes) when cases uHm in which the fti medieatrix 
natttriE U not adeqmie to the cure of the diieue, & vKrietj of tricb are resorted to 
for the purpose of obtaining the aid of medicine, withoat unmasking the augar-plnni 

imposition. Sometimes strong medicines — morphia, strjchnia, etc are administered 

ia appreciable doses, the patient not being aware of the fact. Sometimes patients 
are ptrmitUvl to take pnrgatiree, or other medicines, on their own responsihUitj, — the 
qnacb pretending to protest against the practice, and administering a globule pro- 
fessedly to counteract the prejudicial effect. A paste, consisting chiefly of aloes, hat 
been lately in fashion among the craft. Patients taking cod-liTer oil in globules, 
have, in some instances, been allowed to take the same remedy in or^arj doses ; 
with the asmraDce, however, that the medicinal effect is attribatable to the homceo- 
pathlc dose, — the other acting merely as on article of diet. These, and other siinilar 
snbterfDges, may be compared to the erasion of a man who sells a straw and gives 
away a pamphlet." 

Other writers who have personally been called in to cases where 
such practices were being carried on by homceopatbic practitioners, 
have published remarks of a similar tenor. Thus, 

" The worst part of hom<eopathy (obserres Dr Connack] is, in my opinion, iJie 
dithoneilg of the majority of those who live by it. When patients are once secured, 
they are, I think, very rarely treated in accordance with the principles of Hahne- 
mann ; bat are retained by the combination of every current medical novelty 
which may at the time be most in favour with the monied throng of qnack fhaciers. 
I have not been able to bear of any one wbo honestly relies on honueopathy for tho 
cure of disease ; but I cau point to many, calling themselves homceopatbic practi- 
tioneis, who attempt to relieve the symptoms of disease by the same neaoi which 
we would adopt. . . So ill disguised of late (he farther remarks) has been the 
want of accordance between their principles and their practice, that homeeopatby 
has become in England nothing more than a conventional appellation fbr a very 
clever qnacb system — one of the many which from time to time arise, and fasten 
themselves parasitically to the sdence of medicine, Glling the pockets and cankering 
the integrity of not a few of iU nominal cultivators. A good many patients have 
oome to me fi'om hom<eopathlo doctors ; and I have Ibns discovered that even tho 
commonest and tbe coarsest of the ' ordinary ' means of cure are habitually naed 
by them. Castor-oil and aloes are advised in tbe ordinary purgative doses ; camphor 
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ia giren in Torj large doua in the uune circmiutanceg in which I voald ailminirtw 
it ; orotoa-oil is used m a coimter-uTitaiit ; cod- liver oU ie relied on In some forms of 
pbCbiAis; and in aeveral cases of tUaeaae, I bavs actually fonod that, with the globnlM, 
hydropathy and meemerism were had reconne to.* There is nothing here stated 
bat what I can prove to be true." * 

To aToid using, in appropriate cases, the ordinary forms of medi- 
cinal sudorifics, aperients, emetics, etc., in their ordinary doses, 
some practitioner of homoeopathy have recourse to every kind of 
possible means, in order to produce these actions and effects by other 
than medicinal measures ; — such as steaminj^ and poulticing their 
patients in bed, and giving abundance of Snids to produce diapho- 
resis; throwing large enemata into the bowels; tickling the fauces to 
induce vomiting, etc. The same class of practitioners, and other 
homceopathists, occasionally also, and more especially of late years, 
affect little or no scruple in using, in acute and other dangerous cases, 
SD-caUed allopathic drugs in their common doses. But then they 
employ them with a protest, and under the imposing name of 
" auxiliaries." In other words, when their patients require no very 
active treatment, or no treatment at all, the infinitesimal globules 
are gravely and assiduously employed, with proper regimen and diet ; 
but when a case, or a period in a case, comes to present actual 
danger, from the evident omission of medicinal treatment, an allo- 
pathic purgative or other appropriate allopathic medicine is employed 
ander the term of an *' auxiliary." In all these cases — according, 
at least, to the creed of such practitioners and their patients — it is 
the infinitesimal drop or globule that actually cures the disease ; 
while the allopathic drug is only (in their language at least), a pallia~ 
tire or an " auxiliary " to the homoeopathy, It is an auxiliary, 
however, in most such cases, exactly in the sense in which it was 
used by the braggart drum-boy, when he vaunted that he himself 
had defeated the French army at Waterloo, — though he allowed at 
the same time that for this purpose he had incidentally used the Eng- 
lish cannon, cavalry, and troops, as his " auxiliaries " in the work. 

In terms, perhaps unnecessarily strong and severe, Mr Brodribh 
censures and denounces this conjoined practice of legitimate medi- 

1 Dr RniaeU, in an address to one of the Homoeopathie Congresses, adduced it as 
a " moBt gratifying reflection" to fall, homceopathic bretbrci), that "natnrally" 
homceopathy "welcomed," and coold inclnde within it, other forms of quackery 
in medicine (its "cognate sciences and curative methods" as he delicately termed 
them), iQch as hydropathy and mesmeric cares, etc. — Sec Journal of Homosopalhy tot 
1851, p. 569, 

* Provincial Medical Md SDrg'cal Jonmal, 1851, p. 444. 

N 
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I9i Hahnemann's opinion of auxiliaries, 

cine and homoeopathy, aa a practice which he thinks " no man witb- 
oat a compromise of his character can adopt." " No casnistry," 
says he, " can juatify or explain away such double-dealing ; and all 
moralists will agree that ' if a man represents as tme what he be- 
lieves to be untrue, or even doubtful, he tells a falsehood, and that 
if he does it from interested motives, be is a dishonest man."" 

Hahnemann himself seems to have entertained an opinion rather 
analogous to that of Hr Brodribb, regarding tbe gross impropriety, 
and indeed impossibility, of combining the two forms of practice, 
and of using allopathic means as auxiliary to homoeopathy and in- 
finitesimal doses. " It is impossible (he observes) that there can 
be another true, best method of curing dynamic diseases (t. e^ all 
diseases not strictly surgical), besides homoeopathy, just as it is im- 
possible to draw more than one straight line betwixt two ^ven 
points. He who imagines that there are other modes of curing dis- 
eases besides it, could not have appreciated the fundamental char- 
acter of homoeopathy, nor practised it with soffitnent care, nor could 
he ever have seen or read cases of properly performed homoeopathic 
cures ; nor, on the other hand, could he have <Uscemed the bas^ 
lessness of all allopathic modes of treating diseases, and thdr bad or 
even dreadful effects, i^ with such lax indifference, be places the 
only tme healing art on an equality with those hurtful methods <^ 
treatment, or allegee them to be AUXiLiASiEa to homoeopathy which 
it could not dispense with. My true, conscientions followOTs, the 
pure homceopathists, with their successful, almost never-failing 
treatment, might teach these persons better."* Wh«) elsewhere 



< Pamphlet, p. 45. Perhaps num; will etaaiiet at ttiU more deMrriBg of each s 
■entence, the condnct which some homiCDpuhic itndents and pmctittoneM hsTs 
followed In obt^oiag licences and diploma* tmdei' the gaise of being foltowets of 
tbe doctrines and practice of legitimate medicine. "To nae all arts," as obserred 
by tbs Medical Timet, " to gain admission to a body, and thereafter to rilify and 
aSbet to despise it — to prolbs* cert^Q opinions, in order to acquire a proftnioiial 
status, and, when tbe status is acquired, to ridicnle and denonoM them — to (wear 
adherence to a professioa, in order to acqeire the right to praotise it^ and theceafter 
to embtaoe a professional beresj, tbe more micceeafally to pander to tbe follies of 
tbe rich and tha fashionable — to adhere neither to the one nor to tbe other, bnt to 
pracdce either, as the absence of alt principle admits, and the whim or c*priee of a 
patient demands — these are the achieTements of this modem philosophy — these the 
triumphs of homceopathic morality." — Medical Times, Oct. 11, IS51. 

' Organon, p. 306. " I remember," says a homoeopathic writer (Dr Scott of 
Glasgow), " haTing proposed the qnes^on to the venerable founder of our method 
(whom we, a disjointed band, follow at so great an interval, and with inch tottering 
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Speaking of giving doses sufficiently minute and infinitesima], or 
" aa small as possible," (decilUonths) Hahnemann, in the same 
spirit, observe — " an unnecessarily larger dose of even an accurately 
homoeopathic medicine, acts too violently, and, at first, produces too 
great and too I&sting a. distorhance of the mind and disposition, to 
allow U3 soon to perceive the improvement in them. I must here," 
he continues, " observe, that this so essential rule la chiefly trans- 
gressed hy presumptuous tyros in bomceopathy, and by physicians 
who are converted to hommopathy from the rants of the old school. 
From old prejudices, these persons abhor the smallest doses of 
the highest dilutions of medicines, in such cases, and hence they 
&il to experience the great advantages and blessings of that mode 
of proceeding which a thousandfold experience has shown to be the 
most salutary ; they cannot effect all that homceopathy is capable 
of doing, and hence they have no claim to be considered its 
adherents."^ 

Ebewhere, as if in further explanation of thb statement, Hahne- 
mtam tells ns, that medicine apphed in accordance with the law 
o£ limilia timilifma, " restores the patient to perfect health without 
suffering, and in a short time, and thus it is a salutaiy and blessed 
business," " For," says he, " homoeopathy sheds not a drop of 
Uood ; administers no emetics, pnrgatives,. laxatives, or i£aphoretics ; 
drives off no external affection by external means ; prescribes no 
warm baths nor medicated clysters; applies no Spanish flies nor 
mustard plasters," etc.' 

In one of his early wturks, Hahnemann had advised the applica- 
tion- of a plaster to the back, and the use of electricity in paralytic 
affections. In the last edition of his Organon (1833) he tells us 
" that, as both of these appliances have furnished " — to use his own 

and nneqnsl steps), whether in any case we ought to resort to bleeding T He 
Biuwered with his n anted animation,' Jamais, Jamais;' and ia farther couversation 
an tlie subject, he came to the concloBioii that if the homfflopathic physidan could 
Bot diapeose with this operation, ' Uest un maunait hamaopathe.' 

" I. think (adde Dr Scott, with unuanal homceopathic holiest;) we (homteopaths) 
ftre taught hj erary day's experience to walk with increasing humility, aod to treat 
with increasing respect and conrtes; those who bave not received what ws reckon 
the tmiMTial law of cure, but whose resonrces we are conatrained from time to time 
to botrow; and, in general, when practicable, I would snggeat it to be highly ex- 
pedient when our methods fail, and we are in consequence inclined, or rather con- 
strained, to adopt others, that we shonld consign the oase to a practitioner of the 
wdinarj schooL" — Britieh Jourocd of Ham<r,QpaAy, vol. vii. p. 953. 

' Organon, p. 306. ' Preface to " Organon," p. xi. 
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words — " the bastard bomoeopatlusts with an excuse for their alh>- 
pathic transgressions, I am grieved (he contritely adds) that I ever 
should have proposed them ; and I hereby solemnly retract them : — 
for this reason also, that, since then, oar homceopathic system has 
advanced so neab to pebfectton that they are now no longer 
retjuired." ' 

Many medical practitioners conld ^ve pmnful evidence as to the 
sad and irremediable results which have often accrued from an 
implicit adherence to the principles of homceopathy and infini- 
tesimal doses, as laid down by Hahnemann, in diseases and cases in 
which proper medicinal means were actually required. It would 
be an easy task to adduce from various legitimate physicians 
abundant evidence of disease and suffering being prolonged, and 
danger and death beiiig unnecessarily risked, in deference to the 
nullities and phantasies of homoeopathy. Bnt instead of creating 
any unnecessary irritation by adducing such evidence, let us simply 
cite a homoeopathic physician as a witness of the fact ; and his 
evidence at least will, I hope, be allowed to be tmchallengeabie. 
Among the homceopathic practitioner of England, there are few 
men, perhaps, of more talent, or at least of more honesty, than Dr 
Madden. Listen to the results which he himself has seen accrue 
from a blind adherence to Hahnemann's principles. I quote from 
a paper of Dr Madden's, " On the Use of Auxiliaries," published 
in the " HomcBopathic Joomal" for 1849, p. 314: — 

" About a year ago," mje Dr Madden, " I waa corunlted by a lady who had been 
long an invalid, and hod latterly been treated according to oni eyitem ; her attend- 
ant, however, was among the moat rigid adberentg to all tbe dogmas of our great 
muter, and accordingly he allowed no othei means beside an occasional laiement to 
be employed to overcome tbe great tendency to consdpaUoo under which she 
labonred. By degreeg tbe enema lost ita effect, and aba wm then directed to increaae 
the quantity naed, and the frequency oF ita employment. A number of pelvio symp- 
toms, which at this time maniftoted themBelves, were attributed by bei attendant to 
Dterine congestion, and she continned under hig care. When I first saw her she 
wai exceedingly weak, complained of constant dragging pains in the back, which 
prevented ber taking almost any exerdse, and the bowele never showed any symp- 
toniB of acdng, unless she took two or three enemas, consisting of a quart each. On 
examination, I found tbat^ though tbe uterus was slightly congested, it was by no 
means sufficiently so to account for her symptoms ; whereas the rectum was enor- 

' Preface to Organon, p. xii. At the same time, it may be proper to add, that in 
casee of poisoning with belladonna berries, etc., he allows of the propriety of emetics 
(Organon, p. 113), and of stimulants in asphyxia, etc., — these and surgical cases not 
coming, as he and his followers argue, within the province of a taw such as homceo- 
pathy, intended for tbe cure of medical diseases. 
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mooslf eolaiged, extending entitelj across tbe posterior wall of the pelvis, and bang 
fullj tlirea times its natural uze. That iAit moat unpleaaant morbid condition a trace- 
able to the treatment, I think there can be little doubt." 

Dr Madden gives the following details of another case, in which 
the effects were (to use his own words) " still more disastrous," — 
palsy of the lower part of the body, supervening in cons^uence: — 

" An elderl; gentleman," Dr Madden states, " who bad lived freely, and snffered 
mncb from gont, was induced to conenlt a hamceopathist, on acconnt of the chattered 
condition of his general bealtb. As be bad been transgressing tbe lavs of health In 
man]' ways, tbe first effects of the treatment were decidedly beneiicial, aa his medical 
man enforced temperance and regularity. Bnt after a time, the system began to 
succumb under the too rigid abstinence which bad been recommended, and the 
bowels ceased to respond to the bomceopathic remedies ; and the medical man, fear- 
ing that one or two slight divergences from the striotest homteopathic mles were 
the cause of this failure, urged a still closer adherence to every particular ; and the 
resnit was, thai, after a few weeks of unsuccessful treatment, an anack of paraplegia 

ensued, wbicb has proved incurable I feel satisfied that tbe paraplegic attack 

might have been delayed, if not warded o^ had the patient been put upon a more 
liberal diet, and occasional mild aperients administered when necessary."* 

It b sometimes urged as a reason for temporarily trusting to 
homceopathy and its infinitesimal doses, that the trial of this prao 
tice and of these me^dnes will at least do no harm, provided it 
does no good. But the omission of due remedial measures is very 
often accompanied with injury, and it may be, and doubtlessly often 
is, irreparable injury ; for under such inane and negative means as 
infinitesimal bomceopathic doses the disease is allowed to march 
onwarda in its course while tbe trial is making ; and when other 
active and proper me^is are at last bad recourse to, tbe aid may 
come too late to save the patient from a long convalescence, or too 
late even to save him from death. It is quite true that (as is 
already stated in a preceding chapter, p. 80), in a very large number 
of cases and afllections, nature is perfectly adequate to restore the 
patient without the aid of drugs, " In 1000 common ailments (says 
Dr Moore),' though no remedies were used, probably not above two 
or three would prove fatal. And if all were treated by a physician 
who ordered nothing injurious, he might acquire by the results consi- 
derable credit. Even should all those cases have fallen into tbe hands 

' Dr Madden in " British Journal of Homceopathy," Ko. jcxiii. p. 316. 

> History of the Practice of Vaccination (ISIT), p. 54, Tbns (to quote again tbe 
same writer), it happened that " the properties of amulets have ever been maintained 
on the grounds of exfbribijc^ on lAe very princ^lee of Bacon's pAilotophy ,- as the 
fbrtonate possessed usually escaped death many times, and never died bat once." — 
F. 59. See the foot-note to a precetUog page (p. 81). 
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of an ignorant impostor, though the salutary operations of nature 
should have been weakened or counteracted by his interference, and 
ten or twenty actually destroyed, he might still have a pretext for 
boasting of having cored 980 or 990 sick persons."* Bat tfaongh 
the unaided powers of nature are thus in many instances quite ade- 
quate to avert lingering disease or death, they fail to do so in other 
cases and in oth^ diseases. We have already seen (p. 112) that 
the proportion of deaths in pneumonia, for example, is strictly 
regulated by the day or date of the disease at which proper remedial 
measures are adopted ; that the mortaUty ensuing upon this malady 
is comparatively very small when the patients are submitted early 
to due medical treatment ; and that, on the contrary, its attend- 
ant mortality becomes greater and greater in proportion as they 
delay longer and longer in subjecting themselves to that treat- 
ment. We have seen also (pp. 110 and 111) how, in those that 
did recover, the rapidity of the disappearance of different symptoms, 
and the total duration of the convalescence, was regulated also by 
the date of the adoption of appropriate treatment. If it he argued, 
then, that the omission of this appropriate treatment is justifiable in 
cases of disease, and that homoeopathy, " if it does no good, can do 
no harm," we would beg to reply to such sophistry in the words 
used by Dr Beddoes, half a century ago," in reference to another 
practice. " But if it does no good, it can do harm (writes Dr 
Beddoes), all possible harm, — provided in kilhng there he harm. It 
can (he continues) arrest the rescuing hand till the silent but pro- 
gressive finger of fate move fiiom ' time is' to ' time ie no more.' 
There are (Dr R adds) plenty of occasions on which water-gmel, 
upon the harmless principle, will thus do a man's business, just as 
effectually as laurel water." 

' Dr Moore's remarks apply to the milder fonng of human ailments. lo malignant 
eholera, for instance, about 1 in 3 diei; in small-poz, 1 in fi in lome apidemlct; in 
pneumonia we hare seen 1 in 13 dying irhen the disease wm not interfered with by 
medicine (see p, 105), Again, we hare aleo seen that, in the practice of the anny 
and naiy (where appropriate treatment ia early and actively applied), the same dis- 
ease proves fatal in aboat 1 in every S8 cases ; and in some of the retnms from the 
pablic Hervicea, the mortality in pnenmonia is scarcely above 2 in every IDO attacked 
with that malady, 

> Eesays Moral and Medical, vol i., 2d Eseay, p. 31. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

PATRONAGE OF MEDICAL QUACKBEIES ; AGGRAVATIONS FOL- 
LOWING HOMdIOPATHIO DOSES, AND ERRORS OP PATIENTS 
AS TO THEIR EFrECTS s RATIONALE OP HOM(BOPATHY; 
80PERSBNSIBILITV OF DISEASED PARTS ; miOSYNCRACIES, 



Mankind seem capable of thinking and reasoning more accorately 
upon almost every other kind of practical art and science than 
they do in regard to medidne. Neither lawyers themselves, nor the 
public, would listen, £oe instance, for a moment to any astounding 
quackery in law. Suppose any law-reformer sfaobld undertake to 
prove that a payment by on " infinitesimal" mustard seed or straw was 
quite equal in its legal amount and potency to a round sum in gold, 
would he not be rated not merely as illo^cal, but as actually insane? 
The same character, I believe, would be accorded to any quack- 
agriculturist who should rise up at the present time and declaim, that 
during the past thousands of ye-ars the true science of agriculture has 
remained totally mistaken aad undiscovered, and that one grain of 
guano, or of phosphate of ammonia, or of other manures, if properiy 
diluted and shaken in an ocean of fluid as large as the Baltic or 
Mediterranean seas, would form a mixture of *' terrific potency" (to 
borrow the language of the horaoeopathists) for fertilizing the soils, 
not only of a single farm, bat of whole counties and kingdoms. Or 
what character would the world attribute to any politician, who should 
gravely propound that our paupers and others need not be longer a 
heavy pecuniary burden upon the poor-rates or the state, as he had 
discovered a cheap and "infallible" law or method of perma- 
nently supporting each and all of them upon — an infusion of a few 
grains of curry-powder t 

In relation to such subjects, in the practical arts and sciences of 
law, agriculture, politics, etc., the public mind readily enough per- 
ceives the exquisitely ridiculous character of any such charlatanic 
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pliantasies and delusions. But all past history and all modem his- 
tory alike show that, in relation to medicine as a practical art and 
science, the matter stands widely tUfFerent. For every few years 
some reformer or another has sprung up (and pr^oming npon the 
ignorance of the public in relation to the complex vital laws of 
health and disease), has roundly declared that the true nature 
and trae treatment of human disease were unknown till his time, 
Euid that it has been left to him and to his sagacity to discover 
at last a new infallible cure, or a new infallible system of cure, for 
the various ailments of mankind. And all past as well as present 
experience ftirther shows, that the greater the degree of dogmatism 
and efirontery with which any such medical pretender proclaims bis 
doctrine, and the greater also the abuse which he bestows upon the 
medical profession at large, the greater, in all probability, will be his 
snecess in gaining patients and patrons amongst the credulous 
public. Nay, sometimes, apparently the more there is of irration- 
ality in any new or revived charlatanic medical doctrine or practice, 
the more converts it is likely to gain ; provided only its proposer and 
his credulous patrons show no scruples of conscience in suggesting 
and promulgating its imaginary cures. The designing pretender of 
the new doctrine may further be a person tottOly unacquainted with 
physiology, or pathology, or medical science in any way, and yet all 
past experience shows that this is no reason why he should not tuUy 
and at once be trusted as a medical practitioner by the public, if he 
only boldly and unhesitatingly declares himself to have detected 
some " new gift of healing." ' The kind of credulity, I repeat, which 
the public thus show daily in relation to medicine they show in re- 
lation to no other practical art or science. Indeed, if, as I have 
already remarked, a similar species of charlatanry were attempted 
in relation to most other arts and sciences, the delusion would be at 
once detected, and the imposture duly denounced; whilst, in medi- 
cine, the delusion would, on the other hand, probably make the pro- 
pounder's fame and fortune, and in the course of years be forgotten. 

' I am iafonned b; ft phj^aician (Pr Sleigb), to whom St Jobn "Long waa induced 
to appi; for iustrnction after hie first (rial for manslaughter, that he found him (even 
for a layman and non-profesaional man) utterly stud most strangely i|^orant on 
BTerything whatever, however elementary, relating to the atrnclnre, fanctiona, and 
disease! of tbebody. Yet bj that time Long's lubbings and Uniinents had, it waa aaid, 
gained for him L.l 00,000 oat of tbepockeCs of the credulooa pnblic of London; and 
noblemen, olecgymen, generals, ete., atood forward at hia two trials to attest and 
■wear to his great medical knowledge. 
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" Hare not (sajs Dr Mai^liaU Hall) all ajstems bad their brief day, and tlien 
failed hitherto ? " " What," he asts, " should wo thini of an ignorant peasant turn- 
ing qaack engineer ? I do indeed (he remarks) remember to have seen penone, 
when their watch would not go, give it a good shalie ; and once or twice this coarse 
mpde of watch-therapenUcs may have Bucceeded in removing Bome unknown obatacle 
(o its movements, and the littie machine may have resumed its horolo^cal career. 
Such a Inckj accident in experiments on the human frame and its diseases, has made 
the fortune of a quack in medicine. Yet would any one in his senses deliberately 
deliver over bis natch to the issue of snch an experiment ? Would not the shake be 
more likely to move the diaplacod pivot still fnitfaer from its proper position in the 
many ivrong directions, than to replace it in the one right one ? Yet to such esperi- 
meots— to sncb violent and ignorant esperimenis — many entrust the well-being of 
that most oomplioated And delicate of all machines, that ■ harp of a Ibousiuid strings,' 
the human frame!"' 



The corions amount of true folly often betxayed by the credulous 
public, in thus patronising new and pretended universal methods of 
-cure, can only fully be appreciated by physicians who are acquainted 
with the actual nature of the diseases which are to be cured ; or by 
others, who, if not physicians, may for a moment give themselvea 
the trouble of considering and mastering the pretensions of the new 
empiricism, whatever it may be. I have quoted in a preceding page 
(p. 79), &oin Sir Benjamin Brodie, an account of a London em- 
piric^ who, some years ago, rose into rapid practice in consequence of 
alleging that he had made a great discovery in the healing art, viz., 
that mere dry rubbing or shampooing, in his particular way, was a 
remedy for all disorders. No doubt the simple rubbing or shampooing 
of the surface, such as this quack practised, is one useftil means of 
treatment ; and has been generally recognised by the profession in all 
ages as such in some particular cases j as where there is stifihess of 
the apparatus of motion from disuse, and from the slighter forms of 
functional disease and injury. No doubt, also, the whole class of 
" malades imaginaiTes" and hypochondriac artists, lawyers, old ladies, 
and others, suffering from the mere effects of sedentaiy habits and 
want of suiGcient physical exercise, may have their health improved 
by being forced once or oftener for an hour or so daily (under the 
name of shampooing) to exert muscles and parts to which they would 
not otherwise give due healthy exercise, and to have the surfaces of 
their skin cleansed and excited by it. But, to imagine, as this Lon- 
don empiric and hia patrons alleged, that rubbing the skin would 
cure the various internal diseases of the abdomen, chest, eyes, ears, 

> Practice Obserralions and Suggestions in Medians, p. 9. - 
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spinal cord, ete., for wbicli he applied Mb fi^ctiona and pmchings, is an 
absnrditj of which even an unprejudiced child might see the trae 
character. The practice was applied, for instance (to take one example 
only), in cases in which one or other side of the body was entirely 
palsied, in con8ec[uence of previous attacks of hemorrhagic apoplexy. 
Such an apoplectic attack produces, as is well known, that palsy of 
the ^de which follows it, by injury of the opposite hemisphere of the 
brain, &om an efiusion or efiudons of clots of blood into the sub- 
stance, or upon the surface of the brain. To dream and fency, that 
in such a case, the disease could really be removed by merely mbbiug 
and shampooing the skin, is to suppose, that this rubbing or sham- 
pooing of the skin coold remove a clot of blood situated in the interior 
of the head, or mend the local injuries of the brain left by that clot. 
The watchmaker mi^t as well expect to mend the broken wheel or 
munspring of a watch by rubbing the enrface of the glass face or 
gold back of the watch, as a rational man conld expect to rectify the 
lesions and injuries producing a hemiplegic side, by rubbing the 
patient's surf'ace. And certainly a quack engineer might as sanely 
imagine, that he conld rectify the diversified derangements and in- 
juries that are apt to take place in the interior^of a locomotive en^ne, 
by merely rubbing and bumiahing the sui&ce of the shell or case- 
ment of the locomotive, as a medical practitioner could expect to 
cure the lesions of the interior of the human body by nibbing the 
surface of the body. ' 

One other strange circumstance seems to hold tme of all types 
and forms of medical quackery, viz., — that the victims and patrons 
of it are generally ready to assert, in the moat uncompromising 
terms, and even to swear to, all kinds of improbabilities and impos- 
sibilities in regard to its effects. Thus (as I have already quoted 

' Ttie case of the robbing empiric, described b; Sir Benjamin, illiuCrates another 
cnriotis general fact in the hiator; of each practices — nametj, the miliomided eama 
that the public will freelj and itrdeiitlj pa; to sach medical pieteodera, while, at the 
game time, the; often grudge the educated medical practitioner his oompanUirelj 
infimteaimal fees. In the notice of this Loadon rubber, it is stated, for instance, that 
— " A young lady, whose lower limbs bad been paralytic from infancy, was bronght 
to him ftom the country to be cared. At the end of ft year, £500 haring been ex- 
pended Itt the esperiment, she retained home In the same state as when she had left 
it ; but promises were made to her that if the process were repeated, it would pro* 
dues the desiied effect at latt; and she came to Loadon again for the porpoee. The 
reeult was sacb as might liave been antidpated" — namely, some pecuniary benefit 
to the Impostor, but— no medical benefit whatever to the patient. — See anteriorly, foot- 
note, p. 79 ; and QuarUrlg Bevieui, Tol. Issi. p. 91. 
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from Dr Curie, at p. 37), amoDg the nameroofl witnesses, Nobles, 
GeneralB, etc., brongbt forward hj Mr St John Long, at his trial 
&r manslaTighter, in consequence of his applications and rubbing, 
Lord Ingestre swore, " that he saw St John Long draw several pints 
of a liquid like mercury from a patient's brain," viz., the braio, I 

believe, of the late Sir P s B— d— t. And I have at the 

same time (p. 36), cited Hartley, the metaphysician, as gravely and 
seriously publishing to the world an account of his own cure, and of 
the supposed cure of 150 others, by Mrs Steven's absurd specific, 
the fact being — that he himself, and no doubt most (^ the other 150, 
died of the very disease of which he gravely and publicly avowed 
himself and them to be thus cured. No doubt, also, many of these 
150, like Dr Hartley, cozened themselves, and tried to cozen others 
into the belief, that they were cured of their maladies, when such 
was not in any degree the fact. " For there is," observes a late 
medical writer, " a strong inclination in mankind generally to aaaist 
in propagating an imposition to which they have themselves yielded ; 
both because it makes them objects of interest to the public, and 
because it appears to justify them in having given it their confi- 
dence."* They are in consequence, often indiscreetly, and almost 
unwittingly, led to assevorate as true, about such new practices, 
things which have no actual foundation in sober truth. We have 
already quoted Dr Moore as correctly obaorring, in relation to this 
very curious trait in human nature, that " Clergymen, Judges, and 
Peers are daily swearing that th^ have been cured of incurable 
diseasea ; but the meanest apothecary smiles with contempt when he 
reads their splendid testimonials. . . Yet, if any one should 
attempt, by investigating each particular case, to reftite it, he would 
soon discover the impoaaibihty of succeeding. I have been requested 
(he adds), on various occasions, to make such researches, and gener- 
ally found that the patients were completely convinced of the truth 
of the attestation, whether the remedy was physic, magnetism, or a 
tractor. In short, they were ready to take the most solemn oath to 
what was quite impossible to be truet" (See antecedently, p. 81). 
Almost all pretended new systems of medicine and cure, agree in 
one other respect. Whatever may be the original doctrine which 
has caught the imagination of the new reformer, and has been made 
by him the basis of his system, this original fundamental doctrine, 

> Medical Oaiotte tor 20ih Januar; 1843. 
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always betimes comes to be supported, enveloped in, and,— as it is 
sometimes termed, — " proved," by othet additional doctrines. The 
original primary fancy, or supposed primary fact, requires to be duly 
clotbed in otber secondary fancies and " facts" of the same kind, in 
order that the whole may come out under the appearance of a con- 
sbtent creed. Even the poor rubber, for example, has pretended 
synovial deposits to rub down in parts where no synovia ever ex- 
isted ; he has to clear away synovial swellings around tbe trunks of 
nerves going to weak limbs, and finds, or pretends to find, on the 
bodies of his patients these swellings in localities where every tyro 
in anatomy knows there are no nervous trunks ; he sets himself de- 
Uberaiely to rub down the natural projections and tuberosities on 
the bones, as if any amount of rubbing coold enable him to change 
the necessary forms which Nature has given to the skeleton, etc. ; 
he declares indigestions and cancers, cataracts and amauroses, con- 
genitally deformed or idiotic brains, and sprained thumbs, to be all 
eqnally cases of displaced or deranged synovia, and to be affections 
all equally curable by external mauipidations ; and he cozens his 
victims into tbe belief, that the normal swellings of bones, glands, 
etc., are anormal and diseased, and can and must be discussed by 
pinching and shampooing the surface, — the whole constituting a 
medical doctrine that any rational man unacquainted with^the hiEh 
tories of past medical quackeries, would, a priori, suppose to form an 
imposture, which the intellect even of a South S«i savage could 
easily enough see through and despise ; but yet all past medical 
experience amply aud humiliatingly shows that even such a crude 
medical creed, and even such a gross medical deception as this, can 
always for a time get patrons and enthusiastic promulgators among 
those educated but weak-minded patrons of quackery in civilised 
England, who are ever ready to adopt every new extravagance in 
medicine (and sometimes in religion too), and ever ready also to 
asseverate and swear to all kinds of untrue and impossible cures in 
attestation of that which, at the time, happens to be' their own latest 
form of medical credulity. In respect of subordinate creeds and sub- 
sidiary hypotheses, the doctrine and system of homoBOpathy is but 
a modem repetition of the history of a hundred other in&llible 
doctrines and systems of cure which have been propounded and 
disappeared befijre it. And like several of them, it is as extravagant 
in some of these its minor doctrines and details, as it is in its 
primary foundation. 
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The ''in&llible law," similia gimilihiis eurantu/r, came Id Hahne- 
manQ'snimd to embrace within it and under It, annmberof minor laws 
or doctrines of more or leas importance to the original dogma itself. 
In the present and following chapter I propose to notice briefly, 
the principal of these minor tenets in homeeopathy ; but particularly 
Hahnemann's doctrine regarding medicinal aggravations, — bis tenets 
relative to the supernsensibility of diseased parts to infinitesimal 
medicines, — his deductions regarding the action of medicine Irom 
observations on the idiosyncracies of individaals, — bis doctrine re- 
lative to the repetition of doses, — his rationale of the homoeopathic 
method of cnre, etc, 

1. Doctrine of Medicinal Aggravations, and Mistakes of Patients in 
Judging of Effects of Infmilesimal Doses. 

Patients who are taking homceopathic globules or drugs, either of 
their own accord or by the prescription of homceopathic practitioners, 
constantly talk of them producing effects upon themselves which 
these drugs, however, ought not to produce. They speak of ob- 
serving consequences from them in their own persons, and in their 
own experience, which very consequences ought never to follow theip 
use according to Hahnemann and the whole spirit of the Infallible 
homceopatiiic law. Nay, the very occurrence of these effects, which 
such individuals often deem incontrovertible proof of the utility and 
proper action of the drugs, is (however unwittingly to themselves) 
the most incontrovertible of ^ evidence that they have In truth 
riot been at all influenced or affected by the homoeopathic globules 
which they may have smelled or swallowed. 

When suffering under slight headache, cough, etc., for example, 
homcBopathJc patients ever and anon state, that the globules which 
they received from their homoeopathic practitioner bad the effect of 
relieving them In a few hours by an active perspiration, catharsis, 
or other form of evacuation ; and they Innocently and confidently 
attribute their salutary diaphoresis, diarrhoaa, diuresis, etc., to the 
action of the drug which they h^ swallowed, and appeal to this as 
indubitable evidence of the efficacy of the infinitesimal globule. It 
is evidence, however, of two things perfectly the reverse, viz., first, 
either (what was very probable) that nature was throwing off the dis- 
ease in these ways (as by diaphoresis, for example), or perhaps the bath 
they had used, the heat of the bed, or the fluid they had swallowed. 
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was acting as a sudorific; or, secondly, that the drag given to them 
and swallowed by them was some safBciently active form of sllojKithic 
diapborotic, cathartic, etc., snrreptitionsly ^ven (as described in the 
lasf chapter) under the guise of a homoeopathic globnle or tincture. 
For, a proper inliiiitesiiDal homoeopathic dose in snch cases can, and 
ooght, according to the whole spirit of Hahnemann's exposition and 
experience, to have no such active effect as the production of dia- 
phoresis, or other evacuation ; but ought merely to make the patient 
"grow hourly better," by the simple dUappearanee, after a time, 
of the symptoms of the disease, without any discharge by the skin, 
etc., or any special disturbance whatever in the functions of other 
parts than those primarily affected. Under the action of a proper 
hom<eopathic drug, no new symptoms or affections, snch as dia- 
phoresis, diairlicea, etc., should appear to be produced. The old 
or pre-existing symptoms only are modified by it ; and not new 
symptoms created by it. "For when an appropriate homoeopathic 
j^obole is given (says Hahnemann), the disease, if it be not 
one of a very long standing, will generally be removed and extin- 
guished by the first dose of it, without any considerable disturbance. 
I say without any considerable disturbance, for in the employment 
of the moat appn^riate homceopathic remedy, it is only the symptoms 
of ike tnedwiTte that correspond to the eymptoms of the disease that 
are called into play, the former occupying the place of the latter 
(weaker) in the organism, and thereby annihilating them by 
supericHi^ of power ; but the otheb sthptoms of the homoeo- 
pathic medicine, which are often very nnmerons, being in no way 
applicable to the case of disease in question, do mot appear at aU. 
The patient growing hourly better, feels almost nothing of them at 
idl, because the excessively minute dose requisite for homoeopathic 
use is much too weak to produce the other symptoms of the medieiM 
that are NOT HOMtEOPATHlc to the case in those parts of the body 
that are free from disease."^ 

Nay, the very production of any nets symptoms or effects, 
such a^ diaphoresis, diairhcea, diuresis, etc., by any medicine given, 
is, according to Hahnemann, not merely not a hwnoeopathio result 
of a homoeopathic dose, but, on the contrary, if it were accident- 
ally a resist of such a dose, it would work Aarm instead of good to 
the patient. " Every medicine (says Haiinemann) prescribed for a 

' Orgooon, p. 335. 
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case of disease which, in the coarse of its action, prodaces a wto 
and troableaome symptom not appertaining to the disease to be 
cured, is not capable c£ ef&icting real improvement, and cannot ba 
considered as homceopathically selected ;" ' and every aggravation by 
the production of raicb new symptoms, shows the medicine to be 
" ill-selected " and not homoeopaUitc, and " invariably proves xta- 
suitableness" on the part of the drag.' Nature, Hahnemann al- 
lows, sometimeB "herself cures disease by a crisis or increased 
activity in scnne neighbouring otgan or surface, as ' vomiting, purg- 
ing, diaphen^sis, diuresis,' etc. ; but then (he adds) it is only by the 
deatmction and sacrifice of a portion of the organism itself that 
nn^ded nature (thus) can save the patient in acute diseases, and, 
if death do not ensne, restore, though mly slowly and imperfectly, 
the hann(my of life — health." But, he farther avers, that homceo- 
pathy should overpower and subdue diseases, both acute and 
chnmi(^ " directly and without such eaerificea" as diaphore^ 
diarrhoea, etc.* And if the homoeopathic medicine pven be so 
strong as to produce snch new symptoms, as *' vomiting, diarrhce% 
fever, pearspiration, and so forth, little or no good towards curing 
the disease will be thereby accomplished ; ON THE COSTKABt, tht 
patient CHahnemann avers), will be thereby perceptibfy weakened, and 
for a long time the admiiustrati<Hi of even the smallest dose of the 
same remedy mnst not be thought of, if we would not wish to injure 
the patiMit."* 

Again, medical men are sometimes told that the swallowing <^ 
this or of that homoeopathic remedy, at once and instantly began to 
relieve the patient of the symptoms for which it was exhibited ; and 
that the symptoms of the affection were forthwith and dhwtly abated 
and dimimafied. I have heard it farther upheld, that this rapid and 
happy result could not be a mental eflfect of the globules, as it was 
specially seen and observable in sick infants when treated homceo 
pathically; and in whose cases no belief, hope, or other mental in- 
fluence, conld be supposed to produce the result. Every one who 
has watched the natural conrse of diseases in infancy, when no re- 
medies are given, has remarked the rapid phases and changes of 
alternating amelioration and aggravation repeatedly and constantly 
taking place in them. Frequent remittance, and consequent in- 

> OrganoD, p. 300. ' Ibid, p. 303. * Ibid, p. 129 and p. fiS. ' Ibtd, p. 390. 
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crease of BymptomB, is a well^own peculiarity in most of the dis- 
eases of in&iit^, and more paiticidarly in those accompanied with 
tmj degree of fever. And that any changes occnrring in the 
abatement and amelioration of the symptoms in their diseases, im- 
mediately aiter the homeopathic globules are swallowed, are changes 
independent of the globiiles, ia easily proved. Those, indeed, who 
adduce thb abatement as an evidence of the effect of the homoeo- 
pathic drug, make an utter mistake as to what the primary effect of 
the homceopathic drug ought to be. For, in the first instance, it 
ought to exalt and aggravate the existing symptoms, and not abate 
and diminish them. They believe that the globule has acted, be- 
cause the symptoms are immediately and evidently decreased in 
severity. But if the homoeopathic globule acted at all, the very 
reverse result should first follow, viz., an immediate and evident in- 
crease of the severity of the principal symptoms of the disease, what- 
ever these symptoms are. In various febrile affections (to take them 
as an example) the homoeopathic practitioner or homoeopathic ama- 
teur often (though much against Hahnemannic and homceopathic 
rules) ^ves infinitesimal globules of aconite;^ and from the pulse 
beginning to fall and the fever to disappear within the course of half 
an hour or longer, it has been often argued that such happy results 
were the homceopathic effects of the action of the aconite. 

Every mei^cal man knows, that many feverish attacks will, under 
rest and abstinence (two things which the homoeopath always enjoins 
in such cases, in combination with the aconite) speedily and spon- 
taneously disappear without any drug at all. And if the pnlse fall 



' Hdhnemaiiii recommetids Aconite, when need, to be given in decillioulh glabnlee, 
orrather ss ft loooth part of ft deciUionth; and odds, " it ia rsrel; necessar; to give 
another Bncb dose tbirtj-Biz or fortj-eight honra kfter the firBt.": — 71b SahnenuBin 
Materia Medico, p. 39. Mr Everest, bis Taunted pereonat friend and pnpil, tells oa 
that a true applicatlbn of the doctrine of homceopatbj " excludes the use of Aconite 
in almost every case in which it is now emplojed bj bomteopathiats." — Sermon, p. 
1 2. " It m&j (be adds) be deduced f^om the ' Oipuion,' that Aconite should be y«rj 
rarel; used ; that it is seldom wanted at all ; that it almost alwajs doea host xx- 
Ttxeiva MI8CHIBF b; destrojing the homceopathicity of the true remedj; and, in 
fact, except in cases of pure inflammatoiy f^Tsr, pneumonia, and one or two other 
tUsorders, ^onld be cautiooslj' avoided. Hahnemann indeed told me that, except- 
ing in pnT« inSammatorf iever, he knew no case where it was wanted. Now, look' 
to bU our manuals, read all our cases, aud ask jourself what sort of system of 
medicine we are establishing. I assure ;ou seriously, that, absurd as the old sys- 
tem is, it ia not much more injurious than this, vis., hom<eopathy aa practised by 
British bomceopatbio pbysiciani and amateurs."- .Sermon, p. 12. 
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and the other symptoms of the fever abate immediately or shortly 
after the dose of aconite, it is the most conclusive of all arguments 
that the change was owing to nature, or, at all events, vot to any 
hoTfueopatkic action of the aconite. For, according to Hahnemann's - 
own explicit and repeated evidence, and his own reiterated statement, 
and according to the whole spirit and tenor of the homoeopathic 
method of curt.', every homoeopathic drug ought, in the first instance, 
and for a longer or shorter time, as an hour or longer, after its ex- 
hibition, to produce an aggravation or exaltation of the symp- 
toms of the disease, and not their relief and ahalement. The disease 
ought not to be immediately made better, but it ought to be made 
worse, in the first instance at all events, by the remedy employed; that 
is, if the drug acts homoeopathically at all, and not antipathically. 
And those disciples who argue that the disease was made better 
under these circumstances, offer In fact the most conclusive evidence 
that the result was not a result of the homoeopathic drug, but oc- 
curred altogether independently of the drug. This subject, however, 
is so important in relation to homosopathy, as to merit one or two 
additional observations and proofs. 

AjxA, first, let me remark, that the whole Hahoemarmic theory of 
medicine presupposes that, in order that the disease under which 
any patient is labouring may be homoeopathically removed and anni- 
hilated, the dose of drug exhibited must first produce in the patient 
"a medicinal disease somewhat BTBONGBB or greater than the 
malady to be cured."* This paramount principle in homceopathy 
is enunciated repeatedly by Hahnemann in different parts of his 
" Organon." The aim of homceopathic medicine is, as he states it, 
"by means of a similar affection developed by a homoeopath ionlly 
chosen remedy, to excite in it (the vital force) a medicinal disease 
somewhat GREATER in degree, so that the natural morbid affection can 
no longer act upon the vital force."' — "The similar artificial diseases 
excited by medicine are," he elsewhere observes, "stronger than the 
natural disease ;" and in curing by medicines homoeopathically, the 
practitioner " produces a disease very similar but strongei'' than the 
natural disease. "The curative power of medicines, therefore, de- 
pends on their symptoms, similar to the disease, but superior to it 
in strength."' A disease (to quote another of his expressions of the 
same ruling principle) can be removed " solely by one that is similar 

' Organon, p. 23". ' Ibid, i>. 4L - 'Ibid, p. 126. 
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in symptoms, and b somewhat s(r&njrer,accordingtoetenial, unchange- 
able laws of nature, which have not hitherto been recognised."' 

But, secondly, an important corallaiy flows from the preceding 
premise. For Hahnemann liirther reasons, and avers, that, in con- 
sequence of the use of a proper homoeopathic remedy, similar H^ but 
stronger than the existing disease, the disease itself of the patient, or 
its symptoms, are necessarily for a ^me incbgased or exalted. 
Such in fact must inevitably be the natural result, provided the 
homoeopathic dose were of any real efficacy at all. For, if the 
homoeopathic dose tended, as it is supposed to do, to produce artifi- 
cially the same or similar symptoms in the patient to those which 
already pre-existed, it must necessarily aggravate these pre-existing 
symptoms. In a case of pleurisy (to take the example we have 
already adduced), if the homceopathist had a remedy which could 
produce the four principal symptoms of pleurisy, — the fever, the 
pain in the side, the cough, and the difficult breathing, — the patient 
ought to suffer an exaltation or aggravation of the fever, and of the 
pain in the side, and of the cough, and of the difficult breathing, 
when, in addition to the amount of suffering which already existed 
from these symptoms as parts of the natural disease under which he 
was suffering, he employed a drug capable of exciting these symp- 
toms as parts of the curative disease ; seeing, indeed, it ought to 
cause them therapeutically, even if they had not existed at all pre- 
viously as parts of the natural disease. 

Hahnemann, in various parts of his work, has dwelt upon this 
therapeutic " aggravation " or " exaltation" of the symptoms by the 
homceopathic remtjdy. A homceopathically selected remedy, ho 
iliserves, " usually immediately after ingestion, for the fiest hour, 
iir POH A FEW H0UK8, causcs a kind of slight aggravation (where the 
lose has been somewhat too large, however, for a considerable number 
of hours), which has so much resemblance to the original disease 
that it seems to the patient to be an aggravation of his disease. 
But it is, in reality, nothing more than an extremely similar medi- 
cinal disease, somewhat exceeding in strength the original affection,"* 

In fact, as we have seen in a preceding chapter,' it was the fear 
of artificially and medicinally aggravating and exalting, by the 
similar drug employed, the existing symptoms of the disease to too 
great and dangerous, or even to a fatal amount, that first induced 

' Orgsaon, p. 151. ' Ibid, p. 337. * See Chap. t. p. 3S. 
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HahDemann to dtminish the doses of his homceopathic drugs, and to 
have recourse at last to infinitesimal quantities tmly ; in order that 
the resulting medicinal exaltation or agf^vation of the symptoms 
might not rise to a severe or perilous degree. " The smaller," he 
obsetvea, " the dose of the homoeopathic remedy is, so much the 
slighter and shorter is thia apparent increase of the disease during 
the first liours. But as the dose of a homosopathic remedy can 
scarcely ever be made so small that it shall not be able to relieve, 
overpower, indeed completely cure and annihilate the pure natural 
disease, of not very long standing, that is analogous to it, we can 
understand why a dose of an appropriate homceopathic medicine, 
not the very smallest possible, does always, during the first 
HOUR AFTER ITS INGESTION, pfoduce a perceptible homoeopathic 
aggravation of this kind.'" Again, in chronic cases where medicines 
of a more chronic action are ^ven, he states that such aggravations, 



' Or^anon, p. 238. ThesB BlatemenU of E&hnemanD, legarding Che ^xaUkHoii or 
*KSi^''*ti'^ of (be existing ajmptoms of the, disease by an inSiiitesimat dote oTaweU- 
aeiected nod appropriate homwopaUiic reined;, are iaid down witb all his nana! strong 
asserelatioDS and d<^matisni. At a meeting of tbe Honiixopatbic Medical Society 
iD London some lime ago, odb of the attending homceopathisls declared, that he 
had only Ken an aggravation in ont case, and that in an instance where the homceo- 
pathic niedicine employed was, aeoording to the homteopathiats Ihemselres, no medi- 
cine at alt — for it only consisted of nigar of milk altogether nndrugged. — British 
Joanud of Homaopathy, vol. v. p. 352. In rererring to the practice of the Leipsic 
Hospital, as bearing on these aggraiations, Dr Black remarks, " It appears not a 
!Utk extraordinary tbat they now see nothing of (bese aggravations, of which only 
two jears preTiously they were able lo produce several examples." — Black's Frm- 
ciples of ITomieopathi/, p. 14. Schneider (another hooKeopathic authority) believes, 
" the so-called homteopathic aggravation to be either a one-Bided medicinal action 
on certain parts, caused by the powerful character of the dose, or spontaneous 
aggravation of the disease, or the excitation that sometimes precedes the crisis, or 
an apparent aggravation of certain gymptoms, or ' the physical eiFect of the honjo^o- 
pathio theory," tbat is to aaj^ancy."- — British Journal of Homceopalhy, vol. vii, 
p. 335. Other hom<eopathists have eipressed a similar scepticism regarding the 
doctrine of homceopBtfaic aggravation. Thus Sohron calls the homceopathic a^ra- 
vatJonan " onfortDuaM dogma; " and Schneider denominates it "a phantom." — Jovr- 
noJ of Bamaopalhy, vol. vii. p. 334. But to surrender the doctrine of aggravations 
from homceopathic doses even though no a^ravations can be proved to be seen, 
would certainly be surrendering the doctrine of homceopathic action of the drugs 
used. "To deny," lately observes Dr Beitby, "the frequent occurrence of medicinal 
aggravations, is to reject what, lo my mind is, the onlt coQclosive evidence of the 
ouratjve efficacy of iDGiiitesimal quantities of medicine ; foe il is only by the occur- 
rence of aggravations that the effects of the medicines are cert^nly manifested, and 
it is only by watching the relation of the medicinal aggravation of the symptoms to 
the amelioration whii-h ensaes, that we are assnred of their cnrative efficacy, and 
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or " apparent increase of the s^inptoms of the original disease, last- 
ing for one or several hours, may be perceived even far "many 
daya" after the globule is swallowed. " When (Hahnemann fm^er 
observes) I here limit the so-called hoiuoeopathie aggravation, or 
rather the primary action of the homoeopathic medicine that seems 
to INCREASE in some degree the symptoms of the original disease, to 
the first, or few first hours, this is certainly true with respect to 
diseases of a more acute character and of recent origin ; but where 
medicines of long action have to combat a malady of considerable, or 
of very long standing, where one dose, consequently, must continue 
to act for many days, we then see, during the first six, eight, or ten 
days, occasionally some such primary actions of the medicine, some 
such apparent increase of the sjonptoms of the original disease, 
(lasting for one or several hours) make their appearance, whilst 
in, the intervening hours amelioration of tlie whole malady is per- 
ceptible. After the lapse of these few days, the amelioration result- 
ing from such primary action of the medicine, proceeds almost 
uninterruptedly for several days longer," ' 

Rationale of the Jiomosopathic Mode of Cure 

Li explanation of the supposed curative action of his medicines, 
Hahnemann maintained the doctrine, that the " instinctive vital 
force" is, when a new medicinal disease is created, "compelled to 
direct an increased amount of energy" against the medicinal disease, 
and thus "soon overcomes it;" — the medicinal disease thus first 
overcoming the natural disease, and the instinctive vital force then 
speedily overcoming the remaining medicinal disease ; so that the 
vital fiirce " is now at last freed fix)m tlie artificial (medicinal) one, 
and hence is enabled again to carry on healthily the vital operations 
of the organism."^ 

are able to meet the objection of the allopath, that out cures are the work of natnrei 
!□ the wurils of Dc Scott, ' to deuj the exinteiice of medicinal iggrarations, at the 
same time to acknowledge the caralive <'flicac3r of infloitesimal doeFs, seems, to he 
equivalent to HBSerting, either that the labour of thns far reducinf; the quantitj of 
medicine is nnoeCBHBarj, or that the practitioner never errs in eelecting the due 
proportioDS, though his choice may lie between the incalculable range of propocliona 
from the crude mass to the tbiitieth dilnlion.' ' — Journal of Homaopathy, for April 
1892, p. 301. And Bochm denies a phjstcian (Schmid) to bo a homceopathiBt who 
rqeota the idea of medicioal a^ravationa — (Ester. ZeUsckrift JSr Homaopathie, toL 
iii p. 384. 

' Oi^auon, p. 339. ' Ibid, p I^S. 
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In another explanation, he treats his disciples to a military illnfi- 
tratton of the care of diseases homceopathically by similar artificial 
or medicinal diseases. " The vital force," he observes, " advances 
against the hostile disease, and yet no enemy can be overcome, ex- 
cept by a superior power. The homoeopathic medicine alone can 
supply the vital principle with this superior power." And he" fiirther 
states, that the vital force " opposes to the advancing hostile disease 
only a weak resbtance, and as the disease progresses and increases 
ill intensity, a greater resistance, hut (at best) one that is only equal 
to the hostile attack, in delicate patients not even equal, often only 
weaker ; for, offering an overpowering, an unhurtful opposition, it 
is not capable, not intended, not created. But if, by means of the 
action upon it by liomceopathic medicines, we physicians can repre- 
sent and oppose to this instinctive vital force its enemy, the disease, 
as it were, increased — however little increased — and if, in this man- 
ner, we magnify to the perception of the vital piinciple the picture 
of its enemy, the disease, by homoeopathic medicines that produce 
an imitation of the original disease, of illusive resemblance to it, we 
thereby, by degrees, cause and compel this instinctive vital force 
gradually to increase its energy, and to go on always increasing it 
more and more, until at length it becomes much stronger than the 
original disease was, so that it can again become the autocrat in itA 
own organism,"' etc. 

Truly this explanation or rationale of Hahnemann implies the 
strangest contradictions. For how (asks Dr Wolf) can it be 
reconciled with common sense, that the vital powers are too weak 
and insufficient to remove any natiu'al disease, or its symptoms, he 
they ever so trifling, without the aid of a homoeopathic drug, but 
are nevertheless sufficiently powerful to remove the greater (stronger 
'superior') drug sickness which is left after the natural disease ia 
extinguished ? Can any one comprehend that a power should be 
capable of overcoming a large obstacle, be incapable of removing, 
at the same time, a similar and comparatively much smaller one? 

Or to state tlie explanation of the homoeopathic law otherwise,* 

' Oi^anon, p. 130. 

' Hohnemaan himself odduoea an ioatsiice like that Bupponed of hom<£opathic 
cure bj "physical action," in the case of an eflasion and preaearf of blood, pro- 
daced by a blow apon the forehead,- — and the cfleiits of which, be arerB, thovld core, 
bomceopathicall}', bj a kind of infiniteaimal pressure with the soft thumb. "Tba 
injarj," sa;a Ht^Demaail, " reaulting from a blow on tbe forehead with a hard sab- 
Etance (a painful tumour) is eoon diminisl fA in pain and swelling bj preaelng on 
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let US suppose the instinctive vital force to be loaded with a certain 
amount or weight of disease. Let us say, for the sake of illustra- 
tion, that this weight of disease amounts to 100 grains. Replace, 
according to Hahnemann, this 100 grains weight (the force of 
the natural disease) by the weight of a similar artificial disease some- 
what greater (say 110 grains), and two most strange phenomena 
will follow : — 

1st. The similar artificial disease of 110 grains, when added to 
the natural disease of 100, does not increase the diseased load upon 
the "instinctive vital force" to 2 10 grains; but, on the other hand, it 
only " causes and compels " the instinctive vital force to increase its 
salutary energy till the natural disease or load of 100 is removed, 
and till nothing but the artificial load of 1 10 is left. 

And 2d (what is much more marvellous still), the " instinctive 
vital force " of the constitution which could not throw off the pre- 
vious diseased weight of 100 grains, throws off, under the infinitesi- 
mal dose, not only the old weight of 100 grains, but also the new 
and greater weight of 110 grains. 

Is it possible to conceive a doctrine more matchlessly absurd than 
this ? The " instinctive vital force " cannot, according to Hahne- 
mann, re-act with success against the natural disease, which, for the 
sake of illustration, we have taken to be equal to the power of 100 ; 
and yet it can re-act successfully both against it, and against an 
artificial disease having the power of 110. But, if the power of 100 
could not *' cause and compel this instinctive vital force to increase 
its energy," so as to throw off that amount of load, how could the 
new additional load of 110 excite it into a sufficient action, not 
only to throw this new weight off, but to overcome and reject both 
the new weight and the old? 

It is perhaps unnecessary to add, that Hahnemann, after all, offers 
no hind of reason for his idea of a medicinal disease " ayinpelUng" 
the vital force to expel the natural disease ; the whole is an attempt 
to solve the ignotum per ignotius ; and he takes for granted in this 
explanation, that the vital force could always overcome an artificial 
disease, though it could not overcome a similar natural disease, 
and that even though the artificial disease was " stronger" and 
" greater" than the natural. But, observes Dr Bushnan, whenever, 

the spot for a conuderBble time ivith tfae ball of tbe tbaoib, strong]]' at first, and then 
gradnall]' less fordbl;, JiotiKeopathkally, but cot bj an equal!;; hsrd blow with an 
ecjuallj hard bodj, which would increase tbe evil itirpalhicaUi)'. !" — Organon, p. 102. 
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remedies produce a series of symptoms exactly similar to (not to sny 
"stronger" or ^^ greater" than) those of the natural disease, "then 
their effects are permanent, and not to be distinguislied from the 
miun characters of natural maladies. Let arsenic produce " violent 
burning pain in the stomach, excessive thirst, conataut vomiting;, 
etc.," and we may be certain that the inflammation which it has 
excited is not of an evanescent character, to be easily overcome by 
the vital force. We may be certain that, if superadded to, or sub- 
stituted for, a spontaneous inflammation of the stomach, the patient 
would have little cause to congratulate himself on the change,'" 



Super-sensibiUtif of Diseased Parts to even Infinitesimal 
Doses of Drugs. 

There is another tenet bearing some relation to the two last, that 
demands a few remarks, more particularly as it is a point in the 
creed of homceopathy which is often and assiduously urged by 
the disciples of Hahnemann. Most inquisitive minds naturally ask, 
when looking first at the subject of homoeopathy. How is it possible 
that its infinitesimal billionth and decillionth doses (seeing they arc 
so extremely minute) can possibly have any action at all, and par- 
ticularly an action of "exaltation and aggravation," even though 
it were allowed that the drugs, nominally said to be contained 
in these biilionths and decillionths, were capable, in the healthy 
individual, of exciting in *' allopathic doses " symptoms of the 
disease against which they were exhibited 1 To explain this dif- 
ficulty, Hahnemann urged two points : —First, that in producing 
symptoms similar to the disease, the drug given must act upon the 
exact parts in the organisation of the body that are really afi^ected 
by the disease. In this reasoning, however, there was one strong 
oversight, viz., that if the drug given produced only similar, and 
not identical symptoms, it did not by any means of necessity follow, 
that it acted on the same part, and in the same way as the disease, 
for then its action would be isopathic rather than homoeopathic ; 
while the production of only similar symptoms, by its affecting the 
nearest points, would be like the " allopathic " action of a coun- 
ter-irritant, rather than a homoeopathic effect. And secondly, 
Hahnemann and his disciples further attempt to explain, that a 

1 Homceopathy, p. 101, 
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simple infiDitesimal dose is on\y required, because the Bensibility of 
the organ or part diseased is so exalted and Increased by its morbid 
state, that it is susceptible to the slightest morbific curative iofliir 
eiices ; as the eye when inflamed is susceptible of a very small 
amount of light. 

Further, Hahnemann and his disciples have argued, as we have 
seen in a preceding estract, that it was owing b3 this intensified 
sensibility In the diseased parts that a homceopathic drug, though 
possessing many different actions, still produced its medicinal homoeo- 
pathic action only in each special case of disease by acting only on 
those parts that were exalted in sensibility by the disease ; while, for 
the same reason, the dose was too minute to show any action upon 
those other organs and functions whose sensibility was not in the 
same way morbidly excited. As I have already remarked, this kind 
of specious sophistry has been much urged as a possible explanation 
of the curative agency of the infinitesimal homceopathic doses. 

The utter fallacy of the argument, however, may easily be shown. 
I shall content myself with pointing it out by one or two examples. 

Homteopathists aver, that an infinitesimal dose, properly chosen, 
acts directly upon the diseased part of the organization, because the 
sensibility of that part is, for the time being, intensified by the dis- 
ease. If its sensibility, however, is increased (as this explanation 
takes for granted), so greatly as to be influenced and excited, and 
the s[>ecia] symptoms aggravated, by the smallest infinite«imal dose, 
then an allopathic dose of the same drug in the same disease, millions 
or declllions of times larger, and possessing the same medicinal power 
in an infinitely greater degree, must of necessity be attended with 
extreme danger, or at least with extreme "exaltative increase" of the 
symptoms. But innumerable instances prove, in every-.day practice, 
that this is not the fact ; that the veiy reverse is the fact ; and that 
the very same medicines which are used by the homceopathists in 
"infinitesimal" doses, because of the supposed supersensibllity of 
the affected parts, are constantly employed by the legitimate phj- 
sieian In ordinary, and hence enormously more powerful, doses in 
the vciy same disease, without any aggravation of the disease or 
its symptoms. A case or two in filustration may simplify the 
remark. 

Colcliicum is one of the remedies used both by the legitimate 
physician and by the homoeopathist In some cases and modifica- 
tions of gout. In his " Manual of Homceopathic Medicine," Jahr 
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enumerates " rheumatic and gouty affections," as the first diseases in 
which the employment of this drug is indicated ; and he statea 
the dilutions or potencies of the drug, which are moat commonly 
used by tlie homoeopathic practitioner, to be the 6th, 13tb, 
and 30th. Let as sup|)0se the homoeopathic patient to have ex- 
hibited to him the lowest of these, viz., the 6th. A dose of this 
dilution or potency, contains 1,000,000,000,000th of a grain of 
colchicum. This iufinitesunal dose acts upon the parts diseased in 
gout (argue the homosopathista), because these parts are rendered 
greatly supersensitive hy the presence of the disease, and hence are 
capable of being influenced by a dose even so small as this. Further, 
according to Hahnemann and his disciples, even this small dose, 
before it produces a curative effect, should, from its homoeopatltic 
similarity, produce, in the first instance, an aggravation or exaltation 
of the symptoms. (See p. 210.) If, however, 4,000,000,000 or 
.^,000,000,000 times the amount of this dose were administered in 
a paroxysm of the same disease, the a^ravation, instead of being 
merely perceptible, ought to be tremendous. Such, however, as is 
well known, is not the fact. For the use of four or five grains of the 
powder of colchicum, or of an equal dose of the tincture or wine of it, 
" possesses (observes Dt Garrod) almost a magical effect in relieving 
gout." "The relief obtained," says Dr Christison, " in most instances, 
is so prompt and effectuid, that a patient w!i9 has once experienced 
it, will not easily be deterred from seeking it again."' Usually, 
when the medicine is given in such ordinary doses as I have named — 
doses 5,000,000,000 larger than those used by the homceopathist — 
it produces no aggravation whatever of the existing symptoms, or 
other particular phenomena. " Sometimes," observes Dr Watson of 
London, " the rapid disappearance of the gouty inflammation is its 
onfy perceptible effect. The patient may be In helpless agony, with 
a tumefied red joint to-day, walking about quite well, to-morrow."' 
Yet, according to the logic of the homceopathists, this dreadfril dose 
should, beeause the diseased parts are so supersensitive, have pi-oduced 
a very fearful, or indeed fatal, aggravation of the malady. 

Or let us take another example, and one often adverted to by ho- 
moeopaths themselves. One of the remedies which homoeopathists 
vaunt of as specifically useful in spasmodic asthma upon the 

' DispeDSBWrj, p. 854. 

' Lectares on the Principles and Practice of Physic, voi. ii. p. 646. 
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hoiD<eopathic principle,' is an infiniteaimal dose of ipecacuanha. 
The parts or structures in the organization, whose morbid state 
leads to a fit of spasmodic asthma — whatever these parts or struc- 
tures may be — have their sensibility (argue the homoeopathists), 
so much increased and exalted during the attack, that an infini- 
tesimal dose of ipecacuanha, when given during it, immediately 
reaches these diseased super-excitable parts, and immediately acts 
upon them, producing, 1st, by its homoeopathic similarity, and, 
2d, by its stronger or superior medicinal potency over the natural 
disease, first, the " aggravatiou " (see p. 209), and, subsequently, 
the extinction of the asthmatic attack. If, however, a millionth, or 
a billionth, or decillionth of a grain of ipecacuanha does this, — and, by 
so doing, produces a salutaiy and curative result in the diseased and 
super-sensitive parts of the organization, that are the seat of asthma, 
— a common allopathic dose of the same drug in the same disease, and 
under the same circumstances (such as five, or ten, or twenty grains 
of ipecacuanha), ought, according to the same principle, to have 
such an enormous and dangerous effect upon the exalted sensibility 
of these super-excitable diseased parts, that imminent peril ought 
imdoubtedly to ensue to the patient from taking the drug; and if 
the disease do not prove fatal under such a dose, it ought, at all 
events, to be vastly increased in severity by it. Unfortunately, 
however, for this part of Hahnemann's theory, the very oj^osite is 
the truth. Hahnemann himself (p. 69) quotes Dr Akenside as his 
first authority in relation to the fact, that ipecacuanha can sometimes 
e a fit of spasmodic asthma. Dr Akenside, in the account to 



' For bonKEop&tha nnienably aisert, that beaiuie ihe vapnnr of the pondar of ipe- 
cac>]anh& prodnceB Mthmatic aftaptoniB id ft few rare idiosjacraciea, ae in ooe perton 
oot of 100,000, this drcumstnuce explaiaa, forsooth, why it it aa occabioaal. remedy 
for the Bsthmatic paroxysm in the remainiDg 99,999 persona. (Organon, p. 69.) It 
■hould at least cue the diBeaae id those few iadividnalg only in whom it had a ten- 
dency to caoM it. But in all this gappoied eEpianatioD, homiEopatbista forget two 
important iieme, — tie., that it is the powdei (not the tincture) of ipecacnoDba which 
cauBes the asthmatic symptoms in those few having this idiDsyncracy ; but to cure or 
relieve asthma, they and others usually employ the non- producing preparations (tbe 
tincture or wine), and ddI the producing one (the powder) ; and 3d, that the occasional 
beneficial action of ipecocnanha in on asthmatic fit is not a homoeopalhic act)on, in 
■hown by oiKer eioetics and nauseants besides ipecacuanha, — as tartrate of antimony, 
etc (which hare no power whatever to caaee asthma), having the same power, bow- 
ever, of curing or relieving a fit of it when they are used during the fit, so as to eiert 
an emetic or nanseant, anil bence antispasmodic effect, like Chat exerted by Ihe pre- 
parations of ipecacuanha. 
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whicli Hahnemann refers, states that, in " violent fits " of spasmodic 
asthma, he has found that twenty grains of ipecacuanha " failed not 
to procure great and immediate relief." And in prescribing it for 
"chronical or habitual" asthma, he had seen the same medicine 
(ipecacuanha), in three or five grain doses, equally useful from its 
mere nauseant properties, — " so that (he adds) the relief which it 
brings to the asthma does not depend on the action of vomiting ; 
but seems owing to that general antispasmodic or relaxing property, 
which, as I have elsewhere endeavoured to show, belongs to ipe- 
cacuanha, and of which its emetic operation itself appears, nith 
great probability, to be a particular consequence.'" 

The case, then, amounts to this: — Suppose Hahnemann's select 
dose, the decilHonth, or 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,00O,0O0,000,0OO,O0O,0OO,0O0,000,000th of a grain of ipecacu- 
anha to be sufficient, first, to aggravate, and then to extinguish, a 
spasmodic fit of asthma, — because the diseased parts of the organiza- 
tion producing the paroxysm were so supersensitive as to be affected 
at onc« by this infinitesimal dose, — then, the common allopathic dose 
of five, ten, or twenty grains ought to aggravate the fit to a danger- 
ous, if not to a fatal, extent, acting as it does upon the very same 
supersensitive parts of the organization. But, on the other band, 
as we have seen fix>m Hahnemann's own authority (Akenside), such 
doses, instead of aggravating and increasing, often and immediately 
arrest tlie fit. The chances then, in short, are, as 1,000,000,000, 
000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000, 000,000, 
000,000 to 1 in this instance (and the same argument may be 
applied to a hundred others), that the parts of the organization 
affected are not In the snpersensitive state to homosopathic or other 
medicinal influence taken for granted by this part of the homteo- 
pathic theorj' ; or if those parts are thus supersensitive, then there 
are 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000 chances to 1 that the action of ipecacuanha 
in asthma, — whatever that mode of action may be, — is not, at all 
events, a homceopathic action. 

> LoDdon Uedioal Traiuactions, vol. i. p. 97. 



DMz.d.yG00gIC 



220 lUlOSYNCBAClEB IMPBESS ALL. 

Idioarfncraciet ; and what they are supposed to indicate to tlie Homoeo- 

pathist for his TherapeuHce. 

Aware of the inconsistency of this last doctrine, Hahnemann, 
in his "Organon," endeavours to put aside the force of the 
argument derived from it, by laying down, as is customary with 
him, an additional tenet to meet the difficulty. For this purpose 
he maint^us, that if a substance or drug produce peculiar effects or 
symptoms only in rare exceptional instances, or idiosyncracies, still 
the same substance or drug has " the power of making the mme im- 
pressions on all human bodies," when exhibited for the treatment of 
an appropriate disease. In other words, the inability of the drug or 
substance to make an impression upon every one, is only apparent ; 
and it does produce its idiosyncratic action upon every one in a 
state of disease calling for its use, and even upon healthy people 
if they only knew it. That substances or drugs that produce 
peculiar effects, and peculiar idiosyncracies, do, observes Hahne- 
mann, " actually make this imfkession on etbrt healthy body, 
is shown by this, that they render effectual horaceopathic ser- 
vice as remedial agents to all sick persons, for morbid symptoms 
similar to those they arc capable of producing, though apparently 
only in so-called idiosyncratic individuals."^ "Thus," he adds, 
" the Princess Maria Porphyrogenita cured her brother the Empe- 
ror Alexius, who suffered from faintings, by sprinkling him with 
rose-water (t4 Tur po3an> irraXiryna) in the presence of his aunt Eudosia; 
and Horstius saw much utility from rose-vinegar in cases of syn- 
cope." ' 

But surely no reasoning can be deemed necessary in answer to such 
silly and childish sophistry as the above. Because the savour of a 
rose makes some persons faint, it hence has the power of making 
this impression on every healthy individual ; and of curing, also, this 
same state of fainting in others. It should only at most cure the 
faintness in those few persons in whom it causes the fainting; or 
otherwise the reasoning will lead to the most manifest absurdities. 
The savour of a cat in some idiosyncracies has, as is well known, 
the power of producing sudden fainting." On Hahnemann's prin- 

I Organon, p. 212. ' Ibid, p. ai2. 

■ See iiiBtHOces of it, adJaoed by Prochasba, Marc, and others. Tiro of tbe 
strongeBt and moat robust men in Scotland have this cnrions idiosynoracj; and in 
consequence the; haic been DUHle the subjects of manj painfal but confirmfttor; 
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ciple, this animal, bo generally domesticated with mankind, haa 
consequently an unknown tendency to produce fainting in all 
mankind ; and secondly, the approach of a cat to fainting persons, 
ought hence, also, to have the general effect of curing them of 
their syncope, Tycho Brahe trembled at the sight of a hare; 
and M. Marc ' mentions two individuals in whom fainting was 
always produced by the odour of that animal. Hence it ought 
to be a fact, but is not a fact, that the odour of a hare should, 
like an inhalation of ammonia or rose water, recover mankind 
or womankind in general from fainting, and should make such an 
impresfion on every healthy human being, though unknowingly 
to him or her. Petroz states, that he knew a man incapable of fear, 
and who, in despite of all means of prevention, tainted always when 
he saw a boiled calf's head,^ ^^''oold the sight of this dish prevent 
or recover other persons from attacks of syncopel And has a 
boiled calf 's head a tendency to produce a syncopal "impression" on all 
mankind t The celebrated Halier was always made ill by the smell 
■ of cheese ; and Boerhaave mentions a case of idiosyncracy, in which 
the odour of the same substance led to bleeding from the nose. But 
1 do not know that any even of the strictest followers of Hahne- 
mann would expect to stop a bleeding from the nose by the smell 
of cheese. Among various idiosyncracies in the sense of hearing. 
Marc mentions an instance recorded by Bayle, of a woman faint- 
ing every time that she heard the stroke of a clock. Does the stroke 
of a clock cure fainting? Does it "actually" make this same im- 
pression of fainting on " every healthy body"? A case of idiosyn- 
cracy ia recorded in a young man who was always attacked with a 
feeling of suffocation and anxiety when he heard tlie sound of a 
brush. Tliis brush-sound, then, should, according to Hahnemann's 
tenet, cure the same asthmatic symptoms in others who have nothing 
of the idiosyncracy in question. The sound of water escaping from 
a pipe was sufficient to throw Bayle into convulsions. Would Hahne- 
mann hence suppose that the sound of water from a pipe should re- 
lieve from convulsions other individuals in the family of man when 
they are attacked by them? Bachner and Tissot record epilepsy as 

experim«itB bj sceptical friends. These two gentlemen are conabs — o Act, among 
others, ehowing such idtotijiicracieB to run sometimes in families. Tiro brothers 
of one of Uiem have the same antipatb;; but in a leus marked degree. Henr; II. of 
France suffered from this idiosyncracy against cats. 
' Dictionaire des Sciences Medicales, toI. zxiiL p. 500. ' Ibid, vol ii. p. 202. 
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produced in a person every time that he saw anythiug red. Would 
the sight of anything red cure epilepsyt And do or do not red 
colours produce an epileptic " impression" on " every healthy body"? 
Scaliger could be thrown into convulsions by the sight of cresses. 
Hence the sight of cresses ought, but certainly does not, cure con- 
vulsions in others. Haller and Prochaska have stated cases of 
idiosyncracy, in which the mere tottch of the skin of a peach with the 
hand produced a tendency to vomiting; and Wagner relates another 
instance, m which the contact with the finger of the same fruit 
always created a feehng of cold along the back. But though the 
touching of the skin of a peach caused a desire to vomit, and a 
feeling of chilliness in the back in these individuals, the touching 
of the same fruit will not ciw« a desire to vomit, or a feeling of 
chilliness along the back in all or in any other human individuals. 
For these causes produce no influence whatever on the human race 
at large, with the exception of the few individuals who have the 
special idiosyncracy in question. When speaking of idiosyncracies, 
Prochaska justly remarks, that, " some men desire just what others 
are averse to." Hahnemann might as rationally, or rather irration- 
ally, argue, that the desire of one thing by one man is the cause of 
other men being averse to that same thing, as that the cause of rose 
water curing fainting in the Emperor Alexius was from its pro- 
ducing fainting in some idiosyncracies. Crassus could not endure 
bread, nor Garden eggs,' as food. But because bread and eggs dis- 
agreed with their idiosyncracies, is that the cause or explanation of 
bread and eggs being both liked and found excellent articles of food 
and nutrition by other men 1 ' One of the gentlemen alluded to in 
the foot note, p. 220, always becomes sick and f^nt at the sight of 
roast-beef, and is obliged to leave the dinner table if this dish hap- 
pens to be brought in.* According to Hahnemann's mode of reason- 
ing, this idiosyncracy would explain, forsooth, at once why roast- 
beef dispels and cures the sickness and feintness of hunger in Eng- 
lishmen, and other human beings, who eat it at the dinner table ; 
and that, too, although roast-beef (according at least to Hahne- 

' A medical practitioner ia Edinburgh has always bees attacked with serere 
spssms in the abdomen wheneTer he partook of white of eggs, or of anjthingdreiised 
with or containing eggs. He tells me that a telattre of his own, on the mother's 
side, has the same cnrions idiosf ncraoy. 

' I have been informed of another gentleman npoo whom the production of rooif • 
muaon at dinner always prodnced the same strange eSecl, 
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inaiin's doctrine, p. 220) " actually makes this impression " (of sick- 
ness and faintness) on every healthy company before whom it ia 
placed. Dr Prout' mentions the case of an individual who had 
ttiis idiosyncracy — that he coald not eat mutton ander any form 
without suffering from it vomiting, diarrhoea, and the symptoms 
of a violent and dangerous poison. If some writers on dietetics 
were to rise up and allege, that the fact of mutton producing 
such symptoms in this, and in a few other rare instances among 
mankind, was the cause and explanation of mutton being an agree- 
able and wholesome article of diet to all the other members of 
the human race — would not such an explanation be deemed as 
grievously outra^ng all logic and all common sensel Yet it is 
identically the absurd logic of causation propounded by Hahnemann 
as explanatory of the actions of his medicines in the instances alluded 
to. And if it be ridiculous in regard to the action of articles of diet, 
it is equally ridiculous in regard to the action of drugs. 

When speaking of the follies and tendencies of the doctrines of 
homoeopathy, Dr Cowan, of Reading, some time ago correctly ob- 
served in reference to it : " It is not the practice of medicine only 
that is at stake — it is the practice of sound thinking. When we 
supplant by mushroom theories truths which have hitherto occupied 
the minds of men, and been tested and confirmed by the experience 
of ages — when we bring into existence new phantasies of the human 
mind, and give them the outward formality of facts, we surrender 
the stability of our judgment, and depart from, all soundness of 
thinking. With us, as medical practitioners, the rejection of homoeo- 
pathy is a question of principle, not of doses — a question of morals, 
and not of etiquette.'" And with Amaud we can only wonder 
that, as shown by the past histories of innumerable other delusions, 
" such extravagant reasonings as these have found persons to propa- 
gate them, and others who allou) themselves to he persuaded by 
them." 

' On Stomach and Urinar}' Diseases, p. xs\. 

' SpeecheB on Irregulu Practice, p. 24. 
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rNFlNlTBSIMAL GLOBULES AS ARTICLES OF DIET; DOCTRINES 
OF THEIR REPETITION ; OF THE SIMILARITY OF THE SAME 
DRUGS TO DIFFERENT DISSIMILAR DISEASES; ARGUMENT 
FOR INFINITESIMAL DOSES FROM VACCINATION, MINERAL 
WATERS, ETC. 

Anv man who was not a dyspeptic, might swallow with perfect im- 
punity many millions daily of the homceopathic globules medicated 
with any drug or poison whatever in the middle or higher potencies 
of homceopathic practitioners, Alone, the globules made with sugar 
of milk, or common sugar, would not suffice for the fall maintenance 
and nourishment of the body. For physiolctgical experiments have 
long shown that sugar alone ia not sufficient by itself, as diet, to 
continue life. But the addition of starch, or of nitrogenised 
food to the sugar, would render it suitable and nutritious. Hence, 
if the globules were made, as they arc now sometimes recommended 
to be made, of sugar of milk and starch (equal parts), a man might 
not only swallow milhons of them daily, but might live upon them 
entirely as bis daily food with perfect impunity. For though each 
globule were impregnated with deciilionths, quindlliontlis, trillionths, 
billionths of aconite, nux vomica, or any other of the most potent drugs 
or poisons in the jiharmacopoeia, the quantity of poison in the globules 
would be so infinitely small that it would not affect the quahty of the 
sugar and starch in the globules as salutary aJid nutritious dietetic 
articles. Indeed, every mouthfiil of ordinary food and drink which we 
take at table contaiijssomeof the homoeopathic drugs, as calcarea,8ile3, 
etc. etc.etc., in much larger proportions than those in which they exist 
in the 6th, 1 2lh, 24th, or 30th attenuations and globules in any homoeo- 
pathic drug shop. It is no feat whatever, therefore, to swallow all the 
contents of allthebottlesofa true homoeopathic bos. Wehave heard 
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of motliei's being alarmed at their children eating ap the contents 
of one or two of the homoeopathic phials. The contents of any one, 
or of all the phials commixed, would make, with milk, a very good 
dietetic pap, on whicli most children might be daily fed, aiid solely 
brought up with the greatest safety, and the best result. If the 
surpluR of sugar above the amount of starch did not produce indi- 
gestion (which ft might do in some stomachs), the starch and sugar glo- 
bules of the homoeopath, if duly " medicated" and " potentised," with 
decillionths, quin til lion ths, or trillionths of their strongest and most 
powerful drugs, would be, with water or milk, a kind of diet on 
which men or cattle might thrive and fatten, provided only they 
were supplied with an amount of them at each meal sufficiently 
fiill and ample. The quality of these medicated and potentised 
globules would be dietetically nutritious and safe enough as food, 
provided only the qvantity of them supplied were large enough.' 

In different parts of the present essay, I have described the exi- 
guity of the amount of medicine in relation to the amount of sugar 
and starch in globules of different potencies or'attenuations; so that, 
at present, it is unnecessary to recur at length to that topic. We 
have also already seen that Hahnemann recommended and em- 
ployed globules of the 30th dilution or attenuation as " the best 
dose" in all diseases — acute and chronic. Another question or tenet 
is — How often should such infinitesimal globules be given to 
the patient, in order to derive from them their supposed curative 
influence! 

In the first edition of his "Organon," Hahnemann (observes Dr 
Curie) "recommended his pupils to let the action of one dose 
of a homoeopathic remedy be completely exhausted before giving 
another remedy, or a second dose of the first. He, mA^A, proscribed 
repetition ; observing that one large dose, or several smaller ones, 
given at short intervals, did not allow the vital power to re-act in 
a, proper degree,"* Latterly, Hahnemann greatly modified and altered 
this tenet, 

I Of course, in theae remarkul take it for granted tbat the globnies are tml; hom<BO- 
pathic, and not BurreptitiousI; and diiihoneiit]; drugged, as they sometimes are, with 
allopathic doses of strong raedicinea, as already described at pp. S3 and 188. Let me 
here obserre, that in the former page (footnote, p. 33), the quanCit; of morphia 

detected by Dr Taylor in a homceopathic powder exhibited bj Dr C , w aci-i- 

dentally mii-Ht^ted. It was not " one-third of a graio," but one whole grain.^8ee Dr 
Tajior's own etatemeot, copied in p. 1B9. 

' Practice of HomcBOpatby, p. 76. 
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"Id tbe ftmner editloni of tbe 'Organon,' I baT« ftdvised," uye Hahnemann, 
" Ihat a singla dose of a veil -selected boin<eopathic medicine ebonld alnaTi be allowed, 
first fally to expend its action, before a new medicine ii given, or the same one re- 
pealed — a doctrine which vitt the resntl of the positire experience, that neither by a 
larger doM of tbe remedy which maj haie been well oboaen (at baa been again re- 
CBDtl; proposed, bat which woald be, aa It were, a retrograde movement), nor, what 
amonntB to tbe eame thing, b; sereral smali doaes of it, given in quick snccession, can 
(be greatest passible good be effected in the cure of diseases, more especially of cbronie 
ones, and the reason of tbii is, that by such a procednre the vital force does not qnickly 
accommodate itself to the change from it« derangement by the natural dimase Into 
tbe timiiar medicinal disease, bnt is osnaUy so violently excited and coavnlsed by a 
larger dose, or also by smaller doses of eren a bom leopathicaily chosen remedy, given 
rapidly one after the other, that in most cases its re-sction will be ahttbiiki but 
•ALrTABT, tmdxcUldo mohb h*hh &angood." — Organon, p. 288. 

In laying down tbe rules for the repetition of the dose in the last 
edition of the " Organon," he states that " the smallest doses of the 
best-selected bomisopathic medicines may be repeated with the best, 
often with incredible results, at intervals of 14, 12, 10, 8, 7 days; 
and where rapidity is requisite in chronic diseases, resembhng cases 
of acute disease, at 'still shorter intervals; but in acute diseases at 
very much shorter periods, every 24, 12, 8, 4 hours, in tbe very 
acntest every hour, up to as often as every five minat«s — in everj- 
case in proportion to the more or less rapid course of the disease or 
action of the medicine employed.'" 

The rules thus laid down by Hahnemann in regard to tbe repe- 
tition of the infinitesimal doses, were scarcely followed by him in hia 
own practice, in which he apparently continued to adhere more nearly 
to his first tenets on the subject. In his translation of the fifth edition 
of the " Organon," Dr Dudgeon quotes a letter of Dr Crosiero, ^ving, 
from personal observation, an account of the doses, and repetition 
of them, used by Hahnemann in his own practice, up to the period 
of hia decease, or during the years following the appearance of the 
last edition of the " Organon." In employing, as he generally did, 
globules impregnated with the 30tb dilution, and allowing them to be 
smelled only, not swallowed by his patients, Hahnemann, "in chronic 
diseases, happen what might, neter (says Dr Crosiero) allowed this 
olfaction to be repeated oftener than once a-v>eek"f " If we do not 
(he held at one time) allow the suitably selected antipsoric remedy to 
act out itsinll time, the whole treatment becomes null."' And inacute 

' See Organon, p. 303 and pp. 291 and 293. 
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cases, after dissolving one globule of the 30th dilutioD in a large quan- 
tity of fluid, "it was rare for him to give more than one spoonfol once 
in the twenty-four hours ;" and Hahnemann himself tells us, that he 
"generally witnessed aggravations irom the suitable remedy which 
he had ^ven one day, when repeated the next day, and the next.' 
Hahnemann fiirther solemnly states, with the greatest gravity, that he 
had found from experience, when, instead of one single dose or glo- 
bule, he administered six, seven, or eight globules, or even a half or 
a whole drop of a homceopathic medicine in the " highest dynamisa- 
tion" (30th dilution), "the result was almost always less favoiirable 
than it should have been ; it was often actvally unfavourable ; often 
even very had; an injury that in a patient so treated it is difficult 
to repair."' 

In other words, this " actually unfavourable" or " very bad" result 
and injury was, Hahnemann alleges, liable to &llow, if, instead of 
exhibiting one globule, he exhibited six, seven, or eight globules,* 
drugged by being moistened in a drop out of an unlimited ocean of 
spirit containing a single grain of the drag, this medicated ocean 
itself, containing a single grain, being so large that it had a radius 
far greater in depth Uian from the Earth to Siriua. (See Appendix.) 

Most other men, except this " sublime thinker " and his disciples, 
vrould certiunly have fancied that it mattered very little whether a 
patient swallowed one or swallowed eight globules dipped in snch an 
infinite sea of spirit, medicated by a single grain of a ihrug ; and that 
the unfavourable or bad results alleged to be seen by him were not the 
eflfect of the dose, is flagrantly shown by many of his own ft)llowers 
daily and hourly using, and repeating too, doses of the same dmgs, 
millions and millions and millions of times larger and greater, with- 
out any such alleged effects following. 

Further, Hahnemann, as we have previously seen, avers, that 
" in no case is it requisite to administer more than one single medi- 
cinal substance at one time." * And he declaims against those of his 
fbllowffl*e who venture to give (as many in England seem to do) two 



' Oi^noD, p. 290. One drop wai reckoned bj Hahnemtnn Bdeqaate to moistsn 
and medicate dalj about 300 globnlea (p. 3S3). 

■ Ibid, p. 290. 

'Dr WaU "at first used to swear b; HabDUDum," baC now "be does not think, 
ft requisite to count the globules anxionaly, and alleges that even drops won't kill." 
This is stated, and with perfect seriooBness, in J»umol e/ HomKopathg 1B49, p. 4S9. 

' Organon, p. 819. 
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or more different medicines to the same patient at or near the 
same period, — stirring up two or more new medicinal diseases. 
** Some homoeopathists," he says, " have made the experiment in 
cases where they deemed one remedy suitable for one portion of the 
symptoms of a case of disease, and a second for another portion, of 
administering both remedies at once, or abnost at once ; bnt I ear- 
nestly deprecate such hazardous experiments, that can never be ne- 
cessary, though they may sometimes seem to be of use.'" In fact, 
as the effects of most of the more important homoeopathic drugs are 
averred by Hahnemann, Jahr, etc., not to cease till the end of twenty, 
forty, or more days, the exhibition of two or more different medicines 
to the same patient, on the same day, or, as some practitioners use 
them, within a few hours, must be hazardous, — provided always 
there was any truth in homoeopathy, and in Halmemann's idea 
that the commixture of two or more medicines is always wrong, inas- 
much as this kind of practice virtually amounts to a commixture.* 

But all " hazard " is removed by the fact, that whether the infini- 
tesimal dose is repeated or is not repeated, — whether it is one globule 
or eight globules, — a fraction of a decitlion drop or a whole drop, 
— whether it is merely a decillionth of a grain, or whether it is 
million-folds more, as a hilHonth — the results are constantly 
one and the same, — the infinitesimal dose or doses being of no 
medicinal effect whatever, whether for good or for evil, and the 
disease or diseases under their imaginary use showing always the 
same progress and phenomena, because always merely pursuing their 
own natural courses, unaffected altogether by medicinal treatment. 

'£%e same homaopathic drugs, acting on the principle of similarity, 
are yet capable of curing a number of diseases that are quite dissi- 
milar from each other. 

Many of the remedies used in medicine produce different effects 
upon the same individuals when given in difierent doses.. Thus, 

' Oi^anon, p. 319, 

iDrOroBu, whose usual dilntioDs are, Jenichean, SOOtb, 400tb, 800th, and 900th, 
" often contents himself," obserree Br Balfour, " nitb allowing the patient to smell 
lbs remedj (whether one or more globules at one time I am not aware), wiutlng 
patiently for fotir weeks or so for tbe completion of the cure, not even perraitting a 
'seoood smell' id the interim." — British and Foreign Senievj, vol. xxii. p. 568. l>r 
Oroue says he cured his own horse of at^ggers by allowing him thus to amell of the 
200th dilation of Cocculns 1— ^^rcAi'trej^ Horn. Heilhmit, vol. xxj. p. 35. 
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according to the dose exhibited, antimony, ipecacuauha, etc., may be 
made to act aa an emetic, or as a nauseant merely, or as adiaphoretic 
Turpentine, superlarlrate of potass, etc, may, according to the dosea 
exhibited, be made to act as purgatives or as diuretics. Opium 
may be given so as to act either as a stimulant or as a narcotic; and so 
on. Homceopathists, however, believe that any medicine, given in an 
infinitesimal dose, producesitsappropriatecnrativeeffect independently 
of quantity, and independently of the fact of its acting dififerently on 
the same healthy individual in different quantities, " It is not, 
however," observes Dr Bushnan, " the name of the substance that 
produces certain specific effects, nor even the substance itself, but 
the substance joined to quantity; unless, indeed, we be prepared to 
admit the monstrous absurdity that substances produce the same 
effects independently of the quantities in which they are adminis- 
tered. To illustrate this argument in a femiliar manner, let us 
suppose that we have a natural disease, the symptoms of which are 
represented by a ; and a medicine, the effects of which, at di&rent 
doses, are represented hy a, b, c ; it is clear that the remedy given 
in the dose a, which produces symptoms similar to those of the dis- 
ease a, is the only one that can be called homoiopathic ; and that It 
ceases to be homoeopathic, though retaining its original name, when- 
ever it produces the effects represented by b or c."' We have 
already, In a preceding page (p. 69), given a sufficient illustration 
of this illo^cal homceopathic reasoning, taking opium as our 
example. To that we would again refer, without unneceBsarily 
loading our pages with new examples here. 

But there is a different correlative subject or tenet regarding which 
It is necessary to say a few words. Hahnemann and his followers 
practise homceopathy as if they believed that the same dose of the 
same medicine could possibly be quite similar to, and consequently 
quite curative o^ various affections most dissimilar and unlike to 
each other. We have already seen, that Hahnemann lays it down as 
a leading and dominant proposition in homoeopathy, that the artjfidai 
symptoms produced by any remedy which is given shoiild not only 
be " similar," but " very similar"—" the most similar possible" — to 
the symptoms of the natural pre-existing disease, for the cure and 
removal of which the remedy was exhibited. (See antecedently, 
p. 163.) Yet he and hb disciples constantly tell us, that the same 

' Homceoptth; and the Homoopftths, p. 133. 
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infinitesimal ijose of the same remedy will homoeopathically cure 
two, ten, or twenty diseases whicli, in relation to each other, are in 
no way "amilar," or " very similar," or " as similar as possible," — but 
the very oppowte and the very reverse of all this. 

Let us illustrate this remark by an example or two. Any of the 
more important homceopathic drugs might serve as an illustration. 

Among the cases of disease in which Belladonna, for example, is 
*' most frequently indicated," Jahr mentions amongst others the 
following : — " epilepsy" and " puerperal peritonitis ;" — " diarrhrea" 
and^'cancerous affections;" — " difficiilt dentition" and "carbuncles;" 
— " St Vitus's dance" and " stings of insects ;" — " jaundice" and 
" measles;" — "eruption of pimples mi the face" and " typhoid fevers;" 
—" adhesion of the placenta" and " hooping-cough ;" — *' pneumo- 
nia" and "spontaneous dislocations in infants;" — "hemorrhoids" 
and " milk fever ;"- — " influenza" and " rickety aflections ;"— ''stut- 
tering" and "scrofulous ulcers;" — ^" toothache" and "schirrons 
induration of the lips ; " — " hydrophobia " and the " ophthalmia of 
new-bwm infants," etc. etc. But if a dose of belladonna, by its 
power of producing symptoms " as similar as possible" to epilepsy 
or some varieties of that disease, is capable of curing epilepsy, tlie 
same drug cannot surely homceopathically cure, by producing 
also in other patients symptoms " as similar as possible " to puer- 
peral peritonitis, to diarrhoea and cancerous affections, jaundice, 
and measle^ etc., etc., as these and the other diseases named are as 
dissimilar as possible to the symptoms of epilepsy, and to the symp- 
toms of each other. K it is similar in its medicinal action and effects 
to one of these diseases, it cannot be " as similar as possible " in ita 
medicinal action and effects to the symptoms of the other remaining 
affections. • 

' In Ma ennmerEUJon of tlie Tariow medicinal virtues and pri^rtiea of belladonna, 
Jahr does not deaeribe it as a prophylactic agninat scarlet fevor— a property confi- 
dent!; ascribed lo it b; Hahnemann and other homraopBthigta. " Bj taking (mja 
HahaemaDD) the smallest possible dose of belladoDna, we are protected from acailet 
fsrer." (Organon, p. 84.) Let me add, that while I beliere medicine will jet most 
probablj discover prophylactic measures against scarlet fever, measles, etc., bella- 
donna has most certainly no claim whatever to be coosidered a preventative against 
scarlatina. We possess no positive evideooe in reference to its [M'otecdve In- 
flnence; and we know it bas entirely failed when tried under the most favonr- 
kble circumstances. Tbns, in George Watson's Hospital, Ediahurgh, oontaining 
fifly-tbnr boys susceptible of scarlatina, twenty-five boys took eculel fever in the 
earlier part «f 1860 ; a large proportion to be attacked in a single epidemic in such 
an hospital. Tet twuitj-three out of these tweoty-five had, for a month, pre- 
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Or let OB take as snother example, Chalk or Carbonate of Lime, 
or Calcarea earbonwa, as the homoeopatliists term it. 

In bis work on homoeopathic medicine, Jahr states *' the principal 
affections which call for the employment of this medicine," Among 
these affections are the following : — " Obstinate constipatioa" and 
" caries and other affections of the bones ;" — " difficulty in learning 
to walk" and" nasal polypua;" — "chlorosis" and "urinary calculus;" 
— " intermittent fevers" and " gouty nodosities ;" — " diarrhoea" and 
"sterility;" — " drmikenness" and "taenia;" — "milk crust" and 
"goitre;" — "melancholy" and "fistula lachiymalis ;" — "hysterical 
spasms" and " consumption ;" — " warts" and " ague," etc., etc. Now, 
the symptoms produced in a healthy person by the homoeopathic 
drug should, we repeat, be " similar," " very similar," " as similar 
as possible," to the symptoms of the disease which it is to cure. But 
if the symptoms produced in a healthy individual by the use of 
carbonate of lime be " very similar" to " obstinate constipation," 
how can they be also "very similar" to the symptoms of " caries of 
the bones ;" if "veiy similar" to the symptoms of stone in the bladder 
or goitre, how can they also be "very similar" to those of drunken- 
ness and diarrhoea, of melancholy and warts ; and so forth ? It is 
simply ridiculous and impossible for a remedy to have ^Tnptoms 
" very similar" to one of these diseases, and symptoms also " oery 
nmilar" to some ten or twenty other diseases ; which diseases 
have themselves no similarity whatever in their symptoms or 

vioD^ to their attack, been placed on belladonna night and iBDrning u a pouible 
propbjlactic ; and two ont of theic tfrentj-three died. (See Mr Bell's eicelteot 
paper in "Monthlj Jonmal of Medical Science," for Anguat 1861.) In Heriot's 
Haipital, mj Mend, Dr Andrew Wood, in the last epidemic of scarlet fever, placed 
half of the bojt, in each tniA or sleeping diTision, on belladooDH, and left Che other 
half vithoal bd; aaoh protection. The dliease did not spread moch ; but at least ai 
manj of those asing the belladonna, as of those not uwog it, were attacked ^ 
and the only fatal cose oat of fori; which occnired during that epidemic was that of 
a boy who had been nsing belladonna In doaes of ODo-eighth grain twice a-da; for 
three weeks previously to his being attacked. Would not the medical world reject 
variolation or VBCcination as a prophylactic agunet smaJlpoi if as man; of those 
submitted to it took variola, as usually occurred without any prophylactic, or if more 
were attacked with variola who wore subjected, than of those who were not sub- 
jected, to the treatment? Most of the more rational homeopathic phy^clans have, 
I believe, given tip the idea. " Joit aa often," observes one of them, Dr Elb of Dres- 
den, " have I found that children have been attacked by it (scarlet fever), notwitb- 
BlandiDg the use of belladonna for several weeks, and that this long previons nsp of 
the belladonna had not even the power of diminishiog the violence of the disease." 
—Joamal of llomaopathy for 1B4S, p. 35. 
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in their nature to the first, nor to each other. A single Ara^ 
or the effects of a drug, cannot be " very similar," or "as similar 
as possible" to several diseases, or the effects of several diseases^ 
which are themselves totally and entirely dissimilar one from 
another. 

Supposed A rguments for Possible Action of Infinitesimal doses from 
Mental Phenomena, Vaecwiation, Smells, Mineral Waters, etc. 

" In the practice of horaoBopathy, the system of giving small doses 
Is included;" so (in despite of what some have tried to aver to the 
contrary), Hahnemann's own ardent defenders declare;^ and soHahne- 
mann himself always maint^ns. And in order to give some appear- 
ance of reason for the belief in the action of infinitesimal doses of 
material drugs — as the metala, vegetable products, etc. — Hahnemann 
adduced the great powers of " caloric" and " light," which, he says, 
are " infinitely lighter than the medicinal contents of the smallest 
doses used in honiceopathy;" or, "let common-place physicians (he 
esclaims) weigh, if tbey can, the Irritating words that bring on a 
bilious fever, or the mournful intelligence respecting her only son 
that kills the mother," ' etc. 

Certainly a decillionth of mercury, or of oyster shell, or of sulphur, 
or of any hom<£opathIc drug, is not " lighter" than caloric and light^ 
for light and caloric are in their essence and nature " Imponder- 
able" bodies. But because such imponderable bodies — which in 
their natural state are " destitute of weight " — may be made " enor- 
mously powerful things," when evolved and present in sufficient 
quantity, this is no reason whatever, but the very reverse, for be- 
lieving that bodies which, on the contrary, In their natural state, are 
material and ponderable, like mercury, or oyster shell, or sulphur, 
could yet possess the curative qualities of gold, or oyster shell, or 
sulphur, when used in infinitesimal dilutions, which were deprived 
of all appreciable material presence of them. Hahnenumn's compari- 
son is one between objects not logically admitting of such comparison. 
And still more outraging all logic and philosophy is his argument in 
favour of infinitesimal doses of material drugs being capable of oto- 
ducing effects upon the human economy, because, forsooth, mental in- 

I Defence of HohnemaDn and hia Doctrines, p. ^1. tiee also antecedently, chap, 
V. p. SB. 
* Organon, p. 325. 
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fluences (which are also " destitute of weight") produce most marked 
effects upon it. In order that any comparisons may be of any use, 
the things compared must admit of comparison. But things and 
thought* — "matter" and "mind" — are two entities which cannot be 
thus compared, any more than in their individual details we could 
compare the phenomena of oyster shells with the phenomena of the 
association of ideas, the nature of mercury with the nature of me- 
mory, sulphur with sadness, pulsatilla with perceptions, etc. Nor, as 
far as I have observed, does a single one of Hahnemann's British 
disciples fall into the strange and indefensible mistake committed 
by Hahnemann, of trying to derive an argument in favour of 
the possible action of infinitesimal doses of material drugs from the 
analogy of the actions of imponderable bodies and of mental influences. 
But-— passing from snch untenable arguments and analogies — some 
disciples of homoeopathy argue, that small doses of substances which 
are material, sometimes produced great effects upon the human body 
— as the introduction by inoculation of a minute quantity of Smalls 
pox or Cow-poo! matter. And there is no doubt of the truth in these 
instances, both of the smallness of the dose, and of the greatness of 
the result. But two considerations here come into account which 
destroy altogether any argument that can be derived from these 
instances in favour of the infinitesimal doses of horaceopathists. For, 
first, the doses of small-pox or cow-pox matter which are necessary 
to cause by inoculation small-pox or cow-pox in susceptible indivi- 
duals are not infinitesimal doses. A decillionth, or octillionth, or 
sextillionth, or quadrilhonth, or billionth dilution, for example, of a 
drop of small-pox or cow-pox matter would not impart to these 
dilutions a power of giving small-pox or cow-pox. A drop, for 
instance, of small-pox or cow-pox matter reduced to the quintilHonth 
dilution only, — or, in other words, dissolved duly in a sea, thousands 
oftimesgreaterthanthewhole oceans of the earth, — would not invest 
the-waters of that sea with the power of producing small-pox or 
cow-pox by inoculation or otherwise ; though the homojopathista aver 
that a single drop or grain of their drugs duly dissolved in such an 
enormous sea would invest everi/ drop of this same amount of fluid 
with the ^>ecial curative powers of the particular medicine dissolved. 
Indeed, a drop of small-pox or cow-pox matter dissolved down to 
the 2d dilution even of homoeopath ists, or to the 10,000th degree 
only, would, I believe, entirely fail in imparting these diseases by 
inoculation or any other means. 
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Bat tecondly, there is a mighty difierence hetween the mode of 
action of an appreciable inoculable dose of small-pox or cow-pox 
matter apon the body, and the possible effect of inappreciable 
injinitesimal doses of homoeopathic drags. The matters of smalUpoz 
and cow-pox bo act upon the blood and tissues of the body, that 
when they take effect at all they always lead to the reproduction in 
the iodividuals affe(.'ted with them, in an increased degree and 
amount, of new small-pox and new cow-pox matter — joat as the 
matter of yeast leads to the reproduction of new yeast in fermenting 
bodies, and impregnated seeds aad oya lead to the reproduction of 
new plants and aaimals. Infinitesimal doses of a hom<Bopathic drug 
have no such power of multiplyiag themselves foreffect in the blood or 
bodies of those who swallow them. A dose of antimony, for example, 
or mercury, or quinine, or morphia, whether allopathic or homoeopa- 
thic in amount, does not lead to the production ofa multiplied amount 
of antimony, mercary, quinine, or morphia in the system ; or act by 
this multiplication. You cannot, either in the living or dead ani- 
mal body, make antimony or mercury, etc., out of blood and tissues 
in which antimony and mercury do not exist. If it were other- 
wise, then homoeopathy and inlmitesimal doses might lay claim to 
the discovery of the true philosopher's stone. For we have seen 
Hahnemann using as an alleged infallible remedy against sniddal 
mania a qnintillionth of gold ; and if gold had, when exhibited, a 
power of multiplication within the human system, homceopathists 
should be able to extract it in indefloite quantities from the bodies 
(not the purses) of their patients. Every man would then be a true 
alchemical laboratory, inasmuch as he would be able to make and 
generate gold in his own system. 

Another ai^nment from the phenomena of Smells is sometimes 
adduced in support of the possible action of infinitesimal doses of 
drugs. It has been alleged, because a piece of musk will scent 
the air of an open room without any apparent diminution in the 
bulk of the musk, for months or years, that the portions of matter 
thrown off from the musk and producing this continuous odonr most 
be infinitesinial in size. But this argument takes for granted exactly 
what some of our best mathematicians and natural philosophers are 
now inclined entirely to doubt, viz,, that, in producing the sensation 
of smell, musk or other bodies throw off any material particles at all. 
The sensations of sound and of light are, as all authorities, I believe, 
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now admit, tlie results of undnlationB or Tibrations transmitted to 
US from sonorous or luminous bodies ; and not the results of any- 
thing material transmitted or thrown off from these bodies. The 
strings of the piano, or a piece of incandescent iron, do not, in order 
to produce the sensations of sound or light, send forth into our ears 
infinitesimal material doses of the piano strings, or send forth into our 
eyes infinitesimal material doses of the glowing iron. It is entirely 
against these analogies to suppose, that in order to produce the sen- 
sation of smelling, an infinitesimal dose of the smelling body requires 
to be thrown off from that body and brought in contact with our 
olfactory nerves. This question is (observes Dr Roath) sometimes 
asked, " How much scent remains behind after a hare, so that the 
dogs may detect it t Here is an example of an infinitesimal dose 
exerting a sensible effect. 1. I must answer (observes Dr Routh), 
How is it that in fi>3sty weather the scent is destroyed, and the dogs 
lose it, and yet the hare passed equally over the ground? 2. How 
do we know that it is not owing to an undulating movement that 
smell is diffused 1 It is so for light, so for sound, so for touch. 
Must we necessarily imbibe an infinitesimal dose of light, sound, an 
opposing body, to see, hear, and feel ? If we look at a bright light 
a few moments, the impression remains on the eye, though it be 
closed, and the light has disappeared. We hear a loud sound ; it 
buzzes in the ears still, though the sound has ceased. If we travel 
on a r^lway or a steamer for some hom-s, at night we feel as if we 
were moving along still. So it is with smell. There is no more reason 
for believing that the dog has imbibed an infinitely small amount of 
the hare, to smell it, than that we should have imbibed part of a 
railway or steamer, because we seem after we have left it to be in it.'" 

Lastly, I have sometimes heard the undoubted curative influence 
of Mineral Waters adduced as an argument in favour of the possible 
action of infinitesimal homoeopathic doses— it being supposed the 
medicinal ingredients in these waters were almost infinitesimal in 
amount. The argument, however, is one full of strange fellacies ; 
and the allowed curative effects of mineral waters tell altogether 
against, and not in favour of, homceopathy. For, 1st, the active 
medicinal ingredients in all the mineral waters hitherto known and 
investigated are not in infinitesimal doses, but, on the contrary, 

> Routh'a F>1laciea of Bomoeop&thj, p. 13. 
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always in qnantities capable of being analysed, and tested, and 
weighed ; and the waters themselves, with these contained ingre- 
dients, are not taken by patients in infinitesimal drops, or fractions 
of a diop, (which they should be, according to the homoeopathic 
principle,) but they are swaDowed in tnmblers, or in doses of ounces 
or eren pounds daily. And 2d, all these mineral waters contain 
several, most of them very many, medicinal saline ingredients; and 
consequently each dose swallowed by those who use and benefit by 
them, sets sadly at defiance that leading axiom of Hahnemann,' 
namely, " not to administer more than one single, simple medicinal 
substance at one time," for, to repeat bis own words, " a. compound 
can never make a simple in all eternity, never ;" * and yet these 
waters — which, I believe, the homo^pathists, like other physicians, 
use as curative agents — are all compound, exactly like many of the 
prescriptions employed in ordinary legitimate medical practice. 

" When we come (observes Dr Thomas Reid) to be inatmcted by 
philosophers, we must bring the light of common sense along with us, 
and by it judge of the new light." In the above, as in other parts 
of its tenets (see p. 11), homoeopathy breaks sadly and irreparably 
down under the application of this simple but searching confession 
of medical faith. 

■ Orguion, p. 319. ' Lesser Writings, p. 834. 
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LAW OF SIMILIA 8IMILIBUS CURANTUR ; ITS trNTVERSALITlf ; 
EVIDENCE AGAINST IT FROM QUININE, ETC. ; RECAPITULA- 
TION OF PRINCIPAL ARGUMENTS, (DYNAMIZATlON, EXPE- 
RIENCE, ETC.,) IN FAVOUR OF HOM(EOPATHY, AND AJiSWERS 
TO THEMj TRUE CHARACTER OF HOMOSOPATHIC CURES. 

I» medicine and surgery we have many general fads or laws, more 
or less correctly ascerttuned and established ; and the art of medicine 
consists in the practical application of these laws to the relief and 
cure of the diseases of our patients. These laws are, some of a 
higher, some of a lower, type of generality. Aa examples of them, 
we have, for instance, the law, that various contagious diseases, more 
particularly eruptive fevers, seldom attack the same individual twice 
during life ; and the practical application of this law, in artificial 
inoculation with small-pox and cow-pox, has already saved millions 
of human lives. As a general law, cinchona has the power of arrest- 
ing and curing diseases of an intermittent or periodic type, as in- 
termittent fever or ague, intermittent neuralgia, etc. As a general 
law, the employment of opium arrests and cures irritative diarrhoea ; 
iron cnres chlorosis, etc, etc. 

But the law laid down by Hahnemann, and which forms the 
ground-work of homoeopathy, — viz. similia stmiUkus curantur^ is re- 
garded by him and his disciples, not in the light of a general law, 
but as a uniterbal and infallible law in therapeutics. This 
fundamental homtsopathic law, as stated by him, amounts, as we 
have often already seen, to this — that to effect the cure of diseases, 
we should in every case give " a medicine which can itself produce 
an affection similar to that sought to be cured." (^Organon, p. 56). 
" The truth," he avers, " is onli/ to be found in this method." "It 
is not possible," he states, " to perform a cure but by the aid of a 
remedy which produces symptoms similar to those of the disease 
itself." (P. 73.) He holds up this law of similia similibus curantur 
— " like is cured by like" — as " the onti/ therapeutic law comformable 
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to natnre," (p. 55); — "the only therapeutic law consonant to na- 
ture," (p. 100); — as an "infallible" (p. 73); — an " unerring law," 
{p. 78); — as"i/ie great «ofo therapeutic law," (p. 153); — as a "mode 
of cure founded on an eternal, infallible law of nature." (P. 156.) 

" It is a law of treatment " (observes one of the most acute and 
learned English homceopathic writers, Dr Scott) " applicable to all 
forms of disease," "the universal law of cure."' "And when 
we speak" (observe other EngKsh homceopathists) ' *' of the dniveh- 
SALiTT of the law of homoeopathy, we employ the term dnitersal, 
as it is used in speaking of any other general physical law ; and as 
no harm has yet accrued to sdence from calling gravitation a 
universal law, although it is presumptuous in us to apply such a 
term to any general fact ascertained only by observation, so no 
harm will result to medicine from a similar application of the term 
in this instance, since every reflecting reader is aware of the implied 
limitation." 

For one, I am most willing to admit that if Hahnemann, or any 
man, could discover a single, universal, infallible law in therapeutics, 
applicable to " all diseases and all cases of disease," it would con- 
stitute the greatest imaginable discovery in medicine. Many men 
have in the same way fencied that they have discovered a single in- 
fallible iimVersa/remedy for "all diseases and for all cases of disease." 
Priessnitz thought that bis cold water was such ; Morrison averred 
that his pills were such ; and so on. " I find (wrote Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague in 1748) that tar-water has succeeded to Ward's 
drops;* and it is possible some other form of quackery has by this 
time taken place of that. The English (she adds) are, more than any 
other nations, infatuated by the prospect of univebsal medicine."* 
All such exclusive systems and ideas, howe\-er (though containing, 

■ See qnotations antecedentlj, p. 14G, SDd p. 199. And oUo " Britkfa Jounul of 
Honceopatb; "for Jul; 1852, p. 366. " Never," Dr Scott obserreB, till Hohnemaiin'B 



* Defence of Bahocmftiiii and bii Doctrinet, p. 63, For the soppoud antbore 
Bee ant«eedantlj foot note, p. 4. 

* For tome noticee of Dr Ward's drops or [alii, and tbe other " infillibte" but now 
fo^otUo qnackerioa of the last cectnry, see Wsdd's Menu, and Mtacina. He 
deeoribea Tsrioiu boneiettera, fYom the Earlof Deib; (p. 130) down to MrsMapp, a 
female qnack and bonentter, who rode in a coach and six with outrideri. 

* "There is always," obserTod the author of " Aoti-Soria" (in 1744), "someone 
arch quackerj that caniee tbe bell in England. If it i> not t»r-water, it is soma- 
tlunf else." An anecdote told, in tbe last oeDttuy, of Dr Mead, affords a sad though 
orentiained idea of tbe medical crcdnli^ of the people of England, and of their ap- 
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«s most of them do, some germs of truth), have ended in f^ure ; 
and principally because they have been improperly and indiscreetly 
held np as universal and infallible laws, applicable to the treatment 
of all diseases. Hahnemann deemed, as we have seen, the therapeu- 
tic law, *' Like is cured by like," as a law universal in its character, 
and universal in its application; but most assuredly he adduced 
nothing approaching to adequate proof to substantiate his bold hypo- 
thesis. The ima^ned instances, for example, which he ^ves of it in 
the introduction to his Organon, are almost all of doubtful, and im- 
perfectly observed phenomena, and the analogies he draws are often 
most forced and irrelevant. Besides all of these alleged homoeo- 
pathic cures which be there cites from " aliopathio authors, are cures 
effected in utter defiance of his own laws regarding the practical 
working of homoeopathy, — the patients being treated with medicinal 
mixtures and not single drugs — not with infinitesimal, but with large 
and henco dangerous doses of the various drugs in these mixtures— 
and all proof being entirely wanting that the medicinal symptoms of 
the principal drug or drugs corresponded, as they ought to do,' to the 

titude to patronise aoylluDg myatic, aud marrellons, and unintelligent to tfaem in 
medicinei— " A m*a of good education tiad become a quack, and had a booth in one 
of the most frequented streets of London. He calculated on the weakness and ere- 
dtilitj of mankind, and made a most fortnnate speculation. Mead, regretting that 
an intelligent man, capable of advandug truth, should degrade hlmeelf to such a 
trade, adriaed him to abandon it. ' Hov manj men a. daj,' said the quack, ' do yon 
' think paas through this street?' 'Perhaps 20,000,' said [he doctor. 'And how 
man J of these do jon suppose possaM the right use of their senses, and a sound 
jodgment?' 'Elve hundred.' 'The proportion is too great,'said the quack. 'A 
fanndred, then.' ' Still too much.' At last they agreed to reckon them at ten. ' Let 
me alone, then,' said the quack ; Met me levy on these 19,990 foots the tribute which 
thej owe me, and I have no objection to the ten baring in you that confidence which 
most assuredly jou well deserve.'" — Bicheran^t Ertmn Popalaires Betatives. d la 
Msdieine; and Dr Olover's FhHoti^hy of Medidnt, p. 4. Large sums are still 
sqaandered aannally by the English pablic on adverdsed empiric drugs and noetrnms. 
We believe ourselves t« be considerably within bounds when we reckon at least halfs 
million of pounds sterling, to be thus yearly sacrificed uselcBsIy and hurtfally at the 
shrine of medical credulity and quackery by the people of Great Britain. In an 
•ccoant lately published of a living London medicine- vendor (one who baa sacceeded 
M tui^, after failing in his own business as a lawyer), it is slated that this empiric alone 
spends on his own account L.20,000 annnally in advertising his drngs ; and several 
others of the tame class advertise even more widely than he does. In 1849, there 
were L.42,000 paid to the revenue of England for stamps merely to qnack medicines. 
' For the " true physician knows that he has to judge of and cure diseases not 
according to the similarity of the name of a single one of their symptoms, but 
according to the sum total of all the signs of the indieidncd state of each particular 
patient." — Organon, p. 1B7. 
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existing diseased symptoma at the time of exhibition. They are utterly 
and totally inadequate to show, that the law b even a general 
one in therapeutics, not to say an "eternal infallible" law, or 
theory of cure, as he declared it to be. For a universal law 
in medicme, or in other sciences, is a law, of course, that admits 
of no true exception to its operation ; and the individual facts and 
premises upon which it is primarily built, like the facts to which 
it subsequently extends, should all stand forth clearly and indubit- 
ably in unequivocal support of it. 

In examining the homoeopathic law, " similia eimilibus curantur," 
in some of the preceding chapters, we have seen how utterly it fails 
in showing any of these characteristics of an universal law, or even 
of a law of a low degree of generality. We have found, indeed, 
that when we take Hahnemann's own selected proofs of it in visible 
cutaneous diseases, that his own chosen instances of the operation 
of his law afford the most glaring evidence ag^nst, instead of in 
favour of such a law. In consequence of the action of this univer- 
sal, infallible law, it " invariably " happens, according to Hahne- 
mann, that small-pox (as a remedy) " immediately removes entirely " 
cow-pox (as a pre-existing disease) when the small-pox supervenes 
on a person having a cow-pock in progress upon him. We have 
seen (See Chapter XV.) that this consequence (which ought cer- 
tainly to follow if the homoeopathic law were a true law), does not 
follow under the circumstances stated ; and that Hahnemann re- 
quired to misrepresent and misquote the facts, in order to gain some 
appearance of proof of his law from this — the case which he himself 
chooses as one of the most evident instances in disease in favour of 
his law. We have found his other instances of the homoeopathic 
■ influence of two diseases upon each other, open to the same objection. 
And in the very class of cases which he himself brings forward as the 
strongest evidence in favour of his law — the curative influence of 
visible cutaneous diseases upon each other — we have seen his law 
apparently succeed where, from all sufficient want of similarity be- 
tween the curing and cured diseases, it ought to fail ; and, on the 
contrary, we have seen it fail where, from the greatness and per- 
fectness of similarity between two co-existing or consequent diseases, 
it ought undonbledly to succeed. 

Hahnemann and his followers have appealed, however, in favour 
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of their pretended universal law, to another variety of evidence than 
that dangerous kind derived from the observation of the mutual in- 
fluence of visible cutaneous diseases upon each other. They aver, 
that we may trace incontrovertible proofa and evidence in favour of 
the law, " similia simiUlma curanttir," if we study the effects upon 
healthy men of remedies that are known and acknowledged to cure 
special diseases ; inasmuch as that we will find, that the remedies 
which cure particular diseases in the sick, cause in the economy the 
same or similar diseases when they are used by the healthy. Let 
ns consider then, whether, as homoeopathists allege, the remedies 
which we use for the removal of diseases from individuals affected 
with them, would and do lead to the production of the same or simi- 
lar diseases, when taken by other individuals who are at the time 
unaffected with these ailments. 

It would be a very wearisome and a very useless task to follow out 
this inquiry in relation to any great number of dif^eases. Let na 
consider it in its bearings upon two or three only; for, in truth, our 
limited space forbids us to allude to more. And for our illustrations, 
let us take those examples of disease which Sir John Hersehel adduces 
in his " Preliminary Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy/' 
as instances for which the advancement of science of late years, has 
devised more or less certain means of removal and cure. These in- 
stances were, of course, originally cited by that author vrithout any 
view to such a question as the present ; and are hence free from the 
prejudice of selection. Sir John Herschel adduces as his illustrations, 
the treatment of the following four diseases, viz. : the cure of ague or 
intermittent fever by quinine; the arrestment of the ravages of 
smail-pox by vaccination ; the suppression of sea-scurvy in oiu: fleets 
hy lemon-juice, etc. ; and the removal of goitres by the use of iodine. 
These examples are as good as any other, and for the present object 
the more apposite, inasmuch as the first in our enumeration, formed 
in Hahnemann's mind the alleged fact by which the doctrine of 
homoeopathy was primarily su^ested to him ; and the second has 
been adduced by his disciples as the best-marked instance in favour 
of his doctrine. 

Let us turn, first, to the cure of intermittent fever by dnchona 
bark, or the active principle of that bark, quinine ; and consider 
whether this is, as it is alleged to be, one of the strongest possible 
proofs in favour of the doctrine of homoeopathy. 
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First Instance, — Cure of Ague by Quinine or Cinchona Bark,^ — 
It was in attempting to ascertain how Cinchona or Peruvian bark 
cured ague or intermittent fever, that Hahnemann made his alleged 
discovery. In corroboration of this point, let me adduce the evi- 
dence of Dr J. Rutherford Russell, a homceopathic physician, far 
better acquainted with the literature of Hahnemannic medicine 
than most of his brethren are. The first article inserted in the first 
volume of the " British Journal of Homoeopathy," was a " Sketch 
of the Origin and Progress of Homoeopathy," by Dr Russell. In 
speaking of the first idea of homoeopathy in Hahnemann's mind, Dr 
Bnssell tells us the following now oft-repeated anecdote of its origin. 

"AmoDg DumeroaB Italian, Freuob, and English works which hs (Hahnemanii) 
troneUted, was Cullen'a 'Materia Medica' in 1790. C^lea's daaoription of the 
virtDCB of Cinchona rivetted his attention ; and, dissatisfied with the aathor's attempt 
to explain its power in checking intermittent fever, he determlDed to make eiperi- 
ment» with the Enbstance on himself. With this new be look, for several da;s sac- 
cesNTel^, a con^derable dose of it, and an ihtebhittbht fetbk bnbuxd. Tho 
thoogbt then struck him, — ma; DOt the power of this dmg to care agae depend upon 
its power ot producing a aanilar diaetuef' — JoumtU of Homaopathy, vol. i. p. 3. ' 

Or let us take the circumstance as stated in a letter on homcBO- 
pathy, published in 1851 in England, by an individual who tells 
us he was a personal friend and pupil of Hahnemann, — namely, 
Mr Everest. In a sufficiently abusive and non-reverend " letter to 
Dr Corraack," Mr Everest, the Vicar of Wickwar, gives the following 
account of the ori^n of homceopathy in Hahnemann's muid: — 

"The world has been bo often informed of the manner in which he began his dig" 
covdries, that I presume it has reached even joarself ; jet snffer me to refer to it 
ouce more ; it maj not be altogether without profit. Dr Cullen had joat published 
some acconnta of the extraordinarj cnres of vanoos kinds of ague bf cinchona. Tlie 
man whom joa despise so ranch was employed in translating his work into German 
fbr the booksellers, for, haying given np a profession which he conld not conscien- 
tious!; practise, he was very poor ; and his thoughts one da; fell on the subjects he 
had been reading. He thought, ' Wb; does this substance cure tiiese maladies ? ' 
Alaal he could get no answer to the question; all was as dark before him as it must 
be to jou. Sir, at present The question was dismissed from his mind, but in vuu ; 
it returned with renewed force. He procured some of the substance in question. 

■ " Quinine, the essential principle in which reside the febrifuge qnalities of the 
Feruvian bark, (is) a discoTerj bj which posteritj is jet to benefit in its full extent, 
but which has already begun to diflTnse con^KiroIitfe comfort and health through re- 
gions almost desolated by pestiferous exhalations."— ^ertcA^/'iPrsftininar^ Discourse 
on lis Bt^dy of Natural Phihiophg, p. 56. 

* " Ha (Hahuemann) made the first trial on himself, by taking (or some days four 
scmples of powdered cinchona twice a-day, and observed the symptoms which mark 
a well developed intermittent fever." — Flelchsr'i PalMogy, edited by Drs Drysdale 
and Bussell, p. 494. 
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He eumJDed it, tasted it, weighed it ; but there was still no aoswer. ' The depth 
atiA, it ia not in me to say; and the sea said, it is not in me.' He took his hat, wan- 
dered forth alone, and meditated on the subject alone for hoars, and all in vain. At 
length he thought, ' A certain quantity of this inert-looking powder will moke a man 
strong who is attached with a certain eort of weakness, and arrest his periodical 
shivering and concomitant guSeringa ; will it make me stronger, I wonder, if I take 
it?' He begiu a coarse of it, and one evening, after haviiig taken a quantit; of it 
for several succesuTe dajs, he mas attacked tcilh SHtvBBlKa ihd otheb BixPTOirs OF 
tUTBRHiTTEnT FBVBB, attended with tnncb weakness aod loss of appetite. He stopped 
his dailj doses ; his fever went away, and health returned. He tried it many times, 
and invaiiably with the same or similar results. Now, observe, if yon please, ' fact 
THE FiBBT.' CJDchona ffivei a healthy man an intermittent fever, and cinchona earei 
intermittent fever in the sick."— afr Everest's Letter to Dr Cormark, 18S1. 

Hahnemann's supposed discovery, then, regarding tnnchona, was 
this — That cinchona cures intermittent fever in the eick, because 
cinchona, when taken in ordinary allopathic doses, gives a healthy 
man an intermittent iever, or symptoms similar to it. "Like 
cures lite." Now, the imagined universal law, " similia similibns 
curantur," was here, as elsewhere, built upon a premise, or supposed 
observation, which itself is not a fact. "There are," according to 
the often-quoted remark of Cullen, " more false facts than even 
felse theories in medicine." It is true, as a general fact, that cin- 
chona cures ague; but it Is iiot true that the use of cinchona pro- 
duces ague. There is every reason to believe that it was owing to 
the preconceived hypothesis in Hahnemann's own mind, that ke got 
ague symptoms from it. In Britain, for example, (or in any coun- 
tries where there is no external marsh-malaria capable of producing 
ague, and hence liable to lead to fallacies in the observations), I am not 
aware that such a result has been observed by any physicians or any 
patients. And yet there is scarcely a British medical practitioner 
who has not exhibited cinchona or quinine to his patients hundreds 
of times. Among our population many thousands of individuals 
have taken the cinchona, or its concentrated principle quinine, and 
the alleged result — viz., the production of ague, — has many thou- 
sands of times failed. Indeed, most of the individuals in these 
islands who have been repeatedly sick (and who has noti), have 
taken, at one time or another, doses of cinchona or quinine an a 
t«nic or otherwise. Has one of them ever had ague, or a disease 
like ague, produced by the use of this drug ? I am informed that 
one house in London manufactures every year for medical uses 
about £30,000 worth of quinine. Does a single dose out of this 
vast quantity ever create ague in those to whom it ia administered ? 
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Perhaps it raay occnr to some minds as an objection to snch an 
argoment, that the cinchona and qninine did not lead to this effect 
— the production of ague^ — because the individuals taking it might 
not be perfectly healthy at the time of taking it. But Hahnemann 
himself admits, " that the provings or effects of medicine may be 
seen by watching the actions of them when ^ren to the sick, par- 
ticularly in chronic diseasesj and even when ^ven in doses as 
small as the 30th dilution." Besides, many people have taken con- 
tinuous doses of quinine to acquire increased tone and strength, 
even after they were in a state of comparatively good health ; and 
not a few now of our ofBcers and others serving on the coast of 
A&ic% and in India, have (as was first, I believe, recommended by 
Dr Copeland) taken long courses of quinine without observing ague 
to follow its use. 

Let me repeat it, that it is an undoubted general fact or thera- 
peutic law, that the use of cinchona or quinine does cure ague ; but, 
observation roandly and entirely contradicts the allegation of Hah- 
nemann, that its use can also produce ague. And yet this last 
allegation was necessary in order that the law of " similia simillbus 
curautur" be true. If the allegation, however, is nntme, as it 
certainly is, then this supposed in&llible, universal law, is not 
infallible and universal ; and in this, as in other instances, is not 
founded upon fact. Nor would it be at all relevant and logical to 
maintain, that if cinchona or quinine did prodtice ague (which is 
altogether questionable and doubtful) in ten or twenty exceptional 
instances out of the many many thousands of people who yearly take 
it, these rare and exceptional observations would be sufficient as a ba^ 
and groundwork for the Hahnemannic universal law. A universal, in- 
fiilliblelaw, like the "similia Mmilibus," cannot thus admit of infinitely 
more true instances of exception than tme instances of confirmation, 
either in the premises upon which it is built, or in the results which 
it comprehends. Tar less can it he primarily founded upon a tew rare 
and exertional observations as its deliberate data or premises. Even 
admit, ibr the sake of argument, that the cinchona or quinine could, in 
an extremely rare case now and then — as 1 in 1000, or 1 in 100,000, 
or 1 in 100,000,000— produce ague, or symptoms similar to it, would 
the extremely rare and exceptional occurrence of these symptoms be 
any reason, on any principle of philosophy or logic, for the foundation 
and establishment of a universal lawt An exceptional phenomenon 
cannot be the foundation of any universal law in therapeutics or in any 
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other science. The exceptional occurrence of ague symptoms when 
cinchona is used (if ever snch symptoms do occur from such a cause) 
would be no adequate basis to build a universal law of cure upon.* 

The homieopatbists are fond of likening Hahnemann to Newton, 
and of comparing the universal law of " like cures like," suggested 
by the German physician, with the universal law of the gravitation 
of matter, propounded by the English philosopher. In the same 
paper by Dr fiussell, " On the Origin and Progress of Hookbo- 
pathy," from which I have already quoted the account of Hahne- 
mann producing ague in himself by taking doses of cinchona, Dr 
Russell observes — 

" The iDKi. that medicinet owed their powera of core to > poiver of exciting a 
diieufl limilar to the one the; cured, was giren bj observing (m agiM txeiled fy 
cincluma. Bnl Hahnemann did not jamp at his oonclnaion from this one observation, 
bat gonght 10 find in all other specifics some relation between the diseasei the; cured, 
and the effects the; produced on those in health. And we mmt remember that his 
mind was on the wateh for some indication. Shall we, then, blame him for at- 
tacliiag nndae importance to one experimcDt ? As welt might we blame Newton 
for resting his taw of graviiBtioo on the apple's fall. In both oases, the ot^^al 
obserratioD was bat the finger-post of tbe road to truth."— BrilahJoaTnal o/SomcBO- 
palfig, Jan. 1843, yoL i. p. IS. 

But the said " finger-post" points to two very different orders of 
data, or rather in two very different and opposite directions, in the 
two instances thus compared together. The fall of the apple to- 
wards the earth was found, on further consideration, not only to hold 
invariably true of this, but invariably true of all other similar material 
bodies. " There were (observes Dr Abercrombie) at one time 
certain apparent exceptions to the universality of this law {of 
gravitation), namely, in some very light bodies which were not ob- 
served to fall. But a little farther observation showed that these 
are prevented falling by being lighter than the atmosphere, and that 
in vacuo they observe the same law as the heaviest bodies. The 
apparent exceptions being thus brought under the law, it became 
general, namely, the fact unwertally true, that all unsupported 
bodies fell to the earth."' The production, however, of ague, or of 

' After spealdng of Hahnemann himself taking " repeated doses of decoction uf 
bark," and producing agne in his own person, another homiBopatliie writer observe* — 
" This phenomenon made upon his mind an impression similar to tbat which the UX\ 
of the apple made upon the mind of Newton ; aod from this attack of fever, thns 
artificially produced, ma; be dated the oaioiN of homceopath;." — IrUh Homaopathia 
Soeiely'i YietB of Hommtpaihy, p. 11 . For the same comparisoD, see also Dr Modden'i 
Pamphlet on Homoeopalhy and Medical Rt/orm, Preface, p. x., etc 

' Dr Aberorombie'a loquirj' conceming thu Intellectual Powers, p. 434. 
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an auction like ague, in one person by the use of cinchona-baik 
or quinine, does not hold invariably or generally true in relation to 
the oae of tbe same medicine by other persons, or by the camnranity 
at large. In fact, the occnrrence of agae in mankind from the tise 
of qoinine, so very far from being a general fact, is at best but a 
rare, a very rare, exception to the great general fact, that the 
use of quinine does HOT produce ague, or srymptoma of ague, in the 
human constitution. And instead of the fall of the apple, and the 
appearance of ague symptoms irom cinchona resembling each other 
as primary facts or observations leading on respectively to the de- 
velopment of the laws of gravitation and homoeopathy, they are as 
opposite and dissimilar as it is possible to conceive. The fall of the 
apple, etc., is invariably true, and without any exception. The pro- 
duction of ague by cinchona is, on the contrary, almost if not, inva- 
riahly imtrue, and is at best not a general law, but a very, very rare 
exception to a very general law. 

In fact, the analogy or supposed analogy between the laws of 
gravitation and homoeopathy would be far more true and complete, 
if taken in a very different view from the preceding. For as ration- 
ally and as logically might some eccentric philosopher dream of 
building a universal law of repulsion of matter (in opposition to 
Newton's universal law of its attraction or gravitation), by adducing 
in favour of this alleged *' infallible," "unerring," universal law 
of repulsion, the exceptional case of the ascent of the balloon, in 
opposition to the constant observation of the descent of the" apple 
and of other material bodies to the earth,' as Hahnemann could 
build a universal, " eternal, unchangeable" law of cure by similars 
upon the rare exceptional case of the apparent production of ague by 
the remedy which cures ague, in opposition to the general fact and law 
that the use of that drug does not cause that disease. Man is usiially 
bom with five digits upon each hand and foot. Sometimes, however, 
and as a rare exception to this, there is seen an additional £nger or even 
two on each hand, or an additional toe or two on each foot. But would 
this rare and exceptional occurrence be regarded by any sane ana- 
tomist or zoologist as a sufficient and adequate reason for declaring 
it as a high, general, or universal law, that man was a six-fingered 
and six-toed, or a seven-toed or seven-fingered animal ? And yet it 
is by reasoning in this way on rare exceptions, and by converting 
these exceptions into alleged " general laws," that Hahnemann 
and his followers have arrived at most of their principal conclusions 
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in the ao-called science of homceopathy. They forget, I repeat, 
that a general law or general fact can never be based upon ex- 
ceptions, and that, on the contrary, a law of even the very lowest 
degree or type of generality must be abandoned altogether as a 
law, when, as in this instance, the exceptions against it are infi' 
nitely more numerous than the instances in favour of it. The 
premises upon which any high general or universal law is built 
(such as the law of similia dmil^us is held to be by bomoeo- 
pathists) must be constant, and not exceptional, phenomena. 
" Every keal medicine," says Hahnemann himself (and if any 
medicine deserves that name, certainly cinchona or quinine merits 
it), " every real medicine acts at all times, and under all circum- 
stances, on every living human being, and produces in him the 
symptoms pecuhar to it, distinctly perceptible if the dose be large 
enough, so that evidently every living human organism is liable to 
be affected, and, as it were, inoculated, with the medicinal disease at 
any time, and absolutely (unconditionally), which, as before said, ia 
by no means the case with the natural diseases."' When judged 
by this criterion of Hahnemann, there can be but one conclusion, 
— viz., that cinchona does not produce ague or a disease analogous 
to ague ; and tliat in relation to it, the " infallible," " unerring" law 
of sitntUa similibus does not hold good. 

Nay more, I believe we may go one step farther in relation to 
the action of cinchona or quinine. No one can doubt, that as a 
general law, the large doses of cinchona, or the corresponding doses 
of quinine, given by physicians, arrest and cure ague, Kest, and a 
change of diet and habitation, will often alone cure the milder 
cases of the disease.' But there are few if any points in the 

' Organon, p. 132. 

' As evidence of thia fact, and of the great care required in drawing correct de- 
dactions from therapeutic obserrations, let me qnote the following statement trom 
Professor Cbomel of PuriB : — "The Common Hollf having been much praised as 
& remedy for intermittent fever, M. Chomel determined to make trial of it in the 
clinical wards of the Hospital I.a Cborit^. Accordingly, he requested the officers 
of the Bnreaa Central, an establishment where nearl; all the palients are admitted 
In the Parisian Hospitals, to send bim some cases of that disease. TuKnti/-tieo 
oases were, in coDBequence, directed to bim. After tbrar admis^on, be purposely 
abstained from all treatment for several days, in order to assure himself of the 
Gorreotness of ^e diagnosis, and to ascertain that the paroxysms were neither bub- 
peoded nor diminished by the altered circnmstancss of the patients. He found, 
that of the tweoty'tno, aeven never hod another paroxysm, four bad parozyams of 
decreasing intensity, and eight had nothing but symptomatic paroxysms, coDDected 
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general laws of therapeutics more certain, than the removal of ail 
eurable cases of ague hj the use of cinchona or quinine, given in 
the ordinary doses and by ordinary physicians. In Vienna, how- 
ever, and elsewhere, where the disease is prevalent, the infinitesi- 
mal doses of cinchona or qninine recommended hy Hahnemann, as 
a necessary o&hoot of his doctrine of " similia similibus," are not 
found to cnre ague like the large ordinary doses of the same drug. 
" In corroboration^ we might (observes Dr Balfour) quote the con- 
fessions of the homoBopathists themselves, or of those who have 
been reconverted to allopathy. Thus Koff states, that this disease 
can neither be certainly, quickly, nor pleasantly cured by the in- 
finitesimals. Nay, he (Eos') quotes avowed homceopaths. Gross, 
Bammell, (Egidi, and Hauptmann, to the same effect." " What 
(asks Dr Balfour) are we to think of a system, whose very fonnda- 
tion-stone is so unstable I For, as is well known, it was the action 
of cinchona that first led Hahnemann to think oS his new theory." * 



with iligbt influmuatioa of the muooiu membrauea, wbich yielded to simple uiti- 
phlogisdc remedieB ; thret onl; wece fit Bobjects for experiment, i. e. had essential 
intennitCent fever, preaerring all its intensiEj in the tbreeor four paroijama fol- 
lowing their adnuB^on. The remedy (the Holly) was given to these at fint in tho 
dose recommeDded ; the quantity was then doubled, quadnipled, and octnpled, with- 
ont any appreciable effect. The sulphate of quinine naa then given in the ordinarr 
wa/, and the paroxysms were immediateig Stopped. If, from the day of adnussion, 
the remedj had been giren to all, or even only to those iriio had eiuential inter- 
mittent (ever, ire wonld have concluded, that it had cnred nineteen oat of tnenly- 
two, or, at least, eleven in fonrteen, and wonld have regarded the remuning three 
easee — the only ones proper to lest the remedy — as exceptional, ones." — See the 
Lancet for 18*1-2, p. 107. 

■ British and Foreign Medical Keview, vol. ixiU. p. 60S. Dr Baahnan tageni- 
onsly suggests to the homcBopaihs the following praetical and pectmlaiy appli- 
cation of their infinitesiiaal doctrines in relation to oinohona, — " Cincbona hark 
(aayi he) is becoming more scarce everj day, and its market price, consequently, 
increasing; while, from the greater intercourse of Europeans with hot climates, 
the necesiitj of obluning this precious drug is also daily on the increase. Im- 
mense quantities are consumed by the French army in Africa, where the expense 
incnrred by the supplj of quinine is enormously great. Henoe the f'renah govern- 
ment has oSbred a large reward to any one who may discorer a cheap aubstitote for 
quinine ; and there can be Uttle doubt, bnt tbat the happy disooverer would be 
gratified with a share of the saving produced, wbich would amount to several 
thousands yearly. Being of those who desire to practise the sublime precept of 
retnrning good for evil, we would direct the attention of our metropolitan homceo- 
paths to this point. The speculation is worth looking after. If a pennyworth of 
quiaine be snffident to cure, of intermittent fever, the whole world to the end of 
time — the dilution becoming more efficacious with each gallon of Quid you add to 
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Second instance. — Vaccinalion and its Electa upon Smallpox. 
— ^The second instance adduced by Sir John Herschel of the power 
of medicine over human maladies, is the sappression of small- 
pox by Dr Jenner's discovery of vaccination. Cert^nly it wonld 
be impossible to adduce a more striking instance of the triumph of 
medicine over the ravages of disease ; for, if small-pox prevailed 
now as much in Britain amongst our present increased population, 
as it prevailed among the smaller population of the last century, 
and before vaccination was discovered, about 80,000 individuals 
would die from it annually in England and Scotland alone ; and, 
as I have already stated in a preceding page, this single discoveiy 
in medicine, has probably already saved millions of human lives, 

Hahnemann and his followers allege, that the prevention of small- 
pox by vaccination is a striking instance of the operation of the in- 
£illible law of homceopathy.' But most assuredly it is not an in- 
stance in the slightest degree in favour of that taw. 

In order to cure a disease, by means of a similar affection developed 
by a homceopathically chosen remedy, we should, according to 
Hahnemann, excite in the body, an artificial or " medicinal disease 
somewhat greater in degree" than the natural disease which we 
wish to remove. {Organon, p. 41.) The physician, he elsewhere 



it, and the ' suocnsaioiu,' moreover, coatiog little — wbj not becoms ouididaUa for 
the French prize? Why not propose Co supply the French BFmj in Africa with an 
in&Uible rsmedj', costiDg leii than a farthing, uid endowed with miraculooi pro- 
perties ? Yoo cannot Tul to demonstrate the truth of your ajBlem ; the goremMient 
eannot ehat its ejei againat the light ; you will receive a reward superior to the 
tarn of yoar united practices in I.0DdoD, and mt will have a happj riddance of yon."— 
SeoKo^xitig and the H<ymaopitilit, p. 193. 

' Thii (vaccination) is an operation parelj honii£opktMc, and one which, from its 
efficacy in the prevention of a disease exhibiting analogous symptomi has been 
freqnentlj quoted by Our Great Founder and hia disciples, as oue of tbe best illus- 
trations of the immutable law," elo, — Dr Laurie's Homrcopalhia Domastio JUtdievie, 
p. 728. See also Viiw of Sotnaopalhy, pubiiebed by tbe Irisb Homceopatbio Society, 
p. IT ; etc. But, it may be added, a bomceopathio physician, Bonninghaasen, " actu- 
ally proposed to present a petition to government praying for the auppresiion of vac- 
cination, as he believed it to be a fertile source of cbronic disease, and he had fonod 
that Thuja (aOOth dilulion} was a pttfect specific for smail-pox of tbe raoat violent 
ohaiacter, preventing all pock-marbi." — Journal of Homceopaihy for 1651, p. 350. On 
tlie contrary, Trinlu, another bomoaopathial, found in amall-poz at Dresden, that T/aija 
was not " of the slightest u»e." — Ibid., p. 604. And Dr Henriques stales his belief, 
that " no specific for small-pox is known in homeaopathy." — Ibid., p. 503. Sudi is 
the alleged "harmony" among the discifdes of the "eternal, unchangeable, infallible 
law," snntlia lunili^ eurantar. 
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observes, " affects the vital force in a stronger manner by a potency 
that produces a disease very 8tmilar,bttt«fowi^er." (P, 12S.)' When, 
however, we use a^ a preventive of amall-pox, artificial inoculation 
with small-pox (variolation), or artificial inoculation with cow-pox 
(vaccination), the artificial disease is not, what is hypotheticallj re- 
quired ^37 the homoeopathic law, a ^cafer or (ironjrer disease than the 
small-pox itself. Besides, when small-pox inoculation was used, as 
was very generally and very successfully done in the last centuiy, to 
prevent smaU-pox (and has been lately proposed to be done again by 
some modem physicians, as Drs Copland, Gregory, and Trousseau), 
the remedy thus employed did not produce symptoms merely similar 
to small-pox, but symptoms identieai with it. In fact, the two dis- 
eases were identical and the same. The effect, if explicable in this 
way at all, was not certainly an effect of the homceopathic law 
similia sitnilibus curantitr, — of like cured by like ; but rather of the 
isopathic law of Luz, — viz., of the same disease cured by the same, 
cequalia (MquaUbua curaiitur? And the same remark may be ex- 
tended to the present practice of vaccination, seeing that almost all 
pathologists are now agreed, that small-pox and cow-pox are identi- 
cally the same disease, with this difference, that the cow-pox has 
been modified by passmg through the body of the cow, but can be 
reproduced agmn in the cow by exposing it fully to the contagion 
of human small-pox. 

In truth, however, the prevention of small-pox by artificial vario- 
lation and vaccination, depends altogether on a different law, &om 
that of similia similibus or teqaalia cequalibus. And the law is one 
with which the public, as well as the profession, have long been inti- 
mate. It is simply this, — that one attack of certmn specific contagious 
diseases, as measles, scarlet fever, hooping-cough, plague, etc., gene- 
rally destroys, for the remainder of life, the liability in the individual 
attacked, to a repetition of the same disease. In other words, these 
are non-recurrent affections. When a child is attacked, for example, 

* Sse other qnot&tioDB from the *' Orguum" to the rame effect in s preceding pngt 

(p. 209). 

' Hahnemann himself more than once ^Unctlj lajs it dawn, that (to quote bia 
own words), "the homceopathic doctrine n«it«r preteniled to cnre a diseaie by iheiame, 
the ufenticof power by nhich the disease was produced ; tiut b; means of a medicine 
that poasesBea the peculiar power of being able to produce a similar morbid state." — 
(See hie Letter Writings, p. 743.) "If (he agua remaike) the two were not merely 
of a simi/ar hut of the lame nature, consequently identical, then no regolt, or only an 
a^rBvatioii of the malady, would follow." — Ibid, p. 708. 
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with measles, it b rarely, in after-life, attacked with measles a second 
time. The prevention of measles, however, in this way, by a pre- 
vious attack of measles, or the prevention of scarlet fever by a pr&- 
viona attack of scarlet fever, is most assuredly no instance of the 
homceopathic hiw, that hke is cured by like. No homceopathist even 
ever propounded such an untenable doctrine. Neither on the same 
gronnd is the prevention of small-pox by previous artificial attacks 
of small-pox (variolation,) or of cow-pox (vaccination,) any example 
of the operation of that law. 

Third instance. — Prevention and Cure of Sea-Scitrtn/ by Lemon- 
juice. — The third illnstration adduced by Sir John Herschel, is the 
prevention and cure of sea-scurvy by lemon-juice, etc. In speak- 
ing of the former ravages produced in oar fleets by sear^curvy, aa 
compared with the present state of our navy, Sir John Herschel 
remarks : — 

" Hardly inferior to this scourge (of small-pox) on land was, 
within the last seventy or eighty years, the scurvy at sea. The suf- 
ferings and destmction produced by this horrid disorder on board 
our ships, when, as a matter of course, it broke out after a few 
months' voyage, seem now almost incredible. Deaths, to the 
amount of eight or ten a day, in a moderate ship's company ; bodies 
sewn up in hammocks, and washing about the decks for the want of 
strength and spirits on the part of the miserable survivors to cast 
them overboard ; and every form of loathsome and excruciating 
misery of which the human frame is susceptible : — such are the 
pictures which the narratives of nautical adventure in those days 

continually offer So tremendous were the ravages 

of scurvy, that in the year 1726, Admiral Hosier sailed with 
seven ships of the line to the West Indies, and buried hb ships' 
companies twice, and died himself, in consequence, of a broken 
heart In 1780, the number of cases of scurvy re- 
ceived into Haslar Hospital was 1457 ; in 1806, one only ; and, in 
1807, one. There are now many surgeons in the navy who have 
never seen the disease."' 

Few facts are better ascertained and more universally acknow- 
ledged than this, — that lemon-juice, and the use of fresh succulent 
fruits and vegetables, form not only the best preventives, but also 

' HeiBchera Preliminary Discourse on the Study of Natnral Philosophy, p. 52. 
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the best and most certaia cures for sea-scurvy. No man, I believe, 
has any doubt that the use of lemon-juice, or the use of fresh salads 
or fruits, would cure any common oncomplicated case of scurvy. But 
no man, so &r as I know, has ever observed the ' use of lemon-jnice 
produce the disease which it can thus cure ; though it ought to do so 
oiten and constantly, if the homoeopathic law were a true, " unerring, 
in^lible" law as Hahnemann and his followers aver it to be.^ 

" Scurvy, says Dr Watson, is infallibly and rapidly cured by the 
administration of lemon-joice, or of other fresh fruits and vegetables."' 

But. again, while the use of fresh and succulent vegetables, such 
as salads, fruits, etc., will almost infallibly cure any common case of 
scurvy, certainly the daily use of salad or fruits by the general 
community does not produce in them that disease, or any morbid 
affection or state similar to that disease ; and yet, I repeat, such a 
diet ought to have such an effect, provided there were any truth in 
what Hahnemann terms his " infallible, eternal law of nature." 

Fourth instance. — Cure of Goitre by the exhibition of Iodine. — 
The last instance mentioned by Sir John Herschel is the use of 
iodine in discussing and removing goitre icom the neck or thyroid 
gland. " The result," says he, " establishes the extraordinary fact, 
that this siugnlar substance, taken as a medicine, acts with the ut- 
most promptitude and energy on goitre, dissipating the largest and 
most inveterate in a short time, and acting (of course like all medi- 
cines, even the most approved, with occasional failures) as a specific, 
or natural antagonist, against that odious deformity."* In con- 
sonance with the unerring law of homoeopathy, this drug, which thna 
removes goitrous swelling of the neck, ought also to produce an 
afiection similar to goitre in the neck or thyroid gland. But 
though preparations of iodine are used most extensively in medical 

' I am aware, that on dieoretieaT groaDda Dr SWrena lupposss that the nss of 
lemon-joice shoald produce scorvj, and he fancied he had seen inch an effect; but 
I believe that neither he nor any Qoe else e>er reall; obserred thai disease to result 
Jrom the use of lemon-juice. Occaaionallj scurvy may hare been Been in sailore 
who had been uaiag the lemon-juice; bnl in such iDBtuices the deficient quantity or 
quality of the lemofi-jaice wae the cause; juat as small-pox will occanonally oecnr 
after Taccination, from the raccinadon being defeodve or imperfect. But in sack 
circamslances it would be a wild and strange l<^c that would bold that the racci- 
nation was the cause of the small -pox, or the lemon-jnice was the caiue of the scprrj. 

' Dr Watton'i Lecturn on the Practice of Physic (1&48). Vol. ii. p. 860. 

' Preliminary Discourse on the Stady of Natural PbQosopfay, p. S\. 
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practice for other diseases (about L. 50,000 of iodine being manii- 
factnred annually in Great Britain for medical purposes alone), no 
one, I believe, has ever seen the drug produce this affection, or any 
sfifection in any degree similar to it, in the neck or in the thyroid 
gland ; which it ought constantly to do, under these circumstances, 
if there were truth in the homceopathic law. We are tofd, however, • 
by the homoeopathists, that some day they expect to see an instance 
in which the use of Iodine will coincide with an enlargement of the 
thyroid gland, or with symptoms of goitre. And they argue that 
this " coming" case will prove that the action of Iodine is homceo- 
pathic ; — tUogically arguing, in this as in other instances, that any 
such rare exception, provided it ever did occur, ought to be received 
as a general and universal fact. As well, and as logically, might a 
naturalist take it upon him to aver, as a general law, that man was 
actually a treble-headed animal ; and, in confirmation of it, tell us 
that he was merely waiting for an instance of the birth of such a 
human monstrosity showing three heads, heheving that such an 
occurrence would prove the truth of his supposed generalisation. 

Before leaving this subject, let me forther observe, that we have 
already found Hahnemann declaring that " tiie method ab uau in 
morbis can never be of the slightest use to the practitioner, and can 
never reveal anything true and useful of the curative powers of each 
medicinal substance." — (See antecedently, p. 181.) Now the cure 
of goitre by Iodine has not, and cannot be revealed, by any experi- 
ments on the healthy subject ; but has been revealed, like the medi- 
cinal effects of many other of our principal drugs, by their use in 
diseases alone. We know, from the notices of burnt sponge as a 
remedy for goitre, mentioned by Arnold de Villeneuve and other old 
authors, that Iodine has been used in this form, from time imme- 
morial, by those affected with goitre in Switzerland, and in other 
parts of Europe, Those suffering from it in South America seem, 
from medical experience, to have discovered also the uses of matters 
containing Iodine in the same affection. The stems of a sea-weed, 
and without doubt containing Iodine, have been long chewed by the 
inhabitants of South America, under the name of Palo-coto, or 
Goitre-stick, wherever goitre is prevalent. I am informed by Dr 
Greville, that Dr Gillies found this drug carried over the Pampas 
of South America, many hundreds of miles inland, for this 
medicinal use. Here we have the same medicinal agent, Iodine, 
used by people suffering under the same affection in very difierent 
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and distant parts of the world ; and their i^th in it founded, no 
doubt, merely upon their experience of its good e^cts in the treat- 
ment and removal of this disease in those af^ted by it ; &om expe- 
riments with it upon the diseased, and not upon the healthy subject. 

The preceding instances, and they might easily be multiplied if 
necessary, are perhaps sufBcient to show, that the alleged universal 
law of aimilia eimilibut, is by no means infitllible and universal, as it 
was and is maintained to be by Hahnemann and his supporters. 
Hahnemann has himself shown, by quotations from various authors, 
that the law of aimilia nmilibua cvraatur was, Irom time to time, 
suggested by practitioners and writers, from Hippocrates downwards, 
as one of the general laws of therapeutics. I have said enough, I 
believe, to show that it is not a universal law ; and I believe that, 
with few, if any, exceptions, all our moat distinguished pathologists and 
physicians entirely doubt if it is even one of the lowest general laws 
in therapeutics, or has in truth any claim to the title of a law at all. 
It would be a valuable general law, if it could be proved to be such ; 
but adequate evidence is altogether wanting even to that effect. No 
doubt we find that a drug, such as a solution of nitrate of silver, 
when dropped into the eye, will produce a form of inflammation of 
the eye, and that a similar solution is, in conjunction with other 
appropriate remedial means, frequently used by oculists for the cure 
of catarrhal and other inflammatory affections in that organ. But 
all adequate proof is wanting capable of showing that the mere 
curative effect, which the medicine possesses over the inflammation, 
has any conneeti/m whatever with its morbific power of producing the 
inflammation ; or the reverse. In other words, we have no evidence 
that the drug has the power of curing, merely because it has the 
power of producing, inflammatory disease of the eye. There is no 
probable, and certainly no proved, relation of cause and effect between 
these two coincidences ; no more than there is any proved or prob- 
able relation of cause and effect between the fact of roast-beef or 
mutton curing the faintness of hunger in most men, because they 
produce a feeling of faintness in some few idiosyncracies.^ In none 
of the cases of similia eimilibue adduced by homceopathists, is 
the sequence of production and cure a constant sequence. It 
is always, as we have repeatedly stated, an exceptional, and often 

' Bee CMi tbii point th« inttaacM qtioud M, p. 333. 
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a rare, coincidence only. But even the constancy of the seqnencd 
or coincidence, were it well marked, would not necessarily prove 
the connection between the phenomena to be of the relation of 
cause and effect, " Night follows day, and day follows night ; but 
night is not the cause of day, nor day the cause of night." 

To show this want of causal relation in the alleged cases of gimilia 
similibus, let ns take another instance in illustration. Hahne- 
mann, and other homceopathists, often adduce, in supposed corrobo- 
ration of the truth of the principle aimilia similibus curantur, the 
fact, that in " recent cases of fixist^bitten limbs, frozen sour-crout is 
applied, and frictions of snow are used." — (^Organon, p. 100.) In 
this instance, the good effect derived from the frequent frictions of 
snow, is not truly explicable on the principle that " like cures Kke," 
but is explicable on other acknowledged therapeutic principles. 
The frictions with the snow do not cure the frost-bite in consequence 
of the fact of an excessive cold having originally produced the fiwst- 
hite, as the law ot iimilia stmilibus presupposes. There are not two 
kinds of cold. Cold as a medicine applied to a frost-bitten part, 
would not, hence, be the apphcation of a like remedy, but of 
an agent identically the same as the morbific cause. The homceo- 
pathic law, as explained by Hahnemann, maint^s that the like 
medicinal agent must, as we have already seen, be stronger in degree 
than the original disease. But the degree of cold of snow-frictions is 
not greater than the degree of cold in a frost-bitten part. Parts of a 
healthy human body are seldom frost-bitten, till the temperature in 
them is reduced twenty or thirty degrees below the freezing point, — 
say, for the sake of argument, to zero in Fahrenheit's scale. Aquanti^ 
of snow held in the human hand, and apphed to the frost-bitten part, 
rapidly acquires a heat of 32" or above it, for it rapidly melts in the 
hand. Hence the medicinal cold thus applied, is not, I repeat (as the 
homceopathic law considers necessary), " greater" than the original 
amount of cold or disease in the frost-bitten part, but is quite the 
reverse. In reality, however, the true explanation is quite a diflferent 
one irom the law of aimilia similibus curantur. It is a general fact 
or law, that when extreme degrees of cold or heat are applied to the 
exposed parts of the human body, the subsequent deleterious effect 
is greatly modified according to the degree of rapidity, or slowness, 
with which the part is allowed to return to the natural temperature 
of the body. If the firost-bitten part at the temperature of zero, 
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were suddenly exposed to the temperature of a room at 60° Fahreii- 
beit, the part would, in consequence of the re-action produced, inflame, 
and perhaps slongh and die. But when it is allowed only gradu^y 
to return to the natural temperature of the body, or the natural 
temperature of the room, by the intermediate degree of heat conveyed 
by snow-frictions being applied to it, this mischance is in a great 
degree obviated. In this case we see, that the explanation of the 
good effects of the snow-fnction, on the &ost-bitten part, is not re- 
ferable to the apparent coincidence of " like curing like," but is 
referable to a different law. And, In truth, the coincidence itself of 
eimiUa iimilibut, is here, as in other cases, apparent only, and not 
real, — a temperature of 32°, such as is produced by the snow-frio- 
tions, being to the frost-bitten part at zero comparatively an applica- 
tion of heat, and not of cold ; and the instance itself is merely an 
example of the common fact, that the apparent coincidence of similia 
timilibaa is in this as in other examples referable to other acknow- 
ledged therapeutic laws. 

But, for the sake of illustration, let us for a moment take Hahne- 
mann at his own word, and let us allow that the application of snow 
to a part frost-bitten by cold air may, or can, cure the frost-bitten 
part homoeopathically, on the principle similia similibus curaniur. 
Then, according to Hahnemann's repeated tenets and opinions, two 
subsidiary conditions are necessary in order that this or any other 
homoeopathic cures be effected, viz. — first, the medicine must be 
" stronger" than the disease,' or, in other words, the remedial degree 
of cold must be "greater" than the morbific degree of it in the 
affected part ; and secondly, further, lest the remedy do harm, and 
a^ravate the disease instead of relieving it, the dose of the remedy 
j)f cold ought, according to Hahnemann, to he the very smallest 
possible dose, as a billionth or decillionth of a grain of a drug, and, 
consequently, an equal part of a degree of Raumur or Fahrenheit ; 
— consequently, a billionth or decillionth of a degree of cold lower, 
and hence " stronger," than the actaal degree of it which ha^ pro- 
duced the frost-bite in the nose, fingers, or toes of the affected 
person, ought to be the amount of cold kept locally applied for the 
cure, homoeopathically, of these affected parts. It needs, however, 
little thought or reasoning to predetermine, that these firost-bitten 
parts would only the more speedily be attacked with mortification and 

' On tbii polnl, lee the opioioni of Hahnemann alreadj quoted at p. S09, eie. 
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death, if, when once frost-bitten with cold, they were kept, for cure, 
exposed to the same or to a greater degree of cold, as the homceo- 
pathic doctrine requires. Will any disciples of Hahnemann venture 
to show their faith in Hahnemann's doctrine of similia similibus 
curantur^ by allowing their noses, oi" fingers, or toes to be first duly 
frosts-bitten by exposuru to air of a temperature of zero, and then 
snbmit these parts to be cured homceopathically, by having them 
retained in a degree of cold, amongst snow or otherwise, " greater " 
and " stronger" than the natural degree of cold which produced the 
irost-bite, until (according to Hahnemanft'a explanation, p. 213) the 
remedy " cause and compel" the instinctive vital force " to increase 
its energy," so as to remove the original diseased amount of cold or 
frost-bite? No doubt there are persons with minds so confiding 
and credulous, and so heartily enamoured by anything affecting, like 
homceopathy, to bear, though spuriously, the name of science, that 
the loss even of their own features, or of their own extremities, by 
the mortification of the parts necessarily following such a frost-bite, 
would not carry conviction to their minds, however much it might 
damage and mutilate their bodies. There are others, however, 
whom such an argumentum ad hominem would possibly convince- 
As a foundation for the application of the universal law, " Like 
cures like," in practice, Hahnemann and others have themselves, 
as we have already seen,^ taken doses of difiFerent medicines, and 
marked all the symptoms which they could observe in their own - 
bodies and minds for some days or weeks after swallowing them, 
hoping by the knowledge thus acquired to be able afterwards in 
practice to select their medicines according to the principle of simili- 
tude. In writing down records of these supposed symptoms, pro- 
duced by the drugs taken, they doubtlessly often, or indeed 
generally, noted merely those mental nervous and bodily symptoms 
which constantly occur in the human body without the use of drugs ; 
and more especially occtu-, if we have our attention set in watch fi>r 
the presence and discovery of them. No doubt the desire and the 
expectation of these symptoms will often conjure up their occurrence. 
Z have known simple bread-pills act as aperients, as diaphoretics, as 
diuretics, as narcotics, etc., when the patients who used them swal- 
lowed them under the mental impression and conviction that they 

I See ChApter X., pp. 66-TT. 
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were drugs calculated to produce these special effects. In one case, 
with which I have been made acquainted, salivation and spungy gums 
followed the use of bread pills — the patient believing that his medi- 
cal attendant was exhibiting to him, what he had experienced before, 
an active course of mercury. ' 

Hahnemann in all probability took symptoms of ague when he" first 
experimentally used the cinchona bark, because he expected, if not 
actually desired, these symptoms to occur. Many of the " provings" 
of drugs were mtide by Hahnemann himself; and his countryman, 
Isensee, avers that Hahnemann's alleged symptoms "may all be 
referred to sobriety, fasting, ill-humour, and sleepiness, caused by 
continued attention to — NOTHING, mised with those innumerable 
sensations whith crowd every hour of our life."^ 



■ Some eiperimeuts made at Fan's, when, a Tew years ago, the qaestion of 
bom<eopBlby was raised in that scbool, show bow mucb the action of tbe honiBo- 
pathic dTug is a mere mental or imaginary effect. The^e experiments conusted 
of giving CO patients pills made of inert substances. Thus, for example, in a 
ease of loss of voice, apbonia, two atarcA nndrngged pills were given. "A few 
mitrntes after the first pill had been swallowed, the following BjmptomB mani- 
fested themselves : — Anxiety, pain and nneasiness in tbe region of the heart and 
thorax, perspiration, with heat and emption on tbe skin. The second pill appeared 
to aggravate these symptoms, with the addition of hiccough. She afterwards fell 
asleep, and on awaking was astonished to find she oonld talk in a load tone." The 
complaint did not recor. In another case a man aged 43, bad exhibited to him foar 
starch pills, which be believed to be bomceopatbic remedies. " Half an boar after 
BTvatIo wing each pill, tbe patient experienced aoxietj, sense of oppression, and spitting 
of blood. The pills were digcontinaed and returned on alternate dajs during a 
fortnight. Each time they were taken thej were followed by oppressioo, headache, 
acceleration of poise, diuresis, and pains in tbe limbs." — For these and other cases 
and eiperiments, see Mr Zee's PampMel, pp. 12, 13, etc— For additional similar 
observations on tbe mental effects of tractors, etc., etc., see antecedently, pp. 85, 86, 
et«. Sr Forbes Winslow in bis work on the " Preservation of Health of Body 
and Mind," relates the following instance of the fatal eflects even of a mere word 
or name upon the human organism, — " A weak-minded man, a clergyman, drink- 
ing wine in company, swallowed (sajs Dr Winslow) a bit of sealiag-wax, when 
one of bis companions seeing him alarmed, to increase his terror, jocnlaily called 
out, ' It will ssAi, up your bowels.* From that instant he became melancholy, and 
in a day or two refused all nourishniBnt. On being pressed to give a resaon for this 
refiisal, ha sud he knew thai nothing would go through him. He was, however, in . 
dnced to take a cathartic, which operated freely ; nevertheless, he could not be con- 
vineed, but that bis body was hermetically stakd, and, with the eicepiion of a little 
broth, whieb be was frightened into taking, he refused to swallow anything, and died 
in consequenoe." 

■ Dr Forbes' Review, vol. xxii. p. 568. See the proved delusions in a preceding 
obapter, p. TT, etc 
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In these experiments or " provinga," ' as they are termed, upon 
drugs, the immense number of the symptoms stated to be produced 
in the human body by one drug, is proof itself that the medicament 
was not the cause of these symptoms. For instance, 1090 symp- 
toms are recorded as the effects of some doses of oyster-shell ; 1242 
as the efiects of the ink of the cuttle fish ; 1113 as the effects of 
china (c|uinine ;) 930 distinct symptoms are recorded as pro- 
duced by doses of common charcoal, a substance which is quite 
insoluble and inert in doses of drachms, but which Hahnemann 
alleges he makes medicinal by his triturations. And the speciiic 
effects of the various drugs upon the constitution, are averred 
to last for long periods. Charcoal, colocynth, and alum produce 
symptoms for 40 days ; and Jahr describes, indeed, above 50 drugs, 
the efiects of which continue for a month or longer, the alleged 
efiFects during that time being, as might well be expected, very 
contradictory. Thus opium, belladonna, cannabis, phosphorus, lead, 

> A few months ago, I was informed bj one of tbe most esteemed and dis- 
tingnished of liTiog phjgicians, tba( a patient of his was indnced to consult a 
bomceopathist of "great repnte," regardiDg her child, nho was hopelesslj epileptic. 
The homcBopatbiBt held ant tbe strongeBt promines of relief and cure; and as tbe 
Bother was a novice in homtEopathj, and sceptical regarding its principles, the 
boauBopUhic ph](sician «olanteered to show her "a proTing" that would conviDce 
her of tbe truth of Habnemannism. Ha swallowed a globule from his drug-box, 
went on i«lbmg with tbe ladjr for a few minutes, and then suddeplf fell down nith 
K ibrielt and coorolsiona like a person in epilepsj—thos temporarilj convincing the 
deluded mother that bomteopiith; possessed drugs actually capable of prodadng 
symptoms like the symptoms of epilepsy. The bomceopalhiat continued in attend- 
ance till he bad drawn from the deladed patient a large sum in fees; when the 
mother, finding no benefit whatever aacme, at last gent again for her old physician 
(my informant). I do beiieTe and hope that few, even among bomcBQpatbigta, wonld 
■toop to so dishonourable a trick as this ; for I believe that many among those 
who practisB homoeopathy have (aometimes with good natural talents) such a super- 
credulons, wondering, transcendental, sea-serpentish oast of mind as actually and 
honestly to hate f^th in <t; they are by nature mentally constituted so as epeciallj 
and almost irresistibly to credit and patronise everything particularly extreme, 
tnjsdc and marvellous ; they are spurious byper-philosophere who constantly talk 
— and write too — of tbe necesaity of following tbe Baconian method of investiga- 
tion, while they as constantly and systematically (and it m&; be unwittiogly) set 
it and its principles utterly at defiance. As certainly, however, there are other phy- 
sicians who have adopted, or affected to adopt, the tenets and practice of Hahne- 
mann, not so mach from conviction, as because they lamentably failed in success when 
pursuing the more difficult and honourable, but far slower, path of legitimate medi- 
oine, and who have no scruples in using bomceopathy, in any way, simply as a mrans 
of income and money — " Ran, recte ti poisis, tin nan u&o modo — rem." — See Dr 
Booier'i Rimarki cited previonsly, p. 33. 
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etc., and various other homceopathic drugs, have entered under the 
proved effects of each the power of producing diarrh<xa and the 
power of producing the opposite state of constipation. Vegetable 
charcoal, animal oil, berberis, cantharis, etc., produce both drowsiness 
and sleeplessness. Bellailonna, Pulsatilla, nux vomica, etc. etc., pro- 
dace both want of appetite and hunger, or excess of appetite ; and 
so on with various other symptoms and various other remedies. 
Under the very same remedy the homceopathists thus enter some- 
times long and contradictory series of symptoms. Thus, for ex- 
ample, according to Jahr, doses of oyster-shell (calcarea carbonica) 
cause both " quotidian fever towards two o'clock in the afternoon," 
and " tertian fever in the evening ;" doses of this same drug cause 
both dulness in the sense of smell, and exceeding sensibility in the 
sense of smell; both " dry coryza" and "fluid coryza;" both pal&- 
ness and redness of the face; both hoUowness and puffiness of it; 
both dryness of the mouth and salivation ; both hunger and distaste 
for food; both sensations of burning and sensations of cold in the 
abdomen, etc. etc. etc' This superabundance of symptoms, and 
even of the most opposite symptoms, under almost every " proved" 
medicine, has one result, — viz., that when any one drug produces 
(as they allege many can do), 200, 500, or 1000 symptoms,* it is 
easy (by a piece of self-deceiving casuistry on the part of those who 
fevour homoeopathy) to allege that they can find the counterpart 
symptoms or similia of almost every disease, in any remedy which 
is known, by the experience of ordinary physicians, to be useful in 
the treatment of that disease. For instance, if oy&ler-shell wore a 
cure for 40 or 50 diseases, could they not easily find the principal 
counterpart symptoms or similia of these 40 or 50 diseases among 
the alleged 1000 effects or symptoms which the " provings" of these 
drugs are asserted by them to have produced? 

I doubt if all the known symptoms of all diseases, aa laid down in 
our works of Symptomatology, amount to above a thousand in all ; 

■ See Jahr'a " Manual of Homceopathic Medicines" (lAjndon, 1847), ander these 
different heads. 

' Somelime ago, I read oFa crednlonB phjucian convincing himself of the trnth of 
honuEopath; bj himself taking doses of somei bonceopatiuo drugs, and finding, to 
hia great " snrprise," that several of the symptoms which he felt were among those 
already marked in ^e homoeopathic books under the two or three drugs he used. 
Would it not have been itifinite!y more a matter of " surprise" if, among the maoj 
hundred sjmptomg entered under each of the drugs this simple gentleman experi- 
mented on, he had not found the symptoms which he fancied to be pr£)dnced in himself? 
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and the so-called " proved" effects of many of the drugs used by 
the homoeopathists, particularly of their so-called polychrest drugs, 
as chalk, silex, charcoal, aconite, pulsatjlla, sulphur, etc. etc., could 
easily be so arranged as to mimic more or less completely most 
diseases of the human frame. In all this, however, homceopathic 
practitioners pursue a system of simihtudea far more imaginary than 
real ; and one calculated, by a spurious mode of reasoning only, to 
satisfy themselves of the existence of the fancied similitude of the 
effects of the drug used, to the disease against which it is used.' 

Hahnemann and his disciples maintain, as a general principle and 
tenet, that we should and must derive our knowledge of the special 
medicinal symptoms, or " artificial diseasea" produced by each par- 
ticular drug, from experiments with it on the healthy human body. 

' HomccopaAy Applied to Rrtarinary Practice.— Soaie enthusiaatic disciptes of 
Hahnenaiui hare affected to applj honioeapBthy to Teterioarj practice, and have 
published caseg of alleged cnres. As in the human eabject, these so-called cures are 
most evidently, howerer, only natural recoreries, — the diseases, when ending lavoor- 
ablf, going through their normal coarse towarda health, tatalljr nninflnenced and 
DDaiTected by the infinitesimal doses of drugs exhibited to the animals. (See Dr 
Boath'a Pamphlet, p. 31, etc.) And the patrons of the Teterinary homoeopathy 
ha»e nnwittiogly fallen into a strange and oierwhelming mistake in applying- to our 
domestic animals the principles and provings of Hahnemann relative to the hamail 
body and human diseases. For they exhibit, or afifect to exhibit, to tbe sick horse, 
cow, dog, etc, drugs, the medicinal eifects or symptoms of which have been ascer- 
tained or "prooed" upon [he healthy human stibject. Many medicines, however, 
produce very diverse effects upon man from what they produce upon the lower 
animals, and different effects even upon different species of these lower animals. A 
small dog will take with impunity as much aloes as wonld kill a strong man ; 
while a man can safely take as much calomel aa wonld poison several dogs. In 
one of his earlier eseajs, Hahnemann, himself, points out this well-known fact 
of medicines not acdog alike on man and beasts. " Some (he observes) will 
say, the administration of drugs to animals by the mouth will furnish some cer- 
tain results respecting their medicinal acUon. By no means I How greatly ds 
their bodies differ From ours I A pig can swallow a large quantity of nux vomica 
without injnry, and yet men have been killed with fifteen groins. A dog bore an 
ounce of the Tresh leaves, flowers, and seeds of monkshood ; what man would not 
have died of such a dose ? Horses eat it, when dried, withont injury. Yew leaves, 
though so fatal to man, fatten some of. our domestic animals. And how can we 
draw conclusions relative to the action of medicines on man, from their effects on 
the lower animals, when even among the latter they often vary so much f The 
stomach of a wolf poisoned with monkshood was found inflamed, but not that of a 
large and a small cat, poisoned by the same subslanoe. What can we infer from 
this? Certainly not much, if I may not say — hothimo." — Lteier Writirige, p. 299. 

As if in anticipation of tbia veterinary application of homceopathy, there is in the 
"Lawreie Appollinares," 1609, the foUowicg qnestion put and discussed:— "Whether 
attimais and /ook can be cured by same remedies?" — Wad^t MemorahSia, p. HI. 
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We have already had occasion to notice, that the medicinal effects 
of various important medicines, as iodine, kousso, male-shield-fem, 
etc., were not, and could not, be ascertained by experiments upon 
healthy individuals, but only by experiments npon the sick. The 
general therapeutic effects, however, of some drugs certainly could 
be, and have been, ascertained from their employment by healthy 
persons, as emetics, diuretics, purgatives, etc. But in order that 
such " provings " and experiments on the healthy, as the homcco- 
pathists speak of, could be of any practical value in the homoeo- 
pathic mode of treatment, it would be necessary also to ascertain, 
what Hahnemann and his followers have forgotten to ascertain, tliat 
the same drug produces the same symptoms, not only in all different 
individuals to whom it is exhibited in practice, but also in the same 
individual, equally in the state of health and in different states of 
diseases. Often we see the same drag, or even the same article 
of diet, produce opposite effects in health and in illness. Tlie kind 
of food which was safe and grateful to the patient when well, 
will frequently, if forced upon the same patient when sick, pro- 
duce nothing but loathing and nausea, or perhaps indigestion and 
fever. Opium, which in the state of health, usually produces 
sleep, will in some diseased states, as delirium tremens, fail, as 
a general law, to act so in its ordinary doses. Digitalis, squills, 
spirit of nitrons ether, and other drugs which freely act as diuretics 
in the state of health, will fail entirely to do so in some states of 
disease and dropsy. Senna, jalap, sulphate of magnesia, and medi- 
cines which act a& purgatives npon man in health, often &il to have 
any such effects when colic and ileus are present ; and, on the other 
hand, would have, in all probability, too great and dangerous a 
purgative effect in phthisis and some other forms of disease. 
According to the homteopathic creed, "remedies (observes Dr 
Bushnan) can only cure those symptoms which are similar to their 
effects on the healthy body. They cure them by substituting 
artificial symptoms for the morbid symptoms. Such is the homceo- 
pathic doctrine. Again, cases of disease are to be regarded as in- 
dividualities, that is to say, made np of the particular symptoms 
which exist at the time of observation. Now, as medicines can 
only cure such symptoms as are similar to their physiological effects, 
it follows that the effects of the medicine on the individual must be 
similar to the symptoms of his disease, otherwise no cure can 
ensue. But medicines produce different effects on different indi- 



DMz.d.yG00glc 



DOCTRINE OF POTENTIZING DRUGS. 263 

vidoals. Hence, id order to be certain that the medicine we 
employ is a proper remedy, we must be certain that it will produce 
sack and such effects — similar to those of the disease — in a given 
case of malady, and on a given individual. This can only be 
ascertained by trjung the medicinal substance on the individual him- 
self; and hence it follows, that to practise honiceopatby in a logical 
manner, every one should undergo tu>o courses of medicine — the 
first to ascertain what effects the medicine will produce on the 
individual in a state of health ; the second, in applying these experi- 
ments at the sick bed side to cure Mm." — P. 153. 

But, supposing the drug or drugs used to have been proved in 
their ordinary doses upon different individuals in states of perfect 
health, another most grave question arises In connection with in- 
finitesimal doses, — namely, how is it possible to conceive that these 
same drugs should_ continue to possess each their own special medi- 
cinal qualities and effects when exhibited to patients in doses of a 
billionth, quintillionth, decillionth, etc., of a grain f Hahnemann's 
favourite dose of all homceopatbic drugs was, as we have always 
seen (p. 50), the 30th dilution, or the decillionth of a grain, — that 
is, a single drop, or fraction of a drop, out of an enormous ocean, 
consisting of a grain of the drug used, commixed in 14,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 cubic miles of alco- 
hol. Suppose the drag mixed in this ocean to be one grain of 
quinine, or chamomile, or chalk, or opium, or flint, — how, it was 
asked by many, is it possible to imagine that the single grain of 
quinine, or of chamomile, or of opium, or of Hint, could impart the 
special medicinal properties of quinine, or chamomile, or opium, or 
flint, to every drop of this almost inconceivable ocean of fluid? To 
get over this plain and simple difficulty Hahnemann found it neces- 
sary to invent some explanation. With this view he invented the 
theory already described (p. 42, 45), of the dynamization or po- 
TENTiziNG of drugs during their preparation. In other words, he 
maintained, that in making or preparing the bomceopathic drugs in 
the mode already detailed (p. 40), in consequence of the repeated 
Buccussions and triturations to which the drugs were subjected, " a 
great, hitherto unknown, undreamt of change," occuiTed in them, 
by which the medicinal powers of the drugs were more and more 
developed, in proportion as tbey were more and more diluted, shaken, 
and mbbed : — " Whereby they all (he observes) become penetrat- 
ingly efScacious and serviceable, even those that, in the crude 
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state,' gave no evidence of the slightest medicinal power on the human 
body.'" This imaginaiy development of the medicinal powers of 
dmgs by succnsaion and trittiration, Hahnemann himself held " to 
be one of the greatest discoveries of the age;" and by these mecha- 
nical means alone he fencied that the medicinal action of a grain of 
a drug may be most strangely increased in power, or (to cite his 
own words) "potentized almost to infinity."* Drugs, thongh di- 
luted in inconceivable oceans of fluid, could impart to each drop of 
these oceans a " terrific potency," provided they were duly succussed 
and triturated at each attenuation. Hence Hahnemann solemnly 
warned his disciples against succussing or shaking tbcir medicinal 
infinitesimal solutions of drugs too much,* lest thus they potentized 
or dynamized tbem too strongly for the safety of the patient. And 
it was under the fear of adding too much to the strength and action 
of his drugs that, latterly, he advised the diluting bottle to be shaken 
twice' only at each dilution, instead of receiving ten shakes as he at 
first recommended. 

' As fiint, charcoal, gold, etc. 

' See Organon, p. 315, and Journal of Homceopatby, vol, vll p. 444, 

t Jonrnal of Hocnceopalhy, vol. tiL p. 444. 

* See obserratioDe on this matter in a preceding pag«, p. 43, and foot-note. 

' In liis OrganoD, p. 31.6, etc., Hahnemann describes in the following temu the 
amonnl of succusslons and tiiturationa which, in the preparations of drags, are tboa ~ 
necessary dul; to dynamize or potenliie them. When the medicine is a vegetable 
jnice, "two drops (he aays) of the fresh Tegeiable juice, mingled -with equal pans of 
alcohol, are dilated nitb 98 drops of alcohol, and potentized by means of two buccdS' 
sions (or shalteB of the contuning bottle), whereby the first development of power is 
formed; aod [his process ia repeated throngh twenty-nine more pluBl«,each of which 
is filled three-quarters full with 99 drops of alcohol, and each Succeeding phial is to 
be provided with one drijp from the pieoeding phial — which has been already shaken 
ttcice — and is in its turn ahalcen ; and in the same manner, at last the 30th develop- 
ment of power (poCentixed decillionth dilntion X), which is the one most generally used. 
Alt other substances adapted for medicinal use, except sulphur — which has of late yeara 
been only employed in the form of a highly diluted (X) tincture— as pure or oxydiied 
and salphuretled melals, and other minerabt, petroleom, phoaphorns, as also parta 
and juicea of plants that cao only he obtained in the dr; state, animal substances, 
nentral salts, etc., — all these are first to be potentiied by trituration for three hours 
np to the millionfold pnlverulent attenuation, and of this one grain ia to be disaolved, 
and brought to the 30lh development of power by meana of twenty-seven attenuating 
phials in the same manner aa tbe vegetable juices."— Orjonon, p. 31 S. It is perhaps 
almost saperfiuona to remark, that wben^as here recommended and practised by 
homceopatbic chemists — one drop only is preserved out of the preceding atteonation 
or phial to medicate tbe next, the 30tb dilution of any drug can be attained by using 
only thirty phials of fluid ; wbilat, on the contrary, increasing as the attenuatiotu do, 
a hnndiedfold at each dilation, fonrtean septillion cubic miles of fluid (aee Appendix), 
would be required to reduce a wholk lingU //rain to the 30th dilation. 
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All the more rational of the disciples of Hahnemann have latterly 
sturendered, either silently or publicly, the romantic doctrine of the 
dynamization of medicines by mere mechanical triturations and 
shakings, as too absurd to be maintained. Thus of the homoeopathic 
physicians who have written on the subject — "Fielitz, Schmid, 
Schneider, Lietzau, Strecker, and others, hold the dynamization 
theory to be false and hurtful, and consider the homoeopathic pre- 
parations to be diminntions of the dose merely."' " Eau refers the 
whole secret of dynamization to the well-known fact, that substances 
become more active by fine subdivision."' Schron says, that to "po- 
tentize," as suggested by the dynamization theory, means to increase 
the strength of the substance, to " dilute," as is practised in this so- 
called dynamization, signifies,on the contrary, to diminish its strength, 
and that virtually "the two notions are irreconcileabte," — while 
" many fecta speak against — none /or the notion — that the matter 
(of drugs) undergoes a change of quality by trituration or succus- 
sion." ' Bummel was at first an adherent of the dynamization 
theory, but afterwards saw reason to reject it, correctly " alleging 
that nothing similar (to potentizing drags) occurred in nature from 
rubbing and shaking." * Ilartman rejects also Hahnemann's theory 
of the dynamization of drugs by any rubbing or shaking, and " con 
aiders the medicines to be merely diluted," not potentized ; * while 
Veith maintains, that to a-ssert that by our processes of triturations 
and shakings, " the power of the medicine is transferred to an in- 
different substance (as alcohol, or milk-sugar) is to revive the old 
Persian mystic philosophy of Zoroaster." * " There is (observes an 
English homoiopathist, Dr Black) no evidence of any creation of new 
forces in the processes of trituration and dilution." ' " The theory 
(of dynamization)" remark the editors of the * Journal of Homceo- 
pathy,' "as stated by Hahnemann, we admit to be untenable;" 
" but this theory (they add) is by no means essential to homoeopathy, 
and is rejected by the great majority of his disciples." * 

Further, in support of the universality of the law, " ttmilta aimili- 
bus," homceopathists appeal as a proof of it, to the results of medical 

1 See Sketch of (be Progressive Derelopment of the Homteopathio Sjatem, in 
" Brilisb Journal of Homoiapath; " for 1849, p. 443. 

' Ibid p. 447. * Ibid. p. 449, ' Ibid, p, 449. • Ibid, p, 44S, 

■ Ibid. p. 450, 

' BritUh Journal of Humrenpathy, toI. vii. p, 243, 

■ " Journal of Homre.jpalhj " for July 1802, p, 475-6. 
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private and hospital practice, as observed when medicines are em- 
ployed on the homoeopathic principle. But in answer to any belief 
in the truth of these results of so-called medical " experience" there 
is in limine one apparently insurmountable objection derivable from 
their own facts. Some homceopathists, as Scbmid and others, use 
the bomceopathic drugs in what is termed tlieir 1st, 2d, or 3d dilu- 
tions ; others, in their 10th, 20th, or, as Hahnemann, in their 30th 
dilutions, and, as we have already seen, even higher. But different 
homceopathista further aver, that in the same disease they get the 
same results, whether the drug is used in its 1st or 3d, or in its 
20th or 30th dilutions.' And we truly believe they all do " obtain" 
the same results exactly, whether iu the same disease they use very 
different infinitesimal doses of the tame drug, or infiiiitesimal doses 
of the most opposite and different drugs — becatise, after all, most un- 

' For, " if the remedy giren be hom«eopatbica.llj selected, it tot'' cure in wbaterer 
dilation it WM administered." — British Journal of SomieopatJiy, toI, v. p. 632. In 
regard to tbe atlennation, dilation, doae, or potency of any faomoBopathic drag, 
to be admiDistered in the treatment of disease, great diKrepancy prerails among 
bomreopBithic practitioners. " There is no homrxopathic question (observes the 
editors of the ' Britiab Journal of HomoEopBthy,' in which there BiUta greater dis- 
crepancy of opinion among the disciples of Hahnemann. In &ct, we may almost 
gay, there are as many opinioni as there are practitioners, and each is prepared to 
prove the superiority of his own by an imposing array of casefl."— ft. p. 257, " To 
some, this Tadety of opinion and practice appears to be indicative of the nntenable- 
ness of Hahnemann's dogma; bnt to as it merely shows, that as long as practitioners 
remain faithliil to the homieopathic principle, they nil! meet with a large amount of 
success in practice noder almost every variety of dose." — 7ft. p. 258. " The reason 
and prejudices of one bomicopathiat (it is stated in the same Journal), lead him to 
affect the low dilutions, nhile some plausible bypotbesia, or the example of the 
master, induce another to attach himself t^ the higher dilutions, and each of these 
employa, on most occasions, his favourite doses, and sees, in the recovery of his 
patients under them, the direct influence of Ua remedies ; while, if he ever make nae 
of other dilutions, he is always ready to explain away, in bis own mind, tbe recoveries 
effected during their use, and to ascribe them to some other cause than tbe remedy 
administered." — lb. p. 161, " We are confident (observe the same writers), that all 
who have employed indifferently tbe medicines in all dilations, would be greatly at 
a loss to detennine which dilations are tbe most efGcaoions, or to decide which 
they could liest dispense with in soma classes of disorders. We. speak just now of 
tbe scale of dilutions varying from 1 to 30." — lb, p. 161. Por other homceopaihic 
opinions to tbe same efiect, see anteriorly, p. 58, Dr Hempel's " Homceopathic Phar- 
macopoeia," pp. 39 and 40. In the "Journal of Homceopathy " fbr 1851, Dr Black 
bag a long letter, the " object " of which is (to nae lus own words) " to prove that 
the whole range or dose, from tbe crude medicine or mother tincture, up to the 
highest dilution, is open to, and may be advantageously adopted hy, tbe homcEopathio 
practitioner, and that in doing so, he strictly follows the teaching of H^nemann," — 
Journal, vol. ix. p. 332. 
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doubtedly they " obtain " nothing but the natural course and cure 
of diseases, unaffected by their suppositious and negative doses. 
There is, however, as we have, indeed, already seen, a difference so 
vast and tremendous between the same drug when used in its 1st, 
'M, or 3d dilution, and when used in its 20th or 30th, as to prove, 
even in itself, the justness of this deduction, borne out as that de- 
duction is by all other facts relating to homoeopathy. 

To show this enormous amount of difference in the doses of the 
same drug as employed in the sume diseases by different homceo- 
pathists, let us again remark that most homoeopaths use their drugs 
in the form of globules, and let us take these globules to exemplify 
our remark. The globules used by homoeopaths consist, as we 
have already seen, of two ingredients, viz., sugar (sugar of milk) 
and a medicinal substance. The smallest, first, or lowest, of the 
dilutions used by homoeopath ists, contains 99 grains of sugar to 
1 grain of medicine. This mass, filling about an ordinary-sized 
teaspoon, would yield a very large number of duly medicated 
globules. Supposing the one grain of medicine added, to be sul- 
phur, these globules of sulphur would, according to the doctrines 
of Hahnemann, infalhbly cure many chronic, cutaneous, and other 
aihnents. But the same dose of sulphur would cure infallibly and 
certainly the same lulments, according to the experience of the same 
and of other homoeopathists, if attenuated to the 10th or to the 30th 
degree. To make, however, the 10th dilution or attenuation of the 
one grain of sulphur, a quantity of sugar in proportion greater than 
the bulk of Ben-Nevis would be requisite; to make only the 16th 
attenuation, a quantity of sugar greater than the whole volume of 
the Earth itself would be necessary ; while to form Hahnemann's 
principal and favourite attenuation or dilution (the 30th), of the 
single grain of sulphur, millions of millions of millions of globes of 
sugar, each as large as the Earth, would be requisite. In other 
words, globules taken from a mass composed of a grain of sulphur, 
duly triturated and mixed through a mass of sugar equal to quin- 
tiliions of times the size of the Earth, — or equal to a mass fifty 
globes the size of the earth, — or equal to a mass the size of Ben- 
Nevis, have the same kind of therapeutical effect and healing pro- 
perty, as globules taken from a mass of a grain of sulphur duly 
triturated, and mixed with only one teaspoonfiil of sugar. 

When such contradictory results are gravely and solemnly alleged, 
1 reason give any cretlit to the results at all? 
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These contradictions, like every other circumstance connected with 
honaoBopathy, go merely to afford new evidence of the truth that the 
very different doses and the very different drugs used in the treatment 
of the very same diseases by different homceopathiats, lead always to 
precisely the same ultimate results, merely because their infinitesimal 
doses are so infinitesimal and impotent as not to affect any disease 
or any case, either for good or for evil ; but — as far at least as medi- 
cines are concerned — they simply leave all diseases and all cases to 
their own natural courses and progress. 

Or, to pursae our last theme further, let us take another illustra- 
tion from a homteopathic tincture or solution, as that is a form which 
many homoeopathists prefer to the form of globules. For this 
homoaopathic solution let us further select a substance with the pre- 
parations, effects, and powers of which, most of mankind and 
womankind are famihar, such as coffee. 

This material, " cafea cruda, (raw coffee)" is, according to Jahr, 
most frequently resorted to as a medicine by homoeopathists in the 
following cases: — in "excessive nervous excitability; excesdvely 
painful neuralgia ; evil consequences of a chill ; convulsions ; symp- 
toms preceding small-pox, measles, and scarlatina ; purple miliary 
eruption ; sleeplessness from nervous excitement ; intermittent 
fever ; evil consequences of unexpected or excessive joy ; hardness 
of hearing ; excessively painful odontalgia and angina ; pains of 
childbirth and over violent throes ; puerperal peritonitis ; cries and 
agitation of new-bom infants ; gastric derangements in consequence 
of the smaU-pox." ' Jahr further states, that (he dilutions or poten- 
cies, in which coffee or crude coffee is, as a medicine, usually employed 
by homceopaths, are the 3d, JOth, and 30th ; and that the effects of 
coffee last as long as ten days in some cases of chronic disease. 

To form the first division or potency of coffee, one grain of it 
would require to be duly commixed and dilated with 99 drops of 
fluid, or with a large teaspoonful of fluid. This constitutes the 
mother tincture or dilution of coffee and such drugs as are used by 
Schmid and a few other homoeopathists. To form, however, the 
three attenuations or tinctures of coffee usually employed by ho- 
moeopathists, according to Jahr, the following quantities of fluid 
would be required. To form the third attenuation, one grain of 
crude coffee would require to be commixed with 2080 ounces, or 

' Manual of Homfeopatbic Medicine, vol. i. p. 189. 
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13 gallons of fluid. To form the tenth dilution, one grain of coffee 
would require to be cominixed and diffused through an ocean, with 
a, voiame of 1400 cubic miles of fluid ; or, in other words, with 
a volume of fluid equal to several times the size of Loch- 
Lomond, And again, to form the thirtieth dilution of coffee, one 
grain of it would require to be commixed in a quantity of fluid suf- 
ficient to make billions of spherical masses or seas, each large 
enough to extend from limit to limit of the orbit of Neptune. But 
according to different homceopathists, a drop taken as a dose out 
of a teaspooniul of fluid containing a due solution of a grain of 
coffee, or a drop taken out of the last named ocean of it, containing 
also a grain, is endowed with similar therapeutic effects. The pre- 
paration of coffee would be equally, or nearly equally strong and, 
equally curative, whether the single grain were difiiised through a 
teaspoonfiil of fluid, — or through thirteen gallons of fluid, — or through 
a quantity of fluid far larger than Loch-Lomond, — or through 
a quantity of fluid billions of times larger than the whole planetary 
system. Indeed, some aver that the last solution, namely, the grain 
of coffee dissolved and commixed in an ocean billions of times 
larger than the orbit of Neptune, would be of " terrific potency'" 
(to use their own language), and stronger even than the same grain 
of coffee triturated and commixed with due succussiona (see foot- 
note, p. 264, for their number), only with a teaspoonful of fluid. 
On this principle, one single grain of coffee ought to make a suffi- 
cient dose for many millions of generations, at least for such a small 
portion of mankind as the coffee-drinking population of Great 
Britain ; and the subject is one which we would recommend homceo- 
pathic members of Parliament to bring under the instant and anxious 
attention of the Chaucellor of the Exchequer, and of M. Soyer, 

Homceopathists constantly tell us, that, setting aside all precon- 
ceived opinions^ we ought to give a trial to their system, and we would 
be convinced by the results of experience. The same argument has 
always been used by all the abettors of every exclusive system of treat- 
ment — by hydropathists, hygeists, kinesipaths, etc. etc. Homceo- 
pathic experience, however, has obtained the same results even 

' " ThU result, bo incomprefieoBibte to the man of flgniea, goeB to far that wa 
mnsi set boirnds to the succdbbLoii progress, in order that the degree of attemimtioii 
be not over-balanced bj tbe mcreastd pottnc;/ of the medicine." — Eahnemanii'i 
Lttter Writinga, p. 832. 
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when the principles directing it, or anpposed to direct it, were 
most different — the medicines most different — and the doses most 
diflerent ; because in all cases it obt^ned the results of the mere 
natural progress and coorses of human maladies as unaffected by drugs 
— the infinitesimal doses, whether billionths, or decillionths, or centil- 
lionths, being doubtlessly negative and nothingless.' For certainly 
very opposite principles have directed and guided both Hahnemann 
and homcDopathists at different periods. " Hahnemann (lately observed 
one of his followers, Dr Black') at one time taught that the (infinitesi- 

> The DBtnial course and n&tural core of a dieeaie htu, when the pAiient Mok 
liomcHipUhic dnigB, or no medicine at tXi, been eometiiaeB dishoneBtl; Taanted as a ' 
wondrous medicinal effect, particnliirly if there bad been previoutily any doabt about 
the Ime character and spoDCaneouH curability of the affection. It waa thus, for 
example, in the famous case of Field- Marshall Badetxli;, — the pretended homceo- 
pathio cnre of wham, was received eeverai years t^o, with " songs of trinaiph in 
the drawing-rooms, as well as in the literary and political JDamalH" of Austria, 
by the homteopalhista of that country. Itadetsky had so attack of rbeumalic 
pcriorbltis, ending in euppuratioQ of the orbital cellular tissue. The accumu- 
lation of pua in the orbit poshed forward the ball of tbe eye ; and it waa found 
difficult or impossible (as has often happened in snch initancea), to determine aocn- 
rately in diagnosis, whether the protrusion of tbe eye was the resnlt of coroinomaEous 
disease behind it, or merely of an accumulation of pus behind it. When Professor 
Jaeger saw the case he was in doubt upon this point, but loaned to the opinion of 
Professor Fiarer, that it was carcinomatous. At last, tbe true character of tbe 
disease was fully decided by the retuned pus escaping, and by the eye in consequence 
speedily receding back to its natural position. Radelslcy's body physician, Dr 
HartaDg, was, howeier, a homieopathist, and treated tbe case homieopatbically with 
ten or tweWe difTerent homceopathic drugs. This physician, who had an opportunity 
when the matter escaped, of seeing at once that it was aa orbital abscess, and not 
carcinoma, offioiallybnt dishonestly continned to speak of the case as one of carcinoma, 
and declared the reduction of the EO-called carciiiomatous eye to be the result of his 
drugs. He took means to prerent Professor Fiarer of Favia having a sight of the 
eye after Uie abaoese had bursty —apparently least tbe falsity of bis misrepresenta- 
tions dioold have been at once detected ; — and, lastly, be sent to tbe piinoip^ Ger- 
man Hom<xopathic Journal,— tbe " Hygiea of Carlsruh," a drawing and description 
of this alleged great homceopathic cure of incnrahle carcinoma of the eye. But the 
honneopatbio editor of that journal, Dr Griesselich, saw the dishonest character of 
the case, and refused its insertion. "I received it" (the alleged, but nntrae 
drawing of the diseased eje), wrote Griesselich to Professor Jaeger, " along with a 
piece of bombast, inviting me to insert it in my journal ; but I cannot afford room 
for things so caotrary to sound pathology." The cure in this, as in many «milar 
instances of orbital proce8<i, waa effected by natnre leading on to the spontaneous 
eTttcnatJon of the retained pus ; and to report it, as Dr Harting then and afterwards 
anxiously att«aipted to do, as a cure of inonrable carcinoma by bis infinitesimal 
doses, was an act strangelj and painfiilly reflecting npon the honesty of homceopathy. 
(See a fbll and interesting acconnt of this case, by Professor Jaeger of Vienna, in 
the Hfonth^ Journal of Medical Science for Febmarj 1853.) 

'British Journal of Homceopalh; for 1851, p. 335. 
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mal) dose should never be repeated ; but on readmg the suggestions of 
-ffigidi, he recommended the repetition of the dose. He afterwards 
limited the extreme dilution to 30 as the "best ;' but as far as oral 
tradition goes, it woidd seem in his later days that he went beyond 
it. He wrote an essay on coffee, to which he attributed almost all 
the ills that flesh is heir to ; twenty-three years after this, he wrote 
his ' Chronic Diseases,' and these ills are most ingeniously and 
with great research attributed to psora,' syphiUs, and sycosis. He 
taught that chronic diseases ought to be treated solely by the 
homceopathic remedies appropriate to the miasm which caused 
them, and that they were to be administered internally ; yet in his 
late years he sanctioned the extirpation of schirrous tumours." We 
have tdready seen (p. 115) that in later life Hahnemann averred, 
in his usual tone of dogmatic infallibihty, that " the treatment of 
chronic diseases was invariably unsuccessful" before his discovery 
that itch was tho cause of seven-eighths of these diseases; yet he 
himself asserted as positively, ten or twenty years before that sup- 
posed discovery, that he himself " had cured the most severe chronic 
diseases." If the first of these assertions be true, the other, of 
course, is not true ; or the reverse. Indeed, in the first six volumes 



' For adopting tbe SOth dilutioD as " the best dose" in »ll cases, HahDemann urges 
u a reiMoa the necessitj of having sametbing at least fixed in homoEopBth;, where 
nothing truly ia fixed { for if the 30th dilation were used bj all, " then," says he, 
" our enemies will not be able to reproach ns with haviDg hotbuo rixBD — no 
normal standard." — Ltiter Writings, p. 859. 

• At a discussion on Psoia or Itch at the Hahnemann Medical Society in December 
1850,I)r Dudgeon, the learned translator of Hahnemann's Organon and Lesser Writ- 
ings, stated as his belief that Hebra had proied the itch-insect or ocanis was "tlie 
aJt propagator of itch, that if it was removed the disease ceased, and that the insect 
was geaecallj confined to the hands, wrists, fore-arms, and ankles." " The ernption 
(be stated) which appeared in other parts of the body was caused by the scratch- 
ing of the patient ; and if the insect were removed by any method firom the parts in 
qnesCion, the disease ceased." Dr Dudgeon sutHtcquentlyremarkedtothe Society that 
he " believed ttiat Hahnemann did not admit hereditary diseases, but had stated that 
Huch persons as had chronic diseases, hcst at one time of their lives have Inen in. 
fected nith^wutne itck." (British Journal of Homteopalkg (or 1651, pp. 347 and 388.) 
In previoas page« (pp. 24 and lis) we have already seen tbat Hahnemann had 
"proved" (as some of his followers term it) tbat this "thousand-headed monster of 
disease," Itch, was the real lurking cause and origin of about seven-etghtlis of all 
the chronic affections and maladies to which mankind are liable. See lists of tbe 
"innomerableforma" of diseases produced by it at pp. 24 and 25. Hence, according 
to the view of itch quoted above, all human beings who snETer ander any variety of 
these "innumerable forms" of chronic disease "miul at one tiute of their lives have 
been infected with genuine itch I " 
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of the " Homoeopathic Archives," as pointed out by Kopp,' all 
chroDic diseases are described and declared by Habneniann and by 
hia disciples to be easily and permanently cured by ordinary medi- 
cines ; but in the seventh and following volumes all chronic diseases, 
except those arising from syphilis or sycosis, are strongly and posi- 
tively declu^ by them to be only capable of being either easily or 
permanently cured by antipsoric medicines; for the "infallible" psora 
theory, and origin of chronic diseases was at that date first brought 
into vogue.* And though it is an infallible law, we see different 
homceopaths treating also acute diseases on very opposite principles 
and by very opposite modes of homoHopathic dnigfpng. Thus, for 
example, Hahnemann held aconite to be of use principally or only 
in pure inflammatory fever, pneumonia, and one or two other dis- 
orders (see foot>-note, p. 208) ; but many homoeopathic ladies and 
physicians use it indiscriminately in acute and even chronic diseases 
of all kinds, and so commit, according to Mr Everest, "moa( 
exteneive mischief" with this drug. Yet Dr Hempel, a homoeopathic 
practitioner at New York, seema to use aconite as his " chief if not 
only specific for almost aU the thousand ills that flesh is heir to." For, 
according to Dr Ilempers work (" Domestic Homceopathic Physi- 
cian,") in almost all affections, " from nettle-rash to consumption, 
from toothache to apoplexy, aconite is the principal, the best, the 
infallible remedy."* Whether Hahnemann or Hempel are right, 
we must allow homceopathists to decide ; but such is the contradic- 
tory nature and result of homceopathic experience, and of the prac- 
tical working of the alleged " infallible" law. There is the same 

' See his Denllwiirdigkeiten in der Aratlicben Praiis, Bd. ii. 

t la Ilia " CliToiiic DiseBses," toI. L p. 11, HabUGmann Btatea it as his opinion 

that all diseases cared by anti-psarica are thai proved bg the effecU of Creotmsnt 
to arise from psora or itefa. Tlien, if this logio be true, djrsenter/, according to 
Eopp (p. 422) most ansa trom a^philia, because it U cured hj many with oiercaria] 
preparaiions — and mercurj being the Hahaemannic spedfic far all syphilitic dlseaaee 
— as antipsoiics are foT psoric diseases. And yet it would be hard to suppose that 
erery patient, male or female, lioj or girl, who had a dysenteric attack was labouring 
andei sypbililic disease. Hahnenunn himself sometiiDeB when taking upon him hia 
chaiacleriaCic asseverations of " infallibility," forgets that his own statements are not 
in accordance with his own principles. HahDemaiin lays it down, that eoicidal 
melancholy is truly psoric, and is only to be cured by antipsoric remedies; jet we 
hare seen him in a previoni quotation (p. 64) declaring that Che mere smelling of 
a quintillionth of a remedy which is not antipsoric — namely, gold — will instantly 

cure a patient labouring under this psoric diaeaae See Kopp'a Work, vol. ii. p. 378. 

• Review of Dr Hempel's work, in Journal of Homteopathy, vol. Ix. p. 306. 
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constant discrepancy traceable as to homceopatliic experience in the 
treatment of individual diseases. Thus Dr Hausniann maintains 
that arsenic is the true specific for typhus abdominalis;' while 
Dr Wurmb, another homceopathist, maintains that arsenic is of 
no use whatever in that disease. According to Bonninghausen 
(see p. 249), thuja is a "certain specific" for small-pox. Accord- 
ing to Trinks, etc., it is not of the slightest use in small-pox ; and 
so on with regard to the remedies proposed in measles, dysentery, 
and in feet every other acute disease. Many different homoeo- 
pathic specifics, for instance, have, in accordance with the "infelli- 
ble" law of homceopathy, been recommended in croup, a disease 
which, in its most common and spasraodic form, is usually speedily 
enough removed without the necessity of any direct drugging 
at all. Dr ViettinghofF, a homoeopathist, enumerates a long list of 
upwards of thirty homoeopathic remedies* recommended by different 
homoeopathic physicians in Croup. But Dr Viettinghoff adds, that, 
in despite of all these thirty and odd remedies, homceopathy still 
stands, in his opinion, in want of a secure treatment of croup ; and 
some homceopathists maintain, it would appear, " that the homeo- 
pathic principle is not applicable to true membranous croup at all."* 
Dr Fleischmann holds that a pneumonia which is not curable by 
phosphorus alone, is as yet incurable by homoeopathy; other homceo- 
pathists, however, declare they can cure pneumonia by other homoeo- 
pathic remedies; and instead, too, of only ^ving one remedy at 
one time, they can cure it by alternating five or six times a-day 
different homceopathic remedies, and thus making a commixture of 
them. Fortunately, as we have seen in a preceding chapter (p, 105), 
the infinitesimal doses of phosphorus, and the infinitesimal doses of 
other commixed homoeopathic remedies, allow the disease to pur- 
sue quite uninterruptedly its usual natural course towards re- 
covery; this and other acute inflammations' having spontaneously, 

' Oeater : Zoitachrift filr Horaccopttthie, vol. ii. p, 1 18, 

' See Ibem all enamcraled in ".lournal of Homceopathj," vol. i^. p. I(i2. 

' The HahneniBnn Materia Medica, p. 44. 

< In a preceding' chapter (p. los) this fattliBS been satBcJentt; illustrated with re^^ard 
to Pnenmonia. Bat it is true of other acute inflaiDinatLonB. " Fericatditis (obaeives 
Dr Jackson) is called a very fafal disease ; Peritonitis the same; Pleoriiis often ihe 
game ; Gastritia tbe swae ; Erysipelas the same ; and yet, in truth, Mr Louia, during 
«i|;ht or ten years, paased entitel; in hospitaU, making daily autopt^ics, has never, or 
almost never, seen nnj one of these by itself fatal in a autjecl previouslj healilij ; 
when (adds Dr Jackson) I hare heard him, from lime to time, annonnce these Iswh 
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thb fortunate tendency. Homoeopathic experience, then, is not ceiv 
tainlj sach as to tempt any man who actually studies the subject to 
test the system for himself by trials. Besides, seeing as we have in 
some of the last paragraphs, that the diiFerent schools of horn ceopathists 
— those that use the high, and those that use the low dilutions, and 
who consequently employ means that ore certainly not identical, 
yet get the same identical result — ordinary physicians ^ might 

I have doubted ; bnC on Teference to my note-book and mj memoiy of indiTidnal 
cases, I have found that m; experience ooinctded with hia." — Memoin efVr Jama 
Jackion, Boston, 1845, p. 168. For esamples of the occMioiud sponuuteoos cure of 
the form of Intestiua] mflammation constituting acute djBcnterj, see Dr CnmmiDg's 
inlereating " Notes of a Wanderer," p. 278 ; Dr Smith in " Edinbnrgh Medical and 
Surgical Juurnal," toL Iri., p. 160 ; &c. 

' I bBve been priratelj infarmed b; different practitioners of tiieir b^ng induced, 
by different circumatanceB, to try fairly and unprejndiciallj, in safe and appropiiato 
cues, the effects of homceopathj, and of their experiments always ending in seeing 
no reealts whatever,— good, bad, or indifferent — the diseases eiperimeDted on always 
pursuing theic own natural coniseii, without being in any way inflnenced by the in- 
finitesimal homoeopathic doses. In the "British Joomal of Homceopathy" for 
January 1SG2, p. 159, there is given a quotation from a pamphlet of Dr Stewart's, 
aocnsing me of practising homceopathj in one instance ; and I notice it, not for that 
reason, bat Co give it as a specimen of the noscrupalous aseertions published regard- 
ing homowpatbic onrea and homeopathic practice. The qnoiation is as follows ^— 
*' Towards tbe close of last winter's session, when Dr Ameth, of Vienna, was in 
Edinburgh, he was in tbe babit of atCendiog Dr Simpson's lectures. On one occa- 
sion, in Dr Ameth's presence, I recollect that Dr Simpson told hia class of a case of 
vomiting during pregnancy then under hie care^ He had launched forth in sacces- 
sion all bis allopathic appliances — opium, naphtha, prussio acid, etc. (I forget if 
chloroform was also used), but without relieving the patient. He had either taken 
Dr Arneth to see it, or had told him about it, and the latter recommended him to 
try either a quarter or half a grain of ipecacuanha, I do not recollect which. Be 
acted apon this suggestion, and with decided good results." The case here referred 
towas one under the care of Dr Myrtle. At the strong recommendaliou of Dr Ameth, 
who was with me at tbe consnltation (and whom I did not know at tbat time to be a 
practitioner of homceopathj), the patient got half a grain of ipecacuanha { but instead 
of prododog "decided good results," as Dr Stewart alleges, it made the patient v«ry 
decidedly worse, and bad to be speedily withdrawn, as Dr Myrtle can testify. But 
mark farther the progress of a bomteopachic case. In' the "British Journal of 
Homceopathy" for Jannary 1852, it is averred simplj, though erroneously, that tbe use 
of the alleged hom<£Opalbic remedy, ipecacuanha, was followed " with dedded good 
retuUii" nothing more. In tbe same Journal, however, for July 1B53, p. 468, the 
same ease is again referred to ; and now it is deliberately and quietly stated, as an 
actual homiEopathia fact, that Ihie was an instance of vomiting in pre^tncj 
" which he (Dr S.) conld not ouue until he gave the patient veiy small doses 
of ipecacoan, whereupon the vomiting ceisEs." I have merely to repeat, in the 
name of Dr Myrtle and myself, that, upon tbe nse of tbe ipecacoan, the vomiting 
was not "cured;" and tbat there were even no "good results" from it; bu^on the 
contrary, tbe reiy reverse and opposite. 
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well excuse themselves from making any trials, additional to those 
the homceopathists have themselves made and published, and the 
decided evidence of which against, instead of in favour of, horaoeo- 
pathj, we have already fiilly considered In Chapter XII. Such 
trials, however, might have been made to a greater extent than they 
have been. But we are not, either, so entirely without their evi- 
dence as homoeopathists assert; and conducted, too, under the eye 
of some of the best me(UcaI observers. Dr Marsden, a homoeopathist, 
speaks of Professor Andral of Paris as termed " the Prince of phy- 
sicians, from his talents, observations, and practical studies." All 
gladly acknowledge him to be one of the most conscientious, honest, 
and able of medical observers. Some years ago M. Andral, calmly, 
for a time, put homoeopathy to the criterion of experience in one of 
the Parisian hospitals, when its claims were brought before the 
French Academy of Medicine. *' Homceopathia (says Dr Pereira) 
has been fairly put to the test of experiment by some of the mem- 
bers of the Academie de Medicine^ and the result was a failure. 
Andral tried it on 130 or 140 patients, in the presence of the 
homoeopathists themselves, adopting emrif requisite care and pre- 
caution, yet in not one instance was he successful.'" 

In describing the results of bis experiments to the Academy — 

"M. Andral said, hs waa decidedly opposed to the prqect of allowing the 
boDKBopaths a diBpensarj : bnmaDitj eboald not be trifled with by the ezperi- 
menls of these people. He had given theii Bjatem a fair trial ; be had treated 
above 130 or 140 patients honueopathically, m preience of Hit ffaAntouomiant 
di^Tnseliia, W. Onibonrt had prepared the medicines ; and tiiay requisite care and 
precaution vers doly observed : yet in not one instance was he BuccBsafal. He had 
tried TarioBB eiperiiaeots on his own penoii, and several other profbsaional Irienda 
had followed iut example, in order to ascertain the octnal effects of the homisopathic 
doses ; but the resalts were not as Habnemann and his disdples described them. He 
(M. Andral) had taken quinine In the prescribed globules, bnthad contracted no in- 
termittent fever ; he bad taken aconite, but without being affteted with symptoms of 
pleCbora ; anlphur he took, to try if he should catch the itch, bat he caoghi nothing ; 
neither, npon swallowing certain globnlea of arnica, did he feel pains as if he bad 
suffered contusion: and so with various other substances which he and his friends tool 
in obedience to the HAfaneroanniaa precepts. With respect to the attempt to cure 
disease by this mothod, he said that in every instance ha was obliged to return to 
allopathy, ioasranch as under the booiteopathic treatment the symptoms went on 
from bad to worse."* 

Notices of some other public and hospital experiments on homeo- 
pathy have been published. 

' Materia Medica, vol. i. p. 144. 

*From Speech at the Academie da H^ecine, TepoTt«d in "London Medical 
Gaiette," vol. xv. p. 9S3. 
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"A German honKeopnihiiC (otnerrea MrL«e), practising io Riuti*, wMinTened b; 
th« Qnud Duke Uichael with Tull powers to proTe, if possible, b; a coapaiison of 
fiicts, the adraiitages of homeopathic measures over the ordinary modf s of treatment ; 
and a certain number of patieota \u the wards of a mililar^ hospital were intrusted to 
his care. At the eipiralion of two months, howerer, he waa not permitted Co proceed 
further. For in comparing result^ it waa seen that within this period, ont of 457 
patieats treated b; the ordinary meana, 364, or three- fourths, were cured, and dods 
died; whereaa bj the homccopathic method, tried on I2S patients, one half were 
cured, and five had died."— PomyA&f on HomeeopaOig, p. 9. 

Tlie Russian Government, it is further stated by Dr Lee, tried 
in two hospitals the comparative treatment of a nomber of patients 
with homccopathic globules, and a number of other patients with no 
drugs of any kind ; and the results were found very similar in both 
instances. 

A commission appointed by royal order at Naples to superintend 
the treatment of a number of hospital patients by homoeopathy, re- 
ported as the result of their observations — " Ist. That the homeo- 
pathic treatment produced no effect; and 2d. That it had the 
serious inconvenience, in several of the patients, of preventing the 
employment of remedies by which they might be cured."' 

I have in my possession a letter from an eminent London phy- 
sician, one whom, I believe, the homceopatliists themselves would 
acknowledge to be a most accurate observer and reasoner, and a 
man of the most disinterested candour. He for some time watched 
and studied, in the London Homoeopathic Hospital * itself, the e\i- 
dence to be gained for or against homceopathy, in the results of the 
treatment of the sick under the Hahnemannic doctors attached to 
that institution, and his conclusion, he writes me, is this — " Every 
tiling in it, and out of it, fully confirms the view, that, as to practice, 
homceopathy is truly a nonentity ; it is literally, as your author Hnc 
says (see p. 86), the swallowing o/ names only." And most tmly, 
when patients swallowonly the decillionths,octillionth3,qtiintillionths, 
trillionths, etc., of a grain of drugs, they, like the ignorant self-duped 
patients of the Tartar physicianSj are, in reality, content with swallow- 

■ Edwin Lee on Homceopathy, p. 1 1, where some details of (he Naples experiments 
are given. 

' There are two small homccopathic, and I believe, opposition hospitals in London. 
The worthless character of the medical observations mode in them was lately de- 
nounced in the foiloviog terms by one of tbeir own organs, the " Homu^opathie 
Times ;"~" We have io London two homceopethic boapitalB ; one c ire am scribing its 
nsefulness, Ihe otbet Dullifjing its own labours ; the one crueluDg its statistics, the 
nther rendering its statistics nseleas, Sawing from an adulterated source." Quoted 
ia the Medical Times, for July 3, 1852, p. 24. 
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ing the names of their drugs only, for such pretended doses are 
assuredly nothing more. 

Many a lady Hahnemannic practitioner has, however, I have 
no doubt, her own infallible homoeopathic experience to adduce 
in contradiction to that of these pliysiciana. But let such listen for 
a moment to what homceopathic medical practitioners themselves 
think of this so-called homoeopathic experience. When, some time 
ago, alluding to amateur Hahnemannic doctors, female and male, 
Dr Madden of Brighton, a distinguished homceopathic physician, 
thus spoke of tlieir credulity and their cures: — "Their credulity I 
oh 1 the wonders which they heard of daily, as affected by amateur 
practitioners (of homoeopathy) ; and what were these in the 
vast majority of cases 1 simplt natural recoveries, in which 

THE all-potent GLOBULES TOOK NO SHARE. Such boasting 

(observed Dr Madden) did infinite injury ; it might for a. time con- 
vince the public, but the profGS«-ion saw through the flimsy triumphs, 
and at once concluded that all their cures belonged to the same 
class." ' 

And we have — as I conscientiously believe — the most certain, and 
sure, aud ample reasons for extending Dr Maddeu's observation, in 
its fiillest force and significance (" boasting" and " credulity" in- 
cluded), from the whole sisterhood of homceopathic amateur practi- 
tioners, to their brethren, the homoeopathic medical practitioners. - 
Indeed, taking a similar view of the question, a late amateur homceo- 
pathic writer, denounces as in practice altogether untrustworthy, 
all converted homoeopathic medical practitioners, like Dr Madden. 
" It is (observes Mr Everest), if the trutli must be told, a national 
calamity, and nothing else, when a doctor is converted. Armed 
with his diploma, he plunges in mediaa res, gives pilules, drops, 
aconite water ; mistakes aggravations of the natural disorder, and 
plays almost as many pranks with the little single medicines as he 
did with the compound ones.'" And Mr Everest (the personal 
friend and disciple of Hahnemann) upbraids most modem homceo- 
pathic medical practitioners, as knowing indeed little or nothing of the 
proper practice of homoeopathy, or the principles of Hahnemann, 



' See Speech of Dr Madden, after a diaaer of the British Homceapathio Societj, 
'Jn vino veribu), reported in vol. t. p. 545 of the " British Journal of Honi(Eopath}'," 
— Dr Russell of Edinburgli, in the chuir. 
Sermun, P. 75. 
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and as consequently comuiittiDg "hideous" and " fatal" mtstakesin the 
practical application of the system of Hahnemann, For *'raodem 
homceopathy (observes this Reverend anther) rashes through all the 
Sage's precautions, like a mad hull through a, field of fiowers." — 
(P. 17.) 

At the same time, there remains behind a far more seriuns and 
solemn view of tbb discreditable medical charlatanry. For, in re- 
lation to the question of homoeopathy and infinitesimal doses, as 
actually applied in practice, no oue conversant with disease can 
shut his eyes to the dangers of the system, in the way (£ omis- 
sion, if not of commission, — dangers which were lately stated in 
the following forcible terms by Dr Williams, a gentleman acknow- 
ledged on all hands to be standing in the foremost rank of the 
London physicians of the present day : — " Ton see (says Dr Wil- 
liams) all sorts of quackery, with Iiomceopathy foremost, rampant 
through the laud, deluding, by its unaccountable infatoattons, the 
powerful, the learned, the rich, and, worse than all, the poor, in mul- 
titudes; and not only are riches placed at the command of the in- 
strumeuts of these fallacies, but, what are Hu: more precious, and this 
is far more terrible to contemplate, — the hves of our fellow-creatnres. 
In fiict, there is at this moment thronghout thb country an awfhl 
system of trafficking or gambling with the issues of life and death, 
a perilous tampering with the elements of mortality ; nay, a jeopar- 
dising, not of the body only, bnt even of tlie soul. For who can 
say, where victims are hurried out of the world by a delusion, and 
for want of proper treatment, who can say that some of such might 
not have been saved alive, and given time for repentance as well as 
recovery ? It is altogether an awlnl consideration ; and I quite 
shudder when I look badt at the nnmber of melancholy cases which 
have come to my knowledge, where, at the eleventh hour, the regu- 
lar practitioner has been called in when it was too late; when the 
precious time, in which medicine might have availed, had been 
wasted with homoeopathy ; and we conld only shake our heads, and 
lift np our hands, and exclaim, * Alas I what folly !' and I fear we 
might add, ' What knavery too !' "' 

■ Front " Ueport of tbe Speeches on In-cguUr Practice," at (be last Meeting of the 
I'lvviocial Uedicai Aagoc'talion, p. 19. 
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COMPUTATIONa RBOARDINQ THE ACTUAL AMOUNT OF THE 
INFINITESIMAL DOSES OB DILUTIONS USED IN HOM(EO- 
PATHYj TABLES OF THE DOSES OR DlLITTiONS. 

At various parts in the preceding chapters I have referred to the 
supposed amount that is contained in the infinitesimal doses of the 
drugs used by homoeopathic practitioners. In the present Appendix 
let me take an opportunity of stating the principles upon which 
these computations have heeu made. 

There are four series of "doses," "potencies," "preparations," 
"attenuations," "divisions," "degrees of division," "djTiamizations" 
or " dihitions" (for these terms are used synonymously), in use 
among homoeopathic practitioners : namely, — 1. Tlie Lower ; 2. The 
Middle ; 3. The Higher; and 4. The Highest potencies. Dr Hempel, 
in his late work on the homoeopathic materia medica,' gives the fol- 
lowing definitions of these four potencies or attenuations : — 

1. " The Lower potencies or preparations range from the ori- 
ginal forms of drugs (tinctures, or primitive chemical, vegetable, 
mineral, or metallic substances) up to the 6th attenuation." 

2. « The Middle potencies (range) from the 6tli to the 30th 
attenuation." 

3. " The HiGHEB [Mtencies from the 30th to the 200tli." 

' '■ Nev llomceop«thic Phannacopccia and Fveolog;.' London, 1850, y. it. 
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4. " The Highest potencies from the 2tX)th to any attenuation 
above that number," 

" All these different potencies are used," aaye Dr Hempel, " by 
their respective adherents, and are proclaimed by them as the bett 

and most useful ; or rather, only nseM preparations " (p. 39.) 

Without attempting to ohtain (what seems really unattainable) 
some computatory idea of the extent to which a gr^ or a drop of 
any drug ia attenuated or diluted, in order to form one of these 
"high potencies,"' let us simply content ourselves with tracing the 
' Id the precediog pages we have foand various homiBopaihic phjgicians recom- 
meoding utd emplojing poleacies as high as 100, 200, lOOO, 3000, eto. We baTe 
before seen (p. 56) that In Gcrmaiif (in 1S50) there were a "labqe kuubbb 
of praclitioDera staunch adhereuta to the aiOH potenciea ;" and that thej are used 
also bj homteopathisCs in this conntrj (see pp. 57, 58 ; and foot-note, p. 143). Mr 
Walker, Mr Headland, and the English homcEopathic chemiatB and practitioners, have 
themselTcs duly prepared and keep for ose dieae higher dilations. I have already 
stated (p. 143) that one of the most fashionable and anccesafnl homiEopatbic physicians 
Id London freqnently prescribes his medicinea in their SOOth dilution. The chemist, 
mj informant, has himeelf prepared and keepn in bin ahop a 40,000th dilution or at- 
tenna^on of arsenic. In the " Journal of Homceopalbj" for Jul; 1852, Dr Acwarth 
(an Engiiah homteopathiat), states — " I hare obtained results from the 200th attenua- 
tion of arsenic and digitalia, which I conld not obtain from the 30th or the 3d" 
(p. 438.) These attenuations were prepared b; Mr Headland, the London chemist. 
In tbe " Ham(Eopathic Joomal" for October 1B5S, there is reported a discus- 
aion, at the last Uomceopathic Congress, on the subject of the proper doses or po- 
tencies to be used. In relation to this matter, Dr Beilby of Glasgow, at the discna- 
tion in qaeation, apoke of having used saccewifullj' the SOOth dilution of hemlock ; 
Dr Moore mentioiied having emplojed bentficiallj the 100th dilution of phosphorus ; 
Dr Black, though allowing " that high dilutions did cure and cure well," jet ni^ed 
the emplofmcnt of the lower dilutions, both and as moat easll; made, and in order to 
remove " the prejudicea their allopaihic brethren had agMnat them on account of 
the inliniteumal doaes." Dr Bntberford Riwsell mentioned that, " wilh regard to 
his own experience in this matter, he certainly had seen very remarkable effects 
occasionally from high dilutions." " Homceopaths (Dr Drjsdale observed) certainly 
knew that a 15th, a 30lh, or eren a higher dilution acted very well ; in one or two 
cases, indeed, more remarkably than low dilutions, bat his preference was certainly 
still in iavonr of low dilutions, although, perhaps, a more brilliant and signal success 
might be obtained from the higher." Dr Dudgeon slated (hat "he did not think 
that the advocates of the higher dilntions bad obtained any better enccesa than what 
the advocates of the lower could sho« ; he had a very decided opinion in favour of 
the lower dilutions in most cases, though there were some in which the higher num- 
bers seemed to cure better." The chairman of the meeting, Professor Henderson, 
thought " there wu as yet a total want of evidence of high dilations being more 
potent than the low." " Aa to the great difference of opinion respecting the doses 
for different casea, I think (Dr Henderson added) the one fact is viav omtiviino 
that from 30 downwards we have ample evidence that tbe medicines do produce cnra- 
live effects. The only subject of enyuiry ia what point ia best. Thej alt do produce 
an effect, but the difficulty arisea firom the very fact thai they all do produce an 
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degree to which a grain or a drop of a drug requires to be attenu- 
ated, in order to form only the " lower" or " middle " potencies of 
homoeopathic practitioners ; — that is to say, the attenuations, dilu- 
tions, or potencies, which range from I to 30. 

Several homoeopathic works give the following, as their standard 
table, to show the amount of a grain or drop (these two quantities or 
terms being usually regarded as synonymous) of any drug, which 
exists in the different " middle" and "lower" dilutions of homceo- 
pathy : — 



Table of Quantity of any Drug in different AttetiualAont, or Fotencks, froi 
l«t to the Satk. 



■ the 



First, 


= 


OneHundnMlthofa 


Dropot 


Gram 


Second, 


= 


One Ten-thousandth 


do. 


Third, 


= 


One MiUionth 


do 




Sixth, 


= 


One Billionth 


do 




Ninth, 


= 


One Trillionth, 


do 




Twelfth, 


= 


One Quadrillionth 


do 




Fifteenth, 


= 


One QuintiUionth 


do 




Eighteenth, 


= 


One Sextillionth 


do 




Twentj-first, 


= 


One Septillioath 


do 




Twentj-fourth, 


= 


One Octillionth 


do 




Twenty- seventh. 


= 




do 




Thirtieth, 


= 


One Decillionth 


do 





" The fraction," says Hempel, p. 36, " of the primitive drop in 
each attenuation can easily be ascertained, since all the denominators 
of these fractions increase as the powers of 100- In the first attenua- 
tion, each drop contains the 100th part of the primitive drop ; in 
the second, the 10,000th; in the third, the 1,000,000th part; etc.: 
BO that, in the 30th, each drop will contain the lOO'^'th or 
l,000,000"'th part of the primitive drop;" or in other words, its 
1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000,000th part. Some aathorities, however, as Dr 
Forbes, calculate a deciUionth as still greater, — reckoning it as a unit 
followed by 72 ciphers, instead of a unit followed only by 60 ciphers, 
as I have always (to the advantage of the homoeopathists) calculated 
it in the preceding chapters and in the present appendix. " The 



effect. But the fact that ail dilwions, from 
seems to me esiabllahed b; the exjicriencc of 
fur Oulober 1852, p. 69-i. 
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bQliontfa attenuation" (says Dr Hempel of America), " in onr Ian- 
guage, would contain three times three ciphers; whereas, in the 
Germui, it is meant to contain four times three ciphers." In the 
preceding chapters, I have, in accordance with the nsual practice of 
English arithmeticians, always calculated a billion as a unity fol- 
lowed by 12 ciphers. The smaller numbers, however, yield suffi- 
ciently satisfactory and startling results, without having recourse to 
the higher, and perhaps more correct, formula. 

At pages 64, 65, I have cited Hahnemann averring that, if a 
desponding and suicidal patient will swallow, or rather smelt merely, 
a quintillionth of a gr^n of gold, he will be restored, within an hour, 
to peace of mind and love of life ; and I further stated, that to 
reduce, according to Hahnemann's own rules, one single grain of 
gold (or, of course, a single grain of any other homceopathic drug) 
down to quintillionths, — or, in other words, to the 15th attenuation 
or potency, — the single grain of the medicine would require to be 
duly mixed through a mass of sugar proportionally equal to at least 
FIFTY globes or worlds of the size of the entire Earth. The 
quantity of sugar actually necessary to rednce one whole grain to 
quiiitillionths, woiJd be a mass equal to bistt-ONE globes the size 
of the Earth. To prove this, let me subjoin one or two explanatory 
remarks and the formula for tiiis computation.' 

The subjoined arithmetical formula shows, first, the result when 
we divide a quintillion of grains (the number contained in the first 
line in the formula below) by 240 (see second line), or the average 
niunber of grains of sugar, or sagar of milk, found by experiment 
to be contained in a cubic inch. Secondly, the quotient shows 
the number of cubic inches (as stated in third line) contained 
in a quintillion of grains of sugar; and this number, when again 
divided by the number of cubic inches in a cubic mile (stated in 
fourth line), yields the number of cubic miles of sugar contained in 
a quintillion grains of it. Lastly, when we divide this number of 
cubic miles (as given in fifth line) by the number of cubic miles 
contained in the mass of the Earth (as given in sixth hne), we 
obtain the number of masses of sugar eqaal to the dimensions 
of the Earth required to make a quintillion of grains of sugar. 
Thus,— 

' As stated m the Preface, theiia and the following compatations hare been kindlj 
reviaed for me and autbenticaled bj- several of our most distirignished FrofessorB of 
Mathomalica. 
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1,000,000.000,000,000,000,000,000,000.000 . . . , 
— ' ■ -■-■ " - — ■ ■ —— cubic inclies. 



4,186,687,000.000,000,000,000,000,000 .. ., 

254,358,061,066,000 '"b.c utiles. 



= 61 globes of tlie balk of the Earth. 



A qumtiUion of grains is expressed arithmetically by unity fol- 
lowed by thirty ciphers, as in the first line. A quintillion divided 
by 240, the nnmber of grains contained in a cnbic inch of sugar, 
gives 4167 quadrillion cubic inches of sugar in the quintillion of 
grains. These 4167 quadrillion cubic inches divided by the number 
of cubic inches in a cubic niile (viz., 254,358,061,056,000), or, 
two hundred and fifty-four billions, three hundred and fifty-eight 
thousand and sixty-one millions, and fifty-six thousand, — gives 16f 
billions of cubic inches as the size of a mass of sugar containing a 
quintillion grains of sugar. This again, divided by 263,900,000,000 
(or two hundred and sixty-three thousand nine hundred millions), the 
number of cubic miles ia the globe of the earth, gives as the result 
SIXTY-ONE GLOBE8 OF SUGAR OP THE DIMENSIONS OF THE EARTH 
AS CONTAINED IN A QDINTILLION OF GRAINS OF SUGAR. The 

quantity of sugar then required for the reduction of one single 
grain of gold, or oyster-shell, or sulphur, or any other homoeopathic 
drug, to the fifteenth trituration or potency, is a mass equal to sixty- 
two times tlie size of the Earth. And further, a portion out of 
this enormous mass, equal to a small pill or globule, is, accord- 
ing to the tenets of homceopathy, a proper dose of the drug em- 
ployed. 

But Hahnemann came latterly to use as his constant and standard 
potency for gold, and all other drugs, a higher potency, viz., the 
thirtieth. In his last work, " he of course (observes Dr Dudgeon) 
orders the deciUionth or thirtieth dilution to be given in every 
case." To reduce, however, a grain of gold or any other drug or 
supposed drug to this decillionth or thirtieth dilutioB, would require 
the single grain of the medicine to be commixed through a mass 
of sugar immensely greater than for the quintillionth or fifteenth 
dilution. The mass can easily he asc-ertained by a simple rule of 
proportion, for if a quintillion grains or 

1 , 000,000, 000,000,000, 000,000, 000, 000,000 
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are equal to 61 masses of sugar of the size of the earth, tlien a 
decillion of grains or 

l,OOO,000,O0O,OIM,O0O,CN>>,OI)(^O0O,OIM,OO0,O0O,OIM,O0O,O0O,OO(VX)O,O0O^ 
will be equal to 

61,000,000.000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 
globes of sugar each of the dimensions of our planet. In other 
words, the proportion of any drug in the thirtieth dilution or 
decillionth globules of the homoeopaths is to the sugar contained in 
the globules as one grain is to sixty-one qdintillioks of 

8PHBEE8 OF SUGAR, EACH OF THESE 61,000,000,000,000,000,000, 
000,000,000,000 SPHERES OF 8UQAB BEING OF THE DIMENSIONS 
OF THE EARTH. 

The preceding calculations are founded on the idea that sugar 
is the medium used for attenuation in making the different potencies, 
one grain of the drug with 99 grains of sugar forming the 
first attenuation ; one grain of the drug with 9999 forming the 
second attenuation ; and so on. But generally alcohol, or alcohol and 
water, are employed to form the attenuations or dilutions. With fluid 
substances it is employed as the medium of attenuation or dilution 
&om the first ; and with solid substances after the third attenuation. 
(See the details already given in p. 40, etc.) The globules (when 
sugar-globules and not tinctures are used) are medicated by being 
merely touched by the moistened stepper of the phial which con- 
tains the proper alcoholic potency in its proper attenuation, as the 
10th, 20th, or 30th. (See p. 41). The following Table is con- 
structed on the form of the preceding common table of homoeopathic 
attenuations, and is drawn np for the purpose of showing the 
quantity of alcohol or fluid required to dilute or reduce tme single 
grain or drop of any medicine down to the principal attenuations or 
potencies, as the 1st, 3d, 15th, ete. The computations are made 
on the idea that (as is usually calculated by writers on physics) the 
first 60 drops of fluid are equal at least to a drachm ; 480 drops 
are equal to an ounce ; 160 ounces equal to a gallon ; one gallon 
equal to 277 cubic inches; and 254,000,000,000,000 cubic inches 
equal to a cubic mile. The diameter of the orbit of Neptune (see 
24th and 30th attenuations) is reckoned at 5,700,000,000 miles ; 
and the distance of the nearest fixed star as 20,000,000,000,000 
mites. 
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Table showing the quantity of alcohol or Jluid required to dissolve one 
single grain or drop of a homceopathic drug (as sulphur, aconite, 
etc.) down into the following homceopathic attenuations o 



1st Attenaation. — One grain, or drop, in one and a-half teaspoonfuls 
of alcohol. 

2d Attenuation. — One grain, in twenty-one fluid ounces of alcohol. 

3d Attenuation. — One grain, in two thousand and eighty ounces ; or 
in one hundred and four pints of alcohol. 

6th Attenuation. — One grain, in thii'teen million gallons ; or in two 
hundred and sis thousand hogsheads ; or in 
fifty-one thousand tuna of alcohol. 

9th Attenuation. — One grain, in a lake of alcohol with a volume of 
about fourteen cubic miles ; or in a lake of fifty ■ 
fathoms in depth, and presenting two hundred 
and fifty miles of square surface. 

12th Attenuation. — One grain, in a sea containing about fourteen 
million cubic miles of alcohol j or in a quantity of 
fluid equal to a sea six times the size of the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 

15th Attenuation, — One grain, in an ocean of fourteen billion cubic 
miles of alcohol ; or in an ocean about forty-six 
thousand times greater than the whole waters 
contained in all the oceans of the Earth, 

24th Attenuation. — One grain, in an ocean of fourteen quintillion 
cubic miles of alcohol ; or in a quantity suffi- 
cient to make one hundred and forty mai^ses, 
each filling a sphere extending from limit to limit 
of the orbit of the planet Neptune. 

SOth Attenuation.— One grain, in an ocean of fourteen septillion cubic 
miles of alcohol ; or in a quantity sufficient to 
make one hundred and forty billion spherical 
masses extending from limit to limit of Neptune's 
orbit ; or in a quantity equal to many hundred 
spheres each with a semi-diameter or radius ex- 
tending from the Earth to the nearest fixed Star. 
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28ri THE BEST HOJKEOPATHIC DOSE. 

This tbirtielh, or last, of these attetmadons cff dilutions is, 
according to HabneiDann, the most appropriate dose of every drug 
in every disease. For we have already foand bim strongly and 
soiemnly declaring (see p. 50), that " it holds good and will continne 
to hold good as a homceopathic therapentic maxim, not to be refoted 
by any experience in the world, that THE BEST I>OSB of the pnq)eriy 
selected remedy is ALWAYS the very smallest one in one of the high 
dynamizationa, X(or the 30tb dilation,)as welt for chronic as for acnte 
diseases." Now, this 30th dilution, which Hahnemann thns asserts 
as indnbitably " the best doee" of all dmgs for chronic or acute dis- 
eases, consists of a decillionth of a grain of the dmg used ; or, in 
other words, it consists of a minute olobdle op sooab, moistened 

BT BEING BIMPLT DIPT IN A DROP ODT OP AN OCEAN OP FLUID 
ONE HUNDRED AND POBTT BILLIONS (OE 140,000,000,000,000) 
TIMES AS LARGE AS CUB IVHOLE PLANETARY 8TSTEM, AND WHICH 
ENORMOUS OCEAN HAS BEEN KEDICATED FOB THE PURPOSES OP 
IIOM(EOPATIIY, BY HAVING DISSOLVED AND MIXED THROUGH IT 
07fE SINGLE GRAIN OF THE APPROPRIATE DRUG. 

Surely common sense and common sanity both dictate to the 
human mind that it is utterly impossible that any sncb dos^ from 
any such an inconceivable ocean, medicated by a single grain of 
any drug dissolved and mixed in it, can have any possible medicinal 
effect upon the hnman body, either in a state of health or in a 
state of disease; and, — looking at these and the numerous and 
diversified facts, confirmatory in all respects of the same 
VIEW, which have been already stated in the preceding pages, — we 
cannot but conclude with a writer whom the homceopathisis them- 
selves regard as the mildest and fairest among their opponents, 
namely, Dr Forbes, that in rejecting homoeopathy, " we are dis- 
carding what is AT ONCE false and bad — USELESS TO THE 

sufferer — and degrading to the physician." 
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Aberobousik, Dr, on uoiversslity of gra- Berkley, Bishop, on tar-water as an uni- 

Titation, 245, versa! remedy, 80, 238. 

Acarus soabiei, tbe immediate cause of itcb, Billionl^, time required to entUloir one 

25, 271. er^n in billionths, 13. 

Aconite misused by homceopathists, 20B. Bd[ininglis.uaen, petition to sappress trcsi- 

.. — — contradictory opinions of its liomtBO- nation, 219. 

pathic utility, 2TS. Bosquet, mutual influence of small-pox and 

Ap^fravatlons, medicinal, by homreopathic cow-pox. 1S8. 

drugs, 205, 212. Bosqoillun versus Habnemann, 160. 
Ague, its cure by cinchona bark, 2j2. Box, history of a, homqeopathio, 15 : swal- 
incurable by infinitesimal doses of it, towing of whole contents of one, 224; 

248. anali^ons contentsof witch-boxes, 142-3. 

not produced by qninine, 243. Bread-pills, acdon of, under piental impres- 

Alcohol, its alleged eiemptjon from homceo- aiona, 2AT. 

pathic law, 46. Breda, medicinal wonders at, &um snal- 

Allopathic drags and doses, surreptitioua lawiug nothing, 33, 84. 

Bse of. by homteopaths, 33, 188. Bug'biUs cured by swallowing doses of 

. . Dr Taylor on, 189. bugs, 28. 

Allopathy and homcBopatiiy, possible con- Bushnan, Dr, pecuniary anggestions as to 

junction of, in practice, denounced by cinchona, 248. 

Hnhnemann, Black, etc., 19, 195. 

MrBrodribbonthtBCOi^nncdDn,194. Calculations of the doaes Or atteunntions, 

— ■ Dr Henderson's adherence to, 19. 283. 

Alphonso, Prince, the eipiatory victim for Cannuizaro, Dulte di, death of, from concen- 

the physical redemptlDii of mankind, 32. traced nui vomica, 33. 

Alum, duration of symptoms of, 259. Carbonate of lime or chalk, symptoms of, 

Amateur homcEOpathlsts, their ^egedcnres, 73i list of dissimilar diseases cured by, 

277 ; Dr Madden on, 277. 231. 

Andral, M., his trial of homceopBthy, 275. Champooing, a universal cure, 79, 201, 204. 

Anthelmintics, action of, not diseoverable Charcoal, number and dnration of symp- 

OD healthy body, 181. toms of, 259. 

Apostle of hommopathy, his religions ideas Charlatanry often patronised by rank, 36 ; 

of it, 22, 23. and specially by clergymen, 7, 145. 

Assertions, homceopaChio, unscrupulous Cholera treated by iutcrual doses of cholera 

character of, 39, 274, etc. Injections, 39. 

Association for the protection of homoeo- Chomel, Professor, his cases of ague cared 

pathic students and practitioners, 7. by rest, diet, etc., 247. 

Asthma, action ofipecBcuanha on, 317. Chronic diseaaes, mostly the result of gen«- 

AtCenuations, quantity of drug in them, 52, ine itch or coffee, 24, 271. 

61, 281 ; calculations regarding, 283, Cinchona bark, care of agne by, 242. 

Aniiliaries, employment 0^ in honueopathy, the origin of homoeopathy, 2415 I*' 

19a R. Russell on, 343; Kev. Mr Everest On, 

Dc Madden on, 196. 242. 

— cures, but does not cause ague, 243. 

Bacon, Lord, on witches, 146; bis belief in Hahnemaim's first experiment with, 

weapon-salvea, 36. nollified, 268. 

Bralby,Dr,onhiKhdilutJons,280; medicinal — pecuniary suggestions regarding, 

UCgravadona, 211. 248. 

Belladonna, as a supposed prophylactic Clergy, the, impossible cures attested by, 

againat scarlet fever, refuted, 230 ; various 81, 203. 

dissimilar diseases cured by, 230; delo- promoters of quackery, 37, 145. 

sions produced by, 76, 77., Co" '"" " ' "" 
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371; cured by,2S8; amount of Bii)il re- dilutions, 59, GO, 

quired to dilate, 269 i ile terrific potency ' ■" — '""' 

iu jutialtesitual dosea, 260. 

Colchiomn, actioo of, in ROUt, 216. 

Colleges and eiominias boards, 



Coloc;nt(i,reiij^ouS8yaiptom3 produced by, in different indiriduala, 262; actiaa of 

30; duration of gympComsof, 2S9. inflm(«Bimals an imaKinary effect, 259; 

Coloured irater, BympUnns aud cures &om, cure of dissimilar dieeoaea by some dru^, 

M. 228; dilutians of, not essenCial, 266; 

Coma, liomieopatbio core by opium, 68. dynaraizatian of, 45, 363 ; metliod of ditto. 

Common sense, lUndard of, in mediciae, 264 ; theory of ditto surreodered by later 

11, 236. hoQiiEOpathists, 265 ; moral and religious 

Compound drugs or mixtures denounced BymptomB from same, 30 ; physical proofs 

by Hahnemann, jet many of bis globules of efficacy of, 118; physioal quantity set 

true commixtures, 41. asldein,113; quantity of, in attennations. 

Confessions of a hommopathist, extract 2S1; relatione of, to diseases, 211 ; sgnrl- 

from, 33. tual power of, 23. 

ConTerwon.s-'"''"""' ' """ "'' " '"'■ — '" ' 

to, 26; obsl 
Cormock, Dr, 

Sractitioners, 192 ; Bev. Mr Everest's 

itter to, T, 242, etc. Everest, Rer. Hr, interpretation of Matt. 

Cow-pox, Its relations to small-pox, 153-158, x. 7, 8. 29; opinion of, rei^ding homteo- 

249; not annihilated by amail-poi, 152. pathicconverls, 277; onori^nof homso- 

Credulity, medical, its voriona forms, 139; pathy, 242; sermon of, how fkr homolo- 

the same not extended to qnackeriea in gated by homiBopathists, 28 ; ilch-curse, 

law, politics, agriculture, etc., 109; me- 24; list of crimes, sins, etc., resolting 

dical credulity of England, 238. from leprosy or itch, 25. 

Croup, homneopathy not applicable to, 273. Evidence, value of, in medicine, 81. 

Cures, instanct of, by mistaken inhnitesi- Exceptions, homoiopatby founded on, 244, 

mals, 86; cures vaunted, fulurea con- 253. 

cealed, 91. Experience, as a test of bomteopathy, 78, 

Cnttle-Ssh ink, number of symptoms of, 269,276; as a test of Magnetoscope, 129; 

259. contradictions of buroceopathic, 270-3, 
with amulets, 197 ; fallacies in, credulity 

Davy, 6ir Humphrey, his cure of paralysis, regarding, 81. 

85. Eiperimenla, public, to test homtsopathy, 

Decilliontb doses, the beet dose of Habue- 275. 

mann, 39, 271 ; calculations aa to its 

acCoal amount, S0,60, 284; fluid required Faith, homreopathic profession of, 5. 

to dilute one grain into decillion doses, as a curative means, 83 ; bonueo- 

285; lengthof a TOW of decillion globales, pathic case of it, 86. 

63, 54, Fleischmann, Dr, on cnrability of Pne^i- 

Delnslons, list of, produced hy faomo»opathic monia, 273 ; hospital relnms of analysed, 

medidnes, 76. 91, etc. 

Diet, articlesoffOFbidden,S3; the globules Flint or Sitex.'moral symptoms from it 

as a safe form of, 224; remedial efflcacy 48,49. 

of, 82 ; idiosyncracies in, 222. Fluid, amount of, required for the dilutions, 
KlDtlons, scale of, 40, 281, 285. 55, 285. 
high, their nature and extent, 66, Forehead, blow on, cured by pressure with 

58, 143, 273. 280 ; advocates of these, 55-8, the thumb, 213. 

etc.; amount of fluid required for the Frost-bite, cured by anoir friclions, not 

lower and middle dilutJons, 285 ; how homccopathically, 255 ; explanation of 

formed, 42 ; same therapeutic effect at- cure of, 256. 

leged from all dilutions, 59, 266, 269. 

Disciples, number of, no test of truth of any Germany, state of homceopathy in, 31, 34,30, 

system, 144. Dr Oscar Prieger on ditto, 35. 

DiseaBes,sggravatedbylargedoses,S9;best Globules or pills, as articles of diet, 224; 

dose for all, 60, 286 ; composition of, 173; mode of making them, 41, 287; cost of, 

cnreofdiB3imilar,byBamedrug,22S; law 14; length of a row of a decillion, 54; 

of nou -recurrent, 260; nature's cure of, made by infection. 44; not necesBarily 

by similars, 161; their frequent spontane- medicated, 16; contain potentiied silex, 

OU9 cure, 82, 114. 108, 197, 273; change from the mortars nscil, 48 ; quantity of 

their types at different times, 104. sugar required to make, 2G7. 

Dose, the very smallest, the best, 39; a Goitre, burnt sponge, a remedy for, 263; 

billionth, 12; a deeilliouth, 12, 51, etc.; cure of, by iodine, 68, 252 ; SirJno. Hers- 

repetition of,236; effects differ wiUi size chell on ditto, 252; not produced by 

of, 228. Iodine, 6^, 253 ; palo-coto or Goitre stick 

Doses, vast differences between different a reraeily for, 353. 
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Goitre stick, nae of, in Bou^ America, 353. 
Gold admioLstered by olfectton in suicidal 

mania, -6t ; error in griving It for such, 

372 ; medicinal in infinitesimal doses, 4}. 
Gout, actioD of caloblcnm upon, 216. 
Greatrake'B cares attested by Boyle, Flam- 

Bload, Bto., 36, 8*. 
Gray, Di- Zachmy, on witchcraft, 144, 
Gravhotiou, doctrine of siinilia slmilibus 

compared to, 215. 
Gross, Dr, his pndse of bigli dilnUonB, e^; 

allu<r« them only to be emelled, 328. 

Bahnemaan, his antecedents, 3 ; conudered 

- ' ' 1, 21; ■' - 



33; infinlEeslioal doses, an osseDtlal ele- 
ment in, 38, 39, 334 ; wijrln oT, In mind of 
Hahnemiuin, 241, 346 ; physical laws set 
aside in, 143 ; requisite for spiritual con- 
version, 36 ; eptritual tendencies of, 33 ; 
public trial of; by M. Andral, 276, 2S8 ; 
do. in BuBSia end Naples, 2T6. 

Hoopinff-cou^ prevented by measles, 169. 

Borse, Dr Gross's, cared by smelling: an 
inflniteejnutl, 338. 

Bospital returns, comparison of those of the 
homceopatiiic Vienna hoapital with the 
Edinburgh Infirmary, 97 ; with the pro- 
Tincial Bcottish, 102 ; diebonesly of some 
of Fleischman'9 retams, JOT; Mr Saoip- 



GaJrdoer'e remarks, 93, 101; Thomson's 
five fatal hospital diseases, 99; London 
homujopathic hospitals, their ciiaracter. 



' evangelist 21 ; iosplration i>f,31; contra- 
dictions of, 271, 272; his denunciation of 
idd school, 3, B9, 1 14 ; of any mixed prac- 
tice, 19; his first eiperiment in homieo- 
Eathy, 358; mode of practice of, 14; 
chnljert's account of his actual belief, Hnddersfield, cholera at, 

Willan,'l54i of Bo9qallloti,160.; his bo'ast- 
tng, 89; his changeableness of opinion. 



270. 

Bahnemann FubUsbiDg Society, ils mem- 
■ bsrs, etc., 76. 
Ball, Dr Marshall, on medical quackery, 

37,201. 
Hatmony, want of, on homteopatby among 

homcBopaths, 349, 373, etc. 
Hartung, Dr, his case of Field-Marshall 

Radetsky, 370. 
Ha^garth, Dr, his eiperimeats with metal- 

1., 279, 



Idiosyncracies, all persons alleged to snffer 
from, 320: Instances of, 321; !ndiet,222. 
Illusions and quackeries, patrons of, 145. 
Imaginadon, cures produced and aided by. 



ic teoctors, 80. 



Henoersan, Professor, advocacy of mixed 
practloe, 19 ; curative effects of inenite- 
simals fiijm 30th dilution downwards, 260. 

Berpes, alleged core of, by measles, 165. 

Herscbell, Sir John, iilustrations ti^om, 241 ; 
on qtdnhie, 343 ; on core of Goitre by 
iodine, 353 ; on sea-scnrsj, 251 ; on vac- 
cination, 249. 

Bijfh dilutjona, opinions upon, 280 ; snppor- 
tcrs of their efficacy, «5, 58, etc. 

Hohenloe, Prince, his cures, 84. 

HomcDOpathic mods of cure, rationale o^ 



argument for ac^nn of, derived fnna 
mental phenomena. 333 ; ditto, derived 
from inoculation, 2^; ditto, derived from 
smells, 234 ; ditto, derived from mineral 
miters, 335 ; an essential element of 
humteopathy, 38, 39 ; calcnladona regard- 
ing- amount of drugs in, 283 ; RClnal pre- 
setice of drugs in, attempted to be proved 
physically, 119, 120; corativo effect of, 
independent of quantity, 329; Dr Hen- 
derson npon, 280 ; tnemcaeions in cure 
of a^fus, 348 ; nature and mode of pre- 
pwing, 40, 42 ; number of tritnrallons re- 
quired for, 41 ; poisoning by alleged, 
190 ; supposed proofs of efficacy of, 120, 
135; repetition of, 326; Bupersens6ltity 
of ^seased parts to, 315. 
nfinitj, homceopathy said to have this 



Homreopathic petition 



HumiBDpathio practitioners, dishonesty of 
some, 192,2^,33,90; sapercredulity of 
Others, 269 ; association for protection of, 
7 ; form of licence to, 31 ; oath adminis- 
tered to, 29 ; general standard of intelll- 
gence amung, 32. 

Humteopathic prohibitions, 83. 

UumiBopathic school for young lildies, 39. 

Homceopathy, aims of, 3, 173; its exclusive- 
ness, 4 ; a fona of religiDD, 32 ; a sweep- 
ing reformation, 3; an interesting ex- 
periment, 187 ; applied to veterinary 
practice, 261 ; based on symptomatology, 
174; compared with witchcraft, 139; 
comrae of nature Inverted in, 143; em- 
ployment of aaiiliariea in practising it, 
193 ; its alleged fore - shadowing in 
Scripture, 24; founded on exceptions, 
311, 353; has the character of iuHnity, 



I Its iidnltesimatsj 2a 
InoonlaboD, argument for infinii«sunal doses 
University of derived tirom, 233. 

Insanity caused by itcb, 116. 
Iodine, action of, not ascertainable on 
healtliy body, 363 ; cure of goitre b 
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Ipecacuanha, action of, in asthma, 217, 219; 
in vomiting, 274. 

Isopathy, doctrine of, Lns, 88. 

Itch or psora produced by presence of an 
insect (acarns), 25, 271 ; causes seven- 
eighths of EdI chronic diseases, 24, 
371, 114, 143; may attack the mind and 
cause insanity, 115; cured by internal 
doses of lice, 38; cured by internal doses 
of itch insect, 28; by sulphur in 30th 
dilution, 184; moral, religions, political, 
and physical results of, 34 ; obstructs 

of. by homceopathy and legitimate niedi- 
cine. 183; hereditary, 24 ; not hereditary, 
271;tTansformatloiis of itch Insect, 143. 
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290 UfDBX. 

EOTBahoff, prcparra gtobnlei bj infedioD Mental phenotnemi, aivntiHifit tor InfinHe- 

or cuutitpiit;, 41. »inal Aase* deriTed Arom, 233. 
Metallic tracton, Perkliw', 37, S5. 

LaiEiH phyBicioDB uf Tortaiy, core bj noinea Microacope Appealed to in order to prove 

of drugs, 86, drngs in inHaiUsimal doe«sll9. 

L^peie, condidoa of houifeopathy Id^ 31 ; Miliaria cured bj measJea, 165. 

)t8 hocateopathic hoipital defunct, 3S. Mineral waten, argumeDt for inflDltainul 

I^moa-jnice aremedj for Bea-ecorvy, bat doses deriied from, 235. 

not bomceopathic, 26-i. Honi^re] bomieopathisla of Haboemum, 19, 

Leprosy of scripture, is iteh, 24, 184. 

I.encorrb(£a cared by Internal doaes of Hoon to be attended to in ^naji soma 

potentized leucorrbeal matter, 29. drugs. 75. 

Uce, doses of, produce 2B3 symptoms,' 2S ; Moore, Dr, on medical evidence, 81, 197. 

llch cured by, 3S. Moral and relieroos symptoms produced and 

London, character of bomceopathic hospitals cured by Tarioiu ^ifs, 30. 

in, 276. Hormonisni aod Hahnemannism, compari- 

Long, 8t John, hiatorv of, S3 ; medical son of, 10, 148. 

knonledKe of, 200; afli^ed eitraetloDof Mortality, dlmiDUtioD of, in Engluid, llS; 

mercury by, 203. diminntion among Infants, 117. 

17,105. 

Maekay, I>r, on 

Uaddeu, Dr, o , 

277 ; on the magnetuscope, 123, 124, 12 

131, 133, 134 ; on auxiliaries, l&B. ao. 

HagneUsm or mesnieriim aod the passions, Naples, eiperimenta with homceopatby a^ 

proiings and symptoms of, 67 ; ado|itlon Z76. 

by homteopathy, 193. Matural physics, coniM of, inverted in ho- 

Bfagnetoeoope, tbe, 120, 137; its in&llibility miaapatby, 143. 

and evidence for homcBOpatbv, 1S9,;11S; Neligau, Dr,OQ cure of Itch, 185. 

hafalUbility detectedand confessed, 131 ; Newton, Sir Isaac, Hahnemann liliened to, 

moral, 137; eiperimenta with, 122, etc; 245. 

propositions suppOBed to be proved by it, 

134 ; afhcted 6y a 40,000 dilation of Oath administered bj homtBOpalhIo cindi- 

arsenic, 126 ; as certain as a mathematl- dates, S, 23. 

cal equation, 129; but all its movemeals Odoors, sappoeed aiviuiMDt for Iufiiut«^ 

the reanlt of musoular movement! on the mal doses derived from, 234. 

part of the operator, 133, eUi. Olfaction, exhibition of doses by, 63, 65. 

Hale-fern, noproviugs of; yet alleged to be OmiBsion, danifers from, in homosopathlo 

homceopathic, 181. treatment, 198, 278. 

Measles, and small-pox, similar hat do not Opium, a very compoond substaDM fre- 

cure each other, 168. etc. ; cnrative of queatly indicated, 47 ; indicated ia some 

b«rpes and miliaria, which are dissimilar forms of coma, S3. 

toil, 166; preventive of dissimilar hoop- OyBter-ahell. contradictory symptomB of, 

ing.congh, 159 ; Boeqaillon misrepresent- 260 ; nomher of symptoms produced by. 



alaggravations,aparamountprinci- Paraplegia, as a result of bommopatfaic 

uis ui homiBopathy, 206, 209 ; in infants, treatment. 197. 

307 ; soepticism amoi^ homiBopathlsts, Paris, experlmenla made at^ to test homeeo- 

respeoting, an. pathy, 268, 275. 

Medicines, curative power of, dependent on Paris. Dr, his letter to a faomrcopatbio can- 

medicioal aggravatiou of the disease, 209 ; didate, 1. 

madeby in^iou, 44; potentiied by be- Patholoj^ca) anatomy, Hahnemann's opl- 

lag carried in the pocket, 42 ; potentised nion on, 9, 174. 

by repeated shakes, 43 ; spiritual powen Perkins, hispatentmetalliC'Iractors,37, 86; 

of, 140; increase the vital force, 213. (See certificates in their favoor, 37; their 

also Drugs.) woiidrooB effects, 85. 

Hedioinei (slujple) rendered compound by Petition, homieopathic, to University of 

trituration, 49; rule regarding adminls-' EdinhurKb, 7. 

trMloD of, 46 ; ditto, violated by homceo- Pliysical phenomena, as a suppoaed proof uf 

pathiatfl themselves, 47, 49. homotopathy, 149. 

Mental delusions, varioDsltindsfWimvaiiaas Piano, cough excited by playing on, cured 

dmgs, 77. by carbonate of time, 75. 

Mental impressions, curative, and fatal re- Pleurisy, treatment of, by bonuBopatUs and 

suits from, 80, 2S6 ; provings of drugs legitiiDale physicians, 176; DrCopeland's 

uullilicd by, 367. d^uitloiw, 7tf ; ah^uoe of external 
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Bymptuiit8iii,176; aUcged effect of squilla ScriptBce, homceopatluc Interpretations of, 

Paenmonia, s toach-stoue of sIdU, 103 ; ob- Sealing-wt 

BervationB of Louis, Grisolle, Dietf, ou a drop, 358. 

ia frequent spontimeous cure, 17, 105; Baa-sourvy, care of by lemon-JDice, etc, 

Btatistica of its treatment by Dietl, with- Zfll ; its former rftvBKea, i*. 

out ntedjcine, 105 ; incorreotueas of Dr Bbakes. increase the poteudea of dmE8,43; 

Flelschmann'a hotDOiopathic reports, 106 ; number required in preparing medicines, 

same results fram bomceopalhic treat- 43 ; Hahuemann'a rales, 364. 

□lent and no treatment at all, 105, 106; Silex, symptoms from, 18; iu eiery honxEO- 

syvptoins, duration, eto. of it varied by pathio drug- from the mortar used, 48. 

proper treatment, 110; smail mortality Similarity of symptoms, amouut of, not de- 

ftfMD il in Army and Navy returns, US. lined, 163 ; must be great, 164 ; l^lures 

Polypus, relative treatment of in homiBO- of law when similaritv great, 169 ; snocess 

pathy aud legitimate medicine, compared, where not ereat similarity, 1G6, 1G7. 

iSi. Similia timilibui carantur, law of, 237 ; de- 

Potencies, description of, 2T9. fects of proof of it, 240, 2H ; supposed 

PotentJEJng,doctrineof.(Seel)ynandzation.) analogies in physical and moral pheno- 

ProhibitiOQB in dist, homteopathio. 8S. mens, 14B; ditto in nature's cures, 151 ; 

Provings of drugs made in different ways, . an infallible law, 237, 254 ; on inlalliblo 

, 68; importance, 77; imposture practised universal law, 237-8, 245 ; but disproved, 

by, 259 ; nature of Habuemann's, 267-8 ; 254; ditto in case of cinchona, 246: i 

their morality, 75. ' 
Psora. (Seeltoh,) 

Quack, Dr Mead's anecdote of a London, 

"~" " ■ '"" " ■" 'ta alleged removal of cow-pox 

iii - -• 

pathy, ifi2; '. 

145. * * ' stHtea the very reverse, 163, .. 

Quack systems, eniuneratton of the more current with, 156 ; Bosquet's deductiODs, 

prevalent, 78, 80. 108; cure of amaurosis, onhthalmin, etc., 

Qiiin, Dr, on the m^rnetoscope, 120, 123. by, 166 ; prevenUon of, by vaccinatian. 

Quinine does not produce ague, 243-4; 241 ;anon-recurrentdi3eafle, 260; effects 

number of symptoms of, 259. of vaccination upon, 249 ; tbi)ja, an al- 

QuintJUionths, the amount of sugar and fluid leged specific for, 249 ; treated by iuteriml 

required for, 65, 283, 985. doses of amall-poi matter, 29. 

Small-pox and MeiL^lts, similaritv of, 168; 

Radetsby, Field- Marshall, case of, 27a hut not curative of each other, 170. 

KaUooole of liomcBopathic method of cure, Srcells, arKument for infinitesimal doses 

312: its coiitradiclorv clmrauter. 2ia derived from, 234, 

Binelling of dry globules, Hahnemanu'a 
last favourite mode of eihibitlng his 

various drugs, 30. medicmes, 63-65; smell of a gold lee, 

Beilgions converaion aided by bomreopa- 65. 

thio globales, ^7, 29, Snow-friolJon remedy for frost-blle, not 

RepetitiOD of dose, rules laid duiro by homicopathic, 265; ditto eiplained, 356. 

Hahnemann regarding, 335; results of Speech ou homtEOpathy at Medico-Cbl- 

too frequent, 237; allegations about one rurgical Society, 8-20. 

singledoae orsmell coringa pleurisy,eta.. Spiritual tsati on of drurs by shaking aiid 

177. rubbing, 23, 140. 

Rcaotutions of the colleges and medical Starch-pills, symptomaaud cures from,2AS, 

societies, 1, S. Statistics of honxeopathic hoEpltals, 90 ; 

Routh, Dr, fallacies of homiBOpathy, 93. causes influencing, 94; modified by grade 

Kubbiiig quackery, its history, T8 ; theory, of palJents, ib. ; modified by hoapiUl ar- 

304 ; character, 201. rangemento, 95 ; modified by age of pa- 

Ruaaell, Dr K., origin of homoeopathy, S43, tieiits admitted, 96; modified by nature 

245; on ipccacuan, etc., 371. of diseases, 97-101; modified by errors In 

Biissiu, eiperunents with homiBopathy in, nomenclature, 103 ; of homceopatKic com- 

276, pared with British hospitals, 102; of pH. 

Butter, Mr, his ma^etosoope and eiparl- vate homceopattiie prjictice, 90. 

ments, 121, eto. ; Dc Qnln's remarks. Statistical proof of dimiuution of mortality 

130; DrEiug'B,12I, in London, etc, 116, 117. 

Stephen, Mra, her specifis for gravel and 

Salt, a powerful meilicament In 30tli di- stone, 36; ditto, purchased by the British 

lutioo, 46; provings or symptoms of, 72 ; Parliament, 36; defended by Dr Hart- 

qnantity in a tear, aaper-UahDcmaunic, ley, 36. 

71. Sugar, amount of, required to reduce one 

Scarlet fever, alleged proijhybic tic power uf grain. 267; to qulutilllonth, 65, 383; or 

Belladonna agaiuat, refuted, 230. decillioatli globules, 53, 281. 
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